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I N S I D E

by Karen Keese

Folks, file this one under Beginner’s 
Luck. After only a dozen or so nights 
of a newly launched supernova hunt, 
Carl Frisch captured one of the stealthy 
stellar explosions from our backyard in 
Los Lunas.

The project began just a short time ago 
when longtime TAAS member and our 
good friend John Sefick proposed to 
Carl that he conduct a robotic supernova 
hunt from home. Carl and John had 
worked together on a previous robotic 
hunt when both were living and doing 
astronomy out at Chaco Canyon, but 
had not succeeded in finding one of the 
elusive exploding stars. In addition, John 
has recently tried his luck with a manual 
hunt from the balcony of his place in 
Albuquerque, to no avail.

So when John offered to supply the 
equipment, if Carl would conduct the 
hunt, a deal was struck. John went 
onto Astromart, found a good buy on a 
telescope, and headed to Chicago to pick 
it up. Meanwhile, seemingly overnight, a 
geodesic dome covered in heavy black 
plastic with an opening at the top sprung 
up in our backyard like a toadstool after 
a soaking rain. The neighbors are no 
doubt still having whispered debates 
over whether it is a missile silo or a meth 
lab.

John returned from the road with a 12-
inch Meade LX200 in pristine condition 
and with above-average optics, as it 
turned out that the scope had originally 
been sent to Sky & Telescope for a 

product review. He found another 
good deal on Astromart, snagging an 
ST-9E CCD camera. The equipment was 
ensconced in the toadstool, and Carl 
began programming a routine using 
scripting software. The routine would 
automatically send the scope to 50 
different galaxies to take one-minute 
images of each. John had suggested 
looking in the region of the constellation 
Ursa Major, so Carl settled on the Big 
Bear and a couple of other constellations 
in the vicinity of the north celestial pole 
and, like a gambler placing bets at a 
roulette table, picked 50 galaxies that 
felt like winners.

Carl initially took baseline images of each 
of the galaxies, as the plan was for him 
to manually compare each night’s new 
set of images to the baselines and look 
for any stars-that-shouldn’t-be-there. 
He then began an evening routine that 
would quickly become familiar. “Time to 
make the donuts,” he would announce 
as he shuffled off to the toadstool and 
his ‘control room’ in our guest house to 
launch the robotic routine. Barring an 
equipment glitch, the routine would 
typically run its course in about an 
hour while Carl puttered about doing 
other things. Then he would work into 
the wee hours processing the images 
and comparing them to his baselines, 
peering at the black-and-white images 
until he grew bleary-eyed from fatigue. 
In the end, that fatigue would work 
against him.

Late on the night of April 11, I was 
awakened from a very deep sleep by an 
intruder beating on my non-responsive 

continued on page 4

2....President’s Message
2.....Messier 2006 SIG
3....GNTO News & Views

4....General Meeting News
5....TAAS Reports and Notices
6....Calendars
6....Educational Outreach

  8...BOD Meeting Minutes
12...Classified Ads / Notices
13...TAAS Directors & Staff

Supernova Explodes over Los Lunas

April 6

April 8

April 9

April 11

photos: Carl Frisch



The Sidereal Times May 2006

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 2

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Judy Stanley

 Dear TAAS Membership!

I have returned from my trip to Australia and it was magical! Simply magical! Those of you who have seen the sky 
from the southern hemisphere may agree. Eta Carinae, The Large Magellanic Cloud, The Tarantula Nebula, 47 Tucanae, 
were some of my very favorite objects. Well worth the trip to the other side of the planet to take a look. In fact, I 
would like to share my experiences and connections with all of you at our May meeting. The title of my talk is “Making 
the Connection Down-Under.”  I want to share my connections and information with you so that you too have the 
opportunity to view Eta Carinae in an 18” Obsession! Don’t miss the May 13th TAAS Meeting.

Other astronomy opportunities right here in our own backyard include:

1.)  Volunteering to help out with New Mexico State Parks Program, “Reach for the Stars.” Contact Angie Richman at 
505-264-1389 or <angie4stars@hotmail.com> for details.

2.)  The folks at the New Mexico Tech Astronomy Club are still looking for volunteers to be a dark sky site host or 
present breakout sessions at the Enchanted Skies Star Party. Please contact Dave Finley at <dfinley@nrao.edu> for 
more information.

