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C o s m i c  C a r n i v a l

exhibits, and experiences to all visitors. The 
usual solar observing and telescope activities 
will also be present. 

An event of this scope will require 
the support and participation of all TAAS 
members as well as other people interested in 
promoting science and astronomy in the New 
Mexico community. More information will be 
provided as the event planning continues. In 
the near future a Web site will be established 
to provide the latest information. 

On Wednesday September 27 there 
will be an event at the museums in Old 
Town know as Teacher Crawl. It is an annual 
event hosted by the museums for the science 
teachers in the area. Cosmic Carnival will 
have an information booth at the event. Two 
volunteers are needed from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
to talk with teachers, hand out information, 
and collect contact information. 

All TAAS members are encouraged 
to get involved and make Cosmic Carnival a 
success. Please direct any questions to Dee 
Friesen, 856-1593 or friesend@comcast.net.

Dee Friesen

For over 15 years, TAAS has 
coordinated a local astronomy event in 
conjunction with National Astronomy Day. 
The usual venue for the local Astronomy 
Day was one of the shopping malls. 
However, the malls are no longer willing 
to provide space for the event, and so a 
new approach was needed. For the past 
three months, a number of TAAS members 
and other interested persons have worked 
together to brainstorm a fresh slant to this 
annual event. The new concept will expand 
activities beyond the traditional Astronomy 
Day activities.

Four museums in Old Town, 
Albuquerque, the Atomic Museum, the 
Explora Science Center, the Lodestar 
Astronomy Center, and the New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History, have all agreed 
to participate with the local astronomy 
groups in presenting Cosmic Carnival. 
Invitations are once again being extended 
to the past Astronomy Day exhibitors to 
participate, and other science groups are also 
being invited. Together, all the groups will 
provide exciting and challenging activities, 
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Judy Stanley

G eneral  Me eting  News
Becky Ramotowski

CLOUDY PLAN

The fourth weekend in September offered astronomy fans several organized star parties. Many hours of planning, 
preparing, and organizing went into these events in hopes of making each star party memorable for the attendees. 

I was scheduled to deliver the keynote presentation at the White Sands Star party. One week before the event, 
organizers had to cancel due to the tremendous amounts of standing water from our very active monsoon season. I 
decided to attend the Pie in the Sky Star Festival in Pie Town, NM (40 miles west of the VLA on Hwy 60). 

Organizers for this event were Michael Robinson and his wife Sue. They had secured the local ball field, Jackson Park, 
for the event. The advertisements had gone out in Sky and Telescope magazine and the local papers. Pie Town residents 
were gearing up for the star festival by baking pies, brewing strong coffee, and opening up the concession stand. 

The weather report was not in our favor. However, my daughter, Sally, and I packed up and hit the road as we were 
determined to support this event. The drive to Pie Town was beautiful. Wildflowers, wildlife, and of course the radio 
telescopes of the VLA make for a beautiful scenic drive. Science and beauty for miles and miles!

The clouds hung around all night and even sprinkled us with raindrops every now and then. We packed up our 
equipment around 9:30p.m. and headed for the concession stand for some of that pie and coffee. The wind picked 
up, the rain remained sporadic, the temperature dropped. We all crowded in the concession stand, elbow to elbow, 
introducing ourselves, eating pie, and getting to know one another. We were speculating about the skies at other star 
parties and already planning for next year.

Most were disappointed that we not able to observe. I was too; however, crammed in the concession stand meeting new 
friends, sharing great pie, being with my wonderful daughter, and planning for next year’s event, was a great cloudy 
plan. The stars are patiently waiting! 

If you would like more information about observing in Pie Town please contact me at: jstanley@unm.edu.

Your humble president 

Dr. McGraw will describe the development by UNM of an exciting new special-purpose telescope that will be 
placed at McDonald Observatory, near Fort Davis, Texas, once built.  The telescope will be ground-based and will 
not move to survey the sky.  This non-movement will allow more precise measurement since it is fixed to the Earth.  
Called the CCD/Transit Instrument with Innovative Instrumentation, or CTI-II, it will only operate in transit mode 
and observe patches of sky passing overhead as the Earth rotates.

