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The March 10 picnic was wonderful. There was more than we all could eat. 
The weather was warm, windless and without bugs, though completely over-
cast until about 8 p.m. when it all miraculously cleared up! 

Photos by Eric Edwards

Ed Kist (wearing the red had) showed off his mirror-box delivery system. The 
big 18” mirror box can be single-handedly loaded and unloaded with a special 
cart and winch.

GNTO Hosts Picnic and Open House 

See GNTO News & Views, page 3

Cosmic Carnival Celebrates 
National Astronomy Day
by Karen Keese

Get ready to celebrate National 
Astronomy Day…with flair! Less than 
one month remains before we join 
astronomy organizations all over the 
country as they celebrate this annual 
event on Saturday, April 21.

This year, TAAS has partnered with 
the museums on Mountain Road, Rio 
Grande Astronomical Society, and 
the City of Albuquerque’s Fiestas de 
Albuquerque to host a free family 
science festival--Cosmic Carnival--in 
beautiful Tiguex Park in Old Town. 
Cosmic Carnival will take place on 
Saturday, April 21, from 12 noon 
to 5 p.m. following the Founders 
Day Parade. Thousands of people 

Help Smooth the Ride to 
GNTO...  Be a Trailblazer!
by Karen Keese

Travelers to GNTO, especially those 
with “highway” cars, know well that 
a trip down Twining Lane can be a 
stressful, bone-rattling experience. 
Many members have complained 
about the road, and we know that 
some don’t go to GNTO because of it. 
The herculean efforts of our volunteer 
road draggers, Bob Hufnagel and 
Larry Cash, simply cannot make 
a bad road good. But we have a 
solution and some exciting news:  

continued on page 9

continued on page 4
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G eneral  Me eting  and  Program  News Judy Stanley

L e t t e r s

News from your Vice President . . . 

Hats off to TAAS Volunteers for a very successful Star 
Party at Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary School! This 
school star party was a bit different from the norm as 
the school hosted Dr. David Levy and Astronaut Mike 
Mullane. These special guests read to the children 
from their own writings. The National Atomic 
Museum and the NASA Discovery Dome participated 
by bringing exciting, hands-on demonstrations and 
digital planetarium presentations to the school. Laurel 
Ladwig conducted the digital dome presentations 
with help from Natalie Rogers and Amanda Alton, all 
former “LodeStar Planetarians.” 

The following TAAS volunteers brought their 
telescopes to share the wonders of the night sky with 
students, parents, and teachers: John Laning, Barbara 
Pointer, Ric Thiem, Jewel Karpel, Bob Hufnagel, 
Georgia Hufnagel, Charlie Mullen, Melissa Kirk, 
Allan Scott, Bruce Levin, Larry Cash, Gordon Pegue, 
Sy Santos, Tom Peck, Twila Peck, Amy Estelle, and 
Shannon Mann. 

Ed and Marla Kist set up a 10” scope complete with 
star charts inside the exhibit area (known on most days 
as the lunchroom). Ed and Marla answered questions 
sharing their knowledge of astronomy with interested 
students!  

Bella Neufeld, an Albuquerque High School senior 
serving as an intern at LodeStar Astronomy Center, 
and TAAS member Tom Davies assisted me in the 
TAAS Starlab! Together we presented ten, 15-minute 
Starlab portable planetarium presentations! The NASA 
Discovery Dome is a digital, portable planetarium. 
The Starlab and the Discovery Dome were set up in 
the school gymnasium. Attendees were delighted as 
they entered the school gym to find it filled with giant 
inflatable planetarium domes!

I am honored and amazed to be a part of the TAAS 
outreach effort we call school star parties. The TAAS 
school star party program is a unique and valued 
outreach effort. Each year more TAAS members learn 
to operate the Starlab portable planetarium. Please 
watch for upcoming articles in the SidTimes. 

April 7 General Meeting Lecture Topic:

GENERAL THEORY OF IMAGING THROUGH THE 
ATMOSPHERE WITH GROUND-BASED TELESCOPES

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society (TAAS) will present a 
free lecture by Stewart McKechnie, Ph.D., at the University of 
New Mexico Regener Hall on Saturday, April 7, at 7:00 p.m. 

