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T A A S  R e c e i v e s  N e w  E d u c a t o r / O u t r e a c h 
S u p p o r t  f r o m  N A S A

such as Geoff Marcy (extra solar planets) and Fred Espenak 
(eclipses).
 
The best benefit of all is that NSN costs absolutely 
nothing!
 
NASA’s goal is purely and simply to assist amateur clubs 
in their outreach efforts and to reward those clubs who 
excel.  We all know that TAAS already excels at Education 
and Public Outreach (E/PO) as evidenced by our frequent 
public activities and school star parties (some 70 or so 
events per year I have been told).  Why shouldn’t we get 
even better and get national recognition in the process?
 
The ONLY catch is that NASA wants to receive regular 
reports on the E/PO activities that we conduct and on how 
we make use of the resource materials that they provide.  As 
Club Coordinator, I am the official line of communication to 
NASA.  My goal is to file an event report for every TAAS E/
PO activity  AND YOUR JOB IS TO KEEP ME BUSY!  NASA 
needs these reports to justify the taxpayer money that they 
are spending on the NSN (and its continued existence).  As 
long as they are happy with our reports TAAS will remain 
a member in good standing and continue to receive new 
materials as they are developed.
 
A sample NSN event report will be posted on the TAAS 
Web site.  The event reports need to be as quantitative as 
possible in terms of numbers and categories of attendees.
 
The NSN resource materials (Toolkits) are an excellent 
addition to the outreach activities that TAAS members 
have developed and have been using successfully 
over the years such as “Making a Comet,” “Spectrum 
Demonstration,” or the Starlab planetarium.  The currently 
available NSN Toolkits include:
* Planet Quest – the search for extra-solar planets

 Bob Havlen

TAAS has recently renewed its membership in NASA’s 
Night Sky Network (NSN) [http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov] , 
a nationwide coalition of amateur astronomy societies 
committed to sharing their time, their telescopes, and their 
enthusiasm for astronomy with their local communities. . 
 
Membership in the Night Sky Network includes training 
for club members, special opportunities for working with 
NASA scientists and educators, access to a dedicated Web 
site for communicating with other Night Sky Network 
participants, and public recognition by NASA for their 
outreach activities.
 
“NASA is very excited to be working closely with the 
amateur astronomy community,” said Michael Greene, 
head of public engagement for NASA’s Navigator Program 
based at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena , 
California .  “Amateur astronomers want more people 
to look at the sky and understand astronomy, and so do 
we.  We have a strong commitment to inspiring the next 
generation of explorers.  Lending support to the energy 
that the amateur astronomy community brings to students 
and the public will allow NASA to reach many more 
people.”

At the moment, Shannon Mann and I are the official 
representatives for TAAS and I have volunteered to be the 
Club Coordinator.
 
The NSN Web site information is pretty self-explanatory 
and I encourage all of you who are IN ANY WAY involved 
with TAAS education and outreach events to read it.  The 
FAQ section is particularly recommended.  The benefits to 
TAAS are many, not the least of which are the availability 
of dynamite resource materials, contacts with other clubs, 
a monthly newsletter, and frequent telecons with experts 

http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Judy Stanley

G eneral  Me eting  News
Becky Ramotowski

The sign on my back!

 It was my good fortune to have the opportunity to tour Yosemite National 
Park this past week. From the meadows in the valley to the mountain peaks to the 
sparkling skies keeping watch over it all, Yosemite is truly a place of inspiration. I 
encourage you to experience the grandeur for yourselves. 
 One of the special magic moments on my Yosemite trip did not happen in 
the meadow or on the highest mountain peak but just outside the campground 
restroom. I was wearing my astronomy shirt complete with a star chart on the back. 
I was headed for the restroom door when a young woman stopped me and asked, 
“Excuse me, but do you know about the stars? I noticed your shirt and was hoping 
you could answer a question for me!”  
 “I would be happy to try and answer your question.” I said. The young woman 
began to describe the white, hazy band of light stretching across the sky that she saw 
last night. “I know that’s the Milky Way Galaxy,” she said, “but what am I really seeing?”  
It was my privilege to be the one to explain it to her. She was delighted and thrilled 
and began asking more questions. I answered and gave her some good resources to 
check out (the TAAS Web site of course) and we each went on our merry way. 
 I know many of you wear a similar sign on your back. I like to think we are 
Astronomy Evangelists, roaming the planet, experiencing the wonder for ourselves 
and through others we encounter. 
 Speaking of roaming the planet, check out the up coming observing events:

Enchanted Skies Star Party Sept. 20-23 www.socorro-nm/starparty

White Sands Star Party Sept. 20 -23 www.zianet.com/wssp

Check the TAAS Web site www.taas.org for many more opportunities to share the 
fun and spread the word! 

