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I N S I D E

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b e  O b s e r v a n t
M e s s i e r  2 0 0 5

Dee Friesen

It is time to start the great 2005 
adventure to identify all of the Messier 
objects.  Messier 2005 is a TAAS 
special interest group (SIG) led by Dee 
Friesen.  The group will meet once or 
twice a month and together locate and 
identify the Messier objects for the 
month. 
Using a plan that divides the 110 
Messier objects into monthly groups, 
a person can miss a month but easily 
catch up the next month.  This will allow 
people who have scheduling conflicts 
to accomplish the goal of observing all 
of the Messier objects.  The monthly 
list is given on the web at http://www.
seds.org/messier/xtra/12months/
12months.html. TAAS members who 
do not have a telescope can use one of 
the club loaner telescopes available for 
member use or share with another SIG 
member.  We will use the old fashion 
method of star hopping to find the 

o b j e c t s .  
Every three 
months, the 
SIG will go 
to GNTO 
and use the 
I s e n g a r d 
telescope to 
re observe 
the objects 
of the 
past few 
months.

 The first 
m e e t i n g 
will be on M33

Tuesday 18 January at 7:00 P.M.  The 
purpose of the first meeting will be 
to get organized and plan the rest 
of the year.  The meeting will be at 
Dee’s house in the Sandia Heights in 
northeast Albuquerque.  It is a dark 
site and good observing is available.  
Further information is available on 
the TAAS web site or contact Dee at 
856-1593 or friesend@comcast.net.

H o w  w e l l  d o  y o u  k n o w  y o u r  
D e e p  S k y  O b j e c t s ?

Larry Cash

Starting in January 2005 we will have 
two observing contests.  One will be for 
the novice or beginner and the second 
one will be held for intermediates to 
the advanced observers.  

The novice observer will have their 
chance to begin learning the night sky 
by trying to track down all 110 Messier 
objects.  This will include nebula, 
galaxies, globular clusters, open clusters 
and double stars.  The contest is open 
to any and all participants that have 
either binoculars or telescopes that do 
not have “go to” capabilities.  Digital 
setting circles are ok but the preferred 
method is by using maps, finder scopes 
and Telrad or red dot finders.  To help 
with this portion of the contest Dee 
Friesend is going to have a basic class 
once or twice a month pointing out and 
trying to find the various M Objects.  
As Dee says, he is anxious to find the 
objects himself for the first time.  Please 

contact Dee for time and place.  

The advanced observer will be looking 
for all the objects in the TAAS 200 list.  
Some of these objects are also in the 
Hercele 400 list.  This list, as with the 
Messier list, contains galaxies, nebula, 
open and globular clusters.  The list 
is much harder but the rules are the 
same as above.  No “go to” scopes, 
but you can use digital setting circles, 
maps, finder scopes and red dot finders 
(Telrad, Orion, etc).  

Both categories are based on the honor 
system.  You will have up to one year 
to complete the list.  The first three 
finishers will be awarded prizes in each 
category.  Prizes will be picked by those 
that finished first, second and third.  
The prizes are a free membership to 
TAAS for one year or a Southwest Deep 
sky Screensaver or an observing log 
book.  (Prizes are subject to change).  

Lists for the Messier objects and TAAS 
200 objects will be handed out at the 
January general meeting, so please be 
sure to attend.

You will have one year to complete 
either lists.  The Messiers can actually 
be done at our Messier Merathon that 
will be held in late March or early 
April.  

Once you have completed your list, you 
will turn it in to Larry Cash.  You will 
be able to contact me at 299-4686 or 307-
1880.  The contest is only open to club 
members.  The list will also be available 
at the GNTO observatory.
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T A A S  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
Heather Mann

