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Join the Cosmic Carnival Volunteers Team
Cosmic Carnival, a celebration of National Astronomy Day, April 21, 2007, is just 
a few short months away.  We need your help to meet our goal of making this 
an absolutely stellar occasion for everyone.  We are seeking thirty volunteers.  
Come make this a SuperGiant event for astronomy, Albuquerque, TAAS, 
and yourself.  For more information contact the Cosmic Carnival volunteer 
coordinator, Patricia Rose at: patr818@aol.com, 505-268-3747, or 505-842-2915
Can you name this SuperGiant? Answer on page 4.

N e w  T A A S  A s t e r o i d  S I G 
F o r m s

by Bill Wallace

TAAS is happy to announce a new special interest 
group (SIG) for observing asteroids. The January issue 
of the Siderial Times carried an article by Steve Welch 
about a recent successful observation at GNTO of an 
asteroid occulting a star. The introduction by Barry 
Spletzer explained the fundamentals of occultation 
observation. This new group is made up of people 
interested in doing these observations. Any TAAS 
member is very welcome to come to an event where 
we perform an observation. 

A typical Event is at GNTO where we install the 
equipment, find and track the star (maybe the asteroid, 
too) on the Isengard, and record the event on a video 
recorder. TV monitors allow live viewing. So however 
many people can fit in the dome are welcome. In the 
future we will try to beam the picture to the Ortega 
Building for more comfortable viewing.

Steve reports successful observations to the 
International Occultation Timing Association (IOTA).  
IOTA uses the data to refine the orbital elements and 
dimensions of the asteroid as well as to investigate the 

D a r k  S k y  ( S I G )
David Penasa

TAAS Sky Quality Meter 
As a reminder, TAAS has a Unihedron Sky Quality Meter 
available for use by members.  You can borrow this meter from 
David Penasa at (505) 277-1141 (W) or (505) 275-2480(H).  
The SQM may be reserved on a first come, first served basis 
for durations up to one week.  Compare the sky brightness 
at your favorite viewing site with other sites.  TAAS events 
such as school star parties, Messier SIG, and GNTO take 
priority.  The following links give information on checkout and 
operating procedures for our SQM.  
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf 
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf
 
Night Symposium: Why Dark Hours Are So Important - 
February 21 & 22 
This Night Symposium is one of a series of International 
Dark-Sky Association conferences, symposia, and meetings 
dedicated to education about light pollution.  It will be held at 
the Carnegie Institution, 1530 P Street NW, Washington, DC, 
on February 21 & 22.  
http://www.nightsymposium.org/
 
International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) Annual General 
Meeting, March 4-6 
The International Dark-Sky Association embraces the transition 
towards sustainable planning and development and focuses its 

continued on page 4

http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf
http://www.nightsymposium.org/
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Sy Santos

G eneral  Me eting  News Judy Stanley

TAAS General Meeting - February 3, 7:00 P.M.
 
“Battle of the Planets: An Eyewitness Account of Pluto’s Demise” by Dave Finley 
 
Dave Finley attended the General Assembly of the International Astronomical Union (IAU) in Prague last summer 
and had a ringside seat for the intense, even emotional, battles played out over that organization’s redefinition of 
“planet” and its demotion of Pluto. Dave will relate the confrontations and intrigue he calls “worthy of a national 
political convention” over this matter, and will tell us why the whole battle almost certainly will be refought in 2009.

Dave Finley is Public Information Officer for the National Radio Astronomy Observatory in Socorro, NM. He is a past 
president of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society. A former science editor and writer for The Miami Herald, he 
taught astronomy and geology at Florida International University in Miami. Author of one book and co-editor of 
another, his articles on astronomy and other topics have appeared in numerous publications, including 
Astronomy and Air & Space magazines. He has lectured extensively at observatories, museums, universities, national 
parks, aboard cruise ships, and to clubs and organizations. Along with Jon Spargo, he is a co-organizer of the 
Enchanted Skies Star Party, an annual event drawing amateur astronomers to Socorro from across the U.S.

Invite your neighbors, friends, students, and teachers to this exciting program! How often do you get a ringside seat 
to hear firsthand the confrontations and intrigue concerning “solar system battles”? The TAAS General Meeting is 
held at Regener Hall on the Main Campus of UNM. The meeting is free and open to the public. Audience members 
will have the chance to ask questions and talk with the speaker at a social hour following the program. Join us for an 
enlightening and entertaining evening with friends and experts!  