Your humble president

TAAS General Meeting, September 9, 2006

Eyepiece Light Transmission Report

 David Hall will describe the motivation, test methods, and test results 
of his and co-author John Duchek’s optical transmission experiments.  The 
experiments examined the sources for light loss in astronomical eyepieces and how 
manufacturers use thin-film coating to reduce the light loss.  The authors employed 
a low-power green laser to measure transmission through various eyepieces 
popular among amateur astronomers, with the results of this ongoing experiment 
summarized by eyepiece design and manufacturer.
 David Hall designs laser electronics at Northrop Grumman-Cutting Edge 
Optronics in St. Charles, Missouri.  David’s co-author, John Duchek is a research 
chemist recently retired from Tyco-Healthcare in St. Louis.
 The TAAS General Meeting is held at Regener Hall on the Main Campus of 
UNM.  The meeting is free and open to the public.  Start time is 7 p.m., with a social 
hour after the meeting.  Join us!

* Shadows and Silhouettes – all about 
eclipses and transits
* Our Galaxy, Our Universe – the 
Milky Way: one galaxy among 
billions
* Black Hole Survival – how 
really massive objects affect their 
surroundings
* Telescopes: Eyes on the Universe – 
understanding how telescopes work

Each Toolkit is fairly complete with 
materials for both classroom or star 
party use. Toolkits also come with a 
training video that illustrates potential 
usage scenarios. NASA encourages 
NSN members to use as much or as 
little of the Toolkit materials as they 
wish. As we review each Toolkit, the 
Education/Outreach Committee will 
offer further suggestions on how 
club members can make use of the 
information when they participate at 
club E/PO events.

TAAS has received 2 copies of 
the PlanetQuest Toolkit and will 
receive the others in the next few 
months.  PlanetQuest helps amateurs 
answer questions about how scientists 
hope to find Earth-like planets circling 
other stars.  There are monthly all-sky 
star maps that highlight the actual 
locations of the naked-eye stars with 
extra-solar planets.  Additionally, 
the telescope docents at each TAAS 
star party can refer to neat reference 
cards (Planetary Post Cards) with 
more details about the newly found 
planetary systems such as the size 
of the planet(s), orbital periods, and 
properties of the parent star.   Other 
simple materials can be used indoors 
if desired.   

This is an exciting development 
for TAAS outreach efforts as we 
strive to excite kids of all ages about 
astronomy.  For every “Wow!” at 
the eyepiece there is an educational 
opportunity.  NASA is there to help 
us take advantage of the moment.

 
Bob Havlen
NSN Coordinator for TAAS
rhavlen@earthlink.net

N A S A  O u t r e a c h  S u p p o r t , 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 

http://www.socorro-nm/starparty
http://www.zianet.com/wssp
http://www.taas.org
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Nine people attended our GNTO committee meeting 
on August 3.  Participants included Larry Cash, Ray 
Collins, Eric Edwards, Pete Eschman, Dale Murray, 
Gordon Pegue, Sy Santos, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch.  
We started with brief discussions on maintenance and 
improvement needs, but most of our meeting focused 
on proposed developments near the Belen Alexander 
Municipal Airport.  Local papers have recently covered 
the new LoPresti Aviation aircraft manufacturing facility, 
which will be located next to the Belen Alexander 
Airport.  There are also plans to double or triple the size 
of the airport.  An additional area of several square miles 
has been zoned light industrial near the airport.  Funding 
is in place to improve Camino del Llano (the paved road), 
as well as Harrison and several other roads on the mesa 
top.