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
Dale Murray

It seems that it is human nature 
to have an urge to reminisce 
over the past year whenever we 
start a new one. I will not resist 
the urge. This was an interesting 
and at times challenging year 
for TAAS and astronomy in 
general. Astronomy and space 
exploration saw two rovers 
land on Mars, a spacecraft 
enter orbit around Saturn and 
a number of other fascinating 
astronomical events. Just a few 
of the unusual astronomical 
events that occurred include 
the Venus transit of the Sun 
(first one in over a hundred 
years) and right now an eye-
visible comet is nestling up to 
the Pleiades.  And TAAS has 
seen many changes.
Our Observatory has seen 
its share of changes. The 
observatory dome was 
beginning to have repair needs. 
After many work parties the 
dome is again rotating freely 
and the roof is no longer 
leaking. The Ortega Warm-
Up Building received some 
roof work and the solar power 

system was upgraded. The 
Isenguard telescope had its share 
of attention and now sports a 
new drive system with GOTO 
capability. And last but not least 
our GNTO outhouse received 
a face (or more accurately seat) 
lift.
We saw the formation of a Special 
Projects Fund and group to 
organize some new and exciting 
projects that hopefully in the 
coming years will lead to new 
telescopes and other projects to 
enhance your TAAS experience. 
TAAS became the recipient of 
a large quantity of very large 
mirror blanks that will help to 
provide materials and funds to 
the Special Projects. The current 
project within this new area 
is the building of a prototype 
broken cassegrain telescope that 
will serve as a proof-of-principle 
for a proposed design for a very 
large telescope we hope can 
be built and made available 
for TAAS events in the not too 
distant future.
We again had a very busy year 
as far as TAAS sponsored events. 

The January General meeting 
will take place on January 
22nd at 7:00 P.M. at Regener 
Hall on the UNM campus.

The meeting is an important 
one, as we will convene to elect 
our representative officers for 
2005!  If you received a proxy 
ballot along with your Winter 
Solstice Banquet invitation, but 

haven’t had a chance to send 
it in, please be sure to send it 
by January 15th.  If you plan 
to attend our general meeting 
and hear Dr. Trish Henning’s 
presentation, you don’t need 
to send in a ballot. 

Otherwise, be sure that we 
get your proxy vote!  2005 
promises to be a great year for 

We had another successful 
series of Oak Flat Star Parties. 
We are in the middle of 
another year of reaching out 
to the school children with 
our always-popular School 
Star Party program. We had 
a successful Astronomy Day 
where we engaged shoppers at 
Coranado Center with displays 
and solar telescopes. There 
were two TAAS supported 
Chaco Canyon events and two 
Placitas Star Parties. We even 
had an event that provided 
an evening of viewing for a 
tour conducted by Sky and 
Telescope Magazine. And do 
not forget the Foothills of Space 
photography competition.
Like I said we also had our 
challenges and foremost in 
this category was the untimely 
passing of one of our most 
active members, Mark Kroska. 
I for one think that TAAS made 
some great progress in the year 
2004 and expect the next year 
to be every bit as productive. 
One thing for sure is that it will 
not be dull.

Additional copies of the proxy ballot are on 
page 9 of this newsletter.  Ed.

our organization, with many 
opportunities to become 
involved with the club.  We 
look forward to seeing you at 
our meeting!
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
Peter Eschman

Our luck finally changed, and we had a 
great “New Moon” observing opportunity 
on December 11.  This was our only 
scheduled GNTO event for December and 
we had a great turnout of over 30 people 
with 19 telescopes in action.  Since the 
event was on the night of the new moon 
and the clouds stayed away, we all enjoyed 
ourselves.  Larry Cash was kind enough 
to run the Isengard for those who wanted 
to see the newly motorized telescope in 
operation.

We had a number of people who did not 
arrive to set up their equipment until 1.5 
hours after sundown.  This caused some 
problems for some that were already 
observing with dark-adapted eyes.  I would 
like to suggest that if you are arriving after 
dark, please make sure your headlights are 
off well before you get to the observing 
field.  There is a sign on our driveway that 
asks you to turn off your headlights at the 
point where the road turns north.

If you have driving lights that are always 
on, or internal vehicle lights that can not 
be shut off, please cover these offending 
lights.  It does not take much white light 
to ruin someone’s dark-adapted eyesight.  
A little white light will also quickly ruin 
a long exposure astro photo.  A little tape 
and some pieces of paper grocery bags can 
go a long way toward making your vehicle 
dark-friendly.  It is common courtesy to 
warn people before causing white light 
from your vehicle dome light or backup 
lights.  This warning allows folks to look 
away, or cover their camera lenses.  People 
using lasers for pointing out celestial 
objects also need to check with anyone 
doing film or CCD imaging to make sure 
that their exposures will not be harmed.

