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I N S I D E

W h i c h  P a r t  o f  t h e  
T e l e s c o p e  a r e  Y o u ?

Becky Ramotowski

During my morning power 
thinking session in the shower it 
occurred to me that astronomy clubs 
are kind of like telescopes.  This 
analogy will come as no surprise 
once you think about it. 

After reading this, you will rightly 
conclude that I stayed in the 
shower too long and look like an 
astronomical prune now.

We all might consider the primary 
mirror of a telescope to be the main 
part.  That’s only partly true.  The 
main mirror of a telescope, just like 
the leadership of any astronomy 
club can not stand alone without 
the other parts. It could, but it 
would not get much viewing done.  
All of the pieces of the telescope 
and members of an astronomy club 
are equally important when you get 
right down to it.

The main mirror is not very useful 
without a secondary mirror.  The 
secondary is not so hot without the 
primary.  Neither is of much use 
without a tube to hold and align 
them.  The tube is just a hollow 
frame without the two mirrors 
inside.

None of the parts above are all 
that user friendly without a finder.  

A finder by itself can help locate 
celestial goodies, but what good is 
it if there’s no way to take a closer 
look? 

Then we have the mount for all of the 
above.  A sturdy mount is essential 
for successful observations.  A 
mount that is not rock-solid will 
turn viewing into a wobbly, shaky 
nightmare.  This is where a lot 
of disenchantment occurs with 
telescopes. The finest optics in 
the world are void on an unstable 
mount.

The optical tube assembly needs 
the mount to rest on; other wise 
it will just sit around wishing it 
could observe something.  The 
mount would also just sit around, 
unoccupied and bored collecting 
dust-bunnies and hats without the 
tube assembly.  A tragic sight!

And we all know that even the lowly 
counterweight is crucial to making 
a telescope perform properly. Just 
try using a telescope without one.  
Trust me, the counterweight is 
important.  It does not want to be 
left behind as a toe stumper.

And don’t forget the eyepieces.  They 
are just like the rest of the parts and 
pieces, and not very useful alone. It 
does seem like the more eyepieces 
there are, the better.  Each one offers 
a different view and perspective of 
the universe.

An eyepiece case is also a must have.  

We can’t have a bunch of eyepieces 
wandering around loose.

Then we have accessories.  They 
are not vital, but they can make the 
whole viewing experience better.  A 
red LED flashlight is pretty cool by 
itself, but it’s much cooler when it’s 
being used to look at a star chart.  
(By the way, don’t select a flashlight 
by how well it works. Pick the one 
that tastes the best).  And speaking 
of star charts, you must have some 
way to navigate the sky. Or you can 
be a Meanderthal and roam around 
lost in the voids of space for years.

In summary, this only means that 
all parts of a telescope are equally 
important, just like all the members 
of an astronomy club are equally 
important.  

If you think you are not a key part 
of your club, think again.  Even a 
member just sitting and listening 
to an astronomy presentation is 
important.  It takes all kinds of 
members to make a club complete.   
Some members like to participate 
and be a larger part of the scope, 
while others are like accessories and 
just want to help out in a smaller yet 
supportive way.  There’s nothing 
wrong with being a red LED, or 
an eyepiece.  (Personally I’m just a 
log book.)   All members are truly 
important and even the smallest 
amount of participation is a large 
factor in making the whole better.

Which part of the scope are you?
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TA A S  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s Becky Ramotowski

P r e s i d e n t ’s  M e s s a g e Dale Murray

June is here and summer is just 
around the corner. Cygnus is 
rising ever earlier each evening 
and the temperature is rising. 
This year's school star parties 
are in the books and the Oak 
Flat star parties are in full 
swing (minus a few because 
of weather). This is the time of 
year that often makes for great 
viewing. It is not too hot, but 
is warm enough to view late 
into the night without freezing 
half to death. It does not take 
all night for our telescopes to 
cool to ambient and, when they 
do, there is no worry about 
the optics frosting over. On 
the other hand, it seems like 
we must wait forever for it to 
get dark. Events are rained out 
events left and right and forest 
fires frequently create haze that 
makes viewing difficult. Then 
there are the bugs, and snakes 
and...what was I saying. Oh 
yeah. I love astronomy this time 
of year. I guess the point is that 
there are always tradeoffs and 
no time is perfect, so just get out 

there and look up!

Did you know that TAAS has 
a library? We do, but there has 
not been much activity over the 
past few years, so we need to do 
a better job of getting the word 
out. I think we will be talking 
about it more in our General 
Meetings over the next several 
months. While on the subject of 
the TAAS Library, Dawn Grey, 
our librarian of many years, has 
announced she wants to step 
down. I told her we will look 
for a replacement right away.  If 
anyone is interested in taking on 
an important job that generally 
does not take too much time, 
this may be your opportunity 
to become a TAAS volunteer. 
The job requires enough space 
for a tall four-shelf bookcase 
and some boxed books. It also 
requires a reasonably central 
location, preferably Albuquerque. 
Finally, it takes a willingness to 
occasionally meet and talk to 
some wonderfully interesting 
TAAS members. Thank you 

Dawn for your many years of 
service to TAAS.