The LoPresti manufacturing plant expects to break 
ground in the next 6 months on a 100,000-square-foot 
plant situated on 300 acres.  According to a newspaper 
article, they expect to employ 300 people within the next 
3 years.  Our concerns center on ways we can work to 
get good lighting at the proposed plant so that we can 
minimize impact to GNTO.  We reviewed several letters, 
including one from Sy, which might be sent to LoPresti.  
This topic was discussed one week later at TAAS Board 
meeting, and the Board decided to form a small group 
to draft a Strategic Plan, which will be submitted to 
the Board for approval. The Board felt that the group 
should be composed of local residents, GNTO committee 
representatives, Dark Sky SIG representatives, and our 
TAAS Public Relations person.

On August 23, we held our initial planning session 
attended by Pete Eschman (GNTO and TAAS Board), 
Karen Keese (GNTO, TAAS PR, and local resident), 
David Penasa (Dark Sky SIG), Tom Graham (TAAS 
Board), and Steve Welch (GNTO, TAAS Board, and local 
resident).  The working title for this group is “GNTO 
Mesa Development Team.”  The group is circulating 
a draft of the Strategic Plan and will submit it to the 
Board for approval in the very near future.   We are also 
working on a draft of a letter to LoPresti Aviation.

Steve and Pete started the mesa outreach ball rolling 
by attending Governor Richardson’s press conference 
on mesa area flooding, which was held at the Belen 
Alexander Municipal Airport on August 22.  There were 

between 35 and 40 residents at the press conference, along 
with another 30 or so officials and members of the press.  
Our main intent was to meet local residents, and see what 
information they could gather on mesa developments.  
We sounded out a few people on lighting issues, but did 
not make any official GNTO/TAAS statements.  After the 
press conference we drove down Twining Lane to check 
the road and observatory.  Everything seems to have 
weathered the recent rains, and is in good condition.  A 
good crop of new weeds is growing at GNTO, and the 
mesa looked greener than I had seen in quite a while.  We 
also visited Dan Rivet, who is our neighbor to the south 
of GNTO.  Mike Chavez lives just north of Dan, and we 
plan to visit Mike soon.

Our next “New Moon” observing opportunity will be 
September 23.  This event will offer a local observing 
option, since it takes place during several regional star 
parties including Enchanted Skies in Socorro, White 
Sands Star Party, and Okie-Tex in Kenton, Oklahoma.  
Our next training event at GNTO is September 30.  The 
event on September 30 will be a combination event 
starting with a GNTO Open House, then our Fall 
Equinox picnic.  We will also have a chance to run a Half 
Messier Marathon along with portions of Barry Spletzer’s 
Summer Celestial Scavenger Hunt on this night.  I will 
have more details on this event in the next newsletter.  
With all the great equipment and facilities at GNTO, you 
really should plan a trip to GNTO soon.  Why wait?

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members and this is a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory.  We need your help.  
Our next scheduled meetings are August 31 and 
September 28.  We meet at 6:30 P.M. at JB’s Restaurant on 
Eubank just north of I-40.  If you have questions about 
GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, 
phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

Ph
ot

o:
 S

te
ve

 W
el

ch



The Sidereal Times September 2006

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 4

Editor’s note: To mark the 37th anniversary of the first 
moon landing on July 20, 1969, Steve Welch began his personal 
reminiscence of the historic event in the last issue. His conclusion 
follows.

 The day before the launch, we went on one of the last public 
bus tours before they locked down the Cape, and we got to view 
the mighty Saturn V on the pad from a stop along the bus tour 
only a couple of miles away!  It was a sight to remember, but not 
the first nor the last of that incredible time. 

Perhaps the most vivid part of the entire experience was 
the Rock Festival atmosphere that night.  All along US 1/A1A, 
hundreds of thousands of people walked up and down the road 
as the world’s most powerful spotlights lit up the Saturn V.  We 
were all there to witness history and felt the exhilaration of being 
a part of it. What a rush it was!  I’ve always considered myself an 
outsider and there aren’t many moments in my life where I have 
felt like I am part of humanity, but this is one of them. Maybe the 
best of them.

But back to Becky’s question about the sky the night of the 
moon landing (sorry, I tend to ramble).  Four days after the 
launch, on that evening in Boca Raton, I was glued to the TV, 
flipping around the channels.  I think my cousin Des went out 
several times before moonset to look for the moon through the 
partly cloudy skies. He took out my old 60mm Tasco (my first 
telescope, then 6 years old), but I don’t think I helped him—I 
had spent all my time in front of the TV since we got back from 
the Cape, watching the “real” events from the closest possible 
viewpoint, next to Walter Cronkite and the gang!