There was a spontaneous and informal 
gathering at GNTO on January 1.  After 
a notice went out on TAAS-L, five folks 
reacted to the clear afternoon skies 
and went to GNTO.  As I heard later, 
cloudy conditions moved in to prohibit 
much serious observing, however some 
successful testing of CCD imaging took 
place using the Astrophysics refractor in 
the 10-foot dome.

Our most recent GNTO committee meeting 
took place on December 16, when seven of 
us met at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just 
north of I-40.  Those attending included 
Larry Cash, Pete Eschman, Dee Friesen, 
Carl Frisch, Dale Murray, Gordon Pegue 
and Bill Wallace.  At the committee meeting 
we decided to do the popular two part 
Constellation Tours at GNTO on a quarterly 
basis.  At present these tours are scheduled 
for March 5 (Equinox Picnic) – Spring 
Sky, June 4 – Summer Sky, September 24 
(Equinox Picnic) – Fall Sky, and November 
5 – Winter Sky.

We plan to schedule several work sessions 

for some needed GNTO site maintenance 
later in the spring, when the weather has 
warmed up.  We decided to replace the old 
style propane tank on the Guest Trailer so 
that we could have it re-filled and ready to 
use.  Isengard improvements include a new 
worm gear shaft on the Declination axis, 
and high-resolution external encoders on 
each axis.  The external encoders are used 
by the NGC-MAX or by the Astrometric 
SkyWalker system to monitor manual 
movement of the telescope.  A new EPROM 
has been purchased as well as a supply of 
backup batteries for the Gemini controller 
that we use on the Losmandy mount.

The committee discussed another 
improvement to the Isengard at the meeting.  
We felt that the telescope would be much 
easier to use if we installed an electric 
motor driven focuser, so that the telescope 
tube would not oscillate as much when the 
focus is fine-tuned by each observer.  After 
a fair amount of discussion at the meeting, 
followed by a week of email discussion, we 
chose the least expensive option, which is 
to install a JMI MotoFocus motor on the 
existing Cave rack and pinion focuser.  
We hope to have the new motor installed 
before the next scheduled GNTO event.

Dee and Bill will head up a new “Battery 
Brigade” to help maintain the battery 
bank at GNTO.  Their plan is to get a few 
other TAAS members to help by going to 
GNTO every four to six weeks to check 
on the battery bank and conduct periodic 
maintenance.  We hope to extend the life 
of the current battery system by keeping a 
closer eye on battery status.

We understand that our request for 
funding from Intel has been approved.  
We submitted a grant request for $2500 to 
purchase equipment needed to support 
our video imaging system.  We hope to 
have the video imaging system at school 
star parties as well as other public outreach 
events such as Oak Flat observing nights.  
Thanks to Intel for their generosity, once 
again, toward our GNTO imaging program, 
and we hope to schedule some sort of star 
party for Intel later this spring.  Thanks 
also to Barry Spletzer, who as TAAS grants 
coordinator helped to get all the necessary 
documentation together and submitted the 
proposal prepared by the committee.

I would like to thank Tom Bisque of 
Software Bisque for allowing us to upgrade 
several GNTO copies of TheSky V5 Level 4 
to TheSky V6 Professional for the cost of a 
single upgrade.  By converting our existing 
licenses to a small site license we will have 
a copy available to use on the laptop we 
use at school star parties and TAAS general 
meetings.  Barry Spletzer tells me that the 
Education Outreach committee is looking 
forward to using this new software for 
planetarium displays using their laptop 
and multi-media projector.  In the past 

Tom Bisque has generously donated other 
software to GNTO, and we really appreciate 
his company’s continued support of GNTO 
and TAAS.

Our remaining scheduled events for January 
include training sessions on January 15.  
We will start the Level 1 training on the 
16” Isengard and introduction to GNTO 
at 4:45 P.M., which is about one half hour 
before sundown.  We will also cover use of 
the two loaner scopes at GNTO.  We plan 
to have a CCD Imaging demonstration as 
part of our efforts to revive Level 3 training 
and our imaging program.  The imaging 
demonstration will start at 7:30 P.M.  If 
enough people are interested, we will also 
offer a Level 2 training session, which 
covers computer hardware and astronomy-
related software available at GNTO.  

