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t h e  V i r g o  C l u s t e r 

Virgo Cluster of Galaxies , drawing by Messier

 J u d y  S t a n l e y

The plan was to wait until 
most of the general public had 
wandered off, move the scopes 
together forming some sort of semi-
circle around Barry Spletzer’s trunk, 
and then leap into the Virgo Cluster 
head first or shall I say eyepiece first! 
The plan worked flawlessly. Whatever 
am I talking about? The “crazed” 
Messier SIG gathering at Oak Flat of 
course.

If you haven’t bookmarked 
www.messier2006.org there’s still time! 
Dee Friesen, Barry Spletzer, Dale 

Murray, and the rest have organized 
a special interest group (SIG) whose 
goal is to observe all 110 Messier 
objects in fun, informative, and 
innovative ways. That’s just what we 
did at the last meeting of the Messier 
SIG at Oak Flat.

The goal was to observe all 
Messier Objects in the Virgo Cluster. 
Well, the Virgo Cluster Messier Objects 
pose a special challenge as there are 
hundreds of galaxies bright enough 
to be seen with a modest scope and 
only 16 of them are Messier Galaxies. 
However can one distinguish the 
Messier Galaxies from all the others?  
With the help of Barry Spletzer’s Virgo 
Cluster Primer of course. Here’s what 
we did. 

As the general public drifted 
off along with the clouds, several 
TAAS hopefuls moved their scopes 
near the trunk of Barry’s car. Setting 
up hurriedly in the dark, our scope 
circle looked more like an overgrown 
telescope farm just before harvest. 
Barry set up a huge computer 
monitor in the trunk of his car which 
became coordinate headquarters. We 
would get our celestial bearings from 
the computer, head up the ladder 
to Barry’s scope for visual bearings, 
then race to our own scopes as Barry 
replaced his eyepiece with a flashlight 
sending a beam of light directly to 
the target in the sky. This went on for 
the better part of two hours. I had a 

blast and bagged all 16 galaxies! 
The goal accomplished, and 

with tired eyeballs, I sat back in my 
“lazy boy” lawn chair to enjoy simply 
looking up. With the rest of the crowd 
on their way home and the excitement 
waning, I decided to catch a nap in 
my car thinking the sunrise would 
wake me up and I could head home 
in the early morning light. Snuggling 
under blankets in the back seat I took 
one last look at the beautiful clear sky 
through the back window of the car 
and fell dead asleep. The next thing 
I know light seemed to be streaming 
in the windows waking me up. I 
jumped out of the car, assuming it 
was morning, loaded the rest of my 
equipment and headed off down the 
road rested and ready for the long 
drive home to Rio Rancho. It wasn’t 
until I got half way to hwy 337 that 
I realized it wasn’t morning at all. 
The light was the last quarter moon 
shining brightly. I had been asleep for 
less than an hour! I began hysterically 
laughing at myself. The thought 
crossed my mind that if I am stopped 
at a sobriety check point there could 
be trouble. Although I had had NO 
alcohol, I was certainly over the limit 
with photons from galaxies far, far 
away! 

Join the fun as the madness 
continues. Barry promises to lead us 
through Sagittarius next! Stay tuned 
to www.messier2006.org for details.
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Judy Stanley

Great news, Astronomy Fans! As we speak, plans are being made for an amateur astronomers trip to Australia for the Astronomy 
Society of New South Wales’ annual star party in 2007. At this time all details are still being worked out, which means information 
will be forthcoming. Check the July President’s Message for an update. In the meantime check out the following sites for a flavor 
of Coonabarabran, the Astronomy Capital of Australia:
www.coonabarabran.com
www.sidingspringsexploratory.com.au
www.skywatchobservatory.com
www.asnsw.com
www.coonabarabran.com/timor

OR how about, “Stars Over China”. The 2006 Star Party Tour is 9/19 through 9/27. This trip is organized by China Discoveries. 
For details check out www.chinadiscoveries.com.
BTW – if you attend this star party please sign up with Becky Ramotowski when you get back to be a guest speaker at a TAAS 
general meeting and share your experiences with the TAAS Membership!