As for what was going on in the sky, I didn’t notice!  Sorry, 
Becky!  Unlike Gordon, I didn’t get up from the TV to ponder 
what it all meant—I was too busy trying to get every bit of 
real time information I could about what was happening.  In 
those days before personal computers that meant watching TV. 
Perhaps, as a teenager, I was too jaded to look at the moon with 
my naked eyes and ponder, but more likely I had already done 
an incredible amount of looking and pondering, and I was in 
total information-gathering mode.

continued on page 5

R e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  F i r s t
 M o o n  L a n d i n g ,  c o n c l u s i o n

Steve Welch 

Sandia Crest Lighting Update
As was mentioned in last month’s newsletter, the 
Albuquerque Tricentennial Celebration Committee plans to 
put battery-operated lights on an 18-mile stretch of mostly 
wilderness on top of Sandia Crest. The purpose of the plan 
for lighting, submitted to Forest Service about one year ago, 
is to help celebrate the Albuquerque Tricentennial Event.  
Comments were due to the Forest Service by August 14.
Proposed IDA New Mexico Section
New Mexico does not have any official International Dark-Sky 
Association (IDA) sections. Yet it makes sense to have one 
here, right?  A draft proposal was submitted to International 
Dark-Sky Association (IDA) by Lazlo Lazowska outlining 
the proposed formation of a mutual effort between the New 
Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance (NMHPA) Night Sky 
Program and IDA.  The purpose is to strengthen the local, 
state, and regional voices of dark sky advocates in New 
Mexico for night sky protection. The chief objective is to 
engage a cadre of New Mexicans working in light pollution 
education and abatement efforts throughout the state. The 
propsed group name is the “Star Territorial Adventures 
and Rescue Society” (STARS). IDA is interested but 
has advised that the name should be “IDA New Mexico 
Section.” Discussions continue. So, how many of you out 
there are members of IDA? All astronomers, amateur and 
otherwise, should be very interested in IDA’s mission: To 
preserve and protect the nighttime environment and our 
heritage of dark skies through quality outdoor lighting.

For further information, contact Lazlo Lazowska, Night 
Sky Program Director, NMHPA, (505) 989-3696 or Lazlo@
nmheritage.org.

Educational Video
NMHPA is preparing an educational video, in association 
with New Mexico State Parks’ “Reach for the Stars – Enjoy 
and Protect New Mexico ’s Night Sky” program. It is to be 
completed by late July and distributed to organizations 
in New Mexico such as planetariums, space museums, 
astronomy organizations, etc, for educational outreach on 
preserving the night sky.
For further information, contact Lazlo Lazowska.
 
2006 Night Sky Friendly Lighting Awards:
The Nebula Award was presented to New Mexico State 
Parks at the NMHPA Preservation Conference, May 25, 
2006. It recognizes extraordinary innovation that contributes 
significantly to the protection and preservation of New 
Mexico ’s Night Sky. It was awarded for the “Reach for the 
Stars” educational programming throughout the state.

D a r k  S k y  ( S I G )
David Penasa

continued on page 10
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the 
September 2006 issue of the Sidereal Times 
will be Friday, September 22.  Please submit 
text as an attachment, preferably in Microsoft 
Word. The e-mail address for the newsletter 
editor is editor@taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( J u l y  2 0 0 6 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 247 247 0
Family 101 101 0
Educational 11 11 0
Total Paid 359 359 0
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 34 0
Total Members 400 400 0  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S 

General: Sy Santos, Federal Circuit Bar 
Association
 GNTO: Ray Collins, Dan Richey
Special Projects:  Accent Windows
 

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of new member and 
renewal policy.
Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will 
be dated on the first of next month 
no matter when during the month 
they arrive. This will help with the 
database reports and queries.
There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

Also, the Orian Award was presented to 
the Friends of the Taos Charter School, 
recognizing the owner or manager of a 
business facility who uses responsibly 
applied outdoor lighting that prevents light 
pollution. It was awarded for the Spring 
2006 project in the 8th grade art class 
where students created metal shields for 
glary outdoor lights at the school, using the 
18th Century art form of tinsmithing. The 
award was to be presented to the entire 
school body at “back to school night” in 
late August.