As Karen Keese mentioned in last month’s 
Sidereal Times (“GNTO Committee 
Launches Imaging Workshops”), Carl 
Frisch is now offering one-on-one imaging 
workshops in Los Lunas.  This program 
is another part of the GNTO Committee’s 
efforts to re-energize the Imaging program 
at GNTO.  As Karen noted, “other ideas 
under discussion are workshops for film 
and digital camera use, use of different 
CCD cameras and software packages, 
and general exhibitions at GNTO of the 
capabilities of the TAAS-owned imaging 
equipment.”  If you are interested in 
attending an imaging workshop in Los 
Lunas, please contact Karen Keese at 
pr@taas.org, or contact me, and Carl will 
call you to make arrangements.  

Our scheduled events for February include 
a  ”New Moon” observing chance on 
February 5 and a second observing chance 
on February 12.

You really should think about coming down 
to GNTO.  We have two great loaner scopes 
on easy to use dobsonian mounts, and 
our Isengard 16” is providing some really 
great views these days.  Plus, you owe it to 
yourself to see the new drive system on the 
Isengard!  With all this great equipment at 
our facility, you need not have your own 
equipment to enjoy GNTO.  The comfortable 
Ortega Building is available for socializing 
and our Guest Trailer is available for coffee 
and hot chocolate, so you are encouraged 
to bring snacks to share.

GNTO committee meetings are open to 
any interested TAAS members and this is 
a great way to get more involved with your 
observatory.  We need your help.  Our next 
scheduled meeting is February 17 when 
we will meet at 6:30 P.M. at JB’s Restaurant 
on Eubank just north of I-40.  If you have 
questions about access and availability of 
GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, 
gnto@taas.org, home phone: 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.
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1
New Year’s Day

2 3

                10:47

4 5
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

6 7
Jan Sidereal Times Deadline

8
GNTO New Moon

9 10

                05:04

11 12 13 14 15
GNTO Training

16

                23:59

17 18 19
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

20 21
UNM

22
TAAS General Meeting

23

                                        30

24

                                         31

25

                03:33

26 27
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)

28
UNM

29
Board Retreat

New

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 5
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Last Qtr

First Qtr

Planet Rise & Set for Jan 15, 2005
 Mercury 06:06/15:48 Saturn 17:01/07:12
 Venus 06:03/15:48 Uranus 09:20/20:25  
 Mars 04:22/14:10 Neptune 08:15/18:40
 Jupiter 23:48/11:19 Pluto 04:37/15:13 

SunRise & SunSet
Jan 1, 2005     07:13/17:02
Jan 15, 2005    07:13/17:15
Jan 31, 2005    07:04/17:31

Full

School Star Party, Mitchell Elementary School, 
Thursday, January 13th. 
Come join other TAAS members in helping 
with our first education outreach event of 2005 
- the Mitchell Elementary School Star Party.
This will be their first star party as well so let’s 
be sure to put on a great show! We will need 
help with all the indoor (demonstration) and 
outdoor (telescope and naked eye observing) 
events.  The event is scheduled for Thursday, 
January 13th and will begin at 7 P.M. and end 
around 9.  A map showing the location can be 
found by following the school star party link 
at taas.org.  Many thanks and hope to see you 
all there!
And by the way, join me and others interested 
in being 2005 star party docents for an 
impropmptu  “meeting after the meeting” at 
Il Vicino on Central (Nob Hill) just after the 
January 22nd general meeting!
Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions.  
Shannon Mann, mannsj@earthlink.net, 771-
0126 (Home phone.)

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h Shannon Mann
Dee Friesen

R e p o r t  o n  D o u b l e  E a g l e  
E l e m e n t a r y  S t a r  P a r t y

A successful TAAS educational outreach 
program was accomplished at Double Eagle 
Elementary School on Thursday December 9, 
2004.  The night sky was very clear and due 
to the far northeast location of the school, 
the sky was also unusually dark for a school 
star party.  The Double Eagle Elementary 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) hosted the 
event.  They provided pizza and drinks for all 
volunteers as well as coordination with school 
officials to turn off outdoor lights and provide 
space for the indoor activities.

