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I N S I D E

Dee Friesen

The recent Mercury transit that was observed in 
Albuquerque Old Town has clearly demonstrated that 
the concept of having next year’s Astronomy Day in the 
museum complex is doable. You can visit the following 
Web site for more photos of the event:

http://picasaweb.google.com/Messier2006/MercuryTransit

TAAS member Patricia Rose has volunteered to be the 
volunteer coordinator for Cosmic Carnival. If you can help 
out, please contact Patricia at patr818@aol.com.

If you have any questions call or email me--856-1593, 
Dee@taas.org.

Mercury Transit Shows
Cosmic Carnival Plan Feasible

Cosmic Carnival Volunteers Sought

Gabrielle Edwards observes the transit of Mercury at the 
Albuquerque Explora museum on November 8, 2006

Photo: Shannon Mann

Photo: Dee Friesen Channel 13 reporter interviews TAAS President Judy Stanley
 Photo: Patricia Rose

http://picasaweb.google.com/Messier2006/MercuryTransit
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Judy Stanley

Winter  Sols t ice  Banquet  News Becky Ramotowski

continued on page  3

This event is less than 2 weeks away..... 
The time has come once again to announce TAAS’ annual 
Winter Solstice Banquet. On Saturday, December 2, 2006, 6-8 
p.m., we will be gathering at Garduño’s on the Green to have 
fun, eat delicious food, enjoy challenging astro trivia, as well 
as garner some most excellent door prizes and recognize those 
who have achieved milestones during the past year.
 
This is a great time to socialize with fellow TAAS members 
and meet some new faces who have recently come aboard. The 
per-person price to our group is $20 inclusive, but the cost to 
TAAS members and their guests is only $10 per person! TAAS 
picks up the other $10 and you may bring up to 4 guests with 
you for this price.

There will be a cash bar set up for your enjoyment in 
Garduño’s private banquet area. 
 
The buffet will include: 
 
*    Savory Beef Brisket with BBQ Sauce 
*    Vegetarian Lasagna 
*    Vegetarian Potato Salad (with eggs) 
*    Baked Beans 

*    Corn 
*    Dinner Rolls with Butter 
*    Chilled Melon Wedges 
*    Peach Cobbler with Whipped Topping 
*    Iced Tea, Coffee, Lemonade
 
It is preferred that you send your checks or money orders to our 
treasurer, Dan Clark, at P.O. Box 50581, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87181-0581 no later than November 25th. Of course, 
nobody will be turned away for not paying in advance, but 
please call Sy Santos to RSVP by Tuesday, November 28th, 
at 890-1982 or e-mail her at SySantos@aol.com. RSVP’s are 
necessary so the restaurant can prepare the proper amount 
of food and also tabulate how much we will need to pay the 
restaurant.

 DIRECTIONS: Garduño’s on the Green is located at 9401 
Balloon Museum Dr., NE. From I-25/Alameda, head west on 
Alameda past Jefferson 2 streets. Turn right (north) on Balloon 
Museum Drive (the Balloon Fiesta office is on the corner) and 
follow the road until it ends. Turn left to go down the hill into 
Balloon Fiesta Park. Garduño’s on the Green is inside Balloon 
Fiesta Park.

TAAS needs YOU!

This year, serving as your president, has been a year of 
learning and growing. The opportunity has opened doors 
and allowed me to meet and make new friends, experience 
the business side of TAAS, and most importantly help 
shape the face of the amazing organization we call The 
Albuquerque Astronomical Society.

As this year comes to a close I offer a challenge to all 
TAAS members. The challenge is simply, “get involved in 
service to TAAS!” The rewards are many; the headaches 
are few (hee hee)! You just never know what will happen 
next! 

The following are three examples of the interesting and 
unique opportunities I have enjoyed while serving as 
president; the most recent being an encounter with a man 
who made a donation to our TAAS Library. 

As Dr. Woods was in the process of writing his article for 
the magazine, Mechanical Engineering, he contacted the 
TAAS Librarian to borrow a copy of Amateur Telescope 

Making, Book One. Discovering that the TAAS Library did 
NOT have a copy of the book, Dr. Woods purchased the book, 
used it for his article, and then donated the book to TAAS 
noting, “every astronomical library should have a copy of 
this book as it is the bible for telescope makers!” I would like 
to say “Thank you Dr. Woods for your contribution to the 
TAAS Library. It was a pleasure meeting you. I hope to see 
you at more TAAS General Meetings. Have you considered 
attending an ATM meeting?”