According to Dr. McGraw, “Our goal is to acquire the most precise photometric and astrometric measurements ever 
made from the ground. This level of precision enables whole new areas of astrophysical research.”

The TAAS General Meeting is held at Regener Hall on the Main Campus of UNM. The meeting is free and open to 
the public. Start time is 7PM, with a social hour after the meeting. Join us!

TAAS General Meeting October 7 at Regener Hall: John T. McGraw, PhD, Professor Physics and Astronomy, UNM
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

The weather finally cooperated for some good observing 
on August 26. We had eleven telescopes in operation, as 
well as several folks using only binoculars. Our attendance 
was around 30 people. Barry Spletzer unveiled his new 
“Celestial Scavenger Hunt” observing marathon, and 
most of us made a game attempt to log the objects from 
his extensive list, which blended Messier objects and our 
TAAS 200 observing list. On the list this time were 217 
objects, using a horizon cutoff of 10 degrees. In the future, 
Barry may increase the horizon cut off to 15 or 20 degrees, 
since objects low in the west were difficult to see. 

A slight breeze kept the newly hatched mosquito population 
at bay for most of the evening. The lighting from distant 
thunderstorms provided a light show throughout most of 
the evening, although the skies over the observing field 
remained free of clouds. Although the observing list was 
designed to go until dawn, most folks packed up just after 
midnight, with the last few folks leaving around 2:00 
A.M. 

Steve Welch spent quite a bit of time cleaning the guest 
trailer after we discovered that a mouse had taken up 
residence. Bill Wallace also helped with the cleanup. There 
was a bit of excitement when the resident mouse was chased 
out of the trailer, and made a brief attempt to climb up Bill’s 
leg as it exited the trailer. Steve then worked on installing a 
metal barrier at the bottom of the main dome door to help 
prevent critters from gaining access to the building. 

Eight people attended our GNTO committee meeting on 
August 31. Participants included Larry Cash, Ray Collins, 
Eric Edwards, Pete Eschman, Dale Murray, Gordon Pegue, 
Bill Wallace and Steve Welch. We started with a discussion 
on maintenance and improvement needs. Bill’s preference 
is to weed by hand, rather than spraying herbicide, so this 
is the method we will use for weed control. We plan to 
put out some traps to help control critters that find their 
way into the guest trailer and main dome building. We are 
planning to get a few better eyepieces to use on the 16” 
f4.5 GNTO loaner telescope that Jim Lawrence rebuilt. If 
anyone has any medium grade eyepieces or barlows they 
would like to donate, please let us know.

In an earlier GNTO article, I indicated that several 

developments are in the planning and implementation 
stages near the Belen Municipal Airport. As a result of the 
GNTO Mesa Development Team meeting and subsequent 
e-mail exchanges, a Strategic Plan and letter to LoPresti 
Aviation have been approved by our TAAS Board of 
Directors. The letter has been sent, so we hope to establish 
a dialog with LoPresti Aviation about good lighting soon.

Our remaining scheduled event for September is the 
GNTO Open House, Equinox Picnic, Introductory 
Sessions and Constellation Tours on September 30. The 
GNTO Open House will start at 3:00 P.M. Whether or not 
you are new to GNTO, this is the perfect opportunity to 
visit GNTO for the first time, or to visit again to check on 
recent site improvements. The Fall Equinox Picnic will 
start 5:30 p.m., consisting of our usual semi-coordinated 
mix of potluck dishes and good fortune. The barbecue grill 
will be available for those who want to use it. Hot dogs and 
hamburgers will be provided. 