3.)  I am the “owner” of the Chaco Star Party happening May 27th. Please contact me if you plan to attend this event 
with or without a scope as I will need to turn in a head count to the Park. Chaco is beautiful especially this time of year. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to experience some of the darkest skies around this neck of the woods! Contact <jstanley@
unm.edu>.

4.)  Anyone interested in visiting the VLA? Please contact me <jstanley@unm.edu>. We can arrange a day or overnight 
trip. I know a great dark sky campground complete with all the amenities!

   I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at our May Meeting.................Your humble president

The tradition continues 
in 2006. The TAAS Messier 
SIG (Special Interest Group) is 
continuing to observe all 110 of the 
Messier Objects during the 2006 
calendar year. We invite everyone 
who is interested to join us as 
together we learn the night sky. As 
we observe the Messier Objects, we 
also learn the constellations, many 
prominent stars, and of course each 
other.

As the summer days begin, 
we will meet on weekends at both 
the Oak Flat Picnic Grounds and 
GNTO to obtain the best viewing 
conditions. We plan to make more 
use of the GNTO facilities to include 

the 16-inch Dob loaner scope and the 
Isengard telescope.

It is not necessary to own a 
telescope to participate in the SIG. 

There will always be present at 
least one TAAS loaner telescope 
for the use of the SIG participants. 
We also plan to make more use 
of binoculars in our observing. In 
addition, there will also be friendly 
and experienced TAAS observers 
present to assist us with our 
observing. It will be fun.

Please check the Messier 
2006 SIG Web site for the latest 
information: www.Messier2006.org.

So make 2006 the year 
that you observe all 110 Messier 
Objects, learn the night sky, and 
have a lot of fun. If you have any 
questions or suggestions call or e-
mail Dee Friesen at 856-1593 or 
friesend@comcast.net.

M - 53

M e s s i e r  2 0 0 6  S I G Dee Friesen



The Sidereal Times May 2006

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 3

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Our multifaceted event on March 25 featured a GNTO 
open house, our spring equinox picnic, “Introduction 
to GNTO and the Isengard” training, and some “Eye 
Candy” night sky tours.  This was a fabulous event 
with a great turnout of some forty people.  Highlights 
included lots of new comers and good food.  Dee Friesen 
conducted the training session, featuring much hands-
on practice with the Isengard telescope.  Over fourteen 
people attended this enthusiastic training session.

Clouds in the early evening prevented Karen Keese 
from conducting the “Eye Candy” tour of the night sky 
and tracking problems on the Isengard prevented Larry 
Cash from running the more detailed “Eye Candy” 
object session.  The tracking problems were caused by 
the gear ratios and other settings being deleted from the 
Astrometric controller, possibly by a static discharge.  
We have updated the documentation to make it easier to 
detect and repair such problems in the future.

Thanks to everyone for their help in making this event 
such a success, and once again especially to Bob Hufnagel 
for dragging Twining Lane with the newly rebuilt road 
dragger.  

One week later was our Messier Marathon on April 1.  
Our turnout was a bit small, largely because too many 
folks moped in town in the mistaken notion that the 
weather was not going to be good.  This time the townies 
lost out, because the clouds cleared just at dusk, and we 
had great weather for the event with fifteen people and 
twelve telescopes in operation.

I have received Messier Marathon reports from a number 
of those that attended.  I have ordered the reports by 
the extent to which folks used assistance to find the 
various Messier objects.  I have divided the reports into 
the following sections: Charts and telrad/finder scopes, 
Charts and manual setting circles, Charts and Digital 
Setting Circles, and GoTo Telescopes.

Charts and telrad/finder scopes:
John Laning used his 17.5” dob and telrad to view 103 
objects, John used his computer for an onscreen chart to 

find where M31 group was in the morning for a total of 
106 objects.  John reports that he missed M74 and M77 
(below horizon), and M33 (behind Larry’s truck), and 
couldn’t find M30 in the morning.

Alan Scott reported that he saw 73 objects with his new 
16” home-brew dob telescope, which uses a Meade 16” f4.5 
primary mirror and Alan’s ultra-light design.  Counting 
time spend observing on February 21 with his ultra-light 
12” dob he saw a total of 100 objects.