Now for events happening closer to home:

Check out www.nmparks.com for the calendar of Summer Star Parties and the date for the Grand Opening of the new observatory 
at Clayton Lake. Contact Angie Richman for details of how to become a volunteer for NM State Parks award-winning program, 
“Reach for the Stars,” 505-264-1389, angie4stars@hotmail.com.

The Enchanted Skies Star Party 2006 will be 9/20 through 9/23. Contact Dave Finely at dfinley@nrao.edu for more information 
and/or to sign up as a volunteer to be a dark sky site host at this year’s event.

And don’t forget our amazing observatory GNTO and the Oak Flat and Messier SIG group gatherings. TAAS offers something for 
everyone! I encourage you to join in the fun………………………………………………......................….Your humble president

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s Becky Ramotowski

TAAS June 10 General Meeting

NASA Pilot
 Jack “Triple” Nickel of Houston, Texas will present

NASA’s Reduced Gravity Program: The C-9 Jet and How it 
is Used for Zero-G Experiments and Training

 “Triple” joined the United States Air Force in 1972 
as a Second Lieutenant, and received the Air Force Wings in 
October of 1973. He flew as a combat-ready fighter pilot in 
the F-4D Phantom, AT-38B Fighting Talon, F-15 Eagle, F-5E 
Aggressor, and the F-16 Fighting Falcon. His command positions 
included Detachment Commander, Flight Commander, Assistant 
Operations Officer, Operations Officer, and also a life’s dream as 
the Squadron Commander of the 111th Fighter Squadron. “Triple” 
retired in 1997, at the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, with 25 years 
of military service. 
 He joined the NASA Johnson Space Center’s Aircraft 
Operations Division in 1989 and started out at NASA flying the 

T-38 and the Gulfstream 1 (G-1). Later in 1990 he started flying 
the Shuttle Trainer Aircraft (STA), teaching astronauts to land the 
space shuttle. He is the Chief of Aviation Safety, and is currently 
flying the T-38N, STA, Gulfstreams 2 and 3, and C-9 Micro-
gravity “Vomit Comet.” “Triple” also flew for two years as aircraft 
commander of the one-of-a-kind Super Guppy, and as pilot of the 
previous KC-135 Vomit Comet. “Triple” has logged over 8,500 
hours in over 30 different aircraft.
           “Triple” is a member of the Johnson Space Center Astronomical 
Society and The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, London, 
Ontario, Chapter. He has hand polished and made an 8” Newtonian 
telescope. He has found, cataloged, and drawn all 110 Messier 
objects. He has been the guest speaker at many astronomy clubs 
and at schools across the country and is scheduled to be a guest 
speaker at the Whirlpool Star Party in Birr, Ireland, October 2006. 
              He states his biggest worry is “What will I be when I grow 
up?”
 The TAAS meeting is free and open to the public.
 The meeting starts at 7:00PM in Regener Hall on the UNM 
Main Campus. A social hour follows the meeting. Please join us!
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

continued on page 5

I missed both GNTO events in April while I was attending 
the Texas Star Party. I did receive event reports from several 
people, and will summarize them here. Our April 22 observing 
event took place despite threatening clouds. Dale Murray, 
Karen Keese, and Carl Frisch hosted a group of 22 amateur 
astronomers from Rhode Island as well as a handful of TAAS 
members. Sky conditions improved throughout the early 
evening, and our visitors got some good views using the 
Isengard 16”, the 16” GNTO loaner scope rebuilt with great 
results by Jim Lawrence, as well as Carl’s 8” and 24” telescopes. 
Our out-of-town guests said they had a great time and were 
kind enough to donate $50 to GNTO.

Our GNTO event on April 29 was a big success, with 15 scopes 
in operation and around 35 people attending. Steve Welch 
was there to open up and close down the facility, as well as 
operate the C-11/Losmandy/ST-9E imaging equipment. I 
understand that Bill Wallace had some good results using his 
new Mallincam video camera on the Isengard. At least a few of 
the observers managed to last until early dawn on Sunday, the 
hallmark of a great event. We would like to thank Bob Hufnagel 
for dragging the road and relocating additional tires to protect 
our fence posts from cattle. I would also like to thank Dale 
Murray for installing the encoders and NGCMAX on the GNTO 
16” loaner scope.