Sunset is at 6:52 p.m. on September 30, so we will begin the 
Introduction to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope session 
at 6:45 p.m. This introduction covers most of the equipment 
used at GNTO, from the Isengard 16” reflector down to our 
6” and 16” loaner dobsonian scopes. Once the skies are 
dark enough, we will offer another episode of our popular 
two-part Constellation Tours, hosted by Larry Cash and 
Karen Keese. If enough people are interested, we may offer 
an Introduction to GNTO Astro Computing Resources 
prior to the constellation tours. This second introductory 
session covers computer hardware and astronomy-related 
software available at GNTO. 

As the evening progresses we will also have a chance to 
run a Half Messier Marathon along with portions of Barry 
Spletzer’s Summer Celestial Scavenger Hunt. Barry says he 
has added some neat double stars this time! 

continued on page 4
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Map courtesy of Barry Gordon

P l a c i t a s  S t a r  P a r t y
Saturday, October 14

Shannon Mann

It is once again time for the very popular TAAS / Las Placitas Association (LPA) Star 
Party. The date is October 14th, a Saturday as usual.  As has been the case in the last 
several years, we will be holding it along the private dirt road just east of the Homestead 
Shopping Center in Placitas (please see accompanying map.) Be sure to take exit 242 and 
head east about 2.4 miles.

As noted, this is one of TAAS’ more popular events, and with the very fine event last year, 
attendance can be expected to be quite heavy. Recent Placitas Star Parties have featured 
‘scope/docent counts in the twenties, all of them kept busy throughout the evening. It’s a 
telescopes-only event, but an event where a lot of telescopes are needed--in other words:  
it needs you!

If you can make it, please respond to mann_shannon@comcast.net, 771-0126.

G N T O  N e w s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

Steve Welch plans to offer a CCD 
Imaging demonstration using 
equipment set up in our 10-foot 
dome. Be sure to mark your 
calendars now for this opportunity 
to learn about your observatory and 
enjoy the relaxed company of fellow 
observers. Between the open house, 
picnic, training and constellation 
tours, this will be a great chance to 
visit GNTO, especially if it is your 
first time at your observatory!

Our next “New Moon” observing 
opportunity will be October 21. We 
have scheduled a Fall Maintenance 
Session for October 28, and we are 
looking forward to your help. We 
plan some easy site cleanup and 
maintenance, so no skills required. 
This will be a perfect chance to 
give back to your observatory, and 
we are looking forward to a big 
turnout. So mark October 28 on 
your calendar today, and I’ll have 
more details for you later. 

With all the great equipment and 
facilities at GNTO, you really 
should plan a trip to GNTO soon. 
Why wait? 

GNTO committee meetings are 
open to any interested TAAS 
members and this is a great way 
to get more involved with your 
observatory. We need your help. 
Our next scheduled meetings are 
September 28 and October 26. We 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant 
on Eubank just north of I-40. If you 
have questions about GNTO, please 
contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@
taas.org, phone 873-1517). 
I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory.
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the 
November 2006 issue of the Sidereal Times 
will be Friday, October 20.  Please submit text 
as an attachment, preferably in Microsoft 
Word. The e-mail address for the newsletter 
editor is editor@taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( A u g u s t  2 0 0 6 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 244 247 -3
Family 106 101 5
Educational 11 11 0
Total Paid 361 359 2
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 34 0
Total Members 402 400 2  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S 

General: Howard Austin, Albert Brettner 
Ryan Luetkemeyer,  James Hickerson, 
Katherine Rust
Educational: Dale Murray

 Dark Sky: Ed Juddo,  Larry O’Hanlon, 
Katherine Rust

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of new member and 
renewal policy.
Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will 
be dated on the first of next month 
no matter when during the month 
they arrive. This will help with the 
database reports and queries.
There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 

T A A S  M e m b e r s

CAROLINE BLANKENSHIP 
J. C. KANE 

KATHLEEN DUNN-KANE
PETER KANE

MYRNA DINGMAN
ROBERT MILLER

ELIJAH O’HANLON
LESLIE O’HANLON
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1 2
ATM Meeting

3 4 5
Board
Meeting

6 7
TAAS General 
Meeting

8 9
NM Night Sky 
Appreciation
Day (Night)

