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I N S I D E

G N T O  O p e n  H o u s e  
&  E q u i n o x  P i c n i c

Pete Eschman

We had a really good turn-out for 
our GNTO Open House, Equinox 
Picnic and Introductory Sessions 
on September 24.  The open 
house started in mid afternoon, 
and hunger spurred the start of 
the picnic a little before 5:00 P.M.   
There were plenty of hot dogs and 
hamburgers to go around, as well 
as some bratwursts hot off the grill.  
We had a good assortment of tasty 
side dishes and plenty of beverages 
to wash it all down.  Special thanks 
go to TAAS President Dale Murray, 
who stood duty at the gas-fired 
grill.  

Karen Keese and Carl Frisch made 
a special trip to GNTO before our 
event to install a new photo display 
near the stairway of the main 
dome building.  Karen did a great 
job of assembling GNTO pictures 
taken over the course of 12 years of 
improvements and fun at GNTO.  
The new display looks great.  
Thanks Karen!  Carl also took the 
time to install some new shelves in 
the pantry area of the guest trailer.  
Thanks Carl!

As the picnic wrapped up, more 
folks poured in to setup their gear 
under a nearly cloudless sky.  Dale 
led a small but enthusiastic group 
with a session on Introduction to 

GNTO and the Isengard Telescope.  
The introduction covered the 
Isengard 16” reflector down to 
our 6” loaner dobsonian scope.  
Moving the Isengard and using 
the NGCMAX to locate objects was 
emphasized.  We were prepared 
to offer a two-part Constellation 
Tour, but as it turned out, Larry 
Cash later gave a general sky tour 
to some of the folks who had taken 
the Introduction session. 

Viewing conditions were mostly 

cloud-free, but a little soft at times.  
By the time the moon rose around 
1:00 A.M., most everyone had their 
fill and began to pack up.  Some 
had made their first visit to GNTO, 
while a few others had not visited 
recently.  In any case, everyone said 
they had a great time.  All told, 
there were at least 15 telescopes 
and binoculars in operation, and 
around 30 observers.  This was 
one of our more successful events 
at GNTO, thanks to all those who 
pitched in to help out.

Photo by 
Shane Ramotowski
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TA A S  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s Becky Ramotowski

P r e s i d e n t ’s  M e s s a g e Dale Murray

The seasons are a changing. Autumn 
is here. The kids are back in school. 
This season’s green chili is roasted 
and the balloons are flying. The 
mighty scorpion is setting early in 
the evening and soon Orion will 
dominate the southeastern skies. All 
the equinox picnic burgers and hot 
dogs have been eaten and soon the 
leaves will be flying. All this change 
makes one think of the changing 
of the guard. TAAS has been very 
fortunate indeed to have had a string 
of motivated and dedicated people to 
take the lead in shaping the course of 
our organization. Change came a bit 
early this year for some positions and 
some more changes are soon to come.
We have a new Treasurer. Dan Clark 
stepped up to take on this very 
important post and we owe him our 
thanks for doing so. The Treasurer 
position is one of the most important 
positions for TAAS since the treasurer 
not only keeps the financial books 
but also maintains the membership 
list and handles the magazine 

subscriptions. We also owe a thank 
you to Pete Eschman for helping fill in 
for the empty post.
We will shortly have a new Web 
Master. Our highly visible Web Site 
has had two fine stewards for many 
years and the very high quality of the 
Web pages are due in no small part to 
the efforts of Sammy Lockwood and 
Barry Spletzer. Barry recently asked 
to step down from this post and Alan 
Scott has volunteered to take the next 
turn at maintaining out Web pages. 
Alan is a long time programmer and I 
am sure he will do a fine job not only 
keeping our Web site up and going but 
continue to be as informative and as 
entertaining as always. Well that’s two 
down and a few to go.
We are still looking for a Librarian and 
recently our “Sidereal Times” Editor 
Dan Richey has announced that, after 
many years at the helm of our fine 
newsletter, he wants to step down. If 
there is anyone interested in hosting a 
small collection of books and meeting 
more of the members of TAAS then 
the Librarian position is right up your 

alley. The Editor position represents 
a challenging job, but I am sure that 
there is a TAAS member out there who 
has the skills to excel in this rewarding 
and interesting undertaking. There is 
another possible position that could 
open before too long. Pete Eschman 
has hinted that we may soon need a 
new GNTO Director. 
After I was elected President, I became 
concerned whenever there was an 
empty post that needed to be filled. 
Over the past couple of years I learned 
that my concerns were unfounded. 
TAAS has so many intelligent and 
talented members that there was 
always someone ready to step-up and 
help support the continuation of this 
fine organization. So now I know that 
that whenever TAAS has a need it 
will be met sooner or later. TAAS will 
continue.
On top of all this, it is not too soon to 
be thinking of the end of the year and 
a few short months from now we will 
elect a new group of officers. Yep, in 
the words of Bob Dylan: “The times 
they are a changing.”

The general meeting will be held on 
October 15 at Lodestar Astronomy 
Center and start at 7:00 P.M.
The Lodestar Astronomy Center 
is located in the New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History and 
Science building at 1801 Mountain 
Road NW.

Dennis Webb will be our guest 
speaker and will present "Dig 
Deep" (or "there is a lot more data 
in those CCD galaxy images")

CCD images have a lot of data that 
does not make it into the pretty 
picture on the webpage.  Galaxies 
have a huge dynamic range of 
brightness and you can bring out 
special things with simple image 
processing tools.  When you take 

pictures, take the time to do some 
analysis and study.

Dennis Webb is past president 
of the Johnson Space Center 
Astronomical Society in Houston, 
Texas.  He has been an amateur 
observer since 1989, starting as a 
visual observer and falling to the 
dark side of CCD imaging in 1997.  
He helped found the Astronomical 
League's Arp Observer's Club to 
encourage amateurs to observe 
the faint peculiarity of Dr. Arp's 
amazing peculiar galaxies.   He is 
currently working on a Willmann-
Bell observing guide for the Arps, 
planned for publication next year.  
He is a 14-year veteran of the Texas 
Star Party, winning four astrophoto 
awards, a couple astronomical art 
awards, and the Lone Stargazer 

award.  He does some arty film 
photography of astronomers with 
the night sky; two such photos 
were exhibited in the 2003 show at 
the Museum of Fine Art in Santa 
Fe.