The General Theory describes the properties of star images 
formed by ground-based telescopes of all sizes. It was 
developed by Dr. McKechnie between 1976 and 1990, initially 
at Imperial College, London, and later on at Sandia National 
Laboratories. Conventional theory, dating from 1964, was 
based on certain assumptions relating to the properties of 
atmospheric turbulence, assumptions now seen as flawed by 
most astronomers. The General Theory makes no assumptions 
about turbulence. It is based instead on the amplitude and 
phase properties of the light waves arriving at the telescope. 
Unlike turbulence properties, these light wave properties 
can be measured rather easily, yet they fully determine all 
properties of star images.
 
For large telescopes, image properties predicted from the 
General Theory were significantly different from those of 1990 
conventional theory. The talk discusses the differences, reasons 
for the differences, and the impact on ground-based astronomy. 

Regener Hall is located on the University of New Mexico Main 
Campus, west of Popejoy Hall. For information visit www.
taas.org or call 254-TAAS. See the back page of this issue for 
a map.

Correction to TAAS newsletter March 2007:

Make that 22 comets for David Levy, with the discovery of  
Periodic Comet Levy, P/2006 T1, October 2, 2006!

This comet was discovered visually at Jarnac Observatory in 
Vail, Arizona, Levys’ back yard, with Miranda, a 16 inch Dob.

Congratulations to David!

Twila & Thom Peck
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

continued on page  9

 Our most recent GNTO committee meeting took place 
on February 22.  Participants included Ray Collins, Pete 
Eschman, Dee Friesen, Carl Frisch, Karen Keese, Dale Murray, 
Gordon Pegue, Sy Santos, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch.  
 We discussed maintenance and improvement needs and 
planned for our March and April events.  We decided to 
assign an operator for the Isengard telescope at all scheduled 
GNTO events.  This insures that TAAS members without 
telescopes will have a chance to use the Isengard, as well as 
the 6” and 16” GNTO loaner telescopes.  
 We spent a fair amount of time discussing the conclusions 
of the GNTO Area Road Committee.  This group is comprised 
of TAAS members and several mesa residents.  The GNTO 
committee approved a plan to raise funds to improve road 
conditions on the route to GNTO.  One week later, our TAAS 
Board of Directors also approved the fund-raising plan.  TAAS 
is giving $500 as a one time contribution, and TAAS will 
contribute $200 in future years for annual road maintenance.  
The road work will be done by a professional contractor using 
heavy equipment.   Mesa area residents are making similar 
contributions, and TAAS members are encouraged to help 
with individual donations.  Please see Karen Keese’s article 
elsewhere in this newsletter for more details.  Once the road 
work is completed, we expect to have a much smoother drive 
to GNTO, and a roadway that is easier to maintain.  I’ve sent 
my check to Karen, have you?
 Thanks to Steve for his generous donation of an Owl 
UltraWide 30mm 2” eyepiece and Owl 2” Barlow for use with 
GNTO loaner telescopes.  We now have a nice collection of 
eyepieces for the 6” and 16” loaner scopes.  Thanks to Dale 
for improving the mirror cell and other fine points of the 16” 
GNTO loaner scope.  This is the same scope that Jim Lawrence 
had transformed from its original incarnation as a Meade 
Dobsonian.  As each person lends their expertise, this scope 
keeps getting better and better.  Many organizations would 
be proud to have this scope as their primary instrument, but 
we have it for you to use during your next GNTO visit!
 We had a series of very successful GNTO events, 
including those on February 17, March 10, and March 17.  
This is a welcome change from weather-challenged events of 
January and early February.  In addition, our TAAS Messier 
2007 Special Interest Group met at GNTO on February 21 
with 6 observers and on March 9 with 8 observers.  Messier 
2007 SIG visits to GNTO are coordinated by Dee Friesen.  
Please contact Dee if you are interested in attending one of 
these special sessions at GNTO or other SIG meetings closer 
to town.
 Our February 17 “New Moon” observing event was 
attended by around 30 people, and we had 14 telescopes in 
operation.  Sky conditions were fairly good, and we enjoyed 
getting out under the stars after such a long period of bad 
weather.  Steve and Bill observed the asteroid Pandora occult 
a background star.  Measuring such phenomena is a core 
function of our new TAAS Asteroid Special Interest Group 
(SIG).  
 Our March 10 event started with a GNTO open house. 
Then came our Spring Equinox picnic followed by our GNTO 