10 11 12 13 14
Placitas Star
Party

15 16 17 18 19 20
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

21
GNTO 
Star Party

22 23 24
TBD School

  Star 
    Party  

25 26
GNTO
Committee

27
Edgewood 
Star Party

28
GNTO 
Fall 
Maintenance

29

              

30

              

31  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h    Shannon Mann 

Tuesday 09/26/06 Griegos Elementary School Star Party
 
Come join TAAS for our second SSP this Fall. This time the school is Griegos Elementary
located in the North Valley. We had a great star party here last year and ended up having perfect skies 
and a NASA research balloon to boot!
 
The school is located at 4040 San Isidro NW, which is near the corner of San Isidro and Candelaria. 
Actually you will want to travel north on San Isidro from Candelaria and will 
need to turn right (east) onto Van Cleave NW before entering the school grounds. Look for the TAAS 
orange cone as usual!
 
The event is officially scheduled from 7-9pm, but as usual please show around 6:15 to eat 
and set up. See you there. For additional information, contact Shannon Mann, Education Outreach 
Coordinator at education_coord@taas.org or 771-0126.

Event map: http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=4040+San+Isidro+NW,+Albuquerque,+NM+87107&ie=UTF8&z=14
&ll=35.133878,-106.654673&spn=0.031657,0.085144&t=h&om=0&iwloc=A

O c t o b e r  2 0 0 6

http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=4040+San+Isidro+NW,+Albuquerque,+NM+87107&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.133878,-106.654673&spn=0.031657,0.085144&t=h&om=0&iwloc=A
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=4040+San+Isidro+NW,+Albuquerque,+NM+87107&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.133878,-106.654673&spn=0.031657,0.085144&t=h&om=0&iwloc=A


The Sidereal Times October 2006

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 7

1 2
Board
Meeting

3 4
TAAS General 
Meeting

5 6
ATM Meeting

7 8 9 10 11
GNTO 
Training

12 13 14 15 16 17
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

18
GNTO 
Star Party

19 20 21
    

22 23 24 25

26 27

               

28 TBD 
School Star

Party

29 30
GNTO
Committee

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Saturday, October 7, 2006
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

UNM’s New CCD/Transit Instrument

John T. McGraw, PhD
UNM Professor of Physics and Astronomy

TAAS General Meeting

N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 6
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s Gordon  Pegue

continued on following page

September 7th 2006
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building 

Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors  present:    Judy  Stanley  (President),  Gordon  Pegue 
(Secretary), Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, Dick Fate, 
Tom Graham, Shannon Mann, Shane Ramotowski, Sy Santos 
and Steve Welch.

Directors  absent:    Becky  Ramotowski  (Vice  president),  Dan 
Clark (Treasurer), and Dee Friesen.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm.

Corrections to the August Minutes
None to report.

Correspondence
None to report.

Treasurers Report
Report documents provided by Judy on behalf of Dan.
Account balances (as of the end of August):

General Fund:    $  5,995.77
GNTO Fund:    $  5,970.48
Education Fund:  $  3,935.48
Dark Sky Fund:   $     747.26
Special Projects Fund:  $  3,310.18
Science Fair Fund:  $     200.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $20,159.17   

(Increase of $900.30)

Total membership count (all categories): 402 
(Increase of 2)

Event Retrospect
a.  The Saturday, August 12th General Meeting at Regener 

Hall featured a lively swap meet and a brief presentation 
on  the  construction  activities  at  the  Magdalena  Ridge 
Observatory.

b.  Our fourth Oak Flat Star Party of the season on Saturday, 
August  19th  was  completely  “washed  out”  due  to 
exceptionally rainy weather.

c.  The Messier SIG Pot Luck held on Sunday, August 20th 
attracted 30 TAAS members.

d.  The Saturday, August 26th GNTO observing session was 
delightfully clear with 11 scopes in use by some 30 folks.  
The  Celestial  Scavenger  Hunt,  a  list  of  217  deep-sky 
objects put together by Barry Spletzer, was also enjoyed 
by many in attendance.

e.   Our  first school star party of  the new school year was 
held at Alameda Elementary on the evening of Tuesday, 
August 29th.   Some 75 children, parents, and teachers 
were treated to views of the night skies by the 6 TAAS 
docents in attendance.