In the daytime, he is a manager 
with NASA in human spaceflight 
mission operations.  He earned a 
BS in Electrical Engineering from 
University of Houston.  His wife 
Ann is an artist and they travel 
for pleasure, with New Mexico a 
favorite destination.

We will also announce the winners 
of the 2005 astrophotography 
contest and have a preview of all 
entries after Mr. Webb's talk.
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G N TO  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

The successful September 24th event 
stood in sharp contrast to our GNTO 
event on September 3, which was 
clouded out.  Bill Wallace was there 
to open the facility, but threatening 
weather to the south encouraged him 
to lock up and leave around 7:15 P.M.  
As I understand it, our event at Chaco 
Canyon the same weekend suffered a 
similar fate.
 
Our most recent GNTO committee 
meeting was on September 8, at JB’s 
Restaurant on Eubank just north of I-
40 with Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Eric 
Edwards, Pete Eschman, Bill Wallace 
and Steve Welch in attendance.  Major 
meeting topics included planning for 
upcoming events, and a discussion of 
how to split up the GNTO work load.  
A working group consisting of Dee 
Friesen, Gordon Pegue, Alan Scott, Bill 
Wallace and Steve Welch will make 
recommendations on the work load 
topic at the full committee meeting in 

November.
Current observatory projects include 
some painting on the upper dome 
level headed by Alan Scott, and 
seating in the upper dome level, 
which Ray Collins and Dee Friesen 
are evaluating.  Jim Lawrence is well 
underway on his project to rebuild the 
Meade 16” dobsonian loaner at GNTO.  
Jim has come up with some major 
improvements that will make the 
scope much more portable and easier 
to use.  Dee Friesen is heading an 
effort to set up car pooling for GNTO 
trips.  More recently, Karen Keese has 
offered to head a sub committee to 
investigate our options to get Twining 
Lane graded.  

Our events for October start with 
a “new moon” observing session 
on October 1, followed by a second 
observing opportunity on October 29. 

You really should plan a trip to GNTO 

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h Shannon Mann

soon.  We have two great loaner scopes 
on easy to use dobsonian mounts, 
and our Isengard 16” is providing 
some really great views these days.  If 
you have not seen it yet, you need to 
check out the new drive system on the 
Isengard and the new flooring on the 
main dome!  The comfortable Ortega 
Building is available for socializing 
and our Guest Trailer is available for 
coffee, hot chocolate and any snacks 
you might want to share.  With all this 
great equipment at GNTO, what are 
you waiting for?  

GNTO committee meetings are open 
to any interested TAAS members and 
this is a great way to get more involved 
with your observatory.  We need your 
help.  Our next scheduled meeting is 
November 3.  We meet at 6:30 P.M. at 
JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north 
of I-40.  If you have questions about 
access and availability of GNTO, please 
contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.
org, home phone: 873-1517). 
I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory. 

G r i e g o s  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h o o l  S t a r  P a r t y

Tuesday, September 20th 2005

Our second star party of the school 
year packed live music, a NASA 
research balloon, solar prominences 
and other celestial delights into one 
exciting evening. The crowds were 
treated to a live middle school band 
as they took peeks at the Sun through 
our solar telescope and picnicked 
on school grounds. Around 7 P.M., 
just before sunset, a NASA research 
balloon was floating about 90 miles 
west of Albuquerque at an altitude 
of 119, 000 feet when TAAS docents 
trained there telescope upon it. Boy 
was that thing bright!!! Many thanks 
to those from TAAS in attendance 
– Tom Graham, Bob Hufnagel, Ray 
Collins and Valley High School 
Students, John Laning, Bob Havlen, 
Dale Murray and Shannon Mann. A 
BIG special thanks to Tom Graham 
(Principal of Griegos) for showing 
his students sunspots and solar 

prominences with the education 
program’s solar telescope before the 
official event began and for helping 
so much with the event planning. 
In addition to the great telescope 
showing, we had comet making 
(Dale Murray), our “Meaure the 
Rainbow” spectral demonstration 

(Ray Collins), and, last but not 
least, Bob Havlen with “Ask the 
(Professional) Astronomer.”

C h e l w o o d  E l e m e n t a r y  
S c h o o l  S t a r  P a r t y

Tuesday, October 25th 2005  

Please join us for our third school star 
party of the school year. This party will 
be co-hosted by Dee Friesen and the 
Messier 2005 Special Interest Group 
(SIG).We need volunteers to make this 
another successful event. The school is 
located at the corner of Chelwood Park 
Boulevard and Constitution Avenue - 
12701 Constitution NE. This location 
in roughly halfway between E-W 
running Indian School and Lomas in 
the heights. The party will run from 
7 P.M. to 9 P.M., but again please plan 
on being there by 6 P.M.. Contact 
Dee Friesen for further information: 
friesend@COMCAST.NET

Photo by
Becky Ramotowski

NASA Research Balloon
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✶✶

     1
GNTO - NM
Okie-Tex Star Party(Oct 1-9)
    

2 3
Rosh Hashanah Begins

                05:29

4 5
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

6 7
UNM

8

9 10

                14:02

11 12 13
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)
Yom Kippur Begins

14
UNM

15
TAAS General Meeting
at LodeStar Planetarium

16 17

                07:14

18 19
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

20 21
UNM

22
Placitas Star Party

23

                                        30

24                        20:18
                           
                          End of DST
                                         31

25

Chelwood Elementary

26 27 28
UNM
Nov Sidereal Times Deadline

29
GNTO NM

O c t o b e r  2 0 0 5
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

New

Last Qtr

First Qtr

Planet Rise & Set for October 15, 2005
 Mercury 08:50/18:57 Saturn 01:05/15:23
 Venus 11:20/20:16 Uranus 16:33/03:31  
 Mars 19:40/09:40 Neptune 15:28/01:30
 Jupiter 07:40/18:36 Pluto 11:45/21:57 

SunRise & SunSet
Oct 1, 2005     06:57/18:43
Oct 15, 2005    07:12/18:20

 Oct  31, 2005     07:31/17:57

Full

A s t r o - I m a g e s  A w a r d s  C e r e m o n y  
&  E x h i b i t i o n  O p e n i n g

Karen Keese

Please join us on Saturday, October 
15, 2005 at the LodeStar Astronomy 
Center planetarium for the 2005 
Astro-Images of New Mexico 
awards ceremony and opening of 
the exhibition to the public. The 
awards ceremony will immediately 
follow the general meeting lecture, 
which begins at 7 P.M. The exhibition 
officially opens to the public during 
the social hour following the awards 
ceremony.