training sessions.  We had a good group, including some first-
time visitors.  Our picnic featured some great potluck dishes, 
and Bob Hufnagel did a great job cooking up plenty of hot 
dogs and hamburgers to feed the hungry crowd.  Sy Santos 
did a great job of coordinating the potluck.
 Following the meal, Dale Murray led the “Introduction 
to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope” training session for 
a good group of people.  Dee Friesen also helped with the 
training.  We planned a pair of “Eye Candy” sky tours, hosted 
by Larry Cash and Karen Keese, but many of those that 
might have been interested left shortly after Dale’s training 
session.  A brief bout of wind may have influenced some to 
cut their GNTO visit short, but for those who stayed, sky 
conditions were quite good at times.  Larry used the Isengard 
16” telescope to show a sampling of the impressive objects for 
his part of the Eye Candy Tour.  
 The GNTO Spring Messier Marathon on March 17 was 
very well attended with over 45 people and 26 to 30 telescopes 

A Mesa Legend Passes

 Cowboy was a former deputy sheriff in Neenah, Wisconsin. He 
was a member of the U.S. Marine Corps and served during the Vietnam 
War. A former rodeo worker, Cowboy was a crusty, colorful character 
whom many TAAS veterans have encountered on their trips to GNTO. He 
will be fondly remembered for the Wild-West style sidearms he packed 
and his habit of referring to GNTO as the “zerbatory.” In addition, we 
remember him with gratitude for his watchful security presence up on 
the mesa. He was, you might say, the “deputy sheriff” of the mesa, and 
nobody messed with him.
 Former Observatory Director Gordon Pegue observed, “It was 
Cowboy who first noticed and properly notified me and others years 
ago when GNTO was broken into. He was our ‘watchman’ and I have 
fond memories of encounters with him, both at the ‘zerbatory’ and along 
Twining Lane. His six-shooters were impressive and left one with the 
feeling that here, indeed, was a man not to be trifled with.”
 Cowboy is survived by his wife of 24 years, Lori; 9 children; 
5 step-children; 23 grandchildren; and 8 great-grandchildren. Those 
wishing to express condolences to the family and/or record memories 
of Cowboy may do so by visiting Cowboy’s online register at www.
romerofuneralhomenm.com.

 Happy trails to you, Cowboy.

by Karen Keese

 One of our GNTO neighbors reported 
that “Cowboy” Klapps passed away on 
Wednesday, March 21. Cowboy was a long-
time employee of Nathan Twining, Jr., hired to 
provide security on the mesa. Twining is the 
son of the late General Nathan Twining and the 
TAAS benefactor who donated the GNTO land 
to the Society. Cowboy had been in poor health 
for some time.

www.romerofuneralhomenm.com
www.romerofuneralhomenm.com
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D a r k  S k y  S I G
David Penasa

A s t e r o i d  S I G
Bill Wallace

Cosmic Carnival, continued from page 1

On March 18, 2007, from 4:45 a.m. MDT to about 5:10 a.m., 
Steve Welch and Bill Wallace observed an occultation by 
Pluto.

This was the evening of the annual Messier Marathon. Early 
in the evening the skies were clear, and everyone was busy 
doing their list of objects. Steve and Bill prepared the small 
dome and the C-11 for the Pluto occultation. Some images 
of Messier objects were taken during this preparation. These 
images were broadcast to the Ortega building for live viewing 
on a monitor supplied by Steve.

Between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m. clouds rolled in and obscured 
much of the sky, and many people left. That left the Pluto 
occultation up in the air. Fortunately, the southeast sky was 
never affected, and acquisition of Pluto was possible. Since 
most of the people had gone home, Steve set up his camera 
on the Isengard, so there were two cameras recording the 
event.

Below is an image of Pluto taken a little after the occultation. 
Pluto is above and left of the label “Pluto.”

Clear skies!