Calendar & Event Prospect
a.    Please  refer  to  the  full  TAAS  Calendar  of  Events, 

elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Sidereal Times,  for  the 
complete event schedule.

b.    Shane  reported  that  he  had  been  approached  about 
TAAS  hosting  another  edition  of  the  Edgewood  Star 
Party  and  requested  these  possible  calendar  dates: 
Friday, October 20th,  Friday, October 27th  or Saturday, 
October  28th.    Consensus  of  the  Board  was  to  have 
Shane  advise  the  Edgewood  folks  about  these  open 
dates and to select one.

c.  Event highlights include:
1.    Our  fifth  and  final  Oak  Flat  Public  Star  Party  of 

the season is scheduled for Saturday, September 
16th.  Dale Murray is the coordinating contact for 
this event.

2.    The  Saturday,  September  23rd  GNTO  observing 
session will be a “new moon” event.

3.   Our  second school  star party of  the new school 
year  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  September  26th 
at  Griegos  Elementary.    For  more  information, 
contact Tom Graham.

4.    The  Saturday,  September  30th  GNTO  observing 
session  will  feature  additional  member  activities 
including an Open House, Equinox picnic, training 
sessions,  constellation  tours,  and  a  another 
opportunity to partake of the Celestial Scavenger 
Hunt.

5.    The  Saturday,  October  7th  General  Meeting  at 
Regener  Hall  will  feature  a  presentation  on  the 
activities  involving  a  UNM  telescope  project  at 
McDonald  Observatory  in  Texas  by  Dr.  John 
McGraw.

6.    The  2006  edition  of  the  Placitas  Star  Party  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  October  14th.    Contact 
the  event  owner,  Shannon  Mann,  for  more 
information.

7.    The  Saturday,  October  21st  GNTO  observing 
session will be a “new moon” event.

8.  Our third school star party of the new school year 
is scheduled for Tuesday, October 24th.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurers Report provided 

by  Dan:  244  full,  106  family,  11  educator,  7  honorary 
and  34  complementary  members  comprise  the  total 
membership of TAAS.

Judy  noted  that  the  work  on  updating  the 
membership packet is still continuing and that she would 
be meeting with Beverly Firth very soon to get a status 
report on the progress.

b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.

c.  Education:  No report.
See  the Education Outreach  report elsewhere 

in  this  issue  of  the  newsletter  for  details  on  outreach 
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Board Minutes, continued

activities.
d.  Grants and Other Income:  No report.
e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):

1.  Messier 2005:  No report.

2.  ATM:  Ray noted that a method of storing the ATM 
supplies is needed, preferably in a wheeled form.  
Steve  offered  to  donate  a  wheeled  AV  cabinet.  
Ray gratefully  accepted  the donation.   Ray also 
reminded the Board that ATM SIG meetings take 
place  at  the  Manzano  Mesa  Multigenerational 
Center at 501 Elizabeth Ave SE and meetings are 
scheduled for the 1st Wednesday and 3rd Monday 
of each month.

3.  Dark Sky:  Pete noted that a move is afoot to form 
a  State  Chapter  of  the  International  Dark-Sky 
Association (IDA).