Ray Collins performed the Rainbows in 
the Night Sky demonstration of stellar 
spectroscopic concepts.  Comets were made 
by many of the young visitors with assistance 
from Mickie Bock.  Bob Havlen presented 
an excellent slide program on numerous 
astronomical subjects as well as answering 

visitors’ questions on their areas of interest.  
This was a new activity for a school star party 
and was well received by the visitors. The 
PTA members had their own activity with 
the children, where they made star chart 
planespheres.

Dale Murray, John Laning, Ed Juddo, Gordon 
Pegue, Bruce Levin, Barry Spletzer and new 
TAAS member Barney Fuller provided seven 
telescopes.  The more than 200 visitors to the 
event enjoyed their presentations of various 
night sky objects.

The Double Eagle Elementary PTA was very 
appreciative of the efforts of all the TAAS 
members and donated $78.50 to the club for 
the effort.  They have expressed an interest 
in having a solar telescope visit the school in 
February.  I informed them that I would be 
willing to coordinate that effort with TAAS.

Submitted 13 Dec 04

Dee W. Friesen
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1 2
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.
                 00:28

3 4
UNM

5
GNTO New Moon

6 7 8

                 15:29

9 10 11
UNM
Feb Sidereal Times Deadline

12
GNTO

13 14 15

                 17:17

16
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

17
GNTO Committee Meeting
7 P.M.

18
UNM

19

20 21 22 23

                21:54

24
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)

25
UNM

26
TAAS General Meeting

27 28

New

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 5
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).
GNTO = General Nathan Twining.   
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.
ACSA = Albuquerque Coffee Shop 
Astronomers. Contact Sammy Lockwood for 
information or visit www.taas.org and select 
sidewalk astronomy.
ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-0549, 
or atm@taas.org.
P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.
            = School Star Party.  

A T M  W o r k s h o p
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org
The Amateur Telescope Making 
Workshop meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Valley 
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the 
north side of Candelaria, just west of 
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7 
P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

Last Qtr

First Qtr

Planet Rise & Set for Feb 15, 2005
 Mercury 07:03/17:50 Saturn 14:25/09:52
 Venus 06:25/16:52 Uranus 07:21/18:28  
 Mars 03:59/13:40 Neptune 06:19/16:48
 Jupiter 03:33/09:18 Pluto 02:40/13:15 

SunRise & SunSet
Feb 1, 2005     07:04/17:34
Feb15, 2005    06:51/17:48

Feb 28, 2005    06:36/18:00

Full

TAAS 
General Meeting

Saturday
January 22, 2005

7 P.M.

Regener Hall 
UNM Campus

Speaker
Dr. Trish Henning



The Sidereal Times January 2005

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 6

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
Shannon Mann

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add 
minutes, then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Ray Collins at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Shannon Mann at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the February 
2005 issue of the Sidereal Times will be Friday, 
February 11th, as the finished manuscript 
must be at the bulk-mailer before Monday, 
February 14th,  so that you will receive it by 
e-mail that day or by s-nail mail the following 
Saturday.  My e-mail address is editor@taas.
org.

U N M  R e p o r t
Jay Harden, UNM Campus Observatory 

Coordinator
unm_coord@taas.org

 
 
 
 

F u l l  C o l o r  S i d e r e a l  T i m e s  
N o w  A v a i l a b l e

Barry Spletzer

In a sweeping move to provide top quality 
communiques to our members while 
conserving our precious resources, TAAS 
is pleased to re-announce the availability 
of this newsletter the Sidereal Times in full 
color.  That’s right, catch the blush of the 
monthly speaker, the blue eyes and red 
hair of that cute 6-year-old at the School 
Star Party, the depth and vibrance of all 
the full-color illustrations.

The catch is that the full-color version is 
only available at our website: www.taas.
org.  If you prefer to download and read 
your newsletter on your computer rather 
than receive a paper copy by mail, please 
notify the TAAS treasurer, Shannon 
Mann at treasurer@taas.org to have your 
name removed from the Sidereal Times 
mailing list.  This will provide you with 
the newsletter of your choice, save TAAS 
money, and earn you the undying (okay, 
maybe slowly dying) gratitude of our Sid 
Times printer – me.