A few months ago I asked the 
membership to send in “You 
might be an astronomer if “ 
jokes. The response was totally 
“underwhelming”. I thought 
I would get a bunch but there 
have only been three (not 
counting my dismal attempt). 
I did recently receive this one 
submitted by Jim Kaminski 
and it took me a while to get it. 
Let’s see if you get it faster than 
I did. So here it is:

You might be an astronomer...if 
you get more excited with small 
dark blue boxes instead of light 
blue ones.

Thank you Jim. I know that Jim 
is not the only one out there 
with a sense of humor so let’s 
have some more. Maybe it is 
Jim Foxworthy fatigue and we 
need to open it up for other 
format. So whatever it is (a 
blonde astronomer joke?) just 
send it in. 

M a y  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  R e c a p

About 40 TAAS members 
and guests turned out for 
the Telescope Tune-up and 
Troubleshooting Workshop on 
May 21 at Regener Hall.  The 
workshop featured tips and 
tricks for telescope maintenance 
and care, proper eyepiece and 
optics cleaning techniques and 
as always, some stimulating 
conversation.  Several telescopes 
came in needing intensive care, 
which they received under the 
expert hands of TAAS members, 
and were sent home with clean 
bills of health.

The meeting ended with 
attendees watching a very bright 
(-0.9 magnitude) International 
Space Station pass.

J u n e  1 8  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g
Deirdre Kann of NOAA will present 
“In Pursuit of Clear Skies”.  She 
will start with climatology of 
cloud cover and turbidity for 
Albuquerque.  Additionally she 
will discuss patterns that are 
responsible for the cloudiest and 

clearest of days since it appears 
as though public weather 
forecasts are not always “usable” 
for astronomers.  She will go 
over products which could be 
used by astronomers to better 
forecast favorable conditions 
for nighttime viewing. 
Deirdre will also enlighten us 
about the soundings NOAA 
obtains from the weather 
balloons.

The general meeting begins at 
7:00 P.M. at Regener Hall on the 
UNM campus. A social hour 
follows the meeting. Please join 
us. 
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G N TO  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Our sole attempt at May observing 
was clouded out on May 7.  Bill 
Wallace and Bob Hufnagle were at 
GNTO just in case anyone showed 
up.  Fortunately, no one else arrived, 
so Bill and Bob were able to leave by 
early evening.  Thanks to both of you 
for your dedication, and a special 
thanks to Bob for using the road 
dragger to smooth out Twining Lane 
to get ready for what turned out to 
be a non-event.  

Our most recent GNTO committee 
meeting was on May 12, when 
eight of us met at JB’s Restaurant 
on Eubank just north of I-40.  Those 
attending included Larry Cash, Ray 
Collins, Pete Eschman, Dale Murray, 
Gordon Pegue, Shane Ramotowski, 
Alan Scott and Bill Wallace.  Major 
meeting topics included the status 
of the GNTO battery bank, plans 
for a second spring cleaning session 
at GNTO, and a discussion of how 
to distribute the GNTO work load.  
We are actively recruiting new key 
holders.  Key holder responsibilities 
include attending GNTO committee 
meetings, helping with Observatory 
maintenance and upgrades, and 
helping to open or close the facility 
during regularly scheduled events.  

One outgrowth of this and other 
recent committee meetings is a GNTO 
Equipment Use policy, published 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  This 
policy is intended to clarify the use of 
GNTO equipment.  We are planning 
to install limit switches on the 
Isengard telescope, so that the scope 
will stop when a proper operating 
position has been exceeded.  Dale 
volunteered to begin the design 
process for these switches.

We had a second spring cleaning 
session at GNTO on May 22.  
Enthusiastic volunteers included 
Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, Bob 
Hufnagle, Dale Murray, Gordon 
Pegue, Allan Scott and Ric Thiem.  
We finished weeding the observing 

field, set 30 PVC-sleeved metal fence 
posts along the driveway, equalized 
what is left of the battery bank, and 
painted sections of the main dome 
interior.  Unfortunately, we found 
that we had lost the ninth of the 
original ten batteries, so we had to 
disconnect another battery pair.  We 
are now down to one pair of batteries, 
which were purchased within the 
last year or so.  We are in the process 
of purchasing a complete set of new 
batteries at a cost of around $1700.  
Until the new battery bank is on-line 
we will have to work with a reduced 
power budget.  We hope that new 
batteries will be installed and ready 
for our July events

Our calls for laptop donations have 
been answered!  Steve Welch and 
family have donated three older 
laptop computers, two of which 
can be put to immediate use.  Steve 
located the equipment in California 
and his daughter Ariel weathered 
vehicle problems and a subsequent 
train ride to get the equipment to 
New Mexico.  One of the laptops will 
replace the primary GNTO laptop 
that hosts our video equipment at 
star parties and is available for in-
town use for meetings.  The second 
laptop will be used to control the new 
Astrometric Instruments goto system 
on the Isengard telescope.  Thanks 
Steve and Ariel, your generosity will 
make a big difference at GNTO!