 What a wonderful and thoughtful group of people make up TAAS! After finding this group on the Web, my 
first encounter with TAAS was an evening at GNTO in April of 2005. I’d like to say GNTO was a snap to find, but part 
of my duty in life and as president of this organization is to be truthful and forthright. Some of us are acutely literal 
with directions, and “turn at the small sign” to me means “turn, even if it’s a small gathering of letters measured in 
centimeters.” To others, “small” means about 2 feet. After turning at a “small sign”, it was a good thing I got out of the 
truck to see just how steep the upcoming “dip in the road” was. Walking back from the dropoff edge of the cliff but still 
filled with anticipation of the elusive observing field, I faced a herd of black cows who were silently whispering, “If we 
move now, we can nudge her over the edge…” (turns out, that’s what “moo” means), and slowly, one by one, they came 
closer. The bovines had mercy on the newcomer, and I found GNTO with a wee bit more effort.
 It’s been one adventure after another ever since. That evening perfect strangers took me under their wing and 
shared with me their astronomical knowledge and use of their equipment. What struck me about my first experience 
with TAAS was the overt lack of competition among its members that night; it was a place to share with one another, 
experience the wonders of space, and learn from your neighbor. It is that spirit of community that has drawn me in, and 
in that vein I look forward to the year ahead to solve challenges and strive for a more fulfilling experience for all TAAS 
members. I sincerely thank all of you for entrusting to me the position of president to help achieve that goal. I bring to 
the table practical business experience with a penchant for getting things done, mixed with a certain levity when the road 
ahead appears to be a dropoff cliff. There is always a solution, and no matter how obscure it may be, sometimes it’s just 
a matter of discovering where it lives and employing it. 
 There is definitely something for everyone in TAAS. I look ahead with great exhilaration to our future as amateur 
(and professional) astronomers and to the contributions we can make to the scientific community through programs 
already in place, as well as to enrichment of the group through new ideas. It’s also personally fulfilling to gain a greater 
understanding and knowledge of astronomy through our eclectic network of brilliant and enthusiastic folks; you know I’m 
talking about you! Take us out of orbit, Mr. Sulu.
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Seven people attended our GNTO committee meeting 
on December 28.  Participants included Larry Cash, Ray 
Collins, Eric Edwards, Pete Eschman, Gordon Pegue, Bill 
Wallace, and Steve Welch.  We discussed maintenance 
and improvement needs and planned for our January and 
February events.  We have decided to try meeting every 
other month so we will meet on February 22 and April 
26, with more dates to be established when the rest of this  
year’s calendar is complete.

A TAAS Asteroid Special Interest Group (SIG) has recently 
formed.  So far, active participants include Pete Eschman, 
Becky Ramotowski, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch.  Steve, 
Bill and Pete plan to monitor more asteroid occultations 
from GNTO in the near future.  As our Asteroid SIG gets 
underway, look for notices of predicted asteroid occultations 
on our TAAS-L discussion group.  We have had two very 
successful positive asteroid occultation measurements 
from GNTO in the last few months.

Carl Frisch arranged delivery of two large truckloads of 
crusher fine gravels to GNTO.  Thanks to Carl’s efforts, the 
Travertine Company donated part of the costs.  Carl Frisch, 
Karen Keese, and John Sefick also chipped in half of the 
remaining costs, so the total cost to GNTO was $160.  To 
top it all off, Carl spread the material in the lecture and 
picnic areas, as well as on paths and other areas that needed 
coverage.  Many thanks to Carl for negotiating the deal and 
spreading the material.  Also thanks to Carl, Karen, John, 
and the Travertine Company for their financial donations 
to this worthy cause.

Our Training event scheduled for January 13 was canceled 
due to poor weather.  Our “New Moon” observing event 
on January 20 suffered the same fate.  We’ll hope for better 
weather in February!

In the event of bad weather, a GNTO event cancellation 
notice is distributed several ways.  A cancellation message 
will be posted to the TAAS hot line at 254-TAAS (254-8227) 
under the Option 2 for Special Events.  Our Special Events 
message is usually for non-GNTO related events, but this 
message area will be used when a GNTO event is cancelled.  
We will also post a cancellation message on our TAAS-L 
discussion listserv.  In some cases we may also attempt to 
send a cancellation message by way of the BODOEL (Board 
of Directors Official E-mail List).  