Time Runs Out for 
Night Sky Protection Act Enforcement Bill
 
SB391/a (NM Night Sky Protection Act Enforcement) met an unkind 
fate in this legislative session. 
 
The bill got stalled in the House Judiciary Committee.  After trying 
to get it polled, passed out, and reported to the House floor with 
about a day to go in the session, it wasn’t possible to move it along 
any further. 
 
This was after a quorum at the House Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee was lost due to a Republican walk-out on the bill just 
prior to SB 391/a. Peter Lipscomb, director of the Night Sky Program 
for the New Mexico Heritage Alliance, had to scramble to find other 
Democratic members of the committee who were absent from the 
room to secure votes so that Chairman Madalena could pass it out 
and report it to the floor. 
 
Peter and Dave Simon thought of and took every action possible to 
shepherd the bill along. For the most part, they were successful, but 
time ran out. 
 
Peter has already made a request to Gov. Richardson’s office to 
revive SB 391/a during the special session, but action is unlikely.

typically attend the Parade and the Fiestas, so we are 
expecting a good crowd.

The event has already been promoted on the 180,000 
water bills mailed to the residents of Albuquerque in 
March.

Cosmic Carnival will feature hands-on activities and 
demos, safe telescope observing of the Sun, astronomy 
and science exhibitors from all over New Mexico, 
educational give-aways, and free raffles with great prizes. 
One of those prizes is a Meade ETX 80AT, provided 
through our partnership with Astronomy magazine and 
Meade Instruments Corporation.

Expected exhibitors to date are: the Balloon Explorium, 
Anderson-Abruzzo Albuquerque International Balloon 
Museum, National Solar Observatory, New Mexico 

Science Writers Association, Explora, 2007 Intel ISEF, 
NASA JPL Solar System Ambassador program, Rio 
Grande Astronomical Society, Albuquerque Rocket 
Society, National Atomic Museum, New Mexico Museum 
of Natural History & Science, LodeStar Astronomy Center, 
Sandia National Labs, and the Very Large Array (NRAO). 
In addition, students from the Amy Biehl Charter School 
are planning to stage a “human solar system” model 
across the park.

Of course, TAAS members will be out in force manning 
solar telescopes and providing other support. Becky 
Ramotowski will be providing a unique treat by hunting 
planets and major stars for daytime viewing.

As in the past, TAAS will host telescope observing of the 
night sky that evening at the UNM Campus Observatory, 
from 7 to 10 p.m. If you are not planning to attend the 
GNTO Observing Night, please consider bringing a 
telescope to this public event. As we are presenting this 
event in partnership with UNM’s Physics and Astronomy 
Department, astronomy students will be opening the big 
dome and manning the 14-inch scope.

Time is running out! Make plans now to attend Cosmic 
continued on following page
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the May 
2007 issue of the Sidereal Times will be 
Friday, April 20, 2007.  The date given in the 
March issue was incorrect. Please submit text 
as an attachment, preferably in Microsoft 
Word. Please attach photos or illustrations 
separately. The e-mail address for the 
newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 7 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 194 221 -27
Family 77 92 -15
Educational 7 6 1
Total Paid 278 319 -41
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 34 0
Total Members 319 360 -41  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S
Education: 
Mary Jane Long, Fred Ream, 
Zuni Elementary School

Dark Sky:
 Fred Ream

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  T A A S 
M e m b e r s

KATHLEEN DUBYK

THOMAS GRZYBOWSKI

Carnival. Tell your friends, co-
workers, and neighbors about 
this great FREE family activity. 
Both daytime and evening 
volunteer opportunities still exist. 
Please contact Patricia Rose at 
ccvolunteers2007@aol.com or 268-
3747 to volunteer. If you have any 
questions about the event, please 
contact Event Chairperson Dee 
Friesen at friesend@comcast.net or 
856-1593, or contact Karen Keese 
at skywriter@wildblue.net or 261-
0040, or visit our Web site at www.
cosmiccarnival.org.

Join us on April 21 for science and 
astronomy fun...under the big top!