Our first scheduled event for July is 
the GNTO “New Moon” Observing 
session on July 2.  This event is four 
days before the new moon, so a 16-
percent moon will rise at 2:44 A.M. 
Sunday morning.  If you need more 
information about the event, contact 
me at gnto@taas.org  873-1517.  If you 
are calling for information, please do 
so before 3:00 P.M. on Saturday.  

One week later, we will have training 
sessions on July 9.  We will not have 
Constellation Tours at this time, but 
these popular tours will resume on 

September 24 for our Equinox Picnic 
and training.  Sunset is at 8:23 P.M on 
July 9, so Level 1 training will begin 
around 7:30 P.M.  Level 1 training 
covers most of the equipment used 
at GNTO, from the Isengard 16” 
reflector down to our 6” and 16” 
loaner dobsonian scopes.  If enough 
people are interested, we may offer 
a Level 2 training session covering 
computer hardware and astronomy-
related software available at GNTO.  
If conditions permit, we may offer 
a CCD Imaging demonstration as 
part of our efforts to revive Level 3 
training and our imaging program.  
I will have more specific information 
about our training sessions at the 
July general meeting, and by way 
of our email updates on the Board 
of Directors Official Email List (the 
BODOEL). 

You really should plan a trip to GNTO 
soon.  We have two great loaner 
scopes on easy to use dobsonian 
mounts, and our Isengard 16” is 
providing some really great views 
these days.  If you have not seen it 
yet, you need to check out the new 
drive system on the Isengard!  The 
comfortable Ortega Building is 
available for socializing and our 
Guest Trailer is available for coffee, 
hot chocolate and any snacks you 
might want to share.  With all this 
great equipment at GNTO, what are 
you waiting for?  

GNTO committee meetings are open 
to any interested TAAS members 
and this is a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory.  We 
need your help.  Our next scheduled 
meetings are June 9 and July 14.  We 
meet at 6:30 P.M. at JB’s Restaurant 
on Eubank just north of I-40.  If you 
have questions about access and 
availability of GNTO, please contact 
me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, 
home phone: 873-1517). 
I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory.
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     1
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

2 3
UNM
June Sidereal Times Deadline

4
GNTO NM & Training

5 6

                 16:57

7 8 9
GNTO Committee Meeting
7 P.M.

10
UNM

11
Oak Flat

12 13 14

                20:24

15
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

16
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)

17
UNM
Education Outreach 
Committee Mtg- 6:00 P.M.

18
TAAS General Meeting

19 20 21
SUMMER  SOLSTICE

                23:14

22 23 24
UNM

25

26 27 28

                 

29 30

J u n e  2 0 0 5
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

New

Last Qtr

First Qtr

Planet Rise & Set for June 15, 2005
 Mercury 06:23/21:44 Saturn 07:55/22:38
 Venus 06:54/22:03 Uranus 00:41/11:49  
 Mars 01:38/13:35 Neptune 23:35/09:43
 Jupiter 14:05/01:53 Pluto 19:46/06:02 

SunRise & SunSet
June 1, 2005     05:31/20:26
June 15, 2005    05:28/20:34
 June  30, 2005    05:32/20:37

Full

✶G N T O  E q u i p m e n t  U s e  P o l i c y

This policy is based on the primary 
goal of protecting the equipment 
at the General Nathan Twining 
Observatory (GNTO) and the 
secondary goal of encouraging the 
use of GNTO equipment at GNTO.

Unless the GNTO committee makes 
a specific exemption, all GNTO 
equipment must be used and stored 
at the GNTO site.

In order to use GNTO equipment 
at GNTO a person must first 
demonstrate that they are competent 
to use the equipment, and they 
must accept responsibility to use 
the equipment properly, and to be 

financially responsible for repairing 
any damage that may occur to the 
equipment while they are using it. 
(GNTO equipment is not insured)

In addition to the previous 
requirements, it is possible to use 
GNTO equipment in combination 
with personal equipment if the 
following conditions are met:
1) The use shall not occur during 
a regularly scheduled GNTO event.  
This restriction may be waived by a 
GNTO key-holder on a case-by-case 
basis for use of personal equipment 
including eyepieces, binoviewers 
and imaging equipment on GNTO 
telescopes.

2) A GNTO key-holder shall 

be present or proper key check out 
procedure shall be followed to get 
access to the GNTO equipment and to 
insure that the equipment is securely 
stored following its use.

3) Any personally owned 
equipment, including telescopes, 
accessories and computers shall be 
inspected in advance by a GNTO key-
holder so that the personal equipment 
and equipment configuration can be 
verified to be free of defects that might 
damage the GNTO equipment.

4) The Observatory Director 
must be notified of the date and time 
of the intended use of the equipment 
so that scheduling conflicts may be 
avoided. 
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     1
UNM

2
GNTO NM

3 4  Independence Day 5 6
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.
                 07:04

7 8
UNM
July Sidereal Times Deadline

9
GNTO Training

10 11 12 13 14
GNTO Committee Meeting
7 P.M.
                 10:21

15
UNM

16

17 18 19 20
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

21
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)
                06:01

22
UNM

23
TAAS General Meeting

24

                                        31

25 26 27

                 22:20

28 29
UNM

30
Oak Flat

J u l y  2 0 0 5
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline 
@254-8227, or the UNM hotline 
@ 277-1446  to confirm, or unm_
coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.
P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

                   = School Star Party.  

