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 Whereas, on June 21, the Red Planet Mars will make its closest approach to our Home Planet since 1988, and
therefore, a prime astronomical object to view; and

 Whereas, spectacular views and information of the Red Planet will be offered to oitizens and visitors on or near
this date by several New Mexico Astronomy Organizations; and

  Whereas, in New Mexico, astronomy represents a productive, high-tech, non-polluting industry that provides
good jobs, contributes to local economics, augments our base of technological expertise, enriches local education
and attracts tourists from around the world; and

 Whereas, New Mexico is home to four major observatories:  The National Science Foundation’s (NSF) National
Radio Astronomy Observatory in Socorro; The NSF’s National Solar Observatory and the Multi-University
Consortium Apache Point Observatory, both at Sunspot; and the Air Force’s Starfire Optical Range at Kirtland Air
Force Base; and

 Whereas, New Mexico’s three State Universities, NMSU, UNM and New Mexico Tech, offer a Ph.D program in
Astronomy or Astrophysics and operate facilities such as campus and small to medium-sized research
observatories; and

 Whereas, New Mexico is home to three National Laboratories, Sandia, Los Alamos and the Air Force Research
Laboratory, with staff astronomers and active astronomical research programs including ground and space-based
observational facilities; and

 Whereas, New Mexico offers other research programs such as the Linear Project at White Sands Missile Range,
which finds near-Earth asteroids and discovers new comets; and

 Whereas, there are a number of amateur Astronomical Societies whose members volunteer their time and equip-
ment to bring knowledge about the Universe and excitement about science to the public and young people,
including The Astronomical Society of Las Cruces, The Alamogordo Astronomy Club, The Rio Rancho
Astronomical Society, The Clovis Astronomy Club, The Albuquerque Astronomical Society, NM Astronomy, and
Project Astro New Mexico; and

 Whereas, New Mexico is home to innovative projects that bring astronomy to the public, including the Lodestar
Astronomy Center and The New Mexico Museum of Space History,

 Now, therefore I, Gary E. Johnson, Governor of the State of New Mexico, do hereby proclaim the 17th through the
23rd of June, 2001 as “Mars Discovery Week” throughout the State of New Mexico and urge all citizens to visit the
wonderful public Astronomical Institutions and to learn more about The Red Planet and our Astronomical
Heritage.

Attest:

Rebecca Vigil-Giron
Secretary Of State

Done at the Executive Office this 13th Day of June, 2001.
Witness my hand and The Great Seal of The State of New Mexico.

Gary E. Johnson
Governor

PROCLAMATION OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

written by Sammy Lockwood
signed by Governor Johnson
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PRESIDENT’S UPDATE

by Eric Bucheit

     The summer is shaping up nicely with several events

planned that are sure to be a success.   Check the calendar

and articles in this    issue for information about GNTO,

Oak Flat, Chaco, and the TAAS Picnic.

By the time you get this issue the 1st Chaco Star Party

(June 16th), Mars Day (June 22nd), and two Oak Flat

Parties (May 26th and June 23rd) will already have taken

place.  Don’t miss out on the fun join us for the rest of the

summer.  The TAAS picnic will be July 28th at Oak Flat

preceding the Star Party scheduled for that night.  Anyone

interested in helping organize this effort see Sammy

Lockwood as the event still needs an owner.

     On the business end, the Board will be updating the

By-Laws and Resolutions with the state commission.  In

the course of our  investigation we discovered the state

commission did not have all the updates published as the

Society had requested over the years.  We expect to have

the updates completed and submitted to the state

commission by August.

The Air Force has signed the Tech Transfer Agreement

providing the research dome to our Society.   We now have

a limited time to secure the dome and move it to the GNTO

for use.   Anyone interested in helping with this endeavor,

see Pete Eschman.

   In other news the positions of Librarian and Newsletter

Editor have been filled.  It is my   pleasure to announce our

new Librarian is Dawn Gray.   Dawn and her husband Ryan

have been interested in becoming more involved in

Society activities and she was very interested in the

librarian position.  Thank you Dawn we look  forward to

working with you.  I would like to take this opportunity to

thank Lisa Wood for all the fine work and dedication she

placed in this position while holding several other vital

society positions at the same time.  Lisa, our sincere thanks

and appreciation.  Anyone interested in utilizing the library

resources, Dawn will have them available in the near

future.

      Our new newsletter editor is Dan Richey.   Dan has been

on the Board of Directors for two years now and  has been

very active in the Darksky special interest group.  Dan will

be working with Mike Pendley to make a smooth

transition into this position. I would like to take this

opportunity to thank Mike Pendley for all the fine effort

and dedication to making the newsletter a truly

remarkable representation of our Society. Mike, words

cannot accurately express our  gratitude for the work you

have done both with the newsletter and the Society in

general. Thank You!! Mike will continue as our Webmaster

and we look forward to the progress he is planning in this

area.

       Kevin McKeown has volunteered to take over the

position of Program Director. This position has historically

been held by the current Vice-President, but due to an

extremely overtaxed  schedule, Vice-President Steve Snider

was unable to give this area the attention he though it

required.  Kevin, who has had successful experience in this

position in the past, volunteered his services which were

gratefully accepted.  We look forward to a wide variety of

interesting general meeting speakers and topics in the

future.  Thank you, Kevin.