The Astro-Images of New Mexico 
contest and exhibition are co-

presented by TAAS and LodeStar. This 
year, 29 fabulous views of the cosmos 
will hang in the exhibit gallery, on the 
2nd floor of the Astronomy Center, 
through February 28, 2006. LodeStar 
is located in the Museum of Natural 
History on Mountain Road in Old 
Town.

Images were submitted in four 
categories: Land & Sky, CCD, Plate/
Film/Digital, and Photo Illustration. 
Awards will be bestowed in all four 
categories, and the top image will take 
home a Best of Show
award. The top prize this year is a stay 
at the renowned guest observatory 
New Mexico Skies, located in Mayhill, 
New Mexico (near Cloudcroft). Other 
business sponsors of the contest 
are AP-T Camera Repair, Camera & 
Darkroom, Forms Plus, Kurt's Camera 

Corral, and TJ's Camera and 1 Hour 
Photo. We offer our sincere thanks to 
these businesses for their support of 
this unique exhibition. In addition, 
we urge our readers to patronize 
these fine establishments and tell 
them that you are doing so because 
of their support of Astro-Images.
Many thanks to this year's planning 
committee--David Nelson Blair, 
David Beining, Sandie Koson, Judy 
Stanley, Karen Keese, Bobby Childers 
and Neil Goldberg; and to this year's 
judges panel-John Fleck, Judy Stanley, 
John Sefick, Dr. Rich Rand, and Kris 
Haskins.

So don't miss out on the action. Get 
your ringside seat to the best of New 
Mexico's skies at the astrophotography 
event-of-the-season.
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     1

                19:26

2
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

3
GNTO Committee Meeting
7 P.M.

4
UNM

5
GNTO Training

6 7 8
Katherine Griegos 
Elementary
                 19:58

9 10
Board Meeting 7 P.M.
( P & A Bldg.)

11
UNM

12
TAAS General Meeting

13 14 15

                18:57

16
ATM Workshop Valley High 
School 7 P.M.

17 18
UNM

19

20 21 22 23

                 16:12

24
Thanksgiving

25
UNM

26
GNTO NM

27 28 29 30

N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 5
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

A T M  W o r k s h o p
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org
The Amateur Telescope Making 
Workshop meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Valley 
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the 
north side of Candelaria, just west of 
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7 
P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

TAAS 
General Meeting

Saturday, October 15th, 2005
7 P.M.

Lodestar Astronomy Center
NM Museum of 

Natural History & Science
1801 Mountain Road NW

Subject:
Dig Deep

(There is a lot more data in those 
CCD Galaxy Images)

Speaker:
Dennis Webb

New

Last Qtr

First Qtr

Planet Rise & Set for November 15, 2005
 Mercury 09:27/18:26 Saturn 23:06/13:21
 Venus 11:48/20:22 Uranus 14:30/01:27  
 Mars 17:01/06:52 Neptune 13:27/23:29
 Jupiter 06:12/16:51 Pluto 09:47/19:58 

SunRise & SunSet
Nov 1, 2005     07:32/17:56
Nov 15, 2005    07:49/17:41
 Nov  30, 2005   08:06/17:32

Full

✶ N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium 
Observing Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline 
@254-8227, or the UNM hotline 
@ 277-1446  to confirm, or unm_
coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.
P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  
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TA A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add 
minutes, then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Ray Collins at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Pete Eschman at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the November  
2005 issue of the Sidereal Times will be Friday, 
October 28th.  My e-mail address is editor@taas.
org.
This summer marks my 5th year of editing 
the TAAS newsletter.  While I have enjoyed 
this job very much, it is time to move on.  I 
will remain on the job until the end of 2005, 
but then retire.  I will help anyone get started 
on this rewarding and challenging position 
and remain available for consultation if asked.  
Thanks to all TAAS members who have 
contributed to the newsletter, you made the 
job very enjoyable. 

U N M  R e p o r t
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( A u g u s t y  2 0 0 5 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 217 236 -19
Family 69 74 -5
Educational 7 16 -9
Total Paid 293 326 -33
Honorary 7 4 3
Complimentary 33 36 -3
Total Members 333 366 -33  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S
General: James Degnan and Anna Whitlow
Education: Pamela Lamson

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  T A A S  M e m b e r s

Sarah Wood
Mikel & Rosalie McCreary

Jan Conavay
Tom Davies

James Hickerson
Fredrick & Susan Kline

Ed Isenberg

08 July 05: I was out of town, at a 
summer camp, so there is no report on 
the evenings activities.
 15 July 05: Slow moving thunder 
clouds clobbered us this evening.
 22 July 05: Dale was there, and had a 
couple of summer school students.
 29 July 05: It was an absolute gem 
of a night, without a cloud in the 
sky. Unfortunately, the three docents 
outnumbered the two visitors.
Docents: Dale, Ed, and myself
 05 August 05: Monsoon clouds and 
east canyon winds resulted in another 
night  that bit the dust.
 12 August 05: Ditto, the clouds
 19 August 05: Double ditto, more 
clouds
 26 August 05: The first session of the 
fall semester continued in the same 
manner as have most during the 
spring and summer. The clouds that 
developed during the late afternoon 
did not dissipate. As a result, the UNM 
crew and I chatted without opening 
the dome. There were about eight 
visitors, who had fleeting views of a 
very poor and distorted Venus and a 
star or two.
Docents: just me
 02 September, 05: Touted by the 
weather folks as the last burp of the 
monsoon, it was the fifth Friday in a 
row with cloudy skies.
 09 September 05: The nemesis clouds 
moved in before dusk, but I went 
down anyway. About 7:15 I threw in 
the towel, and as I was putting the 
last of my stuff back in the van, two 
groups showed up. I spent an hour or 
so answering questions and left about 
8:30.
 16 September 05: A very clear, but 
breezy evening. Altogether there were 
about 30 visitors, mostly astronomy 
students. The wind all but destroyed 
“seeing” but the atmosphere was very 
transparent.
Docents: Mickey and myself
 23 September 05: A most disappointing 
night. When I walked out the door, it 
was into a thundershower. The first 
Friday of fall was a bust.
 30 September 05: A very delightful 
night, without a cloud or breeze. We 
had about 25 or so visitors, mostly 
students.
Docents: Dale and myself 
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P l a c i t a s  S t a r  Pa r t y  -  2 0 0 5
S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 2 n d

Well, it’s that time of year again - time for the very 
popular annual TAAS/LPA Placitas Star Party.  The 
date is this October 22, a Saturday as usual.  Once 
again, as in the past few years, we will be holding it 
along the private dirt road just east of the Homestead 
Shopping Center in Placitas (please see accompanying 
map.)