Eric Edwards said he ran a half-marathon before running 
out of gas.  Eric used a 60mm Fluorite Takahashi refractor, 
and was amazed that he nabbed an even 50 out of 55 
objects he attempted with the little scope.  The five that 
proved too difficult were M97, M109, M40, M102, and 
M76. Eric said he managed to get half-way through the 
Coma/Virgo cluster, but the density of the cluster with the 
60mm at 2am was what knocked him out of the race.  Eric 
said it was his first marathon, and definitely one of the 
best times he ever had under the stars.  Eric added that he 
wanted to thank to Barry Spletzer for making mounting 
adapters for him on such short notice for the event.

Steve Welch said he had fun, never having done a 
marathon before.  He said he probably should have gotten 
together with Barry Spletzer at the beginning and been 
more organized about it, but it was fun his ad hoc way, 
too.  Steve did the bulk of his observing using a $10 pair 
of Vivitar binoculars insisting that the visual quality 
was really crappy.  Not keeping very careful track, he 
reported over 30 open clusters, at least 10 or 15 globs, and 
six or seven nebulae of various types.  Steve called it quits 
before Andromeda came up in the morning twilight, so 
he got two galaxies--maybe three.  He admits that the 
last galaxy might have been thanks to using averted 
imagination.  Steve went on to say that someone handed 
him a $40 pair of Meade 7x50’s to compare to his Vivitars, 
and that the Meade binoculars showed a magnitude 
fainter stars.

Steve also had the 16” Isengard up and running, and got 
the 16” GNTO loaner dob going as well.  Steve and others 
enjoyed using both scopes to compare views between 

continued on page 10
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G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
Becky Ramotowski

the supernova’s first appearance on April 8 and subsequent 
brightening on April 9. On his April 11 image, it was magnitude 
15.
 I called John the next morning and asked him if he 
was sitting down. He was, so I broke the news. After a stunned 
silence, we discussed what to do next. John said he would 
get on the internet and find out how to report the discovery. 
Unfortunately, after visiting the supernova reporting site (www.
supernovae.net/supernova.html), he broke the disappointing 
news that someone had already reported the discovery.
 Supernova 2006bp was discovered on April 9 by Koichi 
Itagaki of Japan. He is one of the folks shown in the photo of 
the clamshell dome, although we don’t know which because 
his website is entirely in Japanese. Clearly, his observatory 
setup outstrips Carl’s and John’s by an astronomical mile! The 
first person to report a supernova gets the credit for the find, 
but we console ourselves with the knowledge that Carl has the 
earliest image of the supernova that we know of to date.
 If you’d like to look at galaxy NGC3953, home of what 
we like to call the “Los Lunas Supernova”, you will find it at 
RA 11h 54m and DEC +52 degrees 17m, about 1.2 degrees 
southeast of spiral galaxy M109.
 Congratulations Carl and John!

Itagaki Discovery Photo

Supernova, continued from page 1

Itagaki Observatory

back. As I slowly swam towards consciousness, I realized it was 
no intruder but rather Carl, who was yelling “I got one! I got 
one!” Contemplating various forms of punishing retribution, 
I nonetheless struggled to understand the reason for the 
rude awakening. Finally, I grasped that he had discovered a 
supernova while reviewing that night’s image set.
 While poring over side by side images of NGC3953, a 
barred spiral in Ursa Major, he had noticed a star-that-shouldn’t-
be-there. Going back through the previous three images, 
from April 9, April 8, and April 6, he realized he had missed 

TAAS President Judy Stanley will be talking about her 
adventures during her recent trip to Australia and the amazing 
sky she observed while attending the South Pacific Star Party. 
Each year since 1993, the Astronomical Society of New South 
Wales has hosted the now famous South Pacific Star Party 
(SPSP), at its 107 acre (43 hectare) country property at Wiruna 
near Ilford, NSW, between Lithgow and Mudgee about 3 
hours west of Sydney, in the Blue Mountains. The Star Party 
provides amateurs with the chance to meet other amateur 
and professional astronomers, and observe under dark skies 
with superb seeing conditions, through all types and sizes of 
telescopes.
“Making the Connection Down-Under”
Have you ever dreamed of seeing the LCM? Getting lost in the 
enormous glowing cloud of Eta Carinae? Seeing for yourself 
the largest and brightest globular star cluster the Milky Way has 
to offer? Well your dreams can come true! You too can make 
the connection down-under.
Judy’s talk will include amazing images and handouts with 
contact information including armature astronomers with 
scopes, observing sites complete with accommodations and 
scopes, plus things to see and do that relate to astronomy. Other 
TAAS Members who have visited Australia on Astronomy 
Vacations will add their “two cents” at the end of Judy’s talk. 
An informative Q&A session will wrap up the program The 
TAAS meeting is free and open to the public The meeting starts 
at 7:00PM in Regener Hall on the UNM Main Campus.  A 
social hour follows the meeting. Please join us!
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To 
convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information. Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the June 
2006 issue of the Sidereal Times will be Friday, 
May 26.  The e-mail address for the newsletter 
editor is editor@taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( M a r c h  2 0 0 6 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 229 224 5
Family 86 81 5
Educational 9 9 0
Total Paid 324 314 10
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 33 33 0
Total Members 364 354 10  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S
General: Ryan Luetkemeyer
Education: Zuni Elementary, Kit Carson 
Elementary, Judy Stanley
GNTO: Linda Hixon, Steve Welch
Dark Sky: John Chase, Joseph Kehr, Linda 
Hixon, Steve Welch