     As a reminder the Society is still looking for individuals

interested in the Explorer Post adviser and TAAS Update

positions. Anyone interested please see me or any Board

Member.

Eric
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GNTO News &
Views

by Pete Eschman
We had a good GNTO turnout on June
9th. Ray Collins took advantage of the
opportunity to get his level one check-
out on the Isengard telescope, which
many of us used later for great views
of Mars.  Other observers included
Kevin McKeown, Mark Nagrodsky
and his guest Gareth Harris, Carl
Frisch, Colin Strombeck, Dennis
Mitchell, Gordon Pegue, myself and a
couple of long time TAAS members:
Cal Currier and Jim Cox.

 Our most recent GNTO committee
meeting was May 24th, with the
following folks attending: Dave
Brown, Ray Collins, Nancy Davis,
Larry Cash, Carl Frisch, Karen Keese,
Kevin McKeown, Gordon Pegue,
George Pellegrino, Bob Legasse and
Jodie Forester.  We spent some time
going over the GNTO budget and
observatory objectives.  George
proposed that we develop a research
program to involve high school
students and Ray and Bob offered to
help with this initiative.

The committee approved ordering a
SBIG relay box, so that the ST-9E self-
guiding chip can be interfaced to the
Astrophysics jog box that Carl has
modified.  The relay box has now been
ordered, and we are getting a discount
on the purchase price from Pocono
Mountain Optics.

We decided to set aside funds on a
periodic basis for a Long-Term
Maintenance fund that will be used to
replace the large batteries used by the
photovoltaic power system, as well
as other long-term maintenance
expenses.  We also decided to set up a
Capital Improvements sub-fund
within the general GNTO fund.  This
will allow us to save up for capital
improvements, such as CCD color
wheel and enhanced drive motor and
control system for the Isengard.
George has donated $250 to start this
fund off with a giant step and all
donations are welcome to either this
fund or the general GNTO fund.
Thanks George!

The next major meeting topic was the

foundation and support wall for the
10-foot dome that we plan to place
over the Astrophysics pier.  Karen
volunteered to contact WayCor
concrete company to see if we could
get concrete donated or at a reduced
cost.  WayCor has offered to donate 4
cubic yards of concrete so we should
have enough to pour the footings and
slab around the Astrophysics pier.  We
will then construct a 2-foot high
wooden support wall to raise the 10-
foot Tech Transfer dome to the correct
height.

Dave has been working hard to make
arrangements for us to pick up the
dome and transport it to GNTO, and
June 29th has been set up as the date
for the equipment move.  Thanks to
Karen’s efforts and WayCor ’s
generosity we will also be able to con-
struct a few more observing pads on
the east edge of the observing field.
Work parties are slated for the end of
June and early part of July to do the
concrete work and other construction
activities.  Work party times and dates
will be posted on the TAAS listserv.

The next major meeting topic was
access levels and training procedures.
Karen volunteered to draft a simple
one-page instruction set for level one
access and Isengard procedures.  We
plan to have at least one training
session at GNTO each month, and I
will post notices on the TAAS-L
newsgroup and the TAAS update prior
to the training sessions.

Carl has been hard at work and has
installed conduit from the warm-up
building to the astrophysics pier.  In
addition he as donated and installed a
wind turbine to vent the roof of the
warm-up building.  Carl has also
donated an umbrella for one of the
picnic tables, a water drain pan, dish
soap, and a 100-foot extension cord.
Kevin has donated cacti for a native
plant area. The natural vegetation is
rebounding quickly now that the site
is fenced off from the munching cattle.
If you are the last one out of GNTO
please remember to close the gate!

For GNTO availability and access
please contact Carl at 239-6002, or
contact me - (Pete Eschman) at
eschman@unm.edu, home phone:
873-1517, work phone: 277-0020).

Carl will keep me up-to-date on his
schedule, so I should be able to let you
know when he will be at GNTO.

GNTO committee meetings are open
to all interested TAAS members.  We
meet on Thursdays, one week before
the TAAS general meeting. Everyone
is welcome to contribute at committee
meetings.  Please contact me if you
want to have more details about the
meeting place and meeting agenda.  I
look forward to seeing you at GNTO.

The Second (Blue) June
Regular Meeting

by Kevin McKeown
The second (“Blue”) Regular

Meeting of June, 2001 is Saturday, the
30th, at 7 pm in Regener Hall.  This
meeting will be a great one!  Tonight’s
featured  speakers are TAAS members
Bruce Levin, and Jeff Bender, both
fresh off an African safari of the total
solar eclipse chasing kind.  In addition
to letting us know how the June 21st
eclipse turned out, Bruce and Jeff will
talk about their tour of southern
Africa.  They’ve also promised to tell
us about all the great  buffets they took
in (seriously).  So, come find out from
Bruce and Jeff why Africa is really
called the “dark continent”.
     Time permitting, we’ll also have
updates on all of the spring ’01 doings-
time permitting.  If you have any
astronomy day slides to share, slides
and stories about exotic star parties
(e.g. the Texas Star Party), trips to
observatories, and other interesting
astronomy items, contact me (Kevin
McKeown) at 254-9117.
     We’re also starting up a new
members/beginning stargazers booth-
come by and check it out.  As usual,
the social hour wraps things up.  Bring
the cookies, and other goodies!  A map
to Regener Hall appears on the back.