Back in March the Director of the Tenagra Observatory, 
Michael Schwartz , contacted TAAS in hopes that we would 
be able to pick up, literally, a ton of glass that he had just 
purchased from Kirtland AFB. The glass was picked up, 
stored, and later received by Michael upon returning from 
his trip to the other side of the world to witness the solar 
eclipse. This is a great example of the astronomy community 
supporting one another and working together as Michael has 
promised to serve as a speaker at a TAAS General Meeting 
in the coming year! 
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

We had a very successful “New Moon” observing event 
on October 21, with 20 people in attendance and 9 
telescopes in operation.  We met a week later on October 
28 for our GNTO Fall Cleanup.  This daytime event 
gave us an opportunity to get many things in order.  The 
observing field and some surrounding areas are now free 
of weeds.  We swept and vacuumed buildings, sorted 
tools and fasteners, and inventoried equipment.  The 10-
foot dome was caulked, the porch on the Robert Ortega 
building received a fresh coat of linseed oil and the 16” 
loaner scope was tuned up.  In addition to these major 
tasks, we completed a number of smaller jobs.  Thanks to 
the 14 folks who donated a good part of their Saturday 
to help out.  These kind and generous folks included 
Ariel Boston, Ray Collins, Tom Davies, Pete Eschman, 
Will Farrel, Dee Friesen, Carl Frisch, Jewel Karpel, Mike 
Kernodle, Bob Kyrlach, Dale Murray, Andrew Rodgers, 
Gordon Pegue, and Bill Wallace.

Nine people attended our GNTO committee meeting 
on October 26.  Participants included Larry Cash, Ray 
Collins, Tom Davies, Eric Edwards, Pete Eschman, Dee 
Friesen, Dale Murray, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch.  We 
discussed maintenance and improvement needs, and 
planned for our GNTO Fall Cleanup on October 28.  Bill 
reported on successful repairs to the guest trailer to keep 
pests out of the structure.  We decided to purchase a 
“Sight Saver” red shield for the GNTO laptop and will 
install a safety tether on the Astrometric hand pad.  Steve 
and I reported on the wireless access testing done on 
October 4, 6, 15, and 17.  

I reported on successful computer hardware and software 
upgrades.  Thanks to a computer donation arranged by 
Gordon from Chavez-Grieves Consulting Engineers, Inc., 
we now have a more capable machine in the computer 
room.  Steve donated a newer operating system for the 
GNTO laptop we keep in town for video outreach.  After 
reinstalling all of our applications on both machines, I 
recycled some of our old hardware.  We are still looking 
for a few good eyepieces for the 16” f4.5 GNTO loaner 
telescope that Jim Lawrence rebuilt.  If anyone has any 
medium grade eyepieces or a barlow they would like to 
donate or sell, your generosity will be much appreciated.  

Our training session on November 11 took place despite 
cloudy weather.  Thanks go to Bob Hufnagel for using 
the road dragger to smooth Twining Lane, and to Dee 

Friesen for conducting the “Introduction to GNTO and 
the Isengard.”  Nine people were at GNTO for this event, 
which wrapped up quite early due to extensive cloud 
cover.

Our scheduled event for December is a “New Moon” 
observing opportunity on December 16.  Our next GNTO 
training session is scheduled for January 13.  The Robert 
Ortega building is open and heated for all winter events.  
We’ve got a bunch of great equipment waiting for you at 
GNTO so you really should plan a trip to GNTO soon.  
Why wait?  

