
Minutes for TAAS Board of Directors 

14 November 2013 

Members present:  Dee Friesen, Dick Fate, Amy Estelle, Mike Molitor, Roger Kennedy, Gordon 
Pegue, David Frizzell, Steve Riegel ,Dan Clark , Bob Anderson, Lynne Olson, Tom Graham. 

Members absent:  Pamela Wilson, Bob Havlen 

Other Guest:  Stephen Snider, Hy Tran, Sigrid Monaghan and Jim Fordice. 

The meeting was called to order at 7PM.  Dee opened with discussion on observing, and ISON 
was the primary focus.  The minutes from the last board meeting were reviewed and 
approved.  Tom Graham was asked to take the minutes for this meeting. 

Committee Reports: 

PR/ Publicity:  Many events upcoming and several have taken place.  Lynne passed out 
upcoming events, and they will be on the web site soon. 

            Finance:  Dan Clark passed out the financial report, there were no questions. 

            GNTO: Mike Molitor passed out proposed budget and financial report for GNTO. 

Membership:  Bob Anderson has a computer to make membership badges for all 
members and was active at the open space star party held in November. 

Education:  Tom Graham relayed that Education committee was actively looking at 
acquiring a new planetarium and expanding its use. 

Previous Activities: 

A review of the ASTC Conference and Cosmic Carnival, Girl Scout STEM, Placitas Star 
Party, NMSTA Conference, Fright Night, and the ABQ Open Space Star Party were all 
favorable and a success of Public Outreach.  The New Mexico State Star party had to be 
rescheduled for a variety of reasons and is currently in planning stages. 

Future Activities: 

Explora Night will be 15 November.  16 November Roger Kennedy will head up Solar 
Viewing at the Open Space Visitor Center where we recently held our star 
party.  General membership meeting on "Comets" will be held 16 November.  The 
General Membership meeting will be held at the Planetarium in The Museum of Natural 
History December 14.  The Perihelion banquet will be held Jan 18 and prices will remain 
at $20.00. 

Future Star Parties: 



Discussion was held to plan a contingency observation of comet ISON in collaboration 
with UNM.  Two dates are being planned.  Dick Fate will have more information as ISON 
either develops or is a bust.  TAAS will have a plan in place either way. 

Chaco Canyon will have a Star Party at Crown Point on 6 December, which Dee will 
attend, and an event at Chaco Canyon on the winter solstice, Dec. 21, for which they are 
asking TAAS for assistance.  The dark sky designation event is still in planning for the 
spring. 

There are several upcoming solar observations; see web site for updates. 

Old Business: 

            TAAS Glass report: more blank glass was sold for $5,600.00 

Insurance review was presented with options for the board to consider; inventory and 
strategy sessions will be held to see what the best option is. 

Web Site review is still progressing. 

Nominating committee is still seeking nominations for all positions. 

Awards committee requested nominations for deserving members. 

New Business: 

The TAAS library is being investigated for review and updating. 

The Albuquerque Open Space personnel would like TAAS to feature more star parties at 
their facilities, and both will consolidate calendars and dates. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

  

 