—The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society—
Page 4

                       July 2001The Sidereal Times

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

July 28th Oak
Flats/TAAS Picnic

by  John Laning
All TAAS members and their

guests bring your  telescopes up to
the mountains above the city’s light
pollution to the Oak Flat Picnic
Grounds. Saturday the 28th of July
the Sandia Ranger District invites
TAAS members to set up their
telescopes and provide the general
public with views of the night sky.
Viewing begins at dusk. The agenda
includes the realm of galaxies from
Ursa Major to Virgo, globulars from
Hercules to Ophichus, and the
many nebulae and clusters of

Sagittarius.  Possibly see features on
Mars, which will shine brighter and
appear larger than it has since 1988.
Moonlight will be available till early
Sunday morning, so the Moon’s
craters, maria, and mountains can be
viewed closely.

Plan on coming out early to this
month’s star party and bring a basket
of food and drinks for the TAAS
Summer Picnic, which starts at 4pm
before the star party. Take NM High-
way 337,  nine miles south of Tijeras,
and follow the signs to Oak Flat, on the
left, then look for Juniper Loop.

For information, contact John
Laning at   286-8976.

UNM Report
by Jay Harden, UNM Campus

Observatory coordinator

4 May:  Cloudy. No viewers.

11 May   Partly cloudy.  We did have
19 viewers.  Docents: Brock Parker,
Jim Lawrence, and Jay Harden.

18 May:  100% cloudy.  I Never left
home.

25 May:  Mostly cloudy.  Started
clearing around 9:30.  We did have
5 viewers after 10:00PM.  Docents:
Jim Lawrence, Jay Harden.

1 June: Was a clear night.  We had 19
viewers.  Docents: Jim Lawrence, Jay
Harden.

• UNM
• Last

quarter at 12:47

• UNM
• GNTO
• New

Moon at 13:45

• UNM
• First  quarter at

04:09

• Full Moon at
09:04

• Partial eclipse
of the Moon

• TAAS picnic
• GNTO

Meeting
• Equation of time

= -6.51 minutes

• GNTO

• GNTO
• Moon at

perigee. 56.3
earth-radii @
15:00

• Oak Flat

• UNM

Planet Rise / Set (07/15/2001)
       (Rounded to  15 minutes,  MDT)

Mercury 04:30/18:45 Saturn 03:00/17:15
Venus 03:15/17:00 Uranus 22:00/08:45
Mars 17:45/03:15 Neptune 21:00/07:15
Jupiter 04:15/18:45 Pluto 16:30/03:45

07/01 05:55/20:26
07/15 06:03/20:23
07/31 06:14/20:12

(MDT)

Sunrise/Sunset

July 2001
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS
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NOTES:
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astro-
nomical Society

GNTO = General Nathan Twining
Observatory.  Call Peter Eschman @
873-1517  to confirm.

UNM = University of New Mexico
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline
@296-0549, or the UNM hotline @
277-1446  to confirm.

ACSA =Albuquerque Coffee Shop
Astronomers. Contact Sammy for in-
formation or visit www.taas.org and se-
lect sidewalk astronomy

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.
Call Michael Pendley for information
@ 296-0549.

PandA = UNM Physics and As-
tronomy.  Corner of Lomas and Yale.

August 2001

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

Planet Rise / Set (08/15/2001)
       (Rounded to  15 minutes,  MDT)

08/01 05:56/20:21
08/15 06:10/20:03
08/31 06:26/19:35

(MDT)

Sunrise/Sunset

Mercury 06:53/20:30 Saturn 00:55/15:32
Venus 03:09/17:55 Uranus 20:02/06:22
Mars 16:24/00:59 Neptune 19:04/04:55
Jupiter 02:25/17:23 Pluto 14:36/01:28

ATM Workshop
by Mike Pendley

The Amateur Telescope Making
workshop is now in operation.
The workshop meets the first and
third Wednesdays of each month
at Valley High School, 1505
Candelaria—the north side of
Candelaria, just west of 12th street.
The meetings begin at 7 PM in
building A, room 7.

• TAAS
General
Meeting, 7pm,
Regener Hall

• Board
Meeting (7 pm
@ PandA bld.)

• Board
Meeting (7 pm
@ PandA bld.)

• GNTO

• GNTO

• GNTO

• GNTO
Meeting

• Oak Flat

• Chaco

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

• UNM

TAAS UNM Observatory Viewing-
JayHarden  bluecorn@flash.net
GNTO Observing Night - Pete Eschman
eschman@unm.edu
Chaco Canyon - GB Cornucopia
505-786-7145
Telescope Making Class - Valley High
Ray Collins ray@rinzai.com
GNTO  Committee Meeting
 Pete Eschman eschman@unm.edu
TAAS Board Meeting - Eric Bucheit
abraham53@earthlink.net
TAAS General Meeting - Kevin
McKeown kmckeown@compuserve.com
TAAS  Picnic at Oak Flat
Sammy Lockwood - abqsammy@att.net
Oak Flat Star Party  - John Laning
ASTRODOCJL@aol.com

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

• ATM Workshop
7pm, Valley HS

Phone #’s/e-mails

• Full Moon at
23:56

• Last
quarter at 01:54

• First  quarter at
13:54

• New Moon at
20:55
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The May 31, 2001 Board of Directors
(BoD) meeting of The Albuquerque
Astronomical   Society (TAAS) was
called to order at 7pm by President Eric
Bucheit.  Other board members present
during the meeting were: Dave
Brown, Sammy Lockwood, Pete
Eschman, Neil Goldberg, Gordon
Pegue,  Dan Richey, and Barry Spletzer.
Observers included  Barry Gordon,
Carl Frisch, Larry Cash, George
Pellegrino, and Kevin McKeown.