Fall 2007 Night Sky Conference

Planning is under way for a three-day 
conference to be held in Taos , September 
14-16, 2007. NMHPA, in association with 
IDA, will be targeting participants from the 
Southwest United States.

Night Sky Appreciation Day (Night)

Once again this year, Governor Bill 
Richardson will proclaim October 9 a 
special day devoted to appreciating and 
celebrating New Mexico’s beautiful night 
sky. Governor Gary Johnson declared 
the first day of observation of our night 
sky in 1999 when the New Mexico Night 
Sky Protection Act was signed into law. 
Since then, each year the Governor has 
supported night sky preservation efforts by 
recognizing this unique natural resource 
and cultural heritage.
David Penasa, darksky@taas.org
TAAS Dark Sky Coordinator

D a r k  S k y ,  continued from page 4
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1 2

3 4 5 6 7
Board
Meeting

8 9
TAAS General 
Meeting

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Oak Flat Star 
Party

17 18 19 20 21 22
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

23
GNTO
Star Party

24

              

25

              

26
Griegos 

School Star 
Party

27 28
GNTO
Committee

29 30
GNTO Open 
House, Picnic, 
Training

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h    Shannon Mann 

The TAAS Education Outreach Program invites all members to assist with our 
FIRST school star party of the academic year. This will also be the first star party for 
Alameda Elementary School in three years. The school is located near the corner of 
Alameda Road and 4th Street in the far North Valley (412 Alameda Road NW). Please 
bring your telescopes, astro-demonstrations, and ideas to help make this year’s 
outreach a success. The event is scheduled for Tuesday evening, August 29th 7 – 9 
p.m. Please plan on arriving by 6:15 p.m. to set up – look for the TAAS orange cone 
for your location to pull in and unload. For additional information, contact Shannon 
Mann, Education Outreach Coordinator at education_coord@taas.org or 771-0126.

Event map: http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=412+Alameda+Blvd+NW,+Albuquerque,+NM+87
114&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.190013,-106.617637&spn=0.031776,0.078278&om=0
 

http://us.f517.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=education_coord@taas.org
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=412+Alameda+Blvd+NW,+Albuquerque,+NM+87114&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.190013,-106.617637&spn=0.031776,0.078278&om=0
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=412+Alameda+Blvd+NW,+Albuquerque,+NM+87114&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.190013,-106.617637&spn=0.031776,0.078278&om=0
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1 2 3 4 5
Board
Meeting

6 7
TAAS General 
Meeting

8 9
NM Night Sky 
Appreciation
Day (Night)

10 11 12 13 14
Placitas Star
Party

15 16 17 18 19 20
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

21
GNTO 
Star Party

22 23 24
TBD School

  Star 
    Party     

25 26
GNTO
Committee

27 28

29 30

               

31

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium 
Observing Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline 
@254-8227, or the UNM hotline 
@ 277-1446  to confirm, or unm_
coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

O c t o b e r  2 0 0 6
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

TAAS 
General Meeting

Saturday, September 9, 2006
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

Eyepiece Light 
Transmission

Report

David Hall
Northrop Grumman-Cutting Edge 

Optronics

Earthrise from Smyth’s Sea on the 
Moon’s nearside, photographed by 

Apollo 11 in 1969.

See story, page 4

NASA
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s Gordon  Pegue

continued on following page

August 10th 2006
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

Directors present:  Judy Stanley (President), Becky Ramotowski 
(Vice president), Dan Clark (Treasurer), Gordon Pegue 
(Secretary), Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, Dee Friesen, Tom 
Graham, Shane Ramotowski, Sy Santos, and Steve Welch.

Directors absent:  Larry Cash, Dick Fate, and Shannon Mann.

Observers present:  Karen Keese.

Meeting called to order at 7:04 pm.

Corrections to the July Minutes
None to report.

Correspondence
a.  Shane reported on an e-mail he had received from a Mr. 