Eight people, including Larry Cash, Eric Edwards, Pete 
Eschman, Dee Friesen, Dale Murray, Gordon Pegue, Bill 
Wallace, and Steve Welch attended the GNTO committee 
meeting May 4. Discussion topics included planning for our 
June 3 spring work session and concerns about minimizing 
fire danger to the GNTO facility. Bill indicated that we should 
install a red LED to illuminate the light switch in the outhouse. 
Dale said that plans were proceeding to hold a summer 
observing marathon at GNTO. Steve and Pete discussed the 
need for running video signal cables, adding a shelf to the top 
of the chart table, and reducing static discharge problems on 
the upper dome level. Steve indicated that the GNTO CCD 
imaging program was well on its way back into operation. We 
discussed the need for a better ramp to facilitate moving the 16” 
GNTO loaner scope in and out of the observatory, as well as the 
possibility of acquiring a better set of eyepieces to use with this 
scope. Steve and I have been working on a manual on using the 
Astrometric system on the Isengard and immediately following 
the meeting, I sent a draft of the manual to the committee for 
review.

At the meeting we decided that it was time to take proactive 
measures to reduce fire danger to the GNTO facility. As a direct 
result, Bill, Dale, Gordon, Pete and Steve met at GNTO three 
days later on Sunday morning, May 7. We proceeded to clear 
a 15-foot buffer zone around the Robert Ortega Building, the 
propane tank, and the 10-foot dome. We also cleared some 

brush away from the wood pile near the fire pit in the picnic 
area. We uprooted brush that was immediately adjacent to the 
structures and trimmed more distant shrubs and grass off at 
ground level in order to reduce the fuel load.

Following the committee meeting, several of us have met 
at GNTO to work with the C-11/Losmandy/ST-9E imaging 
equipment. Steve and I have formed the core of the group, 
with help from Tom Davies, Ariel Boston, Andrew Rodgers, 
and Steve’s brother, Jeff Welch. Our first session was on May 
12, followed by all-night sessions on May 17, 23, and 24. After 
the last session, Steve and I are confident that we have a good 
handle on how to insure good polar alignment, which results 
in good tracking during image acquisition, and how to build 
a good pointing model, which will insure that when we slew 
to a target object, it will be on the CCD imaging chip. We 
will continue testing and refining our procedures, but we are 
confident that our GNTO imaging program is back and that 
more TAAS members will have the opportunity to use this great 
set of imaging equipment.

I have already thanked many TAAS members for their help, and 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank a number of other 
folks who have donated time and material to GNTO. Thanks go 
to Mark Kietel, who loaded guide star catalogs on our external 
hard drive; John Duchek (duchekconsult.com), who donated 
laminated alignment star charts for the NGCMAX and Gemini 
system; Wilson Logan, who donated a copy of PGOffline 
software for reviewing message archives from various Yahoo 
newsgroups; Doug Carrol (GeminiROM.org), who donated 
our Level 4 Gemini EPROM; Larry Weber, who has offered 
help with his free PoleAlignMax software; Paul Kanevsky, who 
has offered help with his free Gemini Model Builder software; 
Dennis Web, who has offered general CCD help; and finally, 
Lonnie Puterbaugh and Dennis Williams, who have offered help 
on video cameras. If I have omitted anyone, please speak up, 
and I will acknowledge you next time!

Our events for June include a spring work session on June 3 
and a new moon observing event on June 24. The spring work 
session at GNTO was originally scheduled to start at 10:00 A.M.; 
however, we have moved that start time to 9:00 A.M. to favor 
cooler temperatures. We need volunteers to help with a variety 
of tasks including weeding, spreading gravel, painting, and 
other spring cleanup tasks. The work session will run through 
the cooler daylight hours, so please look forward to this chance 
to pitch in and help at GNTO.