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  TA A S  M e m b e r s

Dianne Cannon,
Dominic, Joseph, Judy, and Steve 

Casalnuovo
John Chase, Theresa Costello,
Kathy Jones, Rick Lastrapes,

 Tanya and Tom Lowry

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of new member and 
renewal policy.
Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will 
be dated on the first of next month 
no matter when during the month 
they arrive. This will help with the 
database reports and queries.
There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

D a r k  S k y  ( S I G )
David Penasa

. “New Mexico’s Night Sky - A Most 
Endangered Asset” will be the topic at 
the New Mexico Heritage Preservation 
Alliance 2006 conference Thursday, 
May 25, at 9:10 a.m. in Gallup. The  
Participants will learn what light 
pollution is and how to avoid it. A 
conference session on “Enhancing 
New Mexico’s Communities through 
Quality Outdoor Lighting” will be held 
at 1:45 p.m. This session, facilitated 
by Lazlo Lazowska, will address the 
current status of lighting ordinances, 
explain challenges communities face 
in passing ordinances, and the issue of 
code enforcement. On Friday, May 26, 
Steve Cary, New Mexico State Parks, 
will present “Reach for the Stars,” a 
session summarizing recent night sky 
protection efforts in state parks and 
training community volunteers and 
staff to be better night sky interpreters. 
For information on the conference 
and registration information, visit 
www.nmheritage.org.
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M a y  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

W i l s o n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l 
S t a r  P a r t y ,  T u e s d a y  A p r i l 
4 t h
John Laning was waiting in the 
school parking lot when I showed 
up. Unfortunately, the clouds had 
also arrived early. As a result, the 
crowds were down - but we took the 
party INSIDE! Sarah Wood (a new 
and welcome star party docent), John 
Laning, Ray Collins, Shannon Mann, 
and Joan and Horton Newsom provided 
students with an indoor deep-sky 
objects slide show (John Laning’s own 
shots), analysis of starlight, comet 
making, and lots of good question 

and answer time. In all, probably 100 
students, parents, and a few friends made 
it to this successful event.

M o n t e s s o r i  o f  t h e  R i o 
G r a n d e  S c h o o l  S t a r  P a r t y , 
T u e s d a y  M a y  2 n d
1650 Galbadon Drive NW, Albuquerque

Come out to help with this school’s first 
ever astro event. The event will be run 
from 7 – 9pm, so please plan on arriving 
as close to 6:30 as possible for setup and 
pizza provided by the local Cub Scouts. 
On my initial visit, I got a really neat 
feeling about this school, so let’s make 

this LAST party of the academic school 
year shine. Please contact me for further 
information - mann_shannon@comcast.
net.

Map Regional View:

http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en
&q=1650+Galbadon+Drive+NW+Albuq
uerque&ll=35.111799,-106.68364&spn=
0.015903,0.042057&t=h&om=1

Closer View:

http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q
=1650+Galbadon+Drive+NW+Albuquerque
&ll=35.111378,-106.68364&spn=0.003976,0.
010514&t=h&om=1

28 29 30 31

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h
   Shannon Mann 
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium 
Observing Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline 
@254-8227, or the UNM hotline 
@ 277-1446  to confirm, or unm_
coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

J u n e  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

AT M  W o r k s h o p
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org
The Amateur Telescope Making 
Workshop meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Valley 
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the 
north side of Candelaria, just west of 
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7 
P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

TAAS 
General Meeting
Saturday, May 13, 2006

7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Judy Stanley

Making the Connection
Down-Under

1 2 3

4 5 6
ACS Star 
Party

7 8 9 10
TAAS General 
Meeting

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Oak Flat

18 19 20 21 22 23
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

24
GNTO

25 26 27 28 29 30
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
Gordon  Pegue

April 6th 2006
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building 

Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present:  Judy Stanley (President), Becky 
Ramotowski (Vice President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), 
Gordon Pegue (Secretary), Larry Cash, Ray Collins, 
Pete Eschman, Dick Fate , Tom Graham, Shannon 
Mann, Shane Ramotowski, Sy Santos and Steve 
Welch.  Bill Firth, Ed Kist, Neil Goldberg, John Sefick, 
Angela Richman and Chad Moore were in attendance 
as special guests.