As noted, this is one of TAAS’ more popular events 
and, with the very fine apparition of Mars at the 
time, attendance can be expected to be quite heavy.  
Recent Placitas Star Parties have featured ‘scope/
docent counts in the twenties, all of them kept busy 
throughout the evening. It’s a telescopes-only event, 
but an event where a lot of telescopes are needed - in 
other words:  It needs you.

If you can make it, please respond to mann_
shannon@comcast.net, with a copy to 
BarryGordon@compuserve.com, letting us know 
what telescope you will be bringing. 

T e l e s c o p e  D o c e n t  I n f o r m a t i o n
TAAS docents with telescopes should enter the dirt road 
through the observing area from the East, via Homesteads 
Road.  That entrance is less than 1/10 mile from NM-165.  
(A detailed map accompanies this text)  As an aid to the 
LPA traffic volunteers, who will be keeping the public 
from driving into the observing area, TAAS docents with 
telescopes should identify themselves with a sign/placard/
whatever behind their windshields, easily visible from the 
outside, saying simply:  TAAS.

The primary observing area is the S-shaped dirt road 
running from Homesteads Road to the shopping center’s 
paved parking lot.  We will set up starting near the end 
at the shopping center’s parking lot.  Thus, when entering 
from Homesteads Road, just follow the “S” until you come 
to the last previous TAAS arrival.

Park on the LEFT - that is the South or East side of the road 
- leaving as much room as possible for telescope set-up and 
the anticipated pedestrian traffic.  At the West end of the 
road - near the parking lot - it will be necessary to park 

parallel or only 
at a very slight 
angle to the road.  
Further East, 
however, starting 
at the lower curve 
and extending all 
the way, it will be 
possible to park 
perpendicular to 
the road, which 
will enable us 
to fit in several 
more cars - 
and, therefore, 
t e l e s c o p e s ( ! ) 
- than parallel 
parking would 
allow.  Please also 
note that this year, 
a new house has 
been built with 
their access to NM-
165 being limited 
to our setup road. 
Please be sure to 
leave room for 
them to drive by 
as you set-up your 
telescopes.

Barry Gordon / Shannon Mann
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especially enjoyed the 
opportunity to actually 
get their hands on real 
telescopes and ask 
interesting questions 
of the presenters and 
TAAS volunteers. 

Highlights of the 
event were a special 
presentation of the 

Earthrise program 
by Alan Hale, the co-
discoverer of the comet 
Hale-Bopp and special 
children’s activities 
from the Explora 
Science Center and 
the UNM Meteoritics 
Institute.  In addition, a 
mirror-grinding exhibit 
presented by Ray 
Collins was a special hit 
with the younger visitors.

The cooperation of the Cottonwood Mall personnel 
was outstanding and they invited us back for next year.  
Numerous members of TAAS assisted with the event and 
all had a good time.

M e s s i e r  2 0 0 5  S I G Dee Friesen

U p d a t e  1  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 5
The Messier 2005 SIG is continuing to have a terrific time meeting 
twice a month and together locating and observing the Messier 
objects of the month.  In addition, the group is also gaining a real 
knowledge of the sky.  Together people are locating and observing 

the constellations 
and the Messier 
and other objects 
in them.  It is 
turning out to be 
a real interesting 
experience. 

SIG Members receive 
a chart listing the 
Messier objects 
for the month and 
constellation maps 
with the locations of 
the objects marked 
on them.  Generally 
there are two to 
three experienced 
TAAS observers 
present to assist SIG 
members with the 

star hopping procedures.  We are all learning from each other.

The two observing sessions in October will be Tuesday, October 
25 and Wednesday, October 26.  The Tuesday session will be 
in support of the Chelwood Elementary School star party 
coordinated by the Messier 2005 SIG.  

Now that the long summer days are over we are again meeting 
at Dee Friesen’s house.   Sunset is before 7:00 pm, so persons 
wishing to participate may arrive any time after 6:00 pm and 
stay as long as they desire. The sessions will continue until 
everyone has completed their planned observing.  

The URL, which gives you the SIDS 12 Month Messier List 
is http://www.maa.agleia.de/Messier/E/Xtra/12months/
12months.html

It is not too late to join the Messier 2005 SIG.  If you are interested 
contact Dee at 856-1593 or friesend@com cast.net. Directions to 
Dee’s house are given on the TAAS web site.

M17

A s t r o n o m y  D a y  2 0 0 5
Dee Friesen

TAAS’s Astronomy Day 2005 was at the Cottonwood Mall on 
Saturday September 10.  Over 15 exhibitors presented 
programs on astronomy in New Mexico.  In addition, 
volunteers from TAAS and the Corrales Observers brought 
solar telescopes for the viewing pleasure of outside 
visitors.

As in years past, the general public continues to have a real 
interest in all things pertaining to the night sky.  The visitors 

O a k  F l a t
John Laning

This year's final Oak Flat Star Party on the September10th 
was a nice finish to the summer. TAAS was able to set up 
over 10 scopes for observing. There were 3 Dobs of at least 
17.5".  3 other Dobs from 14.5” to 10”, three SCTs between 12” 
and 8”,and finally a small 2.7” refractor and binocs with a 
very unusual mount. The Moon was nearly half full in the 
south,the only planets visible early were Venus and Jupiter 
and its 4 Moons both low on the western horizon peeking 
through the clouds. About 50 people came including total 
members of a senior citizen organization, a few youngsters 
with their parents, and a few teenagers. Around 8:30 P.M. 
deep sky objects, mostly star clusters, played hide and seek 
in the clouds. Star hopping was hit and miss due to the 
moving clouds, at least the wind never bothered us. The 
nebulae in Sagittarius were very dim but visible to most. 
The Ring and Dumbell were favorites to all near the zenith. 
A few double stars were observed during the eary evening. 
Most of the public left by 10-11 P.M. when the skies got 
darker, so dimmer deep sky objects came into view such 
as the Veil,and Helix nebulae. Finally around 1A.M. the 
last 5 TAAS members packed up because of the worsening 
clouds, and many were plain tired after seeing Mars and 
the Pleiades low on the east horizon through the trees.
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D a r k  S k y  ( S I G ) David Penasa