Bernard Fuller
Steve & Cody Kemp

Carl Miles
Robert & Diane Peebles

Star Hill Inn
Charles & Nancy Wohlenberg

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  T A A S  M e m b e r s

WELCOME

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S
General: Mike Pendley, the Levin Family
Education: Double Eagle Elementary

Thank You!

Jay is at home caring for Ruth, so I 
have the watch for a while longer.

 19 November 04: This was the last 
observing night before the majority 
of the Astronomy labs are due, and 
we were clobbered by about 60 UNM 
students. 15 others also attended, 
including a small, fast moving flight 
of first and second graders.
Docents: just me

26 November 04: UNMO and I were 
closed for Thanksgiving.
Docents: not even leftovers

3 December 04: A clear and frigid 
night brought out about 25 students 
from UNM and TVI. In addition to 
the usual late fall suspects, these folks 
got the first look at Saturn this season. 
Docents: Dale, Mickey, myself, and for 
a few minutes, Gordon P. (Thanks!)

10 December 04: A very unpromising 
night: The parking lot was roped off, 
and there was a set of very bright 
construction lights shining directly 
at the observatory. A judicious nip 
and snip took care of the tape, and 
a reconnoiter of the lights revealed 
an unlocked electrical panel on the 
generator. A quick flick of the switches 
was all it took to put the lights out 
of our misery. With those problems 
resolved, we and UNM entertained 20 
visitors for what was the final session 
of the semester.
Docents: Dale and myself

17 December 04: I drove by UNMO 
this afternoon, and the parking lot in 
front of the building is now temporally 
fenced in and partially excavated for 
the construction of utility trenches, 
drains, and the horror of parking 
lot lights. I spoke with one of the 
workmen, and the plan is to carry 
on with the work in order that it be 
finished for use next semester. Though 
UNMO will theoretically control some 
of the lights, it remains to be seen if we 
can live with the lighting scheme. In 
any case, it appears that we are “done” 
until the 21st of January. 

Brock Parker
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 4 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 249 248 1
Family 81 78 3
Educational 15 15 0
Total Paid 345 341 4
Honorary 4 4 0
Complimentary 10 10 0
Total Members 359 355 4  
 

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS telescope. 
Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with   
apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.  Offer is first 
come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor 

the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other  problems 
arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

✭

✭

✭✭

B o g e y  i n  t h e  C r a b
This image of an asteroid crossing the Crab Nebula was captured by TAAS member David 
Thorman in his first imaging session with TAAS’s ST9 CCD camera. David spent a recent 
evening in Los Lunas being trained on the camera, when he noticed the fast-moving object on 
his composite image. The private imaging workshops being taught by Carl Frisch are free and 
available to all members with an interest in learning how to image at GNTO with TAAS-owned 
equipment. To find out more or to schedule your workshop, email your name and telephone 
number(s) to Karen Keese at pr@taas.org, and Carl will contact you.

2 0 0 5  D e s e r t  S u n s e t  S t a r  P a r t y

Pat and Arleen Heimann will again be 
hosting the Desert Sunset Star Party 
May 4-8, 2005, at the Caballo Loco RV 
Ranch southwest of Tucson.  Caballo 
Loco  is located east of Kitt Peak and 
nestled against the Sierrita Mountains.  
Whipple Observatory on Mt Hopkins 
is located to the east.  Lots to do during 
the day and great skies at night.  There 
will be speakers and door prizes on 
Friday and Saturday evenings.  Check 
our website for details: http://www.
chartmarker.com/sunset.htm.
 

Pat and Arleen Heimann
ChartMarkers and More
http://www.chartmarker.com
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O b s e r v e r ’ s  P a g e
I m a g e s  b y  R o b e r t  J .  R i t t

T i e r r a  M e s a  O b s e r v a t o r y ,  N M

December 11, 2004 December 15, 2004
Comet C/2004 Q2 Machholz

Takahashi 90mm Fluorite APO and ST-8 CCD.
The tail on 12/15 has spread into 5 tails.  Note the strong anti-tail about 90º away to the right.

Double Cluster

M33
6” f6 MakNewt

Single Exposure
8” SCT.  Afocal using Nikon 5000 CoolPix Digital Camera.  

Astronomy magazine holding this for future publication.