Directors absent:  Dee Friesen.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm.

1st Special Presentation
Bill Firth and Ed Kist with assistance from Tom made a 
presentation to the Board on behalf of the Membership 
Committee.  Included in the presentation were strategies 
to improve the membership “experience”. At the core of 
the strategies were 3 ideas: 1) Improve the quality of the 
Membership Packet; 2) Add additional features to the 
website that cater to the needs of new members and 3) 
institute new procedures at the General Meetings.  After 
a lively discussion, the consensus of the Board was 
for the Committee to proceed with preparing a detailed 
plan covering the means and methodologies needed to 
implement the outlined strategies and submit the plan to 
the Board for final review.

2nd Special Presentation
Neil Goldberg, John Sefick, Angela Richman and Chad 
Moore made a presentation to the Board concerning 
the Chaco Culture National Historic Park road paving 
project.  Neil outlined the groups request that TAAS 
submit a letter to the San Juan County Public Works 
Department requesting that 1) NMDOT consider TAAS to 
be a “Stakeholder” for the NEPA compliance process and 
2) that TAAS be granted “Consulting party status” under 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  

Following a discussion in which John and Chad noted 
that TAAS should have a vested interest in supporting 
the National Park Service and their Dark Sky efforts, 
Judy agreed to speak with our corporate attorney, Allison 
Schuler and get feedback from her on the definitions of 
“Stakeholder” and “Consulting party status” as it relates 
to this issue.  Sy then motioned that the Board, on behalf 
of the Society as a whole, support and submit the letter 
to the San Juan County Public Works Department, upon 
suitable confirmation from Allison.  Ray seconded and 
after a very brief final discussion, the motion carried with 
11 for, 1 against and 2 abstentions.

Corrections to the March Minutes
None to report.

Correspondence
None to report.

Treasurers Report
Account balances (as of the end of February):

General Fund:   $  4,894.18
GNTO Fund:   $  6,546.70
Education Fund:  $  4,085.48
Dark Sky Fund:  $     675.21
Special Projects Fund: $  3,310.18
Science Fair Fund:  $         0.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $19,511.75

Total membership count (all categories): 364

Event Retrospect
a.  The Saturday, March 11th General Meeting at Regener 

Hall featured an excellent round-robin presentation 
on the “State of TAAS” by various TAAS members, 
focusing on activities and membership involvement 
possibilities.  One observation made following the 
report was “Why didn’t we video tape this and add 
it to our membership resources?”

b.  The Saturday, March 25th GNTO observing session 
featured an open house, an Equinox picnic enjoyed 
by the 35 to 40 folks who attended, an outstanding 
training session led by Dee and rather crummy 
weather for the abbreviated observing activities.

c.  The Saturday, April 1st GNTO observing session 
featured our annual Messier Marathon in which 12 
scopes and 15 participants chased Messier objects 
through the night.
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d.  The school star party held on Tuesday, April 4th 
at Wilson Middle School was plagued with poor 
weather and great indoor activities for the 100 kids 
and parents who participated.

Calendar & Event Prospect
a.  Gordon noted that the schedule conflict involving the 

Fall Equinox Picnic being scheduled for Saturday, 
September 23rd – which is the final Saturday for the 
Okie-Tex Star Party – has been resolved by moving 
the Picnic date to Saturday, September 30th.  Pete 
noted that this schedule change was OK, pending 
confirmation from Dale Murray who is in charge of 
GNTO events scheduling.

b.  Other scheduled events include:
1.  The Saturday, April 8th General Meeting at 

Regener Hall will feature a presentation on 
Near Earth Asteroid Search programs by 
noted Lowell Observatory astronomer Brian 
Skiff.

