
TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

October 27, 2012 

Regener Hall, University of New Mexico 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

Directors present: Bob Havlen, Roger Kennedy, Mike Molitor, Lynne Olson, Gordon Pegue, 

Dave Pitonzo, Steve Riegel, Steve Welch, Dee Friesen.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 p.m.  

 

There are no corrections to the August 2012 Board meeting minutes.  

 

Meeting Objectives:  

1. Review TAAS Perihelion Banquet cost.  

2. Review printing of additional brochures and business cards.  

3. Review November 3 Volunteer Planning Meeting.  

4. Review award money project.  

5. Review TAAS December 29 General Meeting.  

6. Review future activities  

7. Have fun.  

 

Executive Report  

 

Dee reported:  

1. Three TAAS members, Bob Ritt, George Petropoulos and Barry Gordon had passed away in 

the past two months.  

2. TAAS received a donation of a MEADE LX 200 telescope with accessories.  

3. He had communicated with Astronomy magazine informing them of our intent to use the prize 

money for telescope access for handicapped individuals. The magazine asked to be informed of 

our progress.  

 

Monthly Program Report  

 

Vice president Dave Blair was unable to attend the meeting because he was hosting the 

evening’s speaker to dinner. Dave suggested that there be no TAAS general meeting on 

December 29, 2012. All BOD members present agreed with the recommendation. Therefore, 

there will be no December 29, 2012, TAAS general membership meeting at UNM.  

 

Treasurer’s Report  

 

There was no treasurer’s report presented since Dan Clark was unable to attend the meeting. Dan 

did send a report indicating that TAAS cleared $835 on the tee shirt sales from the solar eclipse.  

 

Committee Reports  

 



Education  

The school star parties and the daytime solar observing activities are occurring as scheduled. No 

significant issues were presented. A TAAS Volunteer Planning Meeting will occur on Saturday 

November 3, 2012, at the Explora Science Center. BOD member Amy Estelle will lead the 

meeting.  

 

GNTO  

Steve Welch indicated that the annual fee for the Internet service at GNTO was due to be paid. 

Dan Clark will contact the vendor and pay the invoice. November 10 is the date for the fall 

Scavenger Hunt observing session. It will be led by Will Ferrell.  

 

Membership  

Bill Firth will remain on as the Membership chairperson till the end of the year. Bob Anderson 

has agreed to take over the position. Dee is arranging a meeting with Bill Firth, Bob Anderson, 

and Lynne Olson to arrange for the transfer of leadership of the committee.  

 

New Business  

 

The BOD approved the expenditure of $368 to purchase additional TAAS brochures and 

business cards.  

 

The BOD approved a cost of $20 per attendee for the January 19, 2013, Perihelion Banquet.  

 

Dee will lead TAAS Fabulous 50 viewing sessions at his home on November 13 and November 

14. Details will be posted to the TAAS Web site.  

 

Mike Molitor, Steve Welch, Barry Spletzer and Dick Fate are in the process of identifying the 

components of the observing system that will be used to provide telescope access to handicapped 

observers. The cost of this system will be paid by the prize money TAAS received from 

Astronomy magazine. Details will be presented at the next BOD meeting for approval.  

 

Old Business  

 

Dee reported that the activation of the TAAS Astro Talk Yahoo Group has been delayed due to 

Simon Arnett’s schedule. The plan is to have it operational by the end of the year.  

 

Dee will start the process of deciding on the future of the TAAS mirror blanks at the next BOD 

meeting.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.. 