A T M  W o r k s h o p
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org
The Amateur Telescope Making 
Workshop meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Valley 
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the 
north side of Candelaria, just west of 
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7 
P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

TAAS 
General Meeting

Saturday,  June 18 , 2005

7 P.M.
Regener Hall, UNM Campus

(see map on back page)

Subject:
In Pursuit of Clear Skies

Speaker:

Deirdre Kann of NOAA

New

Last Qtr

First Qtr

Planet Rise & Set for July 15, 2005
 Mercury 07:55/21:37 Saturn 06:16/20:53
 Venus 08:01/22:03 Uranus 22:43/09:49  
 Mars 00:28/13:16 Neptune 21:35/07:42
 Jupiter 12:18/23:59 Pluto 17:45/04:01 

SunRise & SunSet
July 1, 2005     05:32/20:37
July 15, 2005    05:41/20:31

 July  31, 2005    05:55/20:18

Full

✶
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TA A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s Heather Mann

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add 
minutes, then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Ray Collins at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Heather Mann at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the July  2005 issue 
of the Sidereal Times will be Friday, July 8th, as the 
finished manuscript must be at the bulk-mailer 
before Monday, July 11th, so that you will receive 
it by e-mail that day or by s-nail mail the following 
Saturday.  My e-mail address is editor@taas.org.

U N M  R e p o r t
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( M a y  2 0 0 5 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 267 266 1
Family 89 89 0
Educational 16 16 0
Total Paid 371 371 0
Honorary 4 4 0
Complimentary 10 10 0
Total Members 385 385 0  

F u l l  C o l o r  S i d e r e a l  T i m e s  
N o w  A v a i l a b l e

Barry Spletzer

In a sweeping move to provide top quality 
communiques to our members while 
conserving our precious resources, TAAS 
is pleased to re-announce the availability of 
this newsletter the Sidereal Times in full color.  
That’s right, catch the blush of the monthly 
speaker, the blue eyes and red hair of that cute 
6-year-old at the School Star Party, the depth 
and vibrance of all the full-color illustrations.
The catch is that the full-color version is only 
available at our website: www.taas.org.  If you 
prefer to download and read your newsletter 
on your computer rather than receive a 
paper copy by mail, please notify the TAAS 
treasurer, Shannon Mann at treasurer@taas.
org to have your name removed from the 
Sidereal Times mailing list.  This will provide 
you with the newsletter of your choice, save 
TAAS money, and earn you the undying 
(okay, maybe slowly dying) gratitude of our 
Sid Times printer – me.

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  T A A S  M e m b e r s

!  I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E  !
V O L U N T E E R S  N E E D E D

 
THE OAK FLATS SEASON IS HERE.
THE DATES FOR THE EVENTS ARE 

AS FOLLOWS:
JUNE 11, JULY 30, AUGUST 27 AND 

SEPTEMBER 10
 
The June and September slots are 
already filled so you must act fast 
before the rest of the dates fill up.  
Contact me ASAP.  Otherwise, you 
might not get your first choice of dates 
and you might be left out!
My e-mail address is joneil@earthlink.
net or call me at 505.798.1958
 
Your responsibilities include picking 
up the keys at the Tijeras Visitors’ 
Center before 5:00 P.M. on the day of 
the event; opening both gates; ensuring 
that you or your designee locks up 
later that night; dropping off the keys 
in the Visitor’s Center lock box on the 
porch near the main entrance; making 
sure that Karen Keese is reminded of 
the event so that she can get a notice 
out to the media in plenty of time; 
and, finally, writing a report of the 
event for the Newsletter.
 
Neil M.  Goldberg
 

Dan & Pearl Clark
Tom Clark

Patrick Gragg
David Lake

Ramona Myers
M a y  O a k  F l a t  S t a r  P a r t y  R e p o r t

Dale Murray
There is not much to report. The event 
was rained out. Only John Lanning and 
I showed up to see if the weather would 
clear. Around 6:30 Janet and Jacqueline of 
the Forest service arrived just ahead of the 
rain. Jacqueline, as always, brought food 
and we had a picnic sitting in our cars 
during a hard rain/thunder/hail storm. 
After about 30 minutes the rain stopped 
but the clouds still remained threatening 
and the observing field was a sticky mess. 
By 8:00 we packed up and went home.

No report this month
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This article was provided by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
California Institute of Technology, under a contract with the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

S e e i n g  i n  t h e  D a r k  w i t h  S p i t z e r
Patrick Barry and Tony Phillips

Have you ever gotten up in the middle of the night, walked to 
the bathroom and, in the darkness, tripped over your dog?  A tip 
from the world of high-tech espionage: next time use night-vision 
goggles.  