S E P T E M B E R  C H A C O  S T A R  P A R T Y
Neil Goldberg

Although overcast skies in Albuquerque forecast a similar cloud cover at Chaco 
Canyon for the weekend of the September Star Party, three intrepid star gazers 
decided that an opportunity to visit Chaco  – we even had an apartment there 
for two nights  –  and view the other wonders there was too good to turn down.  
So Joan, I and Judy Stanley loaded up the Toyota with my scope and enough 
food to feed a small army for three days.  TAAS was also represented by G.B. 
Cornucopia and John Sefick who had arrived a few days earlier.
The weather service got it right!  Except for a “sucker hole” that opened up just 
after we arrived, the sky was completely blanked out, cancelling any chance 
for day or night observing. Fortunately, a Park Service volunteer piggybacked 
a Coronado telescope to his ten-inch Dobsonian affording a fleeting view of the 
Sun through its hydrogen alpha filter.
Friday night six of us had dinner hosted by chefs Judy and Joan at our place.  
Then we heard a lecture by a Park Service archaeologist who used PowerPoint 
and Adobe software imaging to blend new and old images of important sites 
to construct a time-lapse sequence of changes in the buildings from the late 
1800’s to the present time.  Later, in the dome control room a volunteer docent 
presented a slide program from an album of images collected by John Sefick 
at Chaco.  Saturday morning we hiked out to the 1054 “supernova” site; then 
spent the afternoon just sitting around and talking.  That night G. B. gave a 
talk on the archaeo- astronomy of Chaco.  There’s always something new and 
interesting to learn from him.  A small crowd because of the weather but a 
good talk nonetheless.
We discussed the proposed paving of the road from US 550 to Chaco.  We 
learned that the official position of the Park Service on this issue is “that it 
has no position,” although there are plenty of unofficial opinions, of course, 
worried about the negative impact of the road on the Park environment.
The mission of the Park Service is “...to promote and regulate the use of the...
national parks...which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and 
historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of 
the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for 
the enjoyment of future generations.” (National Park Service Organic Act, 16 
U.S.C.) and “The National park Service preserves unimpaired the natural and 
cultural resources and values of the national park system for the enjoyment, 
education, and inspiration of this and future generations. [The National Park 
Service includes dark skies as part of its mission to conserve scenery and 
natural and historic objects.]” 
A paved  road guarantees more traffic and visitors to the Park eventually 
leading to more restrictive public access to the sites and ruins in order to protect 
them from erosion and vandalism.  The inevitable commercial development 
along the road will surely lead to light pollution blotting out the dark skies 
that are already encroached upon from Albuquerque, Farmington and Gallup 
and that are such a valuable part of the Chaco cultural experience.  (Even now, 
on overcast nights the glare from Farmington is seen at Chaco.)  If you have an 
opinion about paving the road you can contact the following officials:
•Katherine Slick, State Historic Preservation Officer,  katherine.slick@state.
nm.us, 505.827.4044. 
•Dave Neck, Director; San Juan County Public Works, 305 Oliver Drive, Aztec, 
NM 87410,  dkeck@sjcounty.net, 505.334.4520.
•Senator Jeff Bingaman,625 Silver, SW #30, Albuquerque, NM 87102
•Senator Pete V. Domenici, 201 3rd St., NW #710, Albuquerque, NM 87102
•Representative Heather Wilson, 20 First Plaza, suite 602, Albuquerque, NM 
87102
•Representative Tom Udall, 811 St. Michaels Drive, Santa Fe, NM 87505
We returned to Albuquerque early Sunday morning still under cloudy skies.  
Maybe next year at the Spring Star Party the sky will be clear and we’ll still 
have to “endure” the final leg to Chaco over that eccentric, bumpy, unpaved 
corduroy road.  Hope springs eternally!

OCTOBER EVENTS STATEWIDE CELEBRATE 
PROCLAMATION BY GOVERNOR RICHARDSON

OF 
“NEW MEXICO DARK SKY APPRECIATION NIGHT”

September 14, 2005 (Santa Fe) – New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson 
again this year, in response to a request by New Mexico Heritage Preservation 
Alliance Night Sky Program (NMHPA), has proclaimed a special night of 
observation of New Mexico’s pristine night skies for October 8, 2005, in 