2.  The Saturday, April 22nd GNTO observing 
session will feature observing with the Rhode 
Island astronomy group.

3.  The Saturday, April 29th GNTO observing 
session will be a “new moon” event.

4.  The final school star party for this term 
is scheduled for Tuesday, May 2nd at the 
Montessori of the Rio Grande.

5.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the GNTO 
Committee will take place on Thursday, May 
4th.

6.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS 
Board of Directors will take place on Thursday, 
May 11th at the Physics and Astronomy 
Building on the campus of UNM.

7.  The Saturday, May 13th General Meeting at 
Regener Hall will feature a presentation by 
our own Judy Stanley on her recent trip to 
Australia and her experiences at the South 
Pacific Star Party.

8.  Our first Oak Flat Public Star Party of the 
season is scheduled for Saturday, May 20th.  
Ed Schneider is the coordinating contact for 
this event.

9.  A TAAS Observing Event at Chaco Canyon is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 27th.  New Moon 
observing opportunities at GNTO are also 
available.

10.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the GNTO 
Committee will take place on Thursday, June 
1st.

11.  A GNTO “Spring Cleanup” activity session is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 3rd.

12.  A special private TAAS star party for the 
American Cancer Society at the Manzano 
Mountain Retreat Center is scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 6th.

13.  The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS 
Board of Directors will take place on Thursday, 
June 8th at the Physics and Astronomy Building 
on the campus of UNM.

14.  The Saturday, June 10th General Meeting at 
Regener Hall will feature a presentation by an 
as yet undetermined speaker.

15.  Our second Oak Flat Public Star Party of 
the season is scheduled for Saturday, June 
17th.  A coordinating contact for this event is 
needed.

16.  The Saturday, June 24th GNTO observing 
session will be a “new moon” event.

17.  The “blue moon” meeting of the GNTO 
Committee will take place on Thursday, June 
29th.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurers Report 

provided by Dan: 229 full, 86 family, 9 educator, 
7 honorary and 33 complementary members 
comprise the total membership of TAAS.

Tom noted that the special presentation 
earlier by Bill and Ed comprised the Membership 
Committee report.

b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete 
Eschman elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.

c.  Education:  See the Education Outreach report 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter for details 
on outreach activities.

1.  Shannon noted that work on the “Star Team” 
policy and protocol is continuing.

d.  Grants and Other Income:  No report.
e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):

1.  Messier 2005:  No report.
2.  ATM:  Scheduled meeting dates are the 

usual 1st and 3rd Wednesday evening of each 
month. continued on page 10



The Sidereal Times May 2006

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 10

TAAS Board Minutes, continued

3.  Dark Sky:  No report.

Old Business
a.  Larry requested that due to the advancing time, that 

action on George Pellegrino’s new award resolution 
request and the Awards Committee action item be 
tabled until the next Board meeting.  The Board 
accepted the request.

b.  Dan reported that our new Newsletter Editor Gary 
Cooper has received the new TAAS owned “Editors 
PC” and that installation of the required software 
was successful.  Judy mentioned that she would 
contact Gary and confirm that all of his needs have 
been met and that production of the newsletter will 
take place in a timely fashion.

c.  Dick reported on behalf of Dee that planning for 
the TAAS Astronomy Day activities, scheduled for 
Saturday, May 6th, has been terminated based the 
upper management decisions by the owners of 
Cottonwood Mall and Coronado Mall to not support 
the event.  Dick handed out a copy of a letter that 
Dee prepared for the Board in which Dee suggests 
that 1) TAAS host a special meeting of all interested 
personnel and participants to “brainstorm” the 
subject of Astronomy Day and identify new ideas 
for the event and 2) TAAS commit to hosting an 
Astronomy Day event sometime during the last 
quarter of 2006.  Action on these suggestions met 
with favor, however in light of Dee’s absence, further 
action was tabled until the next Board meeting.

d.  Judy noted that action on the Enchanted Skies Star 
Party TAAS support request made by Dave Finley 
and John Spargo at last months Board meeting 
comprises making announcements at General 
Meetings and providing space in the newsletter 
and web page for event advertisements.  She noted 
that interested members may contact Dave or John 
directly if they wish to volunteer and that she has 
their contact information.