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members, and this is a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory.  We need your help.  
Our next scheduled meetings are November 30 and 
December 28.  There is no committee meeting scheduled 
for January.  We meet at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on 
Eubank just north of I-40.  If you have questions about 
GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, 
phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

Hosting visiting astronomers and interested groups from 
outside New Mexico has been very rewarding for me. One 
of the most memorable of all these groups was the Federal 
Circuit Bar Association. This group contacted TAAS by 
e-mail. The subject line of the e-mail was “motels and 
telescopes.” Needless to say, I almost deleted it without 
reading, but my curiosity got the better of me. The Federal 
Circuit Bar was holding their annual meeting at the 
Tamaya Resort. They hoped TAAS would bring scopes to 
the Tamaya, showing off the “enchanted skies” of New 
Mexico! Several TAAS Members showed up, putting on 
a great show. The group made a generous donation to 
the TAAS Education Fund and gave each TAAS member 
participating that night a beautiful pen and pencil set! 

Thanks to the TAAS membership for their confidence in 
me and for the opportunity to serve. The experiences I 
have related to you and the many others I have had while 
serving as your president have enriched my life and, I 
hope, the lives of others. This is what service to TAAS is 
all about. I invite you to experience it for yourself. Step 
up and volunteer! The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
needs you, and you may need TAAS!

Happy star trails to all…
Your Humble President

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e ,  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2
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“ G e o g r a p h e r s  o f 
M a r s ”  W i n s  P r i z e  f o r 
U N M  P r o f e s s o r

The History of Science 
Society Awards Geography 
Professor with 2006 Price 
Webster Award

UNM Geography Adjunct 
Assistant Professor K. Maria D. 
Lane was recently named the 
recipient of the Derek Price/Rod 
Webster Award for her article 
titled, “Geographers of Mars: 
Cartographic Inscription and 
Exploration Narrative in Late 
Victorian Representations of the 
Red Planet.” The award, given 
annually by the History of Science 
Society since 1979, recognizes 
the best work published in the 
Society’s journal Isis.

“Geographers of Mars” appeared 
in the December 2005 issue of Isis. 
In the article, Lane explains the 
power of Giovanni Schiaparelli’s 
1877 map of Mars in terms of 
19th-century geography – when 
“prestige inhered in putting things 
on the map, not taking them off.”

“By alerting us to the 
seductiveness of maps as 
representations of reality, to 
the role of visual intuition and 
deceptive analogy in reading maps 
and terrain, and to the rhetoric 
of place names in an imperial 
age,” said Committee Chair Karen 
Reeds. “It shows us how much 
historians of science have to learn 
from geographers.” 
 
The award, which carries a prize 
of $1,000, was formally presented 
recently at the History of Science 
Society annual meeting in 
Vancouver, BC.

  One Single Crystal

One single crystal whose pristine planes 
 Hook my eye away from the gaudier rocks…

This crystal felt untold heat, 
 The pressure of roiling rockmelt.

This crystal saw the ages pass it by
	 With	no	mar	on	its	flawless	face.

One single crystal bends the light from distant stars
	 And	reflects	it	in	your	clear	blue	eyes….

A	fleeting	singularity	between	the	long	slow	change	of	
 planets
 
And	the	mayfly	lives	we	lead.	

I wrote “One Single Crystal” a while ago, simply because of the nature of the science 
that I do that constantly brings me into contact with the beauties of nature at all 

scales from the astronomical to the microscopic.

P.J. Boston

Dick Fate Recovering from Surgery
Will Assist with Messier Binocular Program

I just had a wonderful conversation with our fellow TAAS member Dick 
Fate.  He is recovering well from the extensive surgery and beginning to get 
around on crutches.  He is in no pain and is able to sleep well. 
 
Dick wants to thank everyone at TAAS for their support, and he is eager to 
get back into the observing business. 
 
Dick is going to assist me with setting up our binocular observing program 
which will be a part of the Messier 2007 program.  I welcome anyone else 
who is interested and willing to help the binocular program get started.

Dee Friesen
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the January 
2007 issue of the Sidereal Times will be Friday, 
December 22, 2006.  Please submit text as an 
attachment, preferably in Microsoft Word. 
The e-mail address for the newsletter editor 
is editor@taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( O c t o b e r  2 0 0 6 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 219 242 -23
Family 90 103 -13
Educational 7 11 -4
Total Paid 316 356 -40
Honorary 7 7    0
Complimentary 34 34    0
Total Members 357 397 -40  

NOTE: Membership totals have been updated 
and corrected.