Cosmic Carnival, continued

www.cosmiccarnival.org
www.cosmiccarnival.org
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1 2 3 4 5
Officers
Meeting

6 7
TAAS General 
Meeting

8 9 10 11
ATM Meeting

12 13 14 
GNTO NM
Observing

15 16 17 18 19 20 
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

21 Cosmic 
Carnival,
GNTO
Observing

22 23  24 Apache 
Elem. School 
Star Party

    

25 26
GNTO
Committee

27 28
Edgewood 
Star Party

29

   

30

               

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

E d u c a t i o n a l  O u t r e a c h    Shannon Mann 

A p r i l  2 0 0 7

Apache Elementary School Star Party

Join fellow TAAS volunteers for this great April 24 
star party. The event will run from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. as 
the sunset is not until 7:46 p.m. MDT. Please plan on 
arriving close to 6:30 p.m. for setup and food! We will 
need telescopes and indoor demonstrations, so plan 
on making it. For directions to the school see the link 
below. The school is in the “Heights” just north of I-25.
 
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=12800+Copper+Stre
et+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87123&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn
=61.070016,102.832031&layer=&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=35.080092,
-106.504683&spn=0.015663,0.039182&om=0
 
Much thanks.

U N M  O b s e r v a t o r y
Brock Parker

19 January 07: The first evening at UNMO was literally snowed out.
 
26 January 07: Better weather, so we had a successful, if cold, evening. 
There were about 15 UNM students and 10 others, including several 
kids. The dome telescope came back to life (there was some doubt) 
and looks to be in fine shape. Several TAAS members also stopped 
by.
 
02 February 07: The weather was clear, but the wind didn’t drop at 
dusk. I went down, with the idea of setting up in the courtyard, but 
my old geezer bones just couldn’t take the wind. I left about 7:00.
 
09 February 07: Finally a good clear night with no wind. We had 
about twenty-five visitors, all students.
 
16 February 07: UNMO was closed for Spring Break.

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=12800+Copper+Street+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87123&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=61.070016,102.832031&layer=&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=35.080092,-106.504683&spn=0.015663,0.039182&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=12800+Copper+Street+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87123&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=61.070016,102.832031&layer=&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=35.080092,-106.504683&spn=0.015663,0.039182&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=12800+Copper+Street+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87123&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=61.070016,102.832031&layer=&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=35.080092,-106.504683&spn=0.015663,0.039182&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=12800+Copper+Street+NE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87123&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=61.070016,102.832031&layer=&ie=UTF8&z=15&ll=35.080092,-106.504683&spn=0.015663,0.039182&om=0
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1 2
ATM Meeting

3
Board
Meeting

4 5
TAAS General 
Meeting

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
GNTO 
Training

13 14 15 TBD
School Star
         Party

16 17 18
Sidereal 
Times 
Deadline

19 GNTO NM
Observing.
Chaco Canyon 
Star Party

20 21  22     23 24
GNTO
Committee

25 26

27

   

28

               

29 30 31
Officers 
Meeting

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

M a y  2 0 0 7

TAAS General Meeting

Saturday,  April 7, 2007
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

GENERAL THEORY OF IMAGING THROUGH THE 
ATMOSPHERE WITH GROUND-BASED TELESCOPES

Stewart McKechnie, Ph.D.
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M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s Tom Graham

TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
March 1, 2007

UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Sy Santos (President) Judy Stanley (Vice 
President), Tom Graham (Secretary), Dan Clark (Treasurer) 
Larry Cash, Pete Eschman, Dee Friesen, Dick Fate, Bill Firth, Bill 
Wallace, and Patricia Rose.   

Directors absent:  Shannon Mann*, Steve Welch
*The board president has granted permanent excused absence.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm.

Corrections to the February Minutes
None to report.

New Business
 

a. There was discussion concerning the GNTO Road/
Twining Lane in that it is a mess and is becoming unusable 
for automobiles.  There is a community project to improve 
an adjacent road, and TAAS could take advantage of the 
improved road.  A motion was made and seconded to 
make a one-time donation of $500.00 and subsequent 
annual donations of $200 from the general fund to help 
with improvements.  It passed 10-1.

b.  Discussion was held concerning the use of Regener 
Hall.  There is concern on getting access to the handicap 
entrance.  Judy is working with UNM to resolve the 
issue.

c. Melissa Kirk has volunteered to be the TAAS Public 
Relations Specialist.  The Board and members thank 
her.

d. Sy, with Hilton Stout, at the Kinney Agency, will review 
property insurance.

e. Explora will host an Astronomy adult night.
 