Stacey Boyne, Parks and Recreation manager for the City of 
Edgewood.  In the e-mail, Mr. Boyne was requesting TAAS’ 
assistance in setting up a star party.  Judy volunteered to 
coordinate the details with Mr. Boyne.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances (as of the end of July):

General Fund:  $  5,402.47
GNTO Fund:   $  5,703.48
Education Fund:  $  3,920.48
Dark Sky Fund:  $     722.26
Special Projects Fund: $  3,310.18
Science Fair Fund:  $     200.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $19,258.87  

(Decrease of $146.07)

Total membership count (all categories): 400 (No change)

Event Retrospect
a.  The Saturday, July 8th General Meeting at Regener Hall featured 

an interesting presentation to about 70 folks on the current 
developments and technology advances in the field of space 
elevators by Dr. Anders Jorgensen of LANL.

b.  The Saturday, July 22nd GNTO observing session was 
predominantly cloudy with a great lightning show for the very 
modest turnout of members present.

c.  Our third Oak Flat Star Party of the season on Saturday, July 
29th was completely “washed out” due to rainy weather.

Calendar & Event Prospect
a.  Please refer to the full TAAS Calendar of Events, elsewhere 

in this issue of the Sidereal Times, for the complete event 
schedule.

b.  Event highlights include:
1.  Our fourth Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season is 

scheduled for Saturday, August 19th.  Britney Cavitt is 
the coordinating contact for this event.

2.  The 2nd Annual Messier SIG Pot Luck is scheduled for 
Sunday, August 20th at Dee Friesen’s home.  Kickoff is 

at 4pm.
3.  The Saturday, August 26th GNTO observing session will 

be a “new moon” event.  A special observing event, this 
observing session will include the inaugural Celestial 
Scavenger Hunt – a summer “Messier Marathon” 
– with a list of objects put together by our own Barry 
Spletzer.

4.  Our first school star party of the new school year is 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 29th.  Refer to the 
Education Outreach report for more details.

5.  The Saturday, September 9th General Meeting at Regener 
Hall will feature a presentation on the light transmission 
characteristics of various types and brands of eyepieces 
by Mr. David Hall.

6.  Our fifth and final Oak Flat Public Star Party of the 
season is scheduled for Saturday, September 16th.  A 
coordinating contact for this event is needed.

7.  The Saturday, September 23rd GNTO observing session 
will be a “new moon” event.

8.  Our second school star party of the new school year 
is scheduled for Tuesday, September 26th at Griegos 
Elementary.

9.  The Saturday, September 30th GNTO observing session 
will feature additional member activities including an 
Equinox picnic, training sessions, and constellation 
tours.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurers Report provided by 

Dan: 247 full, 101 family, 11 educator, 7 honorary and 34 
complementary members comprise the total membership of 
TAAS.

Judy noted that the work on updating the membership 
packet is still continuing with some coordination between the 
Committee and the Webmaster having taken place.

b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.

c.  Education:  See the Education Outreach report elsewhere in 
this issue of the newsletter for details on outreach activities.

1.  Judy reported on behalf of Shannon that a meeting of the 
Education Committee took place recently.  Among the 
updates that Judy provided were:

a.  Portable planetarium (Starlab) training is 
progressing.

b.  The Starlab is in use at Chaco.
c.  The Committee has formulated three (3) event 

offering levels for school star parties: i) A “Star 
Team Star Party” – includes deep involvement 
by teachers from the targeted school; ii) A “Star 
Party” – the more traditional scopes and docents 
event that we have been providing for many years, 
and iii) A “Scopes Only Event” – self explanatory.

d.  Bob Haviland is heading up the NASA Planet Quest 
program for TAAS.

d.  Grants and Other Income:  No report.
e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):

1.  Messier 2005:  Dee reported on the following upcoming 
SIG events:

     a.  Observing at Oak Flat Saturday, August 19th
     b.  SIG Pot Luck at Dee’s home Sunday, August 20th

     c.  Observing at GNTO Saturday, August 26th
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Board Minutes, continued

2.  ATM:  Ray noted that a new venue for the ATM SIG has 
been secured.  It is the Manzano Mesa Multigenerational 
Center at 501 Elizabeth Ave SE and SIG meetings are 
scheduled for the 1st Wednesday and 3rd Monday of each 
month.  For more information, contact Ray Collins.