Our second GNTO event for June is a “New Moon” observing 
opportunity on June 24. During the summer schedule, events 
are split between GNTO and Oak Flat, so don’t miss our only
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Chaco Canyon C14 and ST 9 camera image by John Sefick

 
There is an interesting technique being used by the 
astronomy community to find these new planets, some 
of which are relatively small and rocky. The technique is 
based on the magnification of starlight as one star passes 
in front of another. Most of this work is done in the star-
saturated areas of our summer Milky Way. The one above 
is located near Alhnasi in the constellation of Sagittarius 
not far from our galactic center.
 
The C 14 at Chaco Canyon Observatory was used for 
this experiment along with their ST9 digital camera. The 
event called MOA-2005-BLG was observed on May 6th 
, 2006. This event is of long duration lasting over a year. 
The camera basically captures the light of the host star as 
it is magnified by the star in front of it. The magnification 
in this case is over 50 percent. If there is a planet 
revolving around this star and it is in a transient position 
it will also be magnified. This is recorded as a secondary 
spike in the photometric readings taken of the star. If 
anyone is interested in obtaining more information about 
this subject and actually using the Chaco equipment to 
see this interesting phenomenon of nature please contact 
jsefick@earthlink.net.

O a k  F l a t  L a u n c h  D r a w s  a  C r o w d

E r i c  E d w a r d s

The Oak Flat season opened successfully on May 20th! The 
weather started out partly cloudy, but with enough big holes 
to keep everyone busy entertaining the public. After a couple 
of hours, the clouds cleared off, leaving wonderful seeing and 
transparency. There were over twenty-five telescopes set up of 
all shapes and sizes, including a big 6” apochromatic refractor 
and a couple of truly enormous dobsonian reflectors in the 
17.5” to 20” range. I didn’t count overall participation, though 
I’d guess we easily had over a hundred observers making the 
rounds. There was so much to see and do, I confess I only made 
it halfway around the loop myself.

Most of the casual observers without scopes departed around 
11 p.m., at which time Dee Friesend invited everyone over 
to a special session of his Messier SIG. “We’re going to get 
this Virgo Cluster taken care of once and for all,” he claimed 
ambitiously before the event. Dale Murray called it the “Virgo 
Cluster Hoo-Hah!” About ten observers, myself included, 
gathered with their scopes at one corner of the field. Dee must 
have meant what he said, because he enlisted the aid of Barry 
Spletzer to navigate us through the menagerie of galaxies. 
Barry brought a really big flat-screen monitor which he set 
up in the trunk of his car, covered with red cellophane and 
connected to a sky-charting laptop. He then led us from one 
group to the other. Did you know that our own Milky Way 
Galaxy is a member of the Virgo Supercluster? So really, we 
were getting a glimpse of the neighborhood.

Messier catalogued sixteen Virgo Cluster galaxies in between 
the bright stars Vindemiatrix and Denebola: M49, M58, M59, 
M60, M61, M84, M85, M86, M87, M88, M89, M90, M91, 
M98, M99, and M100. The illustration on page 1 is of a star 
chart drawn by Messier himself in 1779, and shows all sixteen 
of the Virgo cluster galaxies. Each galaxy has its own story. 
M87, for example, (see photo, page 6) is a giant elliptical 
galaxy, and the HST shows a jet of particles shooting out from 
the three-billion-solar-mass black hole at the core. Wow. I can’t 
say that I could see the jet, but it was sure a thrill to see the big 
M87 and the cluster for the first time.

When I headed out late, there were still people at it, peering 
into the depths. Upcoming Oak Flat events are scheduled 
through the summer: June 17, July 29, August 19, and 
September 16. Also, Dee has Messier SIG events scheduled 
during the Oak Flat events and at other times as well. You can 
get his full schedule from www.messier2006.org. Hope to see you 
there! Oak Flat panorama , photo by Eric Edwards. More photos on page 6..