Night vision goggles 
detect heat in the 
form of infrared 
radiation—a “color” 
normally invisible 
to the human eye.  
Wearing a pair you 
can see sleeping dogs, 
or anything that’s 
warm, in complete 
darkness.
This same trick works 
in the darkness of 
space. Much of the 
exciting action in the 
cosmos is too dark for 
ordinary telescopes to 

see.  For example, stars 
are born in the heart 
of dark interstellar 

clouds.  While the stars themselves are bright, their birth-clouds are 
dense, practically impenetrable.  The workings of star birth are thus 
hidden.
That’s why NASA launched the Spitzer Space Telescope into orbit in 
2003. Like a giant set of infrared goggles, Spitzer allows scientists 
to peer into the darkness of space and see, for example, stars and 
planets being born.  Dogs or dog stars: infrared radiation reveals 
both.
There is one problem, though, for astronomers. “Infrared telescopes 
on the ground can’t see very well,” explains Michelle Thaller, 
an astronomer at the California Institute of Technology. “Earth’s 
atmosphere blocks most infrared light from above. It was important to 
put Spitzer into space where it can get a clear view of the cosmos.”
The clear view provided by Spitzer recently allowed scientists to 
make a remarkable discovery: They found planets coalescing out of a 
disk of gas and dust that was circling—not a star—but a “failed star” 
not much bigger than a planet!  Planets orbiting a giant planet?
The celestial body at the center of this planetary system, called 
OTS 44, is only about 15 times the mass of Jupiter. Technically, 
it’s considered a “brown dwarf,” a kind of star that doesn’t have 
enough mass to trigger nuclear fusion and shine. Scientists had seen 
planetary systems forming around brown dwarfs before, but never 
around one so small and planet-like.
Spitzer promises to continue making extraordinary discoveries 
like this one. Think of it as being like a Hubble Space Telescope for 
looking at invisible, infrared light.  Like Hubble, Spitzer offers a 
view of the cosmos that’s leaps and bounds beyond anything that 
came before.  Spitzer was designed to operate for at least two and a 
half years, but probably will last for five years or more.
For more about Spitzer and to see the latest images, go to http://
www.spitzer.caltech.edu/spitzer.  Kids and grown-ups will enjoy 
browsing common sights in infrared and visible light at the interactive 
infrared photo album on The Space Place, http://spaceplace.nasa.
gov/en/kids/sirtf1/sirtf_action.shtml.

Artist’s rendering of brown dwarf OTS44 
with its rotating planetary disk.

M e s s i e r  2 0 0 5  S I G

U p d a t e  f o r  2  J u n e  0 5

The Messier 2005 SIG is having a terrific time meeting twice a month and 
together locating and observing the Messier objects of the month. In addition, 
the group is also gaining a real knowledge of the sky. Together, people are 
locating and observing the constellations along with the Messier and other 
deep sky objects in them. It is turning out to be a real interesting experience.  
 
SIG Members receive a chart listing the Messier objects for the month and 
constellation maps with the locations of the objects marked on them. Generally 
there are two or three experienced TAAS observers present to assist SIG 
members with star hopping procedures. We are all learning from each other.  
 
If you have always wanted to join, but have not yet, no problem, the sky 
and stars are still there. Come out and join us. 

The next SIG observing session will be Wednesday 8 June 05 at Dee’s house.  
The days are getting longer, so it will not be dark enough to observe till 
about 2030 (8:30 pm).  You are welcome to arrive and set up any time after 
1930 (7:30 pm).  It is always fun to get together and exchange ideas and 
stories.

Because of the long days and city lights, we are planning on an observing 
later in the month at Oak Flats.  Details will be posted at www.TAAS.org.

This month is June and that means the VIRGO CLUSTER.  This will be 
a challenge, but it will also be the most rewarding observing we will 
have this year.  All of the 13 Messier Objects for the month of June are 
contained in one star chart.  The Virgo Cluster has always been a challenge 
to amateur astronomers, but it is also a great opportunity to see more 
than one Messier Object in the same field of view.  I have been promised 
assistance by other more experienced TAAS observers.

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h Shannon Mann

Dee Friesen

S a n d i a  P u e b l o  S c h o o l  S t a r  P a r t y ,  T u e s d a y  M a y  1 0 t h

Thank you TAAS! We really put on the stars for Sandia Pueblo Tuesday, 
May 10th. Although the wind picked up outside, John Laning and 
Barry Spletzer set up their dobsonians to take advantage of clear skies 
overhead. Around 20 students and several teachers were treated to 
great views of Saturn and Jupiter. Meanwhile inside, Ed Schneider ran 
the star lab, Ray Collins – the stellar spectral program, Bob Havlen – the 
ask and astronomer slide presentation and myself – the making of a 
comet. All events brought many squeals of delight and several great 
questions about astronomy. Although attendance was light, spirits 
were high, astronomy was shared, and great food was eaten.

E d u c a t i o n  O u t r e a c h  C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g ,  F r i d a y  
J u n e  1 7 t h  -  6 : 0 0  P . M .

Judy Stanley has graciously volunteered the conference room at 
Lodestar for this very important meeting. Please enter in the back door 
(loading dock) of the museum and tell security that you are here to 
meet with Judy Stanley.
The purpose of this meeting will be to establish our school star party 
calendar and other outreach event dates for next fall and spring 
semesters.
We could really use your input and ideas for making next year a big 
success.
Sunset is not until 8:23 P.M. so this meeting should not interfere (at least 
not too much) with UNM observing scheduled for 8P.M.
Shannon Mann
Education Outreach Coordinator
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Gordon  PegueM i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
May 19th, 2005
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present:  Dale Murray (President), Becky Ramotowski (Vice 
President), Gordon Pegue (Secretary), David Blair, Larry Cash, Ray 
Collins, Pete Eschman, Bob Hufnagel and Shane Ramotowski.