Minutes
Gordon made a motion to accept

the minutes from the May 3 Board
meeting as  printed in the newsletter.
Sammy seconded the motion, which
passed.

Treasurers Report

Dave Brown distributed the  report
dated May 31, 2001.  General Funds  on
deposit are $1,168.03.  GNTO Funds on
deposit are $1,206.19.  Education
Funds  on Deposit are $217.31.  Dark
Sky NM funds are $89.36. Explorer
Troop 110 funds  are $66.99.

Dave also distributed a list of TAAS
memberships that have expired for
February and March, and a member-
ship report indicating 366 members for
May.

Lastly, Dave presented the following
resolution:

TAAS Fund Expense
Allocation Resolution

Expense allocations to TAAS funds
should be based on expenses related
to the activities of the individual funds
only.  No expenses should be allocated
multiple funds unless more than one
fund was involved directly in the
expenditures. Expenditures for items
related to the overall TAAS  organiza-
tion such as the International Dark
Skies Association membership, TAAS
Insurance, and costs related to TAAS
awards will be expensed to the TAAS
General Fund only. Neil moved to
accept the resolution, which was
seconded by Dan.  After lengthy
discussion, the resolution passed.

Correspondence

None

Unfinished Business

Resolutions and Bylaws - Pete, Barry
S., and Eric will prepare the documents
needed for the State Corporation
Commission.

Complementary Memberships -
Dave presented a list of 94 groups and
individuals throughout the country
that receive complementary TAAS
newsletters. After discussion, Sammy
was assigned to review and edit the
list,  indicating that most would be
removed.

Assets Inventory - No Report

Open Positions - Eric announced that
TAAS Member Dawn Gray has
accepted the post of TAAS Librarian.
Dan Richey accepted the post of TAAS
Newsletter Editor. Barry Spletzer
tentatively accepted the post of TAAS
Grants Solicitor.

Committee Reports

Membership - Eric read a newletter
article that Neil drafted from the TAAS
Board, explaining recent dues and
membership changes. Suggestions for
changes to the article will be e-mailed
to Neil.

GNTO

Pete reported that the 5/24 GNTO
meeting included discussions of bud-
get issues, a proposed GNTO outreach
program, inventory, key check-out and
training procedures, a user friendly
level 1 handout, and AF Tech transfer.

The lower shutters of the Isengard
dome are repaired and functional. Carl
has installed conduit from the
warm-up room to the Astrophysics
Pier, and  repaired the road dragger.

Pete handed out a GNTO   budget
estimate for 2001, which indicated an
shortfall.

Gordon moved to increase the
amount of Membership Dues that is
allocated to the GNTO fund from $5
to 7.50, and to allocate $1 from family
memberships to he GNTO fund.
After discussion, Gordon amended his
motion to $8 from the Membership
dues, and none from the family dues.
Neil seconded the  motion, which
passed. (note: this motion did not
increase member dues, but only

changed the allocation of the dues).

Program

Mark Nagrosky is slated to speak at
the next meeting.  Kevin volunteered
to take over the duties of TAAS
program  Director.  After  discussion,
Sammy so moved, which was
seconded by Gordon, and passed.

Calendar

Due to scheduling conflicts the
TAAS Star Party at Chaco Canyon
scheduled for 10/20 had to be moved
to 8/18.  The change was motioned,
seconded, and passed.  There is no
owner for the Oak Flat TAAS Picnic,
originally scheduled for 7/7.  Sammy
will look into rescheduling the picnic
with an Oak Flat Star Party.

Events

School Star Party - Dan reported that
the Bosque Prep party on 5/8 was
poorly attended, and co-booked with
another school event.

Astro 101 - Carl reported that the
event owner for the past two
Astronomy 101 events did not attend.

Oak Flat - Larry reported a very
successful event, with good PR.

New Business

Carl submitted two letters to the
board which were discussed in closed
executive session.  The matter was
deferred and will be reviewed at a later
time.

TAAS Update - Pete noted that The
TAAS e-mail list server has not been
listed enough in Sammy’s Updates.
Sammy will list it whenever he lists the
NM Astronomy Server.

The meeting was adjourned at 10pm.

PRESIDENT’S UPDATEBOARD MEETING

by Sammy
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Oak Flat
by Robert Williams

After many disappointing Oak Flat
events last season the first one of this
season was a great success. Thanks to
some great publicity work done by
Sam Lockwood on this event as well
as from Kevin McKeown and Brock
Parker in an article that mentioned the
Oak Flat event in Saturday’s paper. The
public had plenty of notice as showed
from the turnout to this event.