G r a v i t a t i o n a l  M i c r o l e n s i n g 
i n  t h e  S e a r c h  f o r  P l a n e t s 
O u t s i d e  O u r  S o l a r  S y s t e m

 

J o h n  S e f i c k 
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the July 2006 
issue of the Sidereal Times will be Friday, June 
23.  The e-mail address for the newsletter 
editor is editor@taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( A p r i l  2 0 0 6 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 234 229 5
Family 89 86 3
Educational 11 9 2
Total Paid 334 324 10
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 33 33 0
Total Members 374 364 10  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S
General: Pete Eschman, David Wilson
GNTO: Pete Eschman
Dark Sky: David Penasa, Pete Eschman

W e l c o m e
 t o  N e w  TA A S  M e m b e r s

Alyssa Adams, Sam Auerbach, 
Gary Cooper, Sandra Dafron,

 Benita Kernodle, Mike Kernodle, 
Angie Richman, Chad Moore,

 Laura Smith, Robert Smith

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of new member and 
renewal policy.
Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will 
be dated on the first of next month 
no matter when during the month 
they arrive. This will help with the 
database reports and queries.
There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

GNTO, continued from page 3
GNTO observing event for June. Our next 
training event at GNTO will be July 1, when 
we will offer an Introduction to GNTO 
and the Isengard Telescope, Introduction 
to GNTO Astro Computing Resources, 
and a CCD imaging demonstration.

You really should plan a trip to GNTO 
soon. The comfortable Ortega Building 
is available for socializing and our Guest 
Trailer is available for coffee, hot chocolate 
and any snacks you might want to share. 
With all the great equipment and facilities 
at GNTO, what are you waiting for? 

GNTO committee meetings are open to 
any interested TAAS members, and this 
is a great way to get more involved with 
your observatory. We need your help. 

Our next scheduled meetings are June 1 
and June 29. We meet at 6:30 P.M. at JB’s 
Restaurant on Eubank just north of I-40. 
If you have questions about access and 
availability of GNTO, please contact me 
(Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 
873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory.
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1
GNTO
Committee

2 3

4 5 6
ACS Star 
Party
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Valley High,
7 p.m.

8
Board
Meeting

9 10
TAAS General 
Meeting

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Oak Flat
Star Party

18 19 20 21
ATM 
Workshop, 
Valley High,
7 p.m.

22 23
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

24
GNTO Star 
Party

25 26 27 28 29
GNTO
Committee

30

J u n e  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

M-87Shane Ramotowski and Gordon Pegue

Oak Flat Star Party
see story on page 4

Photos by Eric Edwards
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium 
Observing Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline 
@254-8227, or the UNM hotline 
@ 277-1446  to confirm, or unm_
coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

J u l y  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

AT M  W o r k s h o p
Ray Collins/Mike Pendley

atm@taas.org
The Amateur Telescope Making 
Workshop meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at Valley 
High School, 1505 Candelaria—the 
north side of Candelaria, just west of 
12th street.  The meetings begin at 7 
P.M. and are in Building E, Room #3.

TAAS 
General Meeting
Saturday, June 10, 2006

7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Jack “Triple” Nickel
NASA Pilot

NASA’s Reduced Gravity 
Program

1
GNTO 
Training

2 3 4 5
ATM 
Workshop, 
Valley High,
7 p.m.

6
Board
Meeting

7 8
TAAS General 
Meeting

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19
ATM 
Workshop, 
Valley High,
7 p.m

20 21 22
GNTO 
Training, Star 
Party

23

               30

24

               31

25 26 27 28
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

29
Oak Flat Star 
Party
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s Gordon  Pegue

May 11th , 2006
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Judy Stanley (President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), 
Gordon Pegue (Secretary), Larry Cash, Pete Eschman, Dick Fate, Dee 
Friesen, Tom Graham, Shannon Mann, Shane Ramotowski, Sy Santos, 
and Steve Welch.

Directors absent: Becky Ramotowski (Vice President) and Ray Collins.

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm.

Corrections to the April Minutes
None to report.