Directors absent:  Heather Mann (Treasurer), Shannon Mann, Dee 
Friesen.

Meeting called to order at 7:10 P.M.

Corrections to the April Minutes
None to report.

Treasurers Report
As Heather, the Treasurer, was not in attendance, there was no 
report.

Correspondence
Dale reported on a message he received from a Lorenzo Vigil, Park 
Ranger at the Pecos National Historical Park requesting assistance 
in hosting 3 star parties.  Consensus of the Board was to attempt to 
contact northern NM astronomy clubs and advise them of Mr. Vigil’s 
request.

Event Retrospect
a.  The April 23rd General Meeting featured an engaging presentation 
by Fulvio Melia on black hole physics and research.  The Lodestar 
Planetarium was nearly filled to capacity and many compliments on 
the quality of the presentation were received.
b.  Our first Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season scheduled for 
Saturday, April 30th was successful.
c.  The May 7th GNTO observing session was basically washed out 
due to heavily overcast skies.  Bill Wallace and Bob attended in the 
hope that skies would clear but it was not to be.
d.  A school star party at Sandia Pueblo was held on Tuesday, May 10th.  
Even though the weather once again hindered telescope activities, the 
35 parents and children who attended were delighted by the indoor 
presentations.
e.  Our second Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season scheduled for 
Saturday, May 14th was a total rain-out according to Dale.

Event Prospect
a.  The May 21st General Meeting will feature a Telescope Tune-up / 
Optics Cleaning Workshop hosted by Shane and Becky Ramotowski.
b.  A “GNTO Spring Cleaning” event is scheduled for Sunday, May 
22nd at GNTO starting at 10 A.M.
c.  A TAAS Observing Event at Chaco Canyon is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 28th.
d.  The June 4th GNTO observing session will feature additional 
member activities including training sessions and constellation tours.  
Refer to the full GNTO report elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter 
for more details.
e.  A special private TAAS star party at the Manzano Mountain Retreat 
Center is scheduled for Tuesday, June 7th.
f.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the GNTO Committee will take 
place on Thursday, June 9th.  All members are encouraged to attend.
g.  Our third Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 11th.  Neil Goldberg is the coordinating contact for this 
event.
h.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board of Directors 

will take place on Thursday, June 16th at the Physics and Astronomy 
Building on the campus of UNM.  Members interested in participating 
are encouraged to attend.
i.  The June 18th General Meeting will feature a presentation titled “In 
Pursuit of Clear Skies” by Deirdre Kann of NOAA.
j.  A special TAAS public star party, “Isotopes and Telescopes”, is 
scheduled for the evening of Tuesday, June 21st at the Isotopes Park.
k.  The July 2nd GNTO observing session will be a “new moon” 
event.
l.  The July 9th GNTO observing session will feature training 
activities.
m.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the GNTO Committee will 
take place on Thursday, July 14th.
n.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board of Directors 
will take place on Thursday, July 21st at the Physics and Astronomy 
Building on the campus of UNM.
o.  The July 23rd General Meeting will feature the TAAS Astro Trash 
& Treasure Extravaganza and Swap Meet.
p.  Our fourth Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season is scheduled for 
Saturday, July 30th.  An Event Owner is needed!
q.  The 2005 edition of the Placitas Star Party is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 22nd.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  No report.
b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman elsewhere 
in this issue of the newsletter.  Pete also noted that a suggestion to 
purchase an inexpensive CCD imaging camera for members to 
use with their own equipment was discussed at the recent GNTO 
Committee meeting.  As this piece of equipment would be part of the 
Education or Loaner Telescope programs, Pete asked that the Board 
pass judgment on the suggestion.  The consensus of the Board was 
that purchasing the camera is a very good idea but further discussion 
was tabled for a future Board meeting pending an investigation into 
the camera software licensing requirements.
c.  Education:  As Shannon, the Education Coordinator, was not in 
attendance, there was no report.  Bob presented some information on 
a piece of equipment that he recently received which was donated 
to TAAS.  The equipment consists of a device known as an “Object 
Visualizer” and Bob indicated that it might prove useful during 
General Meetings as it makes possible the displaying of objects when 
used with an LCD projector.
d.  Grants and Other Income:  Pete indicated that Barry Spletzer advised 
him that no word has been received from the battery manufacturer on 
our grant / donation request.
e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):
1.  Messier 2005:  Larry clarified that the next scheduled activity date 
is May 31st.  Larry noted that the June and July dates have not been 
scheduled yet as Dee has been on vacation.  Larry also noted that 
the recent event on May 11th was lightly attended and that he was 
therefore able to provide the attendees with more focused, one-on-
one assistance in properly acquiring a celestial target with a finder 
scope or Telrad.
2.  ATM:  David noted at the May 4th get-together, there were 5 
members present and that testing of 3 in-progress mirrors took place 
using ronchi gratings.  David also noted that at the May 18th get-
together, there were 7 members who participated in an enjoyable, 
open-format discussion of things scientific.