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S

General: Ryan Luetkemeyer, 
Brian Green

GNTO: Alan Scott

 Dark Sky: Esteban Muldavin,
 Alan Scott

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of new member and 
renewal policy.
Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will 
be dated on the first of next month 
no matter when during the month 
they arrive. This will help with the 
database reports and queries.
There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

SCOTT CHASE
BRIAN GREEN

CHARLES GREGG
LYNN GREGG

CATHERINE AND DAVID LAFFLER

November 8, 2006, Mercury transits the Sun.
Photo: Patricia Rose
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E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h    Shannon Mann 

D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 6

Alvarado Elementary School Star Party
Tuesday December 12, 2006 
 
Come join your fellow TAAS buddies for the last school star party 
of 2006! This school has never had a school star party before so 
let’s make this one a bang-up! The school is located in the North 
Valley very close to Los Ranchos at 1100 Solar Road NW. Please 
try and arrive as close as possible to 5:30 p.m. for setup and food 
- and look for the TAAS orange cone for your turn-in location. 
See you there. 
 
Shannon Mann 
Education Outreach Coordinator 
mann_shannon@comcast.net
 
Event map: http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1100+Sol
ar+Road+NW+Albuquerque,+NM+87107&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.1
53811,-106.653042&spn=0.031649,0.085745&om=1 

School star parties 
scheduled through March 2007

Tuesday, November 28, 2006:
 Inez Elementary School  

Tuesday, December 12, 2006: 
Alvarado Elementary School  
Tuesday, January 23, 2007:

 Zuni Elementary School 
Tuesday, February 20, 2007:

 Jimmy Carter Middle School 
Tuesday, March 20, 2007:

 Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary School

http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1100+Solar+Road+NW+Albuquerque,+NM+87107&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.153811,-106.653042&spn=0.031649,0.085745&om=1
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1100+Solar+Road+NW+Albuquerque,+NM+87107&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.153811,-106.653042&spn=0.031649,0.085745&om=1
http://www.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1100+Solar+Road+NW+Albuquerque,+NM+87107&ie=UTF8&z=14&ll=35.153811,-106.653042&spn=0.031649,0.085745&om=1
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1 2 3 ATM 
Meeting

4 5 6
TAAS General 
Meeting

7 8 9 10 11
Board
Meeting

12 13 GNTO 
Training, 
Observing

14 15 16 17 18 19
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

20
GNTO 
Observing

21 22 23 Zuni Elem.
School Star

Party
    

24 25 26 27

28

   

29

               

30 31

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

TAAS WINTER SOLSTICE BANQUET

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 7

Saturday, December 2, 2006
6:00 P.M.

Garduño’s on the Green 
9401 Balloon Museum Drive NE

In Balloon Fiesta Park
Albuquerque

Only $10 per person for members and up to 4 guests (half price!)

Call Sy Santos to RSVP by Tuesday, November 28, at 890-1982
 or e-mail her at SySantos@aol.com
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s Gordon  Pegue

continued on following page

November 2, 2006
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building 

Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES
Directors present:  Judy Stanley (President), Dan Clark 
(Treasurer), Gordon Pegue (Secretary), Larry Cash, Ray Collins, 
Pete Eschman, Dee Friesen, Tom Graham, Shannon Mann, and 
Sy Santos.

Directors absent:  Becky Ramotowski (Vice president), Dick 
Fate, Shane Ramotowski, and Steve Welch.

Observers present:  Peter Lipscomb.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Corrections to the October Minutes
None to report.

Correspondence
     Dee reported on a communication from the NM Museum of 

Natural History and Science inviting TAAS to participate 
in an upcoming exhibit presentation at the museum on 
November 18th and 19th.  The exhibit presentation, entitled 
“Startup,” is about high-tech equipment, and TAAS was 
invited to bring high-tech astronomy equipment and 
interested volunteers.  Dee is planning on tying this 
event in with “Cosmic Carnival.”  Interested participants 
should call him for more information.