Correspondence
a. Judy reported on an e-mail she had received from Pat Higgins 

with the Santa Fe astronomy club requesting assistance with 
publishing event notices on our Web site. Judy was advised to 
forward the note to the webmaster for further action.

b. Judy reported on an e-mail she had received from Alan Gorski, 
PR Director of the Colorado Springs Astronomical Society 
requesting assistance with publicizing the Rocky Mountain 
Star Stare star party coming up in June. Judy was advised to 
forward the note to the webmaster and newsletter editor for 
further action. This event will also be publicized on the TAAS 
List Serve.

c. Judy reported on an email she had received from Lazlo 
Lazowska, Night Sky Program Director for the NM Heritage 
Preservation Alliance requesting TAAS assistance with Dark 
Sky efforts. Judy was advised to forward the note to the Dark 
Sky coordinator for further action.

d. Judy noted that Bill Firth had sent her an e-mail offering to donate 
a computer monitor. After a brief discussion, it was determined 
that the monitor would fill no immediate need and should be 
gratefully declined.

e. Judy reported on an e-mail she had received from a Mr. Gary 
Roper requesting assistance for a star party to be held at 
the Tamaya Resort on June 28th. It was noted that we have 
assisted with events at that venue in the past and that we 
should support this upcoming event.

f. Shannon reported on a communication he had received from a 
Mr. McCleney, who is involved in a Habitat for Humanity house-
building project and in which the organizers are exploring the 
possibility of having a scopes-only star party sometime in July. 
It was felt that this could be a potentially interesting event and 
Shannon noted that he would follow up with Mr. McCleney.

Treasurers Report
Account balances (as of the end of April):

General Fund:  $ 4,147.73
GNTO Fund:   $ 6,726.20
Education Fund:  $ 4,085.48
Dark Sky Fund:  $   690.21
Special Projects Fund: $ 3,310.18
Science Fair Fund:  $     0.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $18,959.80

Total membership count (all categories): 374

Event Retrospect
a. The Saturday, April 8th General Meeting at Regener Hall featured 

an outstanding presentation by noted Lowell Observatory 
astronomer Brian Skiff on the current status and future plans 
for the Near Earth Asteroid Search programs being carried out 
at Lowell Observatory and other locations.

b. The Saturday, April 22nd GNTO observing session featured 7 
TAAS participants who hosted 22 members of the Rhode Island 
astronomy club known as the “Skyscrapers.” It was noted that 
the “Rhodies” had a great time and were suitably impressed 
with both the facilities at GNTO and the quality of the sky.

c. The Saturday, April 29th , GNTO observing session featured 15 
scopes, 35 participants, and some good viewing conditions 
with a couple of folks pulling “all-nighters.”

d. The last of our regularly scheduled star parties for this semester 
was held on Tuesday, May 2nd , at the Montessori of the Rio 
Grande, and the event was plagued with poor weather and great 
indoor activities for the kids and parents who participated.

Calendar & Event Prospect
a. Pete noted that Ray Collins is planning on taking a one-year 

leave-of-absence from APS and that the ATM sessions 
currently being held at Valley High School on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of the month are going to be relocated to a 
different venue – yet to be determined – following the May 17th 
session. Pete suggested that Judy contact Ray and confirm 
the details and advise the Board by e-mail.

b. Sy reported that planning for the 2006 edition of the TAAS 
holiday banquet is underway, with the date scheduled for 
Saturday, December 2nd , and the location set for Garduños 
on the Green.

c. Other scheduled events include:
1. The Saturday, May 13th , General Meeting at Regener Hall 

will feature a presentation by our own Judy Stanley on 
her recent trip to Australia and her experiences at the 
South Pacific Star Party.

2. An Astronomy Day planning meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday morning, May 20th , at 9:30am at the Explora 
Science Center downtown.

3. Our first Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 20th. Ed Schneider is the 
coordinating contact for this event.

4. A TAAS Observing Event at Chaco Canyon is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 27th. Judy Stanley is the owner of 
this event, contact her for more information. New Moon 
observing opportunities at GNTO are also available.

5. The regularly scheduled meeting of the GNTO Committee 
will take place on Thursday, June 1st.

6. A GNTO “Spring Cleanup” activity session is scheduled 
for Saturday, June 3rd , at 10am. Contact Pete Eschman 
if you would like to participate.

7. A special private TAAS star party for the American Cancer 
Society at the Manzano Mountain Retreat Center is 

continued  on following page
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scheduled for Tuesday, June 6th. For more information, 
contact Larry Cash.