Old Business
a.  Judy noted that due to Dee’s absence, he would provide 

a  full  report  on  the  progress  of  the  Astronomy  Day 
planning group at the next Board meeting.

b.   On behalf of Elisheva Levin, Sy made a request for an 
allocation of funds to provide decorative, astronomically-
themed  table  centerpieces  for  our  upcoming  Winter 
Solstice banquet.  After a brief discussion, Ray moved 
that  $100  of  General  Fund  monies  be  allocated  for 
the  request.    Tom  seconded  and  the  motion  carried 
unanimously.

c.   Discussion concerning George Pellegrino’s new award 
resolution  request  was  tabled  until  the  next  Board 
meeting.

d.  Judy noted that she and Beverly Firth would be meeting 
soon to discuss their Nomination Committee business.

e.  Pete reported on behalf of the GNTO Mesa Development 
Team that the Strategic Plan was ready for review and 
approval.    He  passed  out  copies  of  the  Plan,  it  was 
reviewed and unanimously approved by the assembled 
Board.  He also passed out copies of the letter that the 
Team intends to send to LoPresti.  It too was reviewed 
and unanimously approved with some minor corrections 
and improvements suggested by the assembled Board.  
Judy will  conduct a  final  review of  the corrected  letter 
prior to its mailing.

f.  Pete noted that he had completed some more research 
into  the  possibility  of  having  our  Web  site  hosted  by 
a  commercial  hosting  company.    He  indicated  that 
fallback hardware  is available for use  in the event  that 
our  current  Web  server  fails  but  noted  that  additional 
safety precautions had been recently implemented and 
that based on  this, he  felt  that  the  issue of  the health 
of our Web server should be placed  in a “monitor and 
report” status.

g.  Shannon reported that he is acting in an official capacity 
with  the  Sandia  Pueblo  government  to  monitor  the 
placement of artistic, decorative  lighting  fixtures along 
the  ridge  line  of  the  Sandia  mountains  for  a  one-

time,  one-night  special  event  in  conjunction  with  the 
Albuquerque Tri-Centennial and the Balloon Fiesta.

New Business
a.   Shannon spoke about  some aerial photographic maps 

of  the  Oak  Flat  area  that  he  recently  composed  and 
requested  guidance  on  publishing  and  adding  links 
to  the  maps  on  our  Web  site.    Shannon  was  advised 
to  coordinate  the  implementation  of  this  task  with  the 
Webmaster.

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm.

S p e c t a c u l a r  S e a s o n  F i n a l e
 a t  O a k  F l a t 

Dale Murray

How do you end a season where nearly every Oak 
Flat Star Party was rained out? You have one last 
great night of viewing!  The last Oak Flat event 
of the season was spectacular. The September 
16th weather was not only dry but the skies were 
cloudless, transparent, and still. We had about 25 
scopes ranging in size from small refractors to 
18-inch reflectors. The public turnout was also 
very good with around 175 people, including 
a Girl Scout troop.  Dee Friesen conducted a 
beginner’s sky tour highlighting the late summer 
constellations, and there were enough scopes to 
keep the lines relatively short. There also seemed 
to be a greater amount of picnicking than usual, so 
a fine time was had by all. 
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A d v e r t i s e r s

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O
Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  If 
your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested in the idea 
of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is investigating the 
interest in and options for a car-pool program to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or suggestions, 
please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other member of the 
GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-1593 or friesend@
comcast.net. The GNTO e-mail address is GNTO@TAAS.org.

Free Telescope Offer

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow 

a TAAS telescope. 

Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 

296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can 

choose from scopes with   

apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current 

TAAS members.  Offer is first 

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a 

waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost 
sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.
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2 0 0 6  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

 Public Relations Officer   Karen Keese   261-0040(C)  pr@taas.org
TAAS Web Master    Alan Scott    864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor    Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
Newsletter Printer/Proofing   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator    Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
Telescope Curator    Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist    Pat Appel    292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Ray Collins    344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
UNM Observatory Coordinator   Steven “Doc” Kemp   892-7934(H)  unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator    David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
Membership Coordinator   Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
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Director / Events Coordinator
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Shane@taas.org

286-8334 (H)

Shannon Mann
Director / Education Coordinator
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Shanon@taas.org

771-0126 (H)
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Director

Ray@taas.org
344-9686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

Richard@taas.org
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Director
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897-9034 (H)
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Director
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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