Old Business
a.  Due to the late hour, discussion and action on the list of action 
items that were formulated at the TAAS Board of Directors Retreat 

Cont' page 9
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was tabled until the next Board of Directors meeting.

New Business
a.  Dale spoke about a request he received from Brock Parker, who 
is currently substituting as our interim UNM Campus Observatory 
coordinator, requesting that 150 copies of a student handout sheet 
that Brock made be acquired.  The handout sheet describes the UNM 
Campus Observatory telescope and Brock’s telescope.  The consensus 
of the Board was to go ahead and procure the copies.
b.  Dale also mentioned that Brock is currently phoning the UNM 
reports into Dan Richey and that Dan is editing the final reports for 
publication in the newsletter.
c.  Dale also noted that the current recipient of emails addressed to the 
UNM Coordinator be changed.  Dale volunteered to be the interim 
recipient of this correspondence until a permanent UNM Coordinator 
is appointed.
d.  Larry suggested that some of the long, underscored TAAS email 
contact addresses be shortened to a more easily remembered and 
usable length.  The consensus of the Board was for each Director to 
examine the list and prepare suggestions for the next Board meeting.
e.  Shane reported on the status of a request he received from an 
editor at Albuquerque The Magazine.  The request centered around 
the editors desire to publicize our events in upcoming issues of the 
magazine.  The consensus of the Board was for Shane to coordinate 
the request with our PR Director, Karen Keese.
f.  A question was raised on our future status with Lodestar, now that 
Karen Keese has assumed a position with a different employer.  In 
the past, it was Karen who assisted with the arrangements for various 
TAAS events at Lodestar.  David volunteered to contact someone at 
Lodestar and enquire as to the outlook of continuing our relationship 
with Lodestar and who at Lodestar would be our contact.

Meeting adjourned at 9:03P.M.

BOD Minutes cont’ from page 8

D a r k  S k y  ( S I G ) David Penasa

N E W  M E X I C O  H E R I T A G E  P R E S E R V A T I O N  A L L I A N C E  
P R E S E N T S  A  S O L S T I C E  N I G H T  S K Y  C E R E M O N Y  

I N  A S S O C I A T I O N  W I T H  S A N T A  F E  D E S I G N  W E E K

The New Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance 
(NMHPA) - in collaboration with Santa Fe Design Week 
- presents a "Solstice Night Sky Ceremony," Tuesday 
June 21, 2005 beginning at 6:30 pm at the Museum of 
Indian Arts and Culture, Santa Fe. The ceremony is one 
of two events presented by the NMHPA for Santa Fe 
Design Week June 19-26. Both events will address the 
importance of proper design to reduce light pollution 
in order to sustain the quality of Santa Fe's night time 
environment.

Preservation of the night sky is often seen as an 
environmental and natural resource issue, however, 
NMHPA has led the way in New Mexico and the 
Southwest in emphasizing the need to protect the night 
sky and safeguard its value as a cultural resource as 
well. The Night Sky Ceremony will celebrate the rich 
night sky heritage Santa Feans and New Mexicans 

hold in common and call citizens to conscious action. 
The event will feature:

Native Spirits -- Contemporary & Traditional Native 
American Music; Victor di Suvero - Reading a new 
work inspired by the Night Sky Program; James 
McGrath and Cynthia West -- Readings of original 
poetry; Slide presentations by Peter Lipscomb, 
Astronomy Adventures, Santa Fe, and Derek Hanslep, 
International Dark Sky Association, Tucson; and, 
Prince Diabaté --  Traditional and contemporary West 
African kora music.

Speaking to the importance for all cultures of a 
night sky heritage, Victor di Suvero, Santa Fe poet 
and Publisher of Pennywhistle Press books, shares, 
“Acknowledgement of the night sky with its suns, stars 
and nebulae has been a part of our human spiritual 
history since time began. Every culture in its own way 
touches on the mysteries, the powers, and the magic 
of night. The Night Sky Program of the NMHPA has 
recognized the need for saving our heritage in this 
area.”

Prince Diabaté, West African kora player, vocalist 
and oral historian, who now makes Santa Fe his 
home, provides a personal reflection on the night sky 
environment in Santa Fe and his homeland, “The sky 
in the desert here reminds me of the night sky back 
home in Guinea - you can see the stars and the moon 
very clearly. In Guinea, many traditional villagers still 
rely on the moon and the stars to light their ceremonies 
- usually weddings - so they time their marriages to 
coincide
with the full moon - and the moonlit wedding 
ceremonies last all night until sunrise with music and 
dancing and singing.”

In 1999, NMHPA -- a statewide, private non-profit 
organization that promotes, protects, and advocates for 
New Mexico’s heritage -- declared New Mexico’s night 
sky as one of its “Most Endangered” cultural resources. 
Its Night Sky Program is an educational outreach 
program providing information to individuals and 
municipalities interested in working to reduce and 
prevent the negative consequences of light pollution 
throughout the state of New Mexico.