8. The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board of 
Directors will take place on Thursday, June 8th , at the 
Physics and Astronomy Building on the campus of 
UNM.

9. The Saturday, June 10th , General Meeting at Regener 
Hall will feature a presentation by NASA Shuttle Trainer 
Pilot Jack “Triple” Nickel.

10. Our second Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season 
is scheduled for Saturday, June 17th. A coordinating 
contact for this event is needed. The Messier SIG will 
also have activities at this event, contact Dee for more 
information.

11. The Saturday, June 24th , GNTO observing session will 
be a “new moon” event.

12. The “blue moon” meeting of the GNTO Committee will 
take place on Thursday, June 29th.

13. The Saturday, July 1st , GNTO observing session will 
feature training activities.

14. The regularly scheduled meeting of the TAAS Board 
of Directors will take place on Thursday, July 6th , at 
the Physics and Astronomy Building on the campus of 
UNM.

15. The Saturday, July 8th , General Meeting at Regener Hall 
will feature a presentation by Santa Fe resident and 
science writer George Johnson.

16. The Saturday, July 22nd , GNTO observing session will 
be a “new moon” event.

17. Our third Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season is 
scheduled for Saturday, July 29th. A coordinating contact 
for this event is needed. The Messier SIG will also have 
activities at this event.

Committee Reports
a. Membership: As part of the Treasurers Report provided by 

Dan: 234 full, 89 family, 11 educator, 7 honorary and 33 
complementary members comprise the total membership of 
TAAS.

Tom and Judy noted that the work on updating the 
membership packet is continuing and that the updates to the 
TAAS Web site that focus on making additional informational 
resources easily available to new (and old) members will be 
coordinated with the webmaster.

b. GNTO: Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman elsewhere 
in this issue of the newsletter.

c. Education: See the Education Outreach report elsewhere in this 
issue of the newsletter for details on outreach activities.

1. Shannon noted that work on the “Star Team” policy and 
protocol is continuing.

d. Grants and Other Income: No report.
e. Special Projects: No report.
f. Special Interest Groups (SIGs):

1. Messier 2005: Dee reported that participation in this SIG 
has been very good. He also noted that the group is 
switching to its “summer schedule,” where activities will 
take place at the Oak Flat and GNTO venues. He further 
noted that Barry Spletzer has completed an excellent 
guide to the Virgo Cluster and that it will be available on 
the SIG Web site.

2. ATM: No report.
3. Dark Sky: It was noted the use of the Sky Quality Meter 

needs to be promoted more and that a volunteer should 
check out the device and take it to the Oak Flat events.

Old Business
a. Dee reported on his efforts to engage the three primary science-

based museums in Albuquerque in our Astronomy Day activities. 
He noted that in his communications with the NM Museum of 
Natural History, Lodestar, and the Explora Science Center, he 
had received great interest in his ideas. He also indicated that 
a major planning meeting involving the three organizations and 
interested TAAS participants is already scheduled for Saturday 
morning, May 20th , at 9:30am at the Explora Science Center. 
Dee stated that the three goals to be discussed at the meeting 
are 1) change the venue for the event to Old Town, 2) bring the 
three organizations and TAAS together in a joint venture with 
activities spread across all three museums and 3) re-focus 
the public’s perceptions and involvement in the event. Dee 
concluded his brief by noting that a tentative event date has 
been set for sometime in November of this year.

b. Larry passed out informational documents on our current awards 
and George Pellegrino’s new award resolution request and 
requested that all Board members study the documents and 
be prepared to make a decision on the new award resolution 
request at next month’s Board meeting.

c. Judy noted that volunteers are still being sought for the Nomination 
Committee, whose defined task is the selection of the slate of 
Officer candidates for the 2007 administrative year.

d. Judy reported that she had sent the documents and 
correspondence concerning the Chaco Road improvement 
project to Allison Schuler, Esq. for her evaluation and comment. 
Judy noted that she has not heard back from Allison yet.

e. A discussion on whether or not to raise membership dues resulted 
in a resounding NO from the assembled Board, especially 
after the details of our newsletter costs were outlined from a 
correspondence put together by Barry Spletzer. Barry detailed 
in his notes that approximately 2/5ths of the membership are 
still receiving a hard-copy newsletter. The consensus of the 
Board is that we need to encourage the remaining hard-copy 
recipients to switch to the electronic version of the newsletter 
and that Dan should also assist with this encouragement 
through his normal treasurer’s duties.