Correspondence

a. Linda Hubley from the city has asked if we can bring 
telescopes on May 26 and 27 to the Solar Festival 
downtown in the Civic Plaza during the day.

b. Judy confirmed that Lodestar would be turned over 
from UNM to the Museum of Natural History.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances (as of the end of February):

  General Fund:   $  5,603.49
GNTO Fund:   $  6,541.98
Education Fund:  $  3,588.60

Dark Sky Fund:   $     839.31
Special Projects Fund:  $  5,310.18
Science Fair Fund:  $     200.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $22,083.56

Total membership count (all categories): 319

Official Calendar and Event Prospect
 Pete submitted a calendar of events that Dale and 

the GNTO committee had prepared, a motion to 
approve was made and seconded, and it was approved 
unanimously.  Shane will incorporate the event dates 
into our official calendar and maintain it if changes are 
needed.  As co-coordinator for events, Larry will be the 
official contact between the Board and Shane for future 
calendar updates.

Committee Reports
a. Membership:   As part of the Treasurer’s Report provided 

by Dan: 194 full, 77 family, 7 educator, 7 honorary and 34 
complimentary members comprise the total membership 
of TAAS.  The membership packet and “recruitment” 
packages are being revised and updated.

b.  GNTO:  Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.  

c.  Education:  See the Education Outreach report 
elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter for details on 
outreach activities.

d.  Grants and Other Income:  Judy requested $175 for a 
bag to hold the star lab and $180.00 to replace bulbs.  A 
motion was made and seconded to grant the request from 
Education funds and the motion passed unanimously.

e.  Special Projects:  No report.
f.  Special Interest Groups (SIGs):

1.  Messier 2007:  Please refer to the www.Messier2007.
org for the latest updates.  Refer to the full SIG 
report elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter for 
more details.

2. ATM:  No Report
3.  Dark Sky:  No report.
4. Asteroid:  No report
5. Double Star:  No Report

Old Business
a. Dee and Patricia reported that planning for Cosmic 

Carnival was ongoing and gaining support.  
b.  Pete reported that there were no new Mesa developments 

that had an effect on GNTO.
c. The compendium is being updated.

Meeting adjourned at 8:59 PM.

http://www.Messier2007.org
http://www.Messier2007.org
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Help Smooth the Ride to GNTO . . . Be a Trailblazer! 
continued from page 1

TAAS has partnered with several mesa landowners and 
formed a coalition to improve the accessibility of GNTO 
for all of us!

The coalition has hired a professional road builder to 
build a new route to the observatory. This route will 
consist of properly graded dirt roads with good drainage. 
These roads will be routinely maintained by the mesa 
landowners once they are built, relieving TAAS of that 
burden.

We need your help! Through contributions from the mesa 
folks and the TAAS treasury, we have raised about half of 
what is needed to complete the proposed road project. We 
currently have an offer of $500 of matching funds on the 
table, from Complex System Research, Inc. (Steve Welch 
and Penny Boston, officers). That means that the first $500 
contributed by TAAS members gets doubled...to $1000! 
So far TAAS members have contributed $275 toward 
this matching fund, leaving $225 to go. Help us take 
advantage of this incredible opportunity. Every single 
dollar counts!

I have volunteered to act as Treasurer for the coalition. I 
will be at the April General Meeting and will gratefully 
receive your contribution then. Checks should be made 
out to the contractor, “Jerry Rogers Rock Company” -
- do NOT make them out to me. If you would like to 
mail a check to me or if you have any questions about 
the project, please contact me at 261-0040 or skywriter@
wildblue.net.

Thank you for helping us blaze a new trail for our 
members.