TAAS members have to take action to subscribe our 
TAAS-L discussion list, and instructions can be found 
on our main Web page.  By contrast, BODOEL notices 
are sent to all TAAS members for whom we have e-mail 
addresses.  BODOEL notices typically contain information 
on upcoming events and end with the statement: “These 
messages were authorized by TAAS Board of Directors.”  
Currently TAAS-L has 105 subscribers and the BODOEL 
has 223 e-mail addresses.  If you want to be sure to 
receive GNTO cancellation notices by e-mail, subscribe to 
TAAS-L.  TAAS-L features TAAS member contributions 
to discussions on astronomy-related issues and events.  
Recent topics have included ISS passes, Comet McNaught, 
asteroid occultations, space junk reentry, unusual sky 
phenomena, equipment questions, equipment for sale, 
our Messier SIG activities, and neat Web sites our TAAS 
members have found.  If you are not on TAAS-L you are 
missing out, since it is a big part of our TAAS astronomy 
community.

Our scheduled events for February include an observing 
event on February 10 and a “New Moon” observing 
opportunity on February 17.  Our next scheduled Training 
session is March 10.  This is a combined event starting with 
an afternoon GNTO Open House followed by our Spring 
Equinox Picnic.  When sky conditions are favorable, Steve 
Welch plans to have our CCD imaging equipment ready in 
our 10-foot dome.  If you are interested in CCD imaging, 
please be sure to check with Steve.

We will have the comfortable Robert Ortega Building 
open and heated for all winter events.  Our Guest Trailer 
is available for coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks you 
might want to share.  We’ve got a bunch of great equipment 
waiting for you at GNTO so you really should plan a trip to 
GNTO soon.  Why wait?  

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members, and they provide a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory.  We need your help.  
Our next scheduled meetings are February 22 and April 
26.  We plan to meet every other month at 6:30 P.M. at 
JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north of I-40.  If you have 
questions about GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, 
gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.
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possibility of asteroid satellites. 

Activities include: 

1. Observing asteroid occultations 
and providing IOTA with data for refining 
asteroid ephemerides and physical 
properties. 

2. Predicting asteroid occultations for 
observation within New Mexico. 

3. Searching for near-earth-orbit asteroids. 

At present, we search a Web site (http://
asteroidoccultation.com) for occultations to view. This 
site predicts occultations for a worldwide audience.  
We plan to acquire the free software to narrow the 
data to New Mexico locales. We hope to have two 
or more measurement ensembles, software, and 
books. 

Current members are Bill Wallace (leader), Steve 
Welch, and Becky Ramotowski. This is science! 
Please join us.

Name this SuperGiant (page 1)
Answer: Betelgeuse

Asteroid SIG, continued from page 1 Dark Sky SIG, continued from page 1

19th Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Energy Savings, 
Sustainability, and Urban Planning.  Attend the March 
4–6, 2007 event at the Doubletree at Reid Park in Tucson 
and become part of the discussion about sustainability and 
how it relates to dark skies. 
http://www.darksky.org/news/events-2007-annual-
meeting.php
 
Globe at Night - Can You See the Stars? Join World-
Wide Hunt for Stars, March 8 - 21 
Join thousands of other students, families and citizen-
scientists around the globe hunting for stars during 
March 8 - 21, 2007. Take part in this international event 
to observe the nighttime sky and learn more about light 
pollution around the world. During the 2006 event 
over 18,000 people from 96 countries on all continents 
(except Antarctica) reported more than 4,500 nighttime 
observations. Help exceed these numbers in 2007!  
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/

F u l l  C o l o r  S i d e r e a l  T i m e s  N o w  A v a i l a b l e
Barry Spletzer

In a sweeping move to provide top quality communiques 
to our members while conserving our precious resources, 
TAAS is pleased to re-announce the availability of this 
newsletter the Sidereal Times in full color.  That’s right, 
catch the blush of the monthly speaker, the blue eyes and 
red hair of that cute 6-year-old at the School Star Party, the 
depth and vibrance of all the full-color illustrations.

The catch is that the full-color version is only available at 
our Web site: www.taas.org.  If you prefer to download and 
read your newsletter on your computer rather than receive 
a paper copy by mail, please notify the TAAS treasurer, Dan 
Clark, at treasurer@taas.org to have your name removed 
from the Sidereal Times mailing list.  This will provide you 
with the newsletter of your choice, save TAAS money, and 
earn you the undying (okay, maybe slowly dying) gratitude 
of our Sid Times printer – me.  

Now that many of our members are taking advantage 
of this offer, our mailing list is less than required to get 
a bulk-rate postage discount.  The newsletter is now 
mailed at first-class rates.  So, it is more important than 
ever for you to get your newsletter online.  Thanks for your 
consideration.