New Business
a. Judy reported that she had received a request from Bruce Levin 

concerning the status of the two award checks that need to be 
presented to the winners of the Junior and Senior Astronomy 
categories of the recently held Science and Engineering Fair. 
As the Broline Fund (previously used to fund these awards) 
has been exhausted, it was noted that we needed to determine 
a source. Gordon moved that a one-time allocation of $200 
from the Education Fund be made to cover the funding of these 
awards. Shannon seconded and after a brief discussion, the 
motion carried unanimously. Discussion then centered on the 
possibilities of securing a corporate sponsor for these awards 
and, to that end, Dan volunteered to speak with his employer 
about the possibility and report back to the Board.

Meeting adjourned at 8:42pm.

Board Minutes, continued
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C l a s s i f i e d  A d s

Free Telescope Offer

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 
Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow 

a TAAS telescope. 
Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org 

or 296-2479 and                  
receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can 

choose from scopes with   
apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current 
TAAS members.  Offer is first 

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a 
waiting list.   Neither TAAS nor 

the telescope curators will be held liable for any 
lost sleep or other  problems 

arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

•

•

•
•

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O
Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  
If your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested 
in the idea of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is 
investigating the interest in and options for a car-pool program 
to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or suggestions, 
please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other member of the 
GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-1593 or friesend@
comcast.net. The GNTO e-mail address is GNTO@TAAS.org.

F u l l  C o l o r  S i d e r e a l  T i m e s  N o w  A v a i l a b l e
Barry Spletzer

In a sweeping move to provide top quality communiques to our 
members while conserving our precious resources, TAAS is pleased to 
re-announce the availability of this newsletter the Sidereal Times in 
full color.  That’s right, catch the blush of the monthly speaker, the blue 
eyes and red hair of that cute 6-year-old at the School Star Party, the 
depth and vibrance of all the full-color illustrations.
The catch is that the full-color version is only available at our website: 
www.taas.org.  If you prefer to download and read your newsletter on 
your computer rather than receive a paper copy by mail, please notify 
the TAAS treasurer, Dan Clark, at treasurer@taas.org to have your name 
removed from the Sidereal Times mailing list.  This will provide you 
with the newsletter of your choice, save TAAS money, and earn you the 
undying (okay, maybe slowly dying) gratitude of our Sid Times printer 
– me.  
Now that many of our members are taking advantage of this offer, our 
mailing list is less than required to get a bulk-rate postage discount.  The 
newsletter is now mailed at first-class rates.  So, it is more important 
than ever for you to get your newsletter online.  Thanks for your 
consideration.
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2 0 0 6  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

 Public Relations Officer   Karen Keese   261-0040(C)  pr@taas.org
TAAS Web Master    Alan Scott    864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor    Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
Newsletter Printer/Proofing   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator    Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
Telescope Curator    Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist    Pat Appel    292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Ray Collins    344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
UNM Observatory Coordinator   Steven “Doc” Kemp   892-7934(H)  unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator    David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
Membership Coordinator   Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org

Judy Stanley
President

president@taas.org
Judy@taas.org
269-4833 (H)

Becky Ramotowski
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
Becky@taas.org

286-8334 (H)

Gordon Pegue
Secretary

secretary@taas.org
Gordon@taas.org

332-2523 (H)

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
Dan@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
Pete@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Dee Friesen
Director 

Dee@taas.org
856-1593 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
Larry@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Shane Ramotowski
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
Shane@taas.org

286-8334 (H)

Shannon Mann
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
Shanon@taas.org

771-0126 (H)

Ray Collins
Director

Ray@taas.org
344-9686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

Richard@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Tom Graham
Director

Tom@taas.org
897-9034 (H)

Sy Santos
Director

Sy@taas.org
269-3461 (H)

Steve Welch
Director

Steve@taas.org
866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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