Dave Thorman and his 10” Ritchey-Cretien await 
darkness at GNTO February 17. Photo: Eric Edwards

in operation.  Every observing pad was occupied, and many 
scopes were set up between pads.  We had several out-of-
town guess, including visitors from California, Colorado, 
and New York.  We also had guests from local high schools 
and the LodeStar Astronomy Center.  Special thanks to Bob 
Hufnagel for smoothing out Twining Lane with our road 
dragger, making for a more comfortable drive.
 Barry Spletzer compiled both Full and Half Marathons.  
The Half Marathon was very popular, since Barry ensured 
that all objects were reasonably placed and easy to catch 
prior to midnight.  Barry plans to offer the second Half 
Marathon in the fall.  This is a great idea; since you can take 
it easy and just do one half at a time!  Some cloud bands 
began to move through around 1:00 a.m., so most folks had 
left by around 3:00 a.m.  Lisa Judd, our guest from Colorado, 
stayed the night, and I’m told she observed all but three from 
the complete Marathon using sky charts and a 6” Edmond 
Scientific telescope made in 1957!  If you would like your 
Messier Marathon results summarized in the next GNTO 
newsletter article, just let me know how many you observed 
and whether you used digital setting circles, goto controller, 
or finder charts and telrad.
 Steve Welch and Bill Wallace were there for the duration 
on March 17 to monitor Pluto occulting a background star, 
predicted to occur a few minutes prior to 5:00 a.m.  Fortunately, 
sky conditions were favorable for the occultation, and video 
recordings were made on the C11/Losmandy equipment as 
well as the Isengard.  Steve and Bill are analyzing the video, 
and early indications are that both instruments recorded 
valuable evidence of the occultation.  In conjunction with 
other observers, GNTO data will help to establish Pluto’s 
precise orbit and atmospheric conditions.  One interesting 
early development is that the occultation occurred a few 
minutes later than predicted.  Once again, our TAAS Asteroid 
Special Interest Group has made a valuable contribution using 
GNTO facilities coupled with personally owned equipment.
 Our scheduled events for April include a “New Moon” 
GNTO Observing session on April 14 and another observing 
opportunity on April 21.  Our next GNTO training session is 
on May 12.  When sky conditions are favorable, Steve Welch 
plans to have our CCD imaging equipment ready in our 10-
foot dome.  If you are interested in CCD imaging, please be 
sure to check with Steve.  
 The comfortable Robert Ortega Building is open and 
heated for all winter events.  Our Guest Trailer is available 
for coffee, hot chocolate and any snacks you might want to 
share.  We’ve got a bunch of great equipment waiting for you 
at GNTO, so plan your trip to GNTO soon.  Why wait?  
 GNTO committee meetings are open to any TAAS 
members and provide a great way to get more involved with 
your observatory.  We need your help.  Our next scheduled 
meetings are April 26 and June 7.  We meet every other 
month at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north of 
I-40.  If you have questions about GNTO, please contact me 
(Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

GNTO News and Views, continued from page 3
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TAAS Sky Quality 
Meter 
TAAS has a Unihedron Sky Quality Meter 
available for use by members.  You can 
borrow this meter from David Penasa at 
(505) 277-1141 (W) or (505) 275-2480(H).  
The SQM may be reserved on a first come, 
first served basis for durations up to one 
week.  Compare the sky brightness at your 
favorite viewing site with other sites.  TAAS 
events such as school star parties, Messier 
SIG, and GNTO take priority.  The following 
links give information on checkout and 
operating procedures for our SQM.  
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-
Out.pdf 
http://www.taas.org/download/
SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.
pdf

A d v e r t i s e r s

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right 

FREE! 
Any TAAS member can use this coupon  to 

borrow a TAAS telescope. 
Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.

org or 296-2479 and                  
receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You 

can choose from scopes with   
apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current 

TAAS members.  Offer is first 

come first served.  Late comers will be put on a 

waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any 
lost sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes. Picnic attendees witnessed a blazing sunset at GNTO March 10. 

Photo: Sy Santos

http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf
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2 0 0 7  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator   Shannon Mann   771-0126 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Brock Parker      unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Alan Scott   864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org

Sy Santos
President

president@taas.org
890-1982 (H)

Judy Stanley
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
269-4833 (H)

Tom Graham 
Secretary

secretary@taas.org
897-9034 (H)

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

293-2131 (H)

Bill Firth
Director

899-0950

Dee Friesen
Director

856-1593 (H)

Patricia Rose
Director

268-3747 (H)

Bill Wallace
Director

864-8212

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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