3.  Dark Sky:  Discussion of Dark Sky related issues included 
a lengthy treatment of how TAAS should respond to 
the request by the Sandia Ranger District (SRD) for 
public input on the proposal by the City to put “Lights 
on the Crest” one night during the Balloon Fiesta.  Dee 
motioned that Ray Collins (who volunteered) draft a 
letter on behalf of the Board to the SRD expressing our 
concern about the potential impact on the quality of our 
night skies this proposal has.  Pete seconded and after 
some information coordination issues were resolved, 
the motion carried with 6 in favor, 2 opposed and 2 
abstentions.

Old Business
a.  Dee presented a brief report regarding the recently held 

second Astronomy Day planning meeting.  Dee reported 
that the Astronomy Day Coordinating Council consists of: 
Skip White – operations; Karen Keese – public relations; 
Jane Aubele – activities; Rich Chapman – political; and Len 
Duda – funding.  The date established for the event is April 
21st, 2007, in alignment with National Astronomy Day.  The 
event venue will be somewhere in the neighborhood of the 
museums downtown on 18th street, and observing activities 
are also being planned for the UNM Campus Observatory that 
evening.

b.  Discussion concerning George Pellegrino’s new award 
resolution request was tabled until the next Board meeting.

c.  Judy noted that volunteers are still being sought for the 
Nomination Committee, whose defined task is the selection 
of the slate of Officer candidates for the 2007 administrative 
year.  She also noted that Becky has withdrawn from and 
Beverly Firth has joined the committee.

d.  Sy reported that she had received some feedback from a contact 
at the City Parks and Recreation Dept. concerning the idea of 
hosting a star party sometime during the Balloon Fiesta.  She 
indicated that the restrictive nature of the “rules of operation” 
made it difficult at best to hold an event, and the consensus of 
the Board was to drop the idea.

e.  Dan reported that a cache of TAAS license plates has been 
recovered and asked the Board for guidance in pricing and 
what fund the proceeds should be entered into.  Karen noted 
that when she was VP a number of years ago, it was her 
recollection that the price established at that time was $5 each 
with proceeds directed to the General Fund.  Gordon confirmed 
Karen’s recollection and the consensus of the Board was to 
retain these directives.

New Business
a.  Judy introduced Karen Keese to the Board and allowed her to 

present her request that she be allowed to review any official 
TAAS correspondence directed to the LoPresti company 
regarding the design and development of the new light-weight 
performance aircraft manufacturing facility to be constructed 
near Alexander Airport north of GNTO.  After a discussion 
about the ramifications and benefits of Karen’s request, it was 
the consensus of the Board that Karen be allowed to review 
any LoPresti correspondence in her capacity as TAAS’ Public 
Relations officer.  On the larger issue of how TAAS should 
organize and deal with all potential future developments 

on the mesa around GNTO and the impact of poor lighting 
design on the quality of our night skies there, Pete and Becky 
suggested that a subcommittee be formed with the stated task 
of preparing a strategic plan, to be presented to the Board at a 
future meeting, describing the means, methods, and protocol of 
responding to and coordinating with the various governmental 
and local entities in a timely, constructive, and proactive 
fashion.  Staffing of the subcommittee was discussed next, 
with the Board accepting the suggestion that David Penasa -- 
in his capacity as a Registered Professional Lighting Engineer, 
Pete – in his capacity as GNTO Director, Karen, Steve, Tom, 
and one or two other TAAS-member local-area residents 
comprise the subcommittee, subject of course, to participant 
acceptance.  Finally, it was suggested by Karen and Gordon 
that Board micro-management of the subcommittee and the 
resultant plan would not be a good idea.

b.  Pete noted that a recent hardware failure on our Web server--
currently housed in an office at P and A--resulted in our Web 
page being down for a couple of days.  He indicated that he was 
able to get the server (his personal property) back up but noted 
that maybe it’s time that we, as an organization, consider the 
possibility and benefits of having our Web page hosted by an 
independent commercial Web hosting company.  He offered 
some pricing and storage figures for utilizing the service 
provided to Costco members.  Shane suggested more research 
be undertaken if we decide to go this route.  Consensus of the 
Board was that this issue is important but that we should do 
our research before committing to a decision.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10pm.