C r a s h  l a n d e d  u l t r a l i g h t  p l a n e  b l o c k i n g 
Tw i n i n g  L a n e  e n r o u t e  t o  t h e  G N T O  F a l l 
C l e a n u p  o n  O c t o b e r  2 8  P h o t o  b y  M i k e 
K e r n o d l e .

O d d s  a n d  E n d s

http://asteroidoccultation.com
http://asteroidoccultation.com
http://www.darksky.org/news/events-2007-annual-meeting.php
http://www.darksky.org/news/events-2007-annual-meeting.php
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the March 
2007 issue of the Sidereal Times will be Friday, 
February 16, 2007.  Please submit text as an 
attachment, preferably in Microsoft Word. 
The e-mail address for the newsletter editor 
is editor@taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 6 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 218 218 0
Family 90 91  -1
Educational 6 4 2
Total Paid 314 313 1
Honorary 7 7  0
Complimentary 34 34  0
Total Members 355 354 1  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S
General: Bruce Levin, Ryan 
Luetkemeyer

GNTO: Ed Kist

 Dark Sky: Ed Kist, Bruce Levin

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  T A A S 
M e m b e r s

  

 JAMES AND CYNTHIA COOK

BEN, ZACH, PETE, 

AND TRACY DALLAS 

ELLENE, ERIN, PEG, PHIL, AND 

PHILIP FREISENGER 

THOMAS AND TWILA PECK

FRED, LESLIE, AND ARLENE WARD
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1
Officers
Meeting

2 3
TAAS General 
Meeting

4 5 6 7
ATM Meeting

8 9 10 GNTO 
Observing

11 12 13 14 15 16
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

17 GNTO 
Observing

18 19 20
 Carter Middle 

School Star
Party  

21 22
GNTO
Committee

23 24

25

    

26

              

 27  28

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 7

School star parties 
scheduled through March 2007

Tuesday, January 23, 2007:
 Zuni Elementary School 

Tuesday, February 20, 2007:
 Jimmy Carter Middle School 

Tuesday, March 20, 2007:
 Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary School
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1
Board
Meeting

2 3
TAAS General 
Meeting

4 5 6 7
ATM Meeting

8 9 10 GNTO 
Equinox Open 
House, Picnic,
Training

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 GNTO 
Observing,
Messier
Marathon

18 19 20 O’Keeffe 
Elem. School 
Star Party

    

21 22 23
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

24

25

   

26

               

27 28 29 30 31

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

M a r c h  2 0 0 7

TAAS General Meeting

Saturday, February 3, 2007
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

Battle of the Planets:
 An Eyewitness Account of Pluto’s Demise

Dave Finley
National Radio Astronomy Observatory
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s Tom Graham

January 11, 2007
UNM Physics and Astronomy Building

 Conference Room

Directors present: Sy Santos (President) Judy Stanley ( Vice President), 
Tom Graham (Secretary), Larry Cash, Pete Eschman, Dee Friesen, 
Steve Welch, Dick Fate, Bill Firth, Bill Wallace, and Patricia Rose.   Bev 
Firth was in attendance as an observer.

Directors absent:  Dan Clark (Treasurer),  Shannon Mann

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm.

Corrections to the December Minutes
None to report.

New Business
 New officers approved and congratulated by Board 

Officers.

a.  There was discussion concerning board meetings and if they 
should be held every other month for directors. Officers will 
still meet monthly.  A motion was made by Dee and seconded 
by Tom and carried 7 for, 2 abstention and 1 no.  The motion 
reads, “The directors will meet every other month and board 
officers will meet monthly.”  Shane will revise the calendar 
accordingly.

b.  Discussion was held concerning start time of the board meetings.  
Meetings will continue to be held at 7:00PM.

c. The board is looking for a PR person.  All members and board 
members are looking and will solicit volunteers.

d. Sy will discuss Web site issues with the Webmaster.

Correspondence
a. Travelers insurance policy change concerning autos no 

longer insured as “mobile equipment.”  No action for TAAS.
b. U.S. Postal Service cancelled permit for lack of use.  TAAS 

will not renew since copies that are printed and produced are 
mailed from Florida.