association with the Enchanted Skies Star Party in Socorro. The proclamation 
recognizes the uniqueness of New Mexico’s night sky and encourages 
citizens as well as visitors to turn off artificial lights, go outside and enjoy 
the blessings of an unspoiled night sky. Governor Richardson states that “all 
New Mexicans deserve the right to gaze upward and enjoy the heritage of a 
pristine, unspoiled sky, unchanged through the length of human history.” 
Organizations throughout New Mexico – in association with Governor 
Richardson’s proclamation – will conduct special public events designed to 
enjoy and learn about the night sky.  
Under the leadership of NMHPA the State’s first Dark Sky Appreciation 
Night was held in 1999, the same year the New Mexico Night Sky Protection 
Act was signed into law. The purpose of the act is to regulate outdoor night 
lighting to preserve and enhance the state’s dark sky while promoting safety 
and conserving energy.  One of the first laws of its kind in the United States, 
the Night Sky Protection Act makes dark skies a priority in New Mexico for 
its history, culture, industry and economy.  In addition to the state law, many 
concerned municipalities have passed local ordinances that place further 
restrictions on the use of outdoor lighting. The Act is available in NMHPA’s 
publication, “Guide to Night Sky Friendly Lighting,” provides an introduction 
to the topic of light pollution and explains what New Mexicans can do to 
preserve our night sky. The booklet can be downloaded from www.nmheritage.
org or obtained by calling the NMHPA Night Sky Program at 505-989-3696.
During the month of October NMHPA will launch an Outdoor Lighting 
Evaluation Survey Program.  For information on how to participate in a survey 
near you or to have one conducted in your community, call 505-989-3696, or 
email  lazlo@nmheritage.org.
Special events celebrating New Mexico’s dark skies in October include:  
10/1. Grand Opening of the new observatory at City of Rocks State Park (Silver 
City/Lordsburg). 
505-536-2800.
10/1.  Lodestar Astronomy Center (Albuquerque) GEMS Astronomy Study 
Group. 505-841-5955
10/1-9.  X PRIZE CUP Week (Albuquerque, Las Cruces, Alamogordo). 
Proclaimed X Prize Week by Governor Richarson (10/4-9). New Mexico Balloon 
Fiesta; NMSU Symposium 10/6; Space Museum and Alamogordo honors 
student program 10/6; Press conference with Governor Richardson 10/7; Ride 
the New Mexico Space Trail 10/8 statewide, and NMSU Football game half-
time show 10/8.For information on all programs www.xpcup.com.
10/4. Hyde Memorial State Park (Santa Fe). Star Gazing guided by Peter 
Lipscomb of Astronomy Adventures with New Mexico Heritage Preservation 
Alliance Night Sky Program. 505-989-3696 or 
505-983-7175
10/4-8. Enchanted Skies Star Party (Socorro). 505-835-7302 / dfinley@nrao.
edu
10/8.  Bottomless Lakes State Park (SE of Roswell), Lea Lake Historic CCC 
Pavilion, Star gazing event with Roswell Astronomy Club. 505-624-6058.
10/8.  Oasis State Park (S of Clovis) Star Party with Bill Anderson and Mick 
Hoffman, ENMU-Portales. 505-365-5331
10/8.  Rockhound State Park (SE of Deming), Tour of Constellations and Story 
Telling. 505-465-6182
10/8.  Rio Grande Nature Center State Park (Albuquerque) Star Tour by John 
Sefick and Judy Stanley. 505-344-7240
10/8-15.   “Pueblos to Planets” UW-Madison’s Astronomical Crossroads Tour. 
Visit to Lodestar Astronomy Center, Los Alamos/Home of Manhattan Project, 
Socorro’s Very Large Array, White Sands Missile Range, Apache Point and 
Sacramento Peak Observatories, Roswell’s UFO Museum, and more. 888-922-
8728 /www.uwalumni.com.
10/15.  Elephant Butte Lake State Park, Full Moon Hike. 505-744-5998
10/15.  Lodestar Astronomy Center (Albuquerque). Family Astronomy Program: 
Eclipse it! Annular and partial eclipse of the sun, partial eclipse of the moon. 
Natural History Museum. 505-841-5955
10/15.  Lodestar Astronomy Center. Opening of Astrophotography Exhibit: 
Astro- Images of New Mexico – Portraits from the Foothills of Space. Natural 
History Museum. Runs through February 2006. 505-841-5955
10/15.  Radio Astronomy Image Contest results announced. www.nrao.edu 
10/22.  Lodestar Astronomy Center, Teacher’s Program: Making Tracks on 
Mars for Teachers 3rd through 9th Grades. 505-841-5955
10/24–30. Lodestar Astronomy Center, Planet-Scarium Special Halloween Pre-
show precedes daily Enchanted Skies and Planetarium Shows. Natural History 
Museum. 505-841-5955
10/29.  Leasburg Dam State Park (NW of Las Cruces), Stars-N-Parks Mars Close 
Approach with members of the National Public Observatory. 505-524-4068
For details on October events celebrating Dark Sky Appreciation Night or to 
read Governor Richardson’s  proclamation, visit www.nmheritage.org.
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
Gordon  Pegue

September 15th 2005
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference 
Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present:  Becky Ramotowski (Vice President), 
Dan Clark (Treasurer), Gordon Pegue (Secretary), David 
Blair, Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, Dee Friesen, 
Bob Hufnagel, Shannon Mann and Shane Ramotowski.  
Barry Gordon was in attendance as an observer.

Directors absent:  Dale Murray (President), and Dee 
Friesen.

Meeting called to order at 7:06 P.M.

Corrections to the August Minutes
None to report.

Treasurers Report – report provided by Pete
Account balances (as of the end of August):
General Fund:       $  6,833.45
GNTO Fund:       $  8,234.15
Education Fund:      $  3,419.71
Dark Sky Fund:      $     530.21
Special Projects Fund:     $  3,290.18
Science Fair Fund:      $         0.00
Total Funds on Deposit:  $22,307.70

Total membership count (all categories): 329

A number of treasury-related items were dealt with:

a.  Dan and Pete reported that the transition of Treasurer 
responsibilities over to Dan is nearly complete.
b.  Shane motioned that Dan be allowed to research and 
purchase a new TAAS laptop computer and printer for 
the use of the current and future Treasurer with a cost not 
to exceed $1000.  Larry seconded the motion and after a 
brief discussion, the motion passed unanimously.
c.  The list of complimentary newsletter recipients 
was considered next.  After discussing the list and 
considering a proposal by Pete to create a new class of 
TAAS membership, the consensus of the Board was to 1) 
eliminate the out-of-country entries in the list due to the 
prohibitive costs associated therein, 2) retain the Honorary 
class of membership and provide those entries in the list 
with the option of receiving either a printed or electronic 
copy of the newsletter, 3) converting 3 entries in the list 
to the Honorary class and 4) eliminating the mailing of 
printed copies of the newsletter to all remaining entries in 
the list.  All remaining entries in the list will be notified 
that they have the option to download an electronic 
version of the newsletter.
d.  Pete presented an updated Membership Renewal form 
for review, which was accepted.  Details of the form will 
be provided to Barry for inclusion into the web-based 
form.
e.  Pete queried whether members who are in the Family 
Member membership class should be able to receive the 
discounted magazine subscription rates.  After a brief 
discussion, the consensus of the Board was to allow this 
privilege.

Correspondence
None to report.