The Shuttle Training Aircraft or STA flies by the shuttle 
Discovery after mission STS 121 landed, July 17, 2006. 
Piloting the STA was Triple Nickel, who recently spoke at 
the TAAS general meeting. During launch and landing 
of the shuttle, the STA, a highly modified Gulfstream 
II corporate jet, flies shuttle approaches and checks the 
weather in the launch and landing area. The shuttle has 
three primary landing sites: Florida’s Shuttle Landing 
Facility or SLF, California’s Edwards Air Force Base, and 
New Mexico’s White Sands Space Harbor.
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A d v e r t i s e r s

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow 
a TAAS telescope. 

Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 
296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can 
choose from scopes with   

apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.
Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current 

TAAS members.  Offer is first 
come first served.  Late comers will be put on a 

waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost sleep or 
other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O
Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  If 
your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested in the idea 
of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is investigating the 
interest in and options for a car-pool program to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or suggestions, 
please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other member of the 
GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-1593 or friesend@
comcast.net. The GNTO e-mail address is GNTO@TAAS.org.

The landing was in the afternoon. Touchdown was at 3:17 PM EST, and 
6 hours later, Neil Armstrong’s immortal words rang out from the television. 
(I think Buzz Aldrin actually spoke the first words from the moon, BTW: “...
Contact light...Okay, engine stop…”) Sometime after the touchdown, Des must 
have taken out the telescope during a lull in the coverage. As I recall, there was 
a planned rest period after the landing, and two of the three networks cut 
away for regular programming.  However, Neil and Buzz skipped the rest 
period (sleep after landing on the moon?  Ha!). I remember hearing Buzz tell 
the story about 20 years later.  As Buzz told it, that was the stupidest thing the 
mission planners ever did, but the astronauts didn’t want to challenge it until 
they were safely on the moon. They feared that the mission planners would 
delay the landing to accommodate the sleep time. In any case, mankind’s 
first steps on the moon took place while the moon was still slightly above the 
horizon from where I was located. 

The next day, while they were still on the moon, the moon rose over south 
Florida before they took off, but it was cloudy again. For me, it would be 
several missions later before I would actually gaze at the moon with my eyes 
while humans were standing on the surface.

July 20, 1969, was an amazing day. Even as a teenager, I knew that it was 
an amazing time to be alive to witness such a thing. How fortunate we are 
to have been alive during this time in mankind’s history! How fortunate and 
lucky I have been, especially. I went to the Cape and witnessed every manned 
Saturn V launch, including all the moon launches! Incredible stuff, as you say, 
Gordon. As Dee Friesen said, definitely something that made me proud of my 
country and proud of my species.

Fast forward to 3 years after July 20, 1969. Gene Cernan’s last words 
while standing on the surface of the moon still echo in my mind: “...America’s 
challenge of today has forged man’s destiny of tomorrow.  And as we leave 
the moon and Taurus Littrow...we leave as we came, and, God willing, as we 
shall return...with peace and hope, for all mankind...” I used those very words 
as an audio landscape for a video I made over 10 years ago about The Case for 
Mars—plans my friends and colleagues made for the inevitable (we’re sure!) 
human exploration of the planet Mars. On to Mars!

F i r s t  M o o n  L a n d i n g ,  continued from page 4 
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2 0 0 6  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

 Public Relations Officer   Karen Keese   261-0040(C)  pr@taas.org
TAAS Web Master    Alan Scott    864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor    Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
Newsletter Printer/Proofing   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator    Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
Telescope Curator    Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist    Pat Appel    292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Ray Collins    344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
UNM Observatory Coordinator   Steven “Doc” Kemp   892-7934(H)  unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator    David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
Membership Coordinator   Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org

Judy Stanley
President

president@taas.org
Judy@taas.org
269-4833 (H)

Becky Ramotowski
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
Becky@taas.org

286-8334 (H)

Gordon Pegue
Secretary

secretary@taas.org
Gordon@taas.org

332-2523 (H)

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
Dan@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
Pete@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Dee Friesen
Director 

Dee@taas.org
856-1593 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
Larry@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Shane Ramotowski
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
Shane@taas.org

286-8334 (H)

Shannon Mann
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
Shanon@taas.org

771-0126 (H)

Ray Collins
Director

Ray@taas.org
344-9686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

Richard@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Tom Graham
Director

Tom@taas.org
897-9034 (H)

Sy Santos
Director

Sy@taas.org
269-3461 (H)

Steve Welch
Director

Steve@taas.org
866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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