Special Presentation
Judy introduced Peter Lipscomb, the new Director of the NM 
Heritage Preservation Alliance, Night Sky Program.  Peter 
gave a brief presentation on the Night Sky Program, its mission 
and objectives.  He noted that a primary purpose is to help 
people learn about the issues related to light pollution through 
education about the environment, proper lighting design, and 
our cultural heritage.  He will be working with our own David 
Penasa, Dark Sky SIG Coordinator.  Stay tuned for more 
information on activities and initiatives.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances (as of the end of October):

General Fund:  $  6,370.86
GNTO Fund:  $  6,244.48
Education Fund: $  3,574.77
Dark Sky Fund:  $     789.31
Special Projects Fund: $  3,310.18
Science Fair Fund: $     200.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $20,489.60  

(Increase of $404.11)

Total membership count (all categories): 357 
(Decrease of 40)

Dan noted that the decrease of 40 was not a true loss of 
members but a corrective action taken to rectify some erroneous 
database entries.

Event Retrospect
a.  The Saturday, October 7th General Meeting at Regener Hall 

featured an interesting and informative presentation on 
the planned UNM Transit Telescope by Dr. John McGraw 
of UNM.  The new facility, currently in the planning stage, 
will be constructed at McDonald Observatory in Texas.

b.  Our annual Placitas Star Party was held on Saturday, 
October 14th.  Poor viewing conditions hampered 
observational activities but a good turnout of TAAS folks 
was noted.

c.  The Saturday, October 21st GNTO observing session 
had some 20 participants enjoying views through 9 
telescopes.

d.  Our third school star party of the new school year was 
at Matheson Elementary on the evening of Tuesday, 
October 24th.  Some 200 children, parents, and teachers 
were treated to views of the night skies and other 
activities by the 6 TAAS docents in attendance.

e.  Our first successful Edgewood Star Party was held on 
Friday, October 27th.  Approximately 40 to 50 folks were 
treated to views by the 11 telescopes present.

f.  The Saturday, October 28th GNTO Fall Cleanup Spectacular 
saw some important building and grounds maintenance 
tasks completed by the 14 participants in attendance.

Calendar and Event Prospect
a.  Please refer to the full TAAS Calendar of Events, 

elsewhere in this issue of the Sidereal Times, for the 
complete event schedule.

b.  Event highlights include:
1.  The Saturday, November 11th GNTO observing 

session will feature training activities.
2.  The Saturday, November 18th GNTO observing 

session will be a “new moon” event.
3.  Our fourth school star party of the season is 

scheduled for Tuesday, November 28th at Inez 
Elementary from 6 to 8 p.m.  For more information, 
contact Shannon Mann.

4.  The annual TAAS Holiday banquet is scheduled 
for Saturday, December 2nd.  This year’s event 
is at Garduño’s on the Green, located at 9401 
Balloon Museum Drive NE.  More details on this 
event can be found elsewhere in this issue of the 
newsletter.

5.  Our fifth school star party of the season is 
scheduled for Tuesday, December 12th at Alvarado 
Elementary from 6 to 8 p.m.

6.  The Saturday, December 16th GNTO observing 
session will be a “new moon” event.
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Board Minutes, continued

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurer’s Report provided 

by Dan: 219 full, 90 family, 7 educator, 7 honorary and 34 
complimentary members comprise the total membership 
of TAAS.

b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.

c.  Education:  No report.
d.  Grants and Other Income:  No report.
e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):

1.  Messier 2005: Dee noted that 1) SIG activities have 
resumed at his home – for more details, refer to 
www.messier2006.org, 2) a cookie bouquet had 
recently been sent to Board Member Dick Fate 
who is recovering from major surgery and 3) he 
is planning on adding new types of observational 
activities to the program.

2.  ATM:  Ray noted that upcoming ATM meetings 
will take place on the 1st Wednesday and 3rd 
Monday of each month.  Ray also noted that a 
secure storage solution for the ATM equipment 
needs to be purchased.  After a discussion of 
requirements and possible costs, Sy motioned 
that $500 of General Fund monies be allocated 
to the purchase of the required equipment.  Larry 
seconded and after a brief discussion, the motion 
carried unanimously.

3.  Dark Sky:  Judy noted that she had been in 
recent contact with David Penasa, Dark Sky SIG 
Coordinator, to discuss information dissemination 
strategies.