Event Retrospect
a.  The Saturday, August 20th General Meeting featured 
an interesting and entertaining presentation on caves, 
astrobiology and Mars by Penelope Boston.
b.  Our fifth and final “regular” Oak Flat Public Star Party 
of the season was held on Saturday, August 27th.  Public 
attendance was very good and the weather cooperative 
until 1am.
c.  Our first school star party of the new school year 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 30th at Cochiti Elementary 
School was, according to Shannon, a smashing success 
with over 250 students and parents in attendance.  See the 
Education Outreach report elsewhere in this issue of the 
newsletter for more details.
d.  The Saturday, September 3rd GNTO observing session 
was basically “weathered out” with thick, threatening 
rain clouds in attendance.  The TAAS Chaco observing 
session scheduled for the same evening also suffered the 
same fate.
e.  Very successful Astronomy Day activities took place 
on Saturday, September 10th at the Cottonwood Mall.  
Numerous exhibitors were in attendance as well as solar 
scopes setup outside treating the shoppers to glorious 
views of the sun.  Ray noted that in the future, we should 
include more hands-on activities for kids.  A special 
Astronomy Day public observing session at Oak Flat also 
took place at that evening with over 130 folks in attendance 
treated to views through 16 different telescopes.

Event Prospect
a.  The Saturday, September 17th General Meeting will 
feature a presentation on Mars by Dr. Larry Crumpler, 
staff geologist at the NM Museum of Natural History.
b.  A school star party is scheduled for Tuesday, September 
20th at Griegos Elementary School.
c.  The Edgewood Star Party is scheduled for Friday, 
September 23rd.
d.  The September 24th GNTO observing session will 
feature additional member activities including an open 
house, Equinox picnic, training sessions and constellation 
tours.
e.  The Saturday, October 1st GNTO observing session 
will be a “new moon” event.
f.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board 
of Directors will take place on Thursday, October 13th at 
the Physics and Astronomy Building on the campus of 
UNM.
g.  The Saturday, October 15th General Meeting will 
feature a presentation by author and Johnson Space Center 
engineer Dennis Webb.  This meeting will be held at the 
Lodestar Planetarium.
h.  The 2005 edition of the Placitas Star Party is scheduled 
for Saturday, October 22nd.  Contact the event owner, 
Shannon Mann, for more information.
i.  A school star party is scheduled for Tuesday, October 
25th at Chelwood Elementary School.
j.  The Saturday, October 29th GNTO observing session 
will be a “new moon” event.
k.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the GNTO 
Committee will take place on Thursday, November 3rd.
l.  The November 5th GNTO observing session will feature 
training sessions.
m.  A school star party is scheduled for Tuesday, 
November 8th at Katherine Griegos Elementary School in 

Cont page 9
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Los Lunas.
n.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board 
of Directors will take place on Thursday, November 10th 
at the Physics and Astronomy Building on the campus of 
UNM.
o.  The Saturday, November 12th General Meeting will 
feature a presentation by Rich Kestner on the NM Space 
Port
p.  The Saturday, November 26th GNTO observing session 
will be a “new moon” event.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurers Report provided 
by Pete: 211 full, 71 family, 7 educator, 4 honorary and 36 
complementary members comprise the total membership 
of TAAS.
b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.
c.  Education:  Shannon reported that the school “booking” 
schedule is complete through February of 2006 with 
booked dates of 12-06-05, 1-31-06 and 2-21-06.  See the 
Education Outreach report elsewhere in this issue of the 
newsletter for more details.
d.  Grants and Other Income:  No report.
e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):
1.  Messier 2005:  No report.
2.  ATM:  No report.
3.  Dark Sky:  On behalf of David Penasa, coordinator of 
the Dark Sky SIG, Pete reported that the electronic Sky 
Quality Meter (SQM) is now in the possession of David 
Penasa and that Mr. Penasa has begun the process of 
preparing the checkout and usage guidelines documents.  
Pete also noted that there was no update on the status of 
another important Dark Sky issue involving the potential 
construction of a church camp very close to the Oak Flat 
Picnic Grounds.  For more information on this potential 
threat to the dark skies at Oak Flat, call David Penasa.

Old Business
a.  Discussion of the open TAAS positions centered on the 
impending departure of Dan Richey from the Newsletter 
Editor position.  Any member interested in taking over 
this important position is encouraged to contact any 
Board Member or Dan Richey.  Also discussed was the 
possibility of Karen Keese taking on the Librarian position 
and either Alan Scott or Shane Ramotowski taking on the 
Webmaster position.
b.  David reported that he has been unsuccessful so far in 
contacting Claire Broline.  He indicated that we should 
be able to resolve the status of the existence of the Broline 
Memorial Fund at the November Board of Directors 
meeting.

New Business
a.  Becky reported that member Sy Santos has agreed to 
be the coordinator of the TAAS Solstice banquet.  Becky 
indicated that Sy has made initial arrangements with the 
Radisson Inn on Carlisle, which is where the event was 
held last year, and that this year’s event may be a buffet-
style event.
b.  A spirited discussion on how to make Board meetings a 
little less business-like and a little more efficient concluded 
the meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 P.M.

BOD Minutes cont A u g u s t  T r e a s u r e r ’ s  N o t e
Peter Eschman and Dan Clark

As most of you know, Dan Clark is taking over as our 
new TAAS Treasurer.  Dan has already taken over duties 
including checking our P. O. Box and writing checks on 
behalf of the membership.  Dale Murray and Pete Eschman 
have been splitting Treasurer duties starting in June, with 
Dale handling correspondence and the check book, while 
Pete took care of database entries and reporting.

At some time prior to June, some of the supporting 
paperwork has been misplaced, so we are not 100% sure 
that all checks and other deposits have been properly 
credited to TAAS members for their membership, magazine 
subscriptions and screen saver orders.  If you have reason to 
believe that your check has been cashed, and that you have 
not been properly credited, please contact treasurer@taas.
org, or contact Dan Clark at 771-4346.

Here is a summary of 48 lapsed memberships shown in our 
records from January through May. Please note that some 
of these are family memberships that were not renewed 
when the regular membership was renewed.