With around 18 telescopes and a
couple dozen astronomers from TAAS,
and a few who were here for the space
conference, we entertained around 150
visitors to Oak Flat. We began the
evening as usual with a talk by David
Nelson Blair who discussed one of his
favorite subjects and passions in
astronomy, asteroids. David shared
some of his observations and thoughts
about not just Minor Planet 1999 KW4,
the talk of the evening, but some of the
other 134 asteroids he has observed.
David also stated that if he were able
to spot the asteroid this evening, he
would now have 135 confirmed
sittings. After some discussion and
questions we moved out to the
observing field for some views of the
Moon while we waited for it to get
dark enough for other objects.

As it became darker, the lines began to
form at all the telescopes as people
waited for views of M13, M57 and
many other deep sky objects. Mars did
not rise until later in the evening but
those who stuck around were treated
to some great views of Mars. At around
10:00pm Dave Blair had confirmed his
135th asteroid (CONGRATULA-
TIONS)!  He then began to share it with
those who were still around waiting.
As a line of about 10-12 people came
to the eyepiece, he  described what
they were looking for and kept the as-
teroid at the center of the field of view
for them.

I would like to thank all the
astronomers who came out and
shared their telescopes with others.
Everyone had a great night and

despite the clouds every now and
then, the night was a big success and
a lot of fun.

Our next Oak Flat event will be on June
23rd; I hope to see you there. If you
have any questions or need any more
information please let me know. You
can contact me at 249-5434 or at
robawil@home.com

A Flight of Three
Satellites

by Sammy Lockwood

What’s the strangest thing that
you’ve ever seen while stargazing?
Until recently, I didn’t have a good
answer to that question.  But fate, and
the US Navy, may have finally given
me a tale worth telling.

On Saturday night, June 9, Judy
Stanley, Robert Williams, Barry
Spletzer and I were enjoying good
stars and good company at Oak Flat
when around 11pm, Robert noticed
that part of the sky was moving.
Robert had spotted a set of 3  satellites,
in a wide (5 deg) isosceles triangle,
moving as one toward the southeast.
The satellites slowly passed almost
directly overhead, and one-by-one,
dimmed out just past zenith.  All four
of us saw the objects.

As an Air Traffic Controller with 15
years of experience, I can say that they
were not aircraft.  Stars were visible
between the satellites, so they were 3
independent objects.  They were
obviously quite high, as noted by their
slow speed, and that they were visible
overhead so long after sunset.

After a little digging on the internet,
I found reference to NOSS: Naval
Ocean Surveillance System.  “The
NOSS constellations consist of three
visible satellites, each of which moves
in a roughly geocentric orbit. The
shape of the triangle formed cannot be
maintained because the orbits must
intersect one another when viewed
from Earth’ s center. Thus from time
to time the satellites will even appear
to be in a straight line from that point
of view. All other times they form some

sort of  triangle, but its shape must vary
continuously.”

References to this system can be
found at http://www.mara.org.uk/
NOSS.htm and
http://www.fas.org/spp/military/
program/surveill/noss.htm to name a
few.

After reading several documents, I
am convinced that this is what we saw.
And now we have a story to tell.

Oak Flat TAAS
Picnic

by Sammy Lockwood
The TAAS Summer Picnic, originally

scheduled for July 7, has been moved
to July28.  Please join us in the cool
pines of the Oak Flat Picnic Area for  a
relaxing afternoon among friends.  The
picnic starts at 4pm.

This years event was moved from
GNTO, for the cooler venue of the
woods.  As great as GNTO is for night
time events, it’s pretty darn hot
there on a July afternoon. We have
therefore reserved the Juniper Loop
area of Oak Flat for the entire day.
After the picnic, stick around after
dusk for our 3rd  Oak Flat Star  Party
of the year.

This will be a “zero budget” event
for the club, meaning that we  should
all come with our own food, drinks
and fun.  Rather than try and organize
a  pot-luck, I’m going to keep this
simple and just ask everyone to
provide for themselves. However, if
anyone would like to take over and try
for  something more  ambitious, please
give me a call and I will help in
anyway that I can.  As with all TAAS
events, this will be a non-alcoholic
picnic. Take NM Highway 337,  nine
miles south of Tijeras, and follow the
signs to Oak Flat, Juniper Loop.
For information, contact Sammy
Lockwood  at 275-0258

Throwing out ideas here:  Can
anyone bring: A volleyball set?
Horseshoes? A Badminton set? Please
drop me a line.
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THE OBSERVER’S PAGE

by Kevin McKeown

The Mysterious Glowing Clouds of June, 1991

     On the night of June 7-8, 1991, I observed curious

glowing clouds- which I felt were a form of noctilucent

clouds- in a very dark sky on the north end of White Sands

Missile Range.  Here is what I wrote: “. . . with an

increasingly dark sky, noctilucent clouds (NLC’s) became

apparent!  I was in a very dark location- these clouds were

illuminated by the Sun!  They appeared as phosphorescent

wispy clouds that moved little or not at all.  Some looked

just like comet tails.  The general sky appeared “streaky”

(with a banded appearance).  Their intensity was that of

the Milky Way.  At sunset, the entire sky was involved.

Towards mid evening, the intensity fell off, and they dis-

appeared in the south, and by 12 AM, only the northern

half of the sky showed the clouds.  The streaky bands, and

wisps were oriented in a WSW to ENE direction.”  And,

“As I recall, the clouds had been observed within the last

week- only tonight they were so obvious- and not the

result of light pollution.”