Old Business
a.  Dee reported that detailed planning for Cosmic Carnival 

activities continues with a coordination meeting planned 
for November 14th.  He noted that all the museums 
downtown are on board with the planned activities and 
that a Web site devoted to the event should be active 
soon.

b.  Discussion concerning George Pellegrino’s new award 
resolution request was tabled until the next Board 
meeting.  Larry noted that he is the only member of the 
Awards Committee currently and is seeking participation 
by other members.

c.  Judy noted that 1) she has decided to step down from 
the Nomination Committee and 2) that Dee has agreed 
to take her place.  Sy noted that the proxy ballots, 
containing the slate of candidates for 2007, need to get 
in the mail with the Solstice Banquet invitations and that 
the invitations need to be mailed soon.  Dee indicated 
that the final slate will be determined very soon.

d.  Pete reported on behalf of the GNTO Mesa Development 
Team at last month’s Board of Directors meeting that 
Curt LoPresti had responded favorably to the letter 
which was sent regarding proper lighting design at the 
LoPresti facility.  Mr. LoPresti indicated in his letter that 

he would be directing his design team to allow our input 
during the design process.  Pete updated the Board that 
he had responded back to Mr. LoPresti.

New Business
a.  Judy presented the results of a recent Pyrex blank 

sale that took place electronically recently, with Board 
members voting via e-mail on the sale price for one of 
our large Pyrex blanks.  Judy reported that the sale took 
place; Ray noted that the customer took delivery of his 
blank and the check, in the amount of $2,000, was given 
to the Treasurer.  Discussion ensued about the wisdom 
of allowing the transaction to take place at all due to the 
lack of a protocol.  Judy urged member participation in 
the formation of a Glass Blank Committee.  Dee then 
motioned that the President appoint a committee, to 
consist of not less than 3 nor more than 5 TAAS members, 
and that the committee be charged with the preparation 
of a protocol to cover the storage, use, and sale of the 
large Pyrex blanks that TAAS currently possesses, and 
that the protocol be presented to the Board for review and 
approval no later than the March 2007 Board meeting.  
After a discussion which included Shannon, Dan, and 
Judy volunteering to serve on the committee, the motion 
carried with 7 for, 1 opposed, and 2 abstentions.  Further 
discussion involved a possible moratorium on sales of 
any kind until the protocol is in place and to this end, 
Tom so moved.  Pete seconded, and this motion also 
carried with 7 for and 3 abstentions.

b.  Gordon brought to the attention of the Board that we 
currently have no UNM Coordinator.  Brock Parker was 
suggested as he has been a long-time supporter of 
the UNM Campus Observatory Friday Night Program.  
Judy volunteered to contact Brock and determine if he 
would be willing to assume the responsibilities of UNM 
Coordinator.

Meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

Facing the TV camera at Mercury Transit event.
Photo: Dee Friesen
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A d v e r t i s e r s

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O
Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  If 
your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested in the idea 
of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is investigating the 
interest in and options for a car-pool program to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend 
functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that 
all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all 
need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this 
goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling 
are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and 
(3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or suggestions, 
please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other member of the 
GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-1593 or friesend@
comcast.net. The GNTO e-mail address is GNTO@TAAS.org.

Free Telescope Offer

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow 

a TAAS telescope. 

Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 

296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can 

choose from scopes with   

apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current 

TAAS members.  Offer is first 

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a 

waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost 
sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

Telescope for Sale

JMI NGT 18-18-inch primary split ring equatorial 
mount. 2” focuser. NGT handlebar and wheels. 
With NGC-Max computer. Encoders installed. Fresh 
batteries recently. Lightly used in recent years. 
Includes 10-foot x 5-foot enclosed metal trailer for 
transport. New trailer tires. $7,500. No trades please. 
Contact Art Jacobs at 281-9223 to inspect. Telescope 
available without trailer for $5,000.
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 Public Relations Officer   Karen Keese   261-0040(C)  pr@taas.org
TAAS Web Master    Alan Scott    864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org
Newsletter Editor    Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
Newsletter Printer/Proofing   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  barry@taas.org
Grants Coordinator    Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
Telescope Curator    Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
TAAS Archivist    Pat Appel    292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
TAAS Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Ray Collins    344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
ATM Coordinator    Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
UNM Observatory Coordinator   Steven “Doc” Kemp   892-7934(H)  unm_coord@taas.org
Dark Sky Coordinator    David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
Membership Coordinator   Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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