New Business
a.  Larry reported on a possible upcoming public star 

party that the Open Space folks would like to have.  
Details on the event are still a bit sketchy with 
suggested dates of July 28th or August 4th.  More to 

follow on this possible event.
b.  Shannon noted that he is coordinating efforts to have 

an “unofficial” star party during the Sandia Pueblo 
Earth Day celebrations coming up on Saturday, 
April 22nd.

c.  Pete brought to the attention of the Board a situation 
in which non-TAAS events were being publicized on 
the TAAS List Serve that conflicted with scheduled 
TAAS events.  As the TAAS List Serve manager, he 
requested guidance in how future situations of this 
kind should be dealt with.  After a discussion on the 
possible courses of action, the consensus of the 
Board was 1) that non-TAAS event advertisements 
that conflict with scheduled TAAS events should 
include suitable text in the advertisement that 
mentions both events and that the non-TAAS 
event is an alternative event and 2) that the text of 
the TAAS List Serve rules document be modified 
accordingly.

Meeting adjourned at 9:23pm.

their own equipment and the GNTO scopes.  He also saw 
a lot more stuff, including many of the Messier galaxies 
through the Isengard and other people’s scopes, but didn’t 
count them for his personal marathon.

I used my 20” dob to log 87 objects.  I did use my 
ArgoNavis digital setting circles to confirm correct 
identification of handful of objects that I had found by 
way of telrad charts.  My downfall was the extended 
period of time it took me to work through the Virgo 
Cluster using telrad charts, which set me behind schedule 
for early morning objects.  I had done previous marathons 
with digital setting circles, getting nearly all objects, but 
this time I had fun just using charts.  The telrad charts 
forced me to pay more attention to constellations and the 
relationship between various objects.

Charts and manual setting circles:
Barry Spletzer used his 17.5” dob and got 75 objects using 
his scope protractor system.  Barry packed up around 
1:30, or he probably would have got quite a few more 
objects.  Barry was kind enough to serve as a mentor for 
any who needed help finding objects.  Barry also had a 
great packet of information for those who wanted some 
help locating objects, and a marathon check list that most 

GNTO News and Views, continued

continued on next page
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of us used to keep track of our progress.  Thanks Barry 
for all your help on this and previous marathons!

Earlier the day of the marathon, Mickey Bock got a set of 
Barry Spletzer’s protractors working on his 8” dob and 
with them he logged around 60 objects.  Mickey paired 
up with Barry and gamely got through the Virgo Cluster, 
finally calling it quits after midnight.

Charts and Digital Setting Circles:
Larry Cash got 107 objects using his 18” dob.  Larry used 
his NGC-MAX digital setting circles for 20 objects and the 
remaining 87 objects were done using charts and telrad.  
Larry used his binoviewers to observe a large number of 
the objects he saw that night.

Gordon Pegue reported that he also logged 107 objects 
using his 20” dob.  He used charts and telrad for about 60 
percent of the objects and his ArgoNavis digital setting 
circles for the remaining 40 percent.  Gordon said the 
early evening weather conditions prevented him from 
getting all 110 objects.

GoTo Telescopes:
Tom Davies used GoTo 5” Maksutov and according to 
his checklist he nabbed at least 21 objects.  Tom wasn’t 
keeping close record, but just enjoyed hanging out with 
everyone.  Tom saw a number of additional objects at 
other scopes, including the GNTO 16” loaner dob that 
Steve Welch had set up on the observing field.

All in all, we had a great time at this year’s marathon.  
Barry Spletzer is putting together full and half marathons 
of various objects that we will be able to use for our 
August 26 GNTO event.  Barry has compiled a list of 
objects from the Messier and TAAS 200 lists.  He has 
imposed a condition that all objects are at least 10 degrees 
above horizon sometime after astronomical twilight.  All 
in all, there are about 85 Messiers and 154 from the TAAS 
200 that meet this criterion for about 240 objects.  The 
total time of darkness is about eight hours for an average 
time per object of two minutes throughout the night, 
giving a real challenge for even seasoned astronomers.  

Barry wants to have the marathon structured for both 
the hard-core astronomers who stay all night, and those 
that want an enjoyable evening at GNTO and pack it in 
around midnight.  To appeal to both groups, Barry plans 
for a split Messier Marathon with a pair of events, one 
in the spring and one in the fall, so that you can easily 
see all 110 Messiers with the same 10-degrees-high-after-
twilight criterion and be done by midnight.  A byproduct 
of this approach is that it can be done the weekend before 
the new Moon and not interfere with any new Moon 
weekend events.  Stay tuned for more details on this very 
interesting set of new observing plans.

Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Eric Edwards, Pete Eschman, 
Gordon Pegue, Alan Scott, Bill Wallace and Steve Welch 
attended the March 30 GNTO committee meeting.  Bill 
has implemented a problem reporting system for GNTO 
buildings and grounds using a clipboard located in 
the Ortega Building.  Steve and Pete reported that the 
upgraded LED lights in the upper level of the observatory 
seem to be working well and that everyone is very 
impressed with the wonderful rebuild that Jim Lawrence 
did with the 16” GNTO loaner scope.  Jim’s efforts have 
resulted in a much lighter scope with smooth motion in 
both Alt and Az, and built-in wheels for easy transport.  
In the weeks to come, Gordon and Dale will put the 
encoders and NGC-MAX back on this scope.

Dan Clark, Steve and Pete conducted a T-Mobile internet 
connectivity test at GNTO and the surrounding area on 
April 9.  We used Dan’s laptop and PC-Card to evaluate 
signal levels, and found that we had a fairly good signal 
at GNTO, although the data transfer rates were on the low 
side.  We will continue to evaluate this and other Internet 
connectivity options for GNTO in the near future.

A spring GNTO work session is scheduled starting at 
10:00 A.M. on June 3.  We need volunteers for weeding, 
spreading gravel, painting, and other spring clean up 
tasks.  The session runs through the daylight hours, so 
please pitch in and help at GNTO.

Our second GNTO event for April is a “New Moon” 
observing opportunity on April 29.  This date coincides 
with the Texas Star Party so GNTO will be a great option 
for those not making the long trip to Fort Davis, TX.  May 
marks the beginning of our summer GNTO schedule 
when observing opportunities are split between GNTO 
and Oak Flat.  May’s only GNTO event is “New Moon” 
opportunity on May 27, which is also scheduled for 
observing at Chaco Canyon.

You really should plan a trip to GNTO soon.  The 
comfortable Ortega Building is available for socializing 
and our Guest Trailer is available for coffee, hot chocolate 
and any snacks you might want to share.  With all the 
great equipment and facilities at GNTO, what are you 
waiting for?  

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members and this is a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory.  We need your help.  
Our next scheduled meetings are May 4 and June 1.  
We meet at 6:30 P.M. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just 
north of I-40.  If you have questions about access and 
availability of GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, 
gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.
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C l a s s i f i e d  A d s

Free Telescope Offer

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 
Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow 

a TAAS telescope. 
Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org 

or 296-2479 and                  
receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can 

choose from scopes with   
apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current 
TAAS members.  Offer is first 

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a 
waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor 

the telescope curators will be held liable for any 
lost sleep or other  problems 

arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

•

•

•
•

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O
Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  
If your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested 
in the idea of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is 
investigating the interest in and options for a car-pool program 
to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or 
suggestions, please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other 
member of the GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-
1593 or friesend@comcast.net. The GNTO email address is 
GNTO@TAAS.org.

F u l l  C o l o r  S i d e r e a l  T i m e s  N o w  A v a i l a b l e
Barry Spletzer

In a sweeping move to provide top quality communiques to our 
members while conserving our precious resources, TAAS is pleased to 
re-announce the availability of this newsletter the Sidereal Times in 
full color.  That’s right, catch the blush of the monthly speaker, the blue 
eyes and red hair of that cute 6-year-old at the School Star Party, the 
depth and vibrance of all the full-color illustrations.
The catch is that the full-color version is only available at our website: 
www.taas.org.  If you prefer to download and read your newsletter on 
your computer rather than receive a paper copy by mail, please notify 
the TAAS treasurer, Dan Clark, at treasurer@taas.org to have your name 
removed from the Sidereal Times mailing list.  This will provide you 
with the newsletter of your choice, save TAAS money, and earn you the 
undying (okay, maybe slowly dying) gratitude of our Sid Times printer 
– me.  
Now that many of our members are taking advantage of this offer, our 
mailing list is less than required to get a bulk-rate postage discount.  The 
newsletter is now mailed at first-class rates.  So, it is more important 
than ever for you to get your newsletter online.  Thanks for your 
consideration.
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2 0 0 6  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

 Public Relations Officer   Karen Keese   261-0040(C)  pr@taas.org
TAAS Web Master    Alan Scott    864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor    Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
Newsletter Printer/Proofing   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator    Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
Telescope Curator    Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist    Pat Appel    292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Ray Collins    344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
UNM Observatory Coordinator   Steven “Doc” Kemp   892-7934(H)  unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator    David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
Membership Coordinator   Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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