     I thought these luminous clouds were somehow related

to the Kuwaiti oil well fires (set by the Iraqis upon

withdrawal of Kuwait), or the eruption of a Japanese

volcano (Mt. Unzen?).  I wrote Mark Zalcik of the Cana-

dian Noctilucent Cloud Center, about my observations, and

he was skeptical- NLC’s had never occurred south of about

latitude 49 north!!!  Never-the-less, Mark included my

observation in his NLC database (based on my very good

descriptions), with caveats.

A Reappearance!

     Over the years, I wondered if I would ever observe this

curious phenomena again.  However, the skies on

Thursday, June 14th promised great observing at GNTO,

and I wanted to check to see if the June Lyrid meteor shower

was still active.  So I headed out.  Although the first half of

the night was a perfect sky, by about 12:30 AM, June 15th,

the phenomenon I observed in June 1991 began to appear

again in the sky over GNTO.  Only this time I was

prepared: Carl Frisch was shooting his dark sky survey at

GNTO for the Park Service, and for the next several hours,

we imaged these clouds.  It turns out that Carl apparently

inadvertently got the first images in the far NNW sky at

about 11 PM, June 14th.

     The clouds we observed were of greatest intensity in the

north to northwest, but we could see them even in the south,

through Libra in the SW to Capricornus in the SE.  They

were also quite filamentary, and resembled the tail of comet

Hyakutake.  The were oriented WSW to ENE.  In the NW,

the sky took on a glowing “corn rows” appearance!  With

the CCD images, we demonstrated these clouds were

certainly not aurorae (although a solar wind relationship

is yet possible), and that they were self luminous- that is-

not high cirrus reflecting ground source light pollution.

After moonrise (after 2 AM), the clouds were washed out,

but the brighter clouds could still be detected.  They

appeared as normal moonlit cirrus.

The Mystery Deepens

     Needless to say, I was elated to re-observe a

phenomenon I’d observed only once before, years ago.

Certainly, these clouds are NLC’s of some type.  Our

observations of June 14-15 should work to explain this

phenomena.  However, the circumstances of June 7-8, 1991

and June 14-15, 2001 are so similar to each other that the

mystery is only enhanced!  First, the two events occurred

in June, with the Sun very nearly farthest north of the

equator.  Second, both displays occurred during an active

Sun.  Third, the Moon was very nearly in the same phase

for both events.  But, the question remains: how can

noctilucent clouds appear so far south- and in the southern

sky over central New Mexico?  It strongly suggests the New

Mexico NLC’s are of very great altitude.  Anyway, stay

tuned!
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TAAS Hot Line Phone Number is 296-0549

Science Fair Results
by Bruce Levin

This year’s winners are:

Senior Division
First Place: R. Phoy  St. John, Recreating Saturn’s Ring Structure Through
Modeling of Perturbation by Satellites.

Second Place: V. Sengdhuan  St. John, Finding Galactic Velocity of the Sun
Using Radial Velocities of Globular Clusters.

Junior Division
First Place: Eric J. McInteer, Observing the Moons of Jupiter.

   Eric called the meeting to order at
7 PM,  and first called for announce-
ments on upcoming events.  Eric  next
introduced some of the winners of the
TAAS Science Fair awards at the
Science and Engineering Science
Fair last March. They included
Eric McInteer (“Observing the
Moons of Jupiter”),R. Phoy St.John
(“Recreating Saturn’s Rings Through
Modeling of Perturbations by
Satellites”), and V. Sengdhuan St. John
(“Finding the Velocity of the Sun
Using Radial Velocities of Globular
Clusters”).  Eric, R. Phoy, and  V.
Sengdhuan kindly gave a short
presentation on their winning projects.
     Kevin McKeown then presented an
observers report, which mostly
centered on the flyby of asteroid
1999KW4.
     Next, our featured guest speaker
Mark Nagrodsky, was introduced.
Mark is originally from Ohio, and in
1993 started a telescope shop called
New Mexico Astronomical.  Mark
pointed out that one of the positive
aspects of his shop - unlike others - is
that persons shopping for telescopes
can actually test and compare
different instruments under dark
skies.  Mark then reviewed general
aspects of refractors vs. reflectors, and
talked about the popularity of high
grade apochromatic refractors, and/or
reflectors presently marketed by
Astrophysics, Takahashi, and TeleVue.
He also gave us some insight on the
eternal “telescope war” waged
between Celestron and Meade for the
control of the Schmidt-Cassegrain
market.  Mark demonstrated some of
his ‘scopes, and he concluded with a
discussion of the Celestron NexStar
line of go-to scopes.  A QandA
followed.
     The winner of the trivia contest was
announced, and the usual social hour
followed, with plenty of goodies and
coffee.  Note: at future meetings, we
will have a “new stargazers” booth set
up.

1st June Meeting
Recap

by Kevin McKeown

R. Phoy St. John
1st Place

Senior Division

V. Sengdhuan St. John
2nd Place

Senior Division

E. McInteer
1st Place

Junior Division
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ROO ESTATE SALE

Astro Equipment for Sale: 16” f4.5 truss
tube Dob, Meade 12.5” f4.8 Dob, Televue
and Meade eyepieces, TheSky v5 software,
filters, storage cases, books, binoculars.  All
proceeds go to Robert Ortega’s family.
More details and prices at http://
www.unm.edu/~eschman/astrostuff.htm
Contact Pete Eschman at 873-1517 (home),
277-0020 (work) or by email at
eschman@unm.edu

There’s Only One
by Barry Gordon

Not wishing to needlessly edit Barry
Gordon, an acknowledged master
word-smith, my computer spell checker
and I were wondering, is disirregardless a
word?  Is it a double negative, or just
double talk?
Ed.