Contact:    Lazlo Lazowska
Director, Night Sky Program
New Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance
(505) 989-3696
lazlo@nmheritage.org
www.nmheritage.org
David Penasa
Dark Sky SIG Coordinator
275-2480 (H)
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C l a s s i f i e d  A d s

• Charming vacation
guest houses with private
baths, kitchens and porches,
secluded on hundreds of acres
of peaceful pines, under 6.5 +
magnitude dark, spectacular skies
• Twelve telescopes from 7” to 24”,
including 12” LX200 GPS and 16” LX
200, 14” Celestron Compustar and 24”
R/C Cassegrain; CCD cameras: ST-7,
ST-8 and STV Digital Video Camera 
• Observation deck, Astronomical Library,
Personal Guided Star Tours  • Close to Santa
Fe, Taos, ski resorts, and wildlife refuges.
Birding, Hiking and Labyrinth. Open all year.
7200’ elevation • Ideal for astronomy clubs,
retreats, reunions, and holidays.
Gift Certificates Available.

Star Hill Inn, Sapello, NM 87745
505.425.5605 • www.starhillinn.com

Star Hill Inn
the premiere astronomy retreat
in the country – since 1988 Manufacturing Quality

Portable and Permanent
Telescope Piers

Toll Free
(877) 96-SCOPE

Advanced Telescope Systems
www.AdvancedTelescope.com

FOR SALE:  13 “ Coulter Truss (Dob Telescope)  2” (11/4 inch adapter) 
•JMI focuser  •Telrad Finder  •Laser Collimator  •And more.....
Asking $800
Contact: Brock Parker    213 Garcia NE    Albuquerque, NM 87102
or Larry Cash  307-1880     lcash16@comcast.net for more pictures.

FOR SALE:  8 “ Coulter Truss (Dob Telescope)  (11/4 inch adapter) 
•JMI focuser  •Telrad Finder  •And more.....
Asking $300
Contact: Brock Parker    213 Garcia NE    Albuquerque, NM 87102
or Larry Cash  307-1880     lcash16@comcast.net for more pictures.
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2 0 0 5  TA A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
     PRESIDENT

             Dale Murray

               296-2479(H)

  president@taas.org

VICE PRESIDENT

 Becky Ramotowski

              286-8334(H)

              vp@taas.org

     SECRETARY

          Gordon Pegue

              332-2523(H)

  secretary@taas.org

     TREASURER

          Heather Mann

              771-0126(H)

   treasurer@taas.org

     EDUCATION

        Shannon Mann

              771-0126(H)

education_coord@taas.org

GNTO DIRECTOR
 
           Pete Eschman

              873-1517(H)

          gnto@taas.org

   MEMBERSHIP
  
               Ray Collins

              344-9686(H)

membership@taas.org

      DIRECTOR

               David Blair

              296-9632(H)

        david@taas.org

      DIRECTOR

                Larry Cash

              299-4686(H)

            larry@taas.org
events_coord@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  
               Dee Friesen

              856-1593(H)

            dee@taas.org

      DIRECTOR

           Bob Hufnagel

              890-8122(H)

            bob@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
   
 Shane Ramotowski

              286-8334(H)

          shane@taas.org
events_coord@taas.org

Public Relations Officer Karen Keese 261-0040(C) pr@taas.org
Events Coordinators Larry Cash/Shane Ramotowski 299-4686(H)/286-8334(H) events_coord@taas.org

TAAS Web Master Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 286-7993(H) editor@taas.org

Newsletter Printer/Proofing Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) barry@taas.org
Telescope Curator Dale Murray 296-2479(H) telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463(H) archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054(H) librarian@taas.org

ATM Coordinator Ray Collins 344-9686(H) atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Michael Pendley  296-0549(H) atm@taas.org

UNM Observatory Coordinator Vacant unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator David Penasa darksky@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           
e-mail to membership@taas.org 
or calling (505) 254-TAAS(8227).  
Applications may also be downloaded 
from the Web site.  Annual dues to The 
Albuquerque  Astronomical Society are 
$30/year for a full membership and $15/
year for a teacher or student (grades K-
12).  Additional family members may 
join  for $5/each (teacher, student and 
family memberships are not eligible to 
vote on society matters).  New member 
information packets can be downloaded 
from the website or requested from the 
TAAS Membership Services Director at   
membership@taas.org  You may send 
your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written 
out to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society or give your check to the 
Treasurer  at the next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include 
any of the above magazine renewal 
mailers and subscription payments 
as part of your renewal check.  Make 
checks out to TAAS (we will combine 
and send one check to the publisher). 
Warning: publishers take several months 
to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT IC L E S/A DV E RT I SE M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical 
classified advertisements and business 
card size advertisements for businesses 
related to astronomy must be submitted 
by the deadline shown on the Society 
calendar (generally the Saturday near 
the new Moon)  Rates for commercial 
ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 
for business card size.  The newsletter 
editor reserves the right to include and/
or edit any article or advertisement.   E-
mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent 
at paragraph beginning, one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@taas.org  for 
more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a nonprofit 
organization bulk mail rate.  As a result, 
the newsletter will NOT be forwarded 
to your new address should you 
move!!  Please provide the Treasurer 
(treasurer@taas.org) with your new 
mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 856-
2054 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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