January (3): Noel T. Rogers, Stewart Sanberg, Jenny 
Dominguez

February (9): Carlos Badias, James A. Brockway, John 
Guarino, Allen Kline, Leo Kohlmannreason, Zoe Krasney, 
Eric Rowe, Mark Sirota, Pawel Trasenko

March (7): Larry Clevenger, Thomas Grzybowski, Monya 
Kmetz, Michael Lilly, Patricia and Celine Nalley, Jane 
Rosenberg

April (20): Ryan and Chris Baumgart, Dillon M. Byrne, 
Rosemary and Don Ditmore, Michael M. Fausnaugh, Kyle 
N. Jaffa, Ryan Luetkemeyer, Vincent Moore, Bruce Munro, 
Catherine N. Roop, Justen J. Sleeter, Conrad Sloop, Harold 
Smith, Neal and Wanda Solomon, Phoy R. St. John, Catarina 
T. Torres, Mary Conrad, Samual Wells 

May (9): Katherine J. Blankenburg, Frank Cherry, Susan 
Fate, P. Turtle-BearGuillermo, Paul Kandel, Destino Montez, 
David Peterson, Brian Priddy, David N.Siegel

Here are projections for memberships that have effective 
lapse dates in June and July:
June: (5): Chris Acklen, Marlene Brown, Dave and Donna 
Brown, Michael Pendley

July (12): Caroline Blankenship, Michael Flores, Dennis 
Mclaughlin, Judith Miller, Granvil Morgan, Elijah and 
Leslie O’Hanlon, Richard Schiek, David, April, Amy and 
Kyra Thomas



The Sidereal Times October 2005

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 12

C l a s s i f i e d  A d s
FOR SALE:  8 “ Coulter Truss (Dob Telescope)  
•(11/4 inch adapter) •JMI focuser  •Telrad Finder  
•And more.....
Asking $300
Contact: Brock Parker    213 Garcia NE    Albuquerque, 
NM 87102 or Larry Cash  307-1880     lcash16@comcast.
net for more pictures.

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS telescope. 
Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose from scopes with   
apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS members.  Offer is first 
come first served.  Late comers will be put on a waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor 

the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or other  problems 
arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

✭

✭

✭✭

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O

Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  
If your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested 
in the idea of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is 
investigating the interest in and options for a car-pool program 
to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or 
suggestions, please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other 
member of the GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-
1593 or friesend@comcast.net. The GNTO email address is 
GNTO@TAAS.org.

V o l u n t e e r  P o s i t i o n s  A v a i l a b l e  a t  T A A S
Now is the time to step up and be a larger part of your astronomical 
community.
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society has the following volunteer 
positions available.
If you’ve got some free time and enjoy editing, web-mastering, or 
putting a great party together and want to get more involved with 
TAAS, here’s your chance. 
A librarian to oversee books and media available for check-out to TAAS 
members and a UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator position are 
also open at this time.
TAAS currently has the following positions to fill. 
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Librarian
UNM Campus Observatory Coordinator
Solstice Banquet Coordinator
Please contact any of the board members if you are interested or have 
any questions about any of the positions.

F u l l  C o l o r  S i d e r e a l  T i m e s  N o w  A v a i l a b l e
Barry Spletzer

In a sweeping move to provide top quality communiques to our 
members while conserving our precious resources, TAAS is pleased 
to re-announce the availability of this newsletter the Sidereal Times 
in full color.  That’s right, catch the blush of the monthly speaker, 
the blue eyes and red hair of that cute 6-year-old at the School Star 
Party, the depth and vibrance of all the full-color illustrations.
The catch is that the full-color version is only available at our 
website: www.taas.org.  If you prefer to download and read 
your newsletter on your computer rather than receive a paper 
copy by mail, please notify the TAAS treasurer, Dan Clark, at 
treasurer@taas.org to have your name removed from the Sidereal 
Times mailing list.  This will provide you with the newsletter of 
your choice, save TAAS money, and earn you the undying (okay, 
maybe slowly dying) gratitude of our Sid Times printer – me.  
Now that many of our members are taking advantage of this 
offer, our mailing list is less than required to get a bulk-rate 
postage discount.  The newsletter is now mailed at first-class 
rates.  So, it is more important than ever for you to get your 
newsletter online.  Thanks for your consideration.
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 Becky Ramotowski
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        becky@taas.org

     SECRETARY

          Gordon Pegue
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  secretary@taas.org

     TREASURER

                Dan Clark
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  treasurer@taas.org

     DIRECTOR
  Education Coord

        Shannon Mann
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            shannon@taas.org
education_coord@taas.org

     DIRECTOR
Observatory Director
 
           Pete Eschman
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          gnto@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
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        david@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  Events Coordinator
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           larry@taas.org
events_coord@taas.org

      DIRECTOR
  
               Dee Friesen

              856-1593(H)

            dee@taas.org

      DIRECTOR

           Bob Hufnagel
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  Events Coordinator
   
 Shane Ramotowski
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         shane@taas.org
events_coord@taas.org

Public Relations Officer Karen Keese 261-0040(C) pr@taas.org
Events Coordinators Larry Cash/Shane Ramotowski 299-4686(H)/286-8334(H) events_coord@taas.org

TAAS Web Master Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor Dan Richey 286-7993(H) editor@taas.org

Newsletter Printer/Proofing Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator Barry Spletzer 294-4601(H) barry@taas.org
Telescope Curator Dale Murray 296-2479(H) telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist Pat Appel 292-0463(H) archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian Dawn Gray 856-2054(H) librarian@taas.org

ATM Coordinator Ray Collins 344-9686(H) atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator Michael Pendley  296-0549(H) atm@taas.org
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           
e-mail to membership@taas.org 
or calling (505) 254-TAAS(8227).  
Applications may also be downloaded 
from the Web site.  Annual dues to The 
Albuquerque  Astronomical Society are 
$30/year for a full membership and $15/
year for a teacher or student (grades K-
12).  Additional family members may 
join  for $5/each (teacher, student and 
family memberships are not eligible to 
vote on society matters).  New member 
information packets can be downloaded 
from the website or requested from the 
TAAS Membership Services Director at   
membership@taas.org  You may send 
your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written 
out to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society or give your check to the 
Treasurer  at the next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include 
any of the above magazine renewal 
mailers and subscription payments 
as part of your renewal check.  Make 
checks out to TAAS (we will combine 
and send one check to the publisher). 
Warning: publishers take several months 
to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT IC L E S/A DV E RT I SE M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical 
classified advertisements and business 
card size advertisements for businesses 
related to astronomy must be submitted 
by the deadline shown on the Society 
calendar (generally the Saturday near 
the new Moon)  Rates for commercial 
ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 
for business card size.  The newsletter 
editor reserves the right to include and/
or edit any article or advertisement.   E-
mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent 
at paragraph beginning, one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@taas.org  for 
more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a nonprofit 
organization bulk mail rate.  As a result, 
the newsletter will NOT be forwarded 
to your new address should you 
move!!  Please provide the Treasurer 
(treasurer@taas.org) with your new 
mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 856-
2054 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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