Horsehead Nebula

M 42

M 17
6” f6 

MakNewt
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PROXY BALLOT

I, ___________________________(please Print)_____________________, a full (regular) member with voting
privileges of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society, hereby authorize Ray Collins to cast my vote at the January 22,
2005 Annual Meeting of the Society, or any subsequent rescheduled date for that meeting.  This Proxy Vote shall
apply to all matters that come before said meeting, including but not limited to the electing of officers for the corpora-
tion.

Signed: ________________________________________________   Date: ________________

PROXY BALLOT

I, ___________________________(please Print)_____________________, a full (regular) member with voting
privileges of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society, hereby authorize Ray Collins to cast my vote at the January 22,
2005 Annual Meeting of the Society, or any subsequent rescheduled date for that meeting.  This Proxy Vote shall
apply to all matters that come before said meeting, including but not limited to the electing of officers for the corpora-
tion.

Signed: ________________________________________________   Date: ________________

PROXY BALLOT

I, ___________________________(please Print)_____________________, a full (regular) member with voting
privileges of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society, hereby authorize Ray Collins to cast my vote at the January 22,
2005 Annual Meeting of the Society, or any subsequent rescheduled date for that meeting.  This Proxy Vote shall
apply to all matters that come before said meeting, including but not limited to the electing of officers for the corpora-
tion.

Signed: ________________________________________________   Date: ________________
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
T H E  A L B U Q U E R E Q U E  A S T R O N O M I C A L  

S O C I E T Y  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  M E E T I N G .  
D e c e m b e r  2 3 ,  2 0 0 4

Present: Dale Murray, President; Heather Mann, Vice 
President; Shannon Mann, Treasurer; Secretary; Peter 
Eschman, GNTO Director; Board Members: Bob 
Hufnagel.  

1. REVIEW OF NOVEMBER MINUTES: No 
comments. 

2. TREASURER’S REPORT: (written report 
submitted)
 a. No new member reported for November
 b.Expenses: Screensaver Shift $272.00, Office 
supplies $143.00 and Phone service $17.99.

3. EQUIPMENT DONATION: Jim Lawrence has 
donated a Dobsonian telescope he made to the Loaner 
Scope Program. It is an eight-inch with two nice 
University Optics eyepieces.

4. RETROSPECT:
 a. November 27 General Meeting went very 
well. Thanks to Pete Eschman for hosting the meeting 
in Dale and Heather’s absence Very good feedback 
speaker. About thirty persons attended, good turnout 
considering it was right after Thanksgiving.
 b. GNTO: December 11th Attendance was 
around 20 people and 19 scopes. 
 c. Double Eagle School Star Party went very well. 
Had very good weather and very good attendance.
 d. We have had very good feedback from many 
who attended the Winter Solstice Banquet. 

5. PROSPECT:
 a. January 22 meeting will be the election of 
new officers and the featured speaker will be Dr. 
Patricia Henning. 
 b. GNTO: January 8th will be our new moon 
observing night, Dale will open. January 15th will be 
training night. . 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
 1. MEMBERSHIP: No report. Some discussion 
on recognition of lohg standing members. Will 
continue to discuss how we want to recognize them. 
 2. GNTO:
  a. Committee met on December 16th.  

  b. Dee Friesen has volunteered to 
organize a “Battery Brigade” to ensure that the solar 
batteries are being properly maintained.
  c. Have a new E-PROM for the Losmandy 
mount and a new PROM burner has been ordered to 
allow for upgrades to the firmware for the mount as 
revised versions become available.  
  d. The money from the Intel grant has 
been received and the purchase of equipment that 
was the reason for the grant will begin soon.
  e. The CCD imaging program is starting 
up again with training conducted at Carl Frisch’s 
house. We will introduce CCD imaging with a planned 
CDD imaging demonstration along with our training 
sessions at GNTO on January 15th

7. EDUCATION: No report except that Shannon Mann 
has agreed to become the new Committee Chairman 
for the Education Committee for next year.