Change in Dues
Structure
from the Board

Finding myself on the island of
Kauai (one of the Hawaiian Islands) on
the evening of May 19 with nothing
better to do, I attended the monthly
meeting of KEASA, the Kauai
Educational Association for the Study
of Astronomy.

This is a rather small group, but,
when I inquired, I was informed that
they really don’t know how many
members they have — my guess
would be perhaps two dozen or so —
my experience, albeit limited, suggests
that the size of a group’s name seems
to be in inverse proportion to the size
of the group.  The contrast with TAAS
was amusing, since we, with our
vastly superior techno-savvy, know
our   exact membership numbers at all
times — we have no clue as to how
many are actually conscious and am-
bulatory, but we do know how many
there are.

Too small for the luxury of a Board
of Directors, they simply hold their
brief monthly business meetings
before their monthly observing
sessions — whoever shows up
participates.  The major topics
discussed at this meeting were:  what
to do about increasing light pollution
in general and the threat of a new
nearby golf course in particular; and
how to get members to volunteer as
candidates for    office in next month’s
election — instantly recognized as a
newcomer, I was asked if I’d like to be
president.  (If not for the abominable
humidity, I could easily have imagined
myself back at a TAAS BOD meeting).

As the Sun sank into the  Pacific
in the West (in Hawaii, it would sink
into the Pacific disirregardless of
whatever direction it was in), the
business meeting was adjourned, and
all eyes turned sky-ward to behold ...
clouds.  My gracious hosts apologized
for the uncooperative weather, and one
of them treated me to a PC “slide
show” of astronomical images taken

on earlier  occasions — exactly as our
own Carl Frisch does on our own all-
too-many clouded out Star Parties.
(Once again, if not for the aforemen-
tioned  abominable humidity, I would
have felt right at home.)

All in all, my Kauai experience
leads me inexorably to one inescap-
able conclusion:  there is really only
one amateur astronomy group; it goes
by    different names in different places,
but, deep down, it’s the same group.

  TAAS is facing a budget crunch.
Although TAAS members give freely
of their time and effort, the cost of
capital improvements, supplies and
maintenance at GNTO plus the
expenses incurred in publishing and
mailing the Sidereal Times have forced
the Board to consider several options
to deal with this problem.

The Board considered reducing
the size of the newsletter, changing
its format and/or delivering it via the
web only.  Since the Sidereal Times is
the major source of information and
news about TAAS and is the glue that
welds the Society together, none of
these choices were very attractive.
However, we found that we could cut
expenses by reducing the number of
complimentary copies mailed each
month to other  astronomy societies,
to the media, and to certain
individuals who have no interest

in  receiving the newsletter regularly.

An across the board increase in
membership dues at this time  was not
considered an option.  However, the
Board felt that bringing the real cost
of publishing the newsletter in line
with certain membership fees was
realistic and would be supported by
the members affected by the change.
The Educator/Full-Time Student
category was amended moving the
adult teachers and college students
into the regular member category,
thereby changing that classification
to the student category.  The student
fee remains the same for 12th grade
and below.  The   Family membership
fee was raised to $5.00 from $3.00.

The new fee structure will begin
on September 1, 2001.

I am pleased and honored to be the
Society’s new newsletter editor.  I am
aware of how important the news-
letter is to the proper functioning of the
Society, and I intend to do everything
I can to uphold the very high standards
Mike Pendley has set for this publica-
tion.  I thank in advance all of you who
contribute your considerable writing
skills, for without you there would be
no Sidereal Times.

Editor’s Note
by Dan Richey
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CLASSIFIED ADS

For Sale: One pair Fujinon 16x70 bin-
oculars.  Includes box, manual &
tripod adapter.  Like-new condition.
Excellent optics!  Each eyepiece is
individually focusable.  $500 firm.
Gordon Pegue gpegue@cg-engrs.com
505-332-2591.

For Sale: 105mm (4.1”) f/5.6
Astrophysics refractor with a 2.7”
focuser.  The sale package includes a
2.5” extension barrel, 2” and 1.25”
eyepiece adapters, and a custom
padded carrying case.  The package
also includes an Astrophysics 400E
(German Equatorial) head with
factory-installed optical encoders with
a hand controller.  The head couples
to an adjustable hardwood tripod.
Rechargeable battery-pack also
included. I will also include a full-
aperture solar filter from Thousand
Oaks.
This scope has been used only a dozen
times or so, and is in pristine condi-
tion.  Purchased new in 1997, the total
package was in excess of $5000.  Will
sell for $4000.  Please contact John Wise
at (505) 890-1960 between 7:00-9:00
PM.

For Sale:  SBIG ST-6 CCD camera (no
pixel defects), CFW-6A filter wheel
with filters, CLA-6 camera lens
adapter, 50mm lens, laptop computer,
SVGA monitor, software, manuals,
adapters, and cables. $2200.  Sample
images available.  Call Carl Frisch at
239-6002.