Treasurer’s Report
Report documents provided by Sy on behalf of Dan.
Account balances (as of the end of December):

General Fund:  $  5,501.83
GNTO Fund:   $  6,522.48
Education Fund:  $  3,574.77
Dark Sky Fund:  $     834.31
Special Projects Fund: $  5,310.18
Science Fair Fund:  $     200.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $21,943.57

Total membership count (all categories): 355

Event Retrospect
This will now be reported only in the TAAS newsletter.

Calendar & Event Prospect
Shane Ramotowski will continue to “make” the calendar.  

Minor changes to the format were suggested.  Monitor 
Web site for changes.

Committee Reports
a.  Membership:  As part of the Treasurer’s Report provided 

by Dan: 218 full, 90 family, 6 educator, 7 honorary and 34 
complimentary members comprise the total membership of 
TAAS.
b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 

elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.  
c.  Education:  See the Education Outreach report elsewhere in 

this issue of the newsletter for details on outreach activities.

d.  Grants and Other Income:  No report.
e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIG’s):

1.  Messier 2007:  Dee reported that SIG observing dates 
for would be delayed fro one week due to the snow 
levels. Please refer to www.Messier2007.org for the 
latest updates.  Refer to his full SIG report elsewhere in 
this issue of the newsletter for more details.

2. ATM:  No Report
3. Dark Sky:  No report.

Old Business
a.  Dee reported that planning for Cosmic Carnival was ongoing 

and gaining support.  At this point $410.00 has been pledged 
but not collected.

c. Pete reported that there were no new Mesa developments that 
had an effect on GNTO.
Other Motions passed

a. Pete discussed spam issues, and the board 
unanimously approved a one-time $30.00 
ISP setup fee if needed. 

b. Bill Wallace moved to have an “Asteroid 
SIG” established; it was seconded by Sy and 
approved unanimously.

c. Bill Firth moved to have a “Double Star SIG” 
established. It was seconded by Dee and 
approved unanimously.

d. A motion by Dick was made to have an 
account established and named “TAAS 
Cosmic Carnival.”  After much discussion 
that TAAS was not liable nor was this a 
TAAS-sponsored event, but that TAAS was 
a participant, it was seconded by Tom and 
passed with one abstention. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:07pm.

Addendum to meeting:

The board communicated with each other after the official 
meeting that an oversight had been made.  It was moved and seconded 
that all officers have agreed to renew the resolutions from last year to 
another year.

http://www.Messier2007.org
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S u n  D o g s  a n d  D i a m o n d  D u s t

Bill Firth’s camera captured these way cool atmospheric phenomena in frigid north-
west Albuquerque December 31.

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O
Have you ever decided not to attend a TAAS function at GNTO because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  
If your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested in the idea of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is 
investigating the interest in and options for a car-pool program to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to 
attend functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  
We all need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish this goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would 
also like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool 
the final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure 
times and (3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or suggestions, please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other 
member of the GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-1593 or friesend@comcast.net. The GNTO e-mail address is 
GNTO@TAAS.org.
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A d v e r t i s e r s

Free Telescope Offer

What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! 

Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow 

a TAAS telescope. 

Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 

296-2479 and                  

receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can 

choose from scopes with   

apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current 

TAAS members.  Offer is first 

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a 

waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any lost 
sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

Telescope for Sale

JMI NGT 18-18-inch primary split ring equatorial 
mount. 2” focuser. NGT handlebar and wheels. 
With NGC-Max computer. Encoders installed. Fresh 
batteries recently. Lightly used in recent years. 
Includes 10-foot x 5-foot enclosed metal trailer for 
transport. New trailer tires. $7,500. No trades please. 
Contact Art Jacobs at 281-9223 to inspect. Telescope 
available without trailer for $5,000.W e e d  b u r n i n g  c o n t i n g e n t ,  G N T O  F a l l  C l e a n u p 

o n  O c t o b e r  2 8 .  L e f t  t o  r i g h t :  J e w e l  K a r p e l , 
G o r d o n  P e g u e ,  B i l l  W a l l a c e ,  To m  D a v i e s . 
P h o t o  b y  M i k e  K e r n o d l e .
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2 0 0 7  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator   Shannon Mann   771-0126 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer   Open                                      pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Brock Parker      unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Alan Scott   864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org

Sy Santos
President

president@taas.org
890-1982 (H)

Judy Stanley
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
269-4833 (H)

Tom Graham 
Secretary

secretary@taas.org
897-9034 (H)

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

293-2131 (H)

Bill Firth
Director

899-0950

Dee Friesen
Director

856-1593 (H)

Patricia Rose
Director

268-3747 (H)

Bill Wallace
Director

864-8212

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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