8. GRANTS AND OTHER INCOME:
 1. Intel grant money received.  

9. OLD BUSINESS:
 1.No old business discussed.

10. NEW BUSINESS:
 1. Board approved expenditure of GNTO funds 
for the purchase of electronic focus equipment for the 
Isenguard Telescope not to exceed $1,100 (options 
range from $135 to $1,100) exactly which option will 
be bought will be determined by GNTO Committee 
consensus.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.
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 SOCIETY STAFF 
 Board of Directors - board@taas.org Telephone                  E-mail Address
•President Dale Murray 296-2479 (H)) Dale@taas.org president@taas.org   
•Vice President/Gen Mtg Coord Heather Mann 771-0126 (H) Heather@taas.org vp@taas.org 
•Secretary Vacant   secretary@taas.org
•Treasurer/Membership Services Shannon Mann 771-0126 (H) Shannon@taas.org treasurer@taas.org 
Director/Observatory  Director Pete Eschman 873-1517 (H) Pete@taas.org gnto@taas.org
Director Judy Stanley 269-4833 (C) Judy@taas.org 
Director Bob Hufnagel 890-8122 (H) Bob@taas.org  
Director Larry Cash 299-4686 (H) Larry@taas.org
Director/Membership Chair Ray Collins 344-9686(H) Ray@taas.org membership@taas.org
Director Gordon Pegue 332-2523 (H) Gordon@taas.org

                       TAAS Positions  Telephone            E-mail Address
Events Coordinator Vacant  events_coord@taas.org
Public Relations Officer Karen Keese 261-0040 (C) pr@taas.org
TAAS Web Master Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) webmaster@taas.org
Education Shannon Mann 771-0126(H) education_coord@taas.org
Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 286-7993 (H) editor@taas.org
Newsletter Printer/Proofing Barry Spletzer 294-4601 (H) barry@taas.org

   Grants Coordinator Barry Spletzer 294-4601 (H) barry@taas.org 
Telescope Curator Dale Murray 296-2479 (H)) telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463 (H) archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054 (H) librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Ray Collins 344-9686 (H) atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Michael Pendley 2960549 (H) atm@taas.org

C l a s s i f i e d  A d s

• Charming vacation
guest houses with private
baths, kitchens and porches,
secluded on hundreds of acres
of peaceful pines, under 6.5 +
magnitude dark, spectacular skies
• Twelve telescopes from 7” to 24”,
including 12” LX200 GPS and 16” LX
200, 14” Celestron Compustar and 24”
R/C Cassegrain; CCD cameras: ST-7,
ST-8 and STV Digital Video Camera 
• Observation deck, Astronomical Library,
Personal Guided Star Tours  • Close to Santa
Fe, Taos, ski resorts, and wildlife refuges.
Birding, Hiking and Labyrinth. Open all year.
7200’ elevation • Ideal for astronomy clubs,
retreats, reunions, and holidays.
Gift Certificates Available.

Star Hill Inn, Sapello, NM 87745
505.425.5605 • www.starhillinn.com

Star Hill Inn
the premiere astronomy retreat
in the country – since 1988



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           
e-mail to membership@taas.org 
or calling (505) 254-TAAS(8227).  
Applications may also be downloaded 
from the Web site.  Annual dues to The 
Albuquerque  Astronomical Society are 
$30/year for a full membership and $15/
year for a full time student (high school 
or less) membership.  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (student 
and family memberships are not eligible 
to vote on society matters).  New member 
information packets can be downloaded 
from the website or requested from the 
TAAS Membership Services Director at   
membership@taas.org  You may send 
your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written 
out to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society or give your check to the 
Treasurer  at the next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include 
any of the above magazine renewal 
mailers and subscription payments 
as part of your renewal check.  Make 
checks out to TAAS (we will combine 
and send one check to the publisher). 
Warning: publishers take several months 
to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT IC L E S/A DV E RT I SE M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical 
classified advertisements and business 
card size advertisements for businesses 
related to astronomy must be submitted 
by the deadline shown on the Society 
calendar (generally the Saturday near 
the new Moon)  Rates for commercial 
ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 
for business card size.  The newsletter 
editor reserves the right to include and/
or edit any article or advertisement.   E-
mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent 
at paragraph beginning, one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@taas.org  for 
more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a nonprofit 
organization bulk mail rate.  As a result, 
the newsletter will NOT be forwarded 
to your new address should you 
move!!  Please provide the Treasurer 
(treasurer@taas.org) with your new 
mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 856-
2054 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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