For Sale:    Meade telescope.  10" f/4.5
Starfinder equatorial. Homemade base
allows use as Dobsonian.  8 X 50 finder
and 12 VDC variable drive corrector.
$500.  Call Carl Frisch at 239-6002.

For Sale:  Meade 16" F4.5 dob
telescope, Telrad, Magellan l computer
with Meade 4000 9.7 and 26mm eye
pieces.  Excellent deep sky performer!
Only 1 year old.  This is a big, heavy

scope. Paid $1195 for scope and $295
for computer.  Will sell all for $1100.
Call Harry @ 286-5491.

For Sale: Celestron 6" achro refractor
with CG5 mount.  Superb optics.
Stunning planetary and deep sky
performance.  Comes with an 8X50
finder, 20mm eyepiece, 1.25" diagonal
and 2x barlow.  Only 5 months old.
Selling to finance an Astro-Physics.
Harry441@juno.com

For Sale:  Celestron Firstscope 114.  4.5"
Newtonian with German equatorial
mount/tripod, finderscope, two
eyespieces (10mm and 20mm) and all
literature.  Two years old, excellent
condition.  $250.00 OBO.  Call Rena,
(505) 281-4864.

GNTO Site manager Carl Frisch 239-6002 (C)
Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054
Web Master Michael Pendley 296-0549 (H) mycall@rt66.com
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator Jay Harden 296-0537 (H) bluecorn@flash.net
Explorer Post 110 Advisor Open
Explorer Post 110 President Ted Schuler-Sandy 856-7450 (H) Cougar447@aol.com

President Eric Bucheit 771-9050 (H) abraham53@earthlink.net
Vice President Steve Snider 867-0041 (H) slsnider423@yahoo.com
Secretary/Public Relations/Event Coordinator Sammy Lockwood 275-0258 (H) sam@samlockwood.com
Treasurer/DB Manager Dave Brown 275-9126 (H) taas-treasurer@home.com
Director Ray Collins 344-9686 (H) ray@rinzai.com
Director Nancy Davis 277-1243 (W) nldavis@unm.edu
Director/Observatory Director Pete Eschman 87 3-1517 (H) eschman@unm.edu
Director/Telescope Curator Randall Gauntt 293-3410 (H) rogauntt@flash.net
Director Neil Goldberg 798-1958 (H) joaneil@earthlink.net
Director Gordon Pegue 332-2591 (H) deepsky@rt66.com
Director/Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 293-3983 (H) danR5@aol.com
Director Barry Spletzer 294-4601 (H) barry@swcp.com
Director/Education Liaison Judy Stanley 838-2950 (H) jstanley@sdc.org
Director Chris Wilson 821-1640 (H) cwwilson@nmia.com

—SOCIETY STAFF—

Board of Directors Phone E-mail Address
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a member-
ship application by calling the Hotline or by
sending e-mail to the Database Manager (see
previous page).   Applications may also be
downloaded from the Web site.  Annual dues
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society are
$30/year for a full membership and $15/year
for a full time student (High School or less)
membership.  Additional family members may
join  for $5/each (student and family member-
ships are not eligible to vote on society matters).
New member information packets are available
for $3.50 (free from the Web site).  You may send
your dues by mail to our newsletter return ad-
dress with your check written out to The Albu-
querque Astronomical Society or give your
check to the Treasurer  at the next meeting.

MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine subscrip-
tions to Sky and Telescope ($29.95/12 issues) and
Astronomy ($29/12 issues) as well as discounts
on books from Sky Publishing Corporation are
available when purchased by TAAS members
through our society.  Include any of the above
magazine renewal mailers and subscription
payments as part of your renewal check.  Make
checks out to TAAS (we will combine and send
one check to the publisher). Warning: publish-
ers take several months to process magazine
subscriptions.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES/ADVERTISE-
MENTS:  Articles, personal astronomical clas-
sified advertisements and business card size ad-
vertisements for businesses related to as-
tronomy must be submitted by the deadline
shown on the Society calendar (generally the
Saturday near the new Moon)  Rates for com-
mercial ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60
per half page, $30 per quarter page.  The news-

letter editor reserves the right to include and/
or edit any article or advertisement.   E-mail at-
tachments in Microsoft Word, 10 point Palatino,
justified, .25 inch indent at paragraph begin-
ning, no spaces between paragraphs is pre-
ferred.   ASCII and RTF are acceptable.  One
column is approximately 350 words.  Contact
the Newsletter Editor (see previous page ) for
more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that The Si-The  Si-The  Si-The  Si-The  Si-
dereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Timesdereal  Times is mailed at a nonprofit organiza-
tion bulk mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter
will NOT be forwarded to your new address
should you move!!  Please provide the Database
Manager with your new mailing address to en-
sure that you receive your newsletter.

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
ALBUQUERQUE, NM

PERMIT NO. 352

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P. O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

Address Service Requested

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the
Librarian (Dawn Gray) to check out a book or
make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:

http://www.taas.org
http://www.taas.org/download
taas@www.taas.org

Map to Regener Hall
(not to scale)

MLK Dr.

Central

Y
al

e

U
ni

ve
rs

ity

Regener
Hall

P
ar

ki
ng

Popejoy
Hall


