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Hola School Star-Party fans and 
potential new fans!!
 
I want to officially welcome all of you 
to the beginning of the new star-party 
school year. We have been having 
quite a few clouds lately—but not 
much rain, so I am hoping for rain and 
then clearing skies for our first school 
star party of the new school year–
at Bandelier Elementary School, 
Tuesday, August 21. I need help in the 
areas of event “owning,” telescope 
viewing, and indoor demonstrations. 
Of particular interest this year will 
be the integration of the Night Sky 
Network demonstration toolkits into 
the indoor program. Please volunteer 
to help demonstrate the effects of 
black holes, optical properties of 
telescopes, location and properties 
of extra-solar planets, etc.
 
Bandelier Elementary School 
is located east of UNM at 3309 
Pershing Street SE. The event runs 
from 7-9 p.m. (Daylight Savings Time 
Mode) so please plan on arriving 
around 6:15 for food and setup.
 
Unfortunately, I will not be able to 
attend this event, as I will be returning 
from an out-of-state wedding. If any 
of you could volunteer as “owner” 
please contact me ASAP so that I 
can go over owner responsibilities 
with you.

The Words You Never Forget by Tom Graham

“The final frontier.” Ah! What a joy when we are young, or not so young, when 
the first glimpse through a telescope lets us see only what we may have imagined. 
Everyone reading this has had that first revelation, and most of us can remember 
the pivotal instant when we had the (educationese) Ah Ha! Moment, discovering the 
joys of astronomy.

We like this stuff! When you get some other person to like this stuff, it gives you 
a sense of helping, learning, and the pleasure of introducing something new and 
exciting. Remember when you first saw the rings of Saturn? The Ring Nebula? The 
Moons of Jupiter?

I am asking you to give others that chance. School Star Parties give you the chance 
to contribute and give back and see the shine of kid’s eyes when they “see” their 
first….

I have to admit it’s a pain sometimes to pack up, go to a school, set up, have people 
all over the place, maybe there are some annoying lights; but then it happens, a 
kid says the words you never forget. They are not always the same words, but you 

School Star-Party Season 
Begins
by Shannon Mann

continued on page 2

This kid had fun!
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Sy Santos

G eneral  Me eting  News Judy Stanley

 Perfection! Get it done! Hurry! You’re late! Three more 
calls! Oh, a traffic jam! Can’t find the Bluetooth, there’s 
a cop, and the phone’s ringing; it’s the boss! Great, it’s 
raining and the railroad crossing arm is stuck. (Wiping 
rain off a helmet visor is fruitless when the arm is stuck, 
but it does provide a certain level of entertainment for 
folks watching from inside cars; trick is to have a full face 
model so they can’t read your moving lips.)

Enter astronomy, and all those nuances of modern life 
fade into dark matter. Time reverses, breathing slows, 
and senses come alive; eyes reflect ancient lights, and 
discovery abounds. It’s just you, the land you stand on, 
and all that’s out “there.” TAAS star parties are priceless 
and irreplaceable. They are fun, educational, filled with 
camaraderie, and, yes, they are relaxing. Our GNTO 
facility south of Belen offers more than astronomy. 
I’ve taken photos of the landscape there that will be 
treasured forever. It’s unmatched to other areas; it is 
pristine desert. Even the bugs are pretty for crying out 
loud (well, most of them). If you’ve ever stood on the 
GNTO bluff overlooking the beautiful valley and taken a 
picture of a sunset, you understand this. 
 
What sometimes looks like a star party bust with clouds 
often turns out to be clear as a bell in the late hours, 
usually as some folks are packing it up for the night. 
In the city, people wash trucks purely for rain dance 
purposes. In reality it doesn’t matter if there’s dirt on it, 
it’s a truck; be real. Washing is done so it will rain and 
the garden will grow while the owner is at work; it’s a 
universal law. It has nothing to do with aesthetics–please. 
We can thank certain people in TAAS for beautiful late 
night clear skies because they did the “clear dance” by 
packing up their scopes! The secret, though, is to sleep 
through the clouds and wake up to a clear sky; some 
have become quite adept at this. It’s not clear when our 
cloud receptors were installed, but they seem to work 
really well. On clear nights it’s a grand thrill to peer 
through the Isengard and marvel at a crimson star or 
to climb up a ladder to visit our old friend, the Veil, and 
study it from left to right and back again over and over; 
so much to see. If you haven’t done it–do it. You can take 
those images you see with you everywhere you go. When 
the track arm is stuck down and it’s raining, pull out a 
mental snapshot of M51 or the Ring and presto! Your 
mood improves!
 
Bottom line is, all thoughts of deadlines and “stuff” of 
the day are disseminated into nothingness during the 
hours spent at a TAAS star party, whether it’s at GNTO, 
Oak Flat, or a school star party. You enjoy a respite from 

life while building knowledge and getting to know 
other astronomers. Pete Eschman, Steve Welch, Bill 
Wallace, Gordon Pegue, Larry Cash, Bob Hufnagel, 
Carl Frisch, Dale Murray, Shannon Mann, Judy 
Stanley, Robert Ortega, and countless others have 
done a fantastic job in making sure our time at these 
events is enjoyable. They are the wizards behind the 
curtain, both past and present. On that note, while 
the participants are too numerous to mention, GNTO 
and educational service is a culture unto itself, worth 
consideration.

For those unable to travel far from home but in the 
mood for the best cherry pie this earth has ever seen, 
except for your mom’s, there is Sidewalk Astronomy. 
Pat Rose has taken the initiative to get this going 
again at Flying Star. As history has shown me 
repeatedly, there are only good things to say about 
Flying Star; can’t get enough of it. 

What I really can’t get enough of is TAAS and the 
amazing organization it has proven to be. Always 
something to do–always something to see–always 
interesting–classic TAAS.

TAAS General Meeting - Saturday, August 25,
 7:00 p.m. at Regener Hall

Astro Swap Meet: 
Trading Stories, Trading Gear

TAAS Members share their stories/experiences in brief 
(10-minute) presentations on a variety of topics...

PLUS

TAAS Members bring their cool astro-related stuff to 
swap/ share/ show off/ give away/ recycle/ sell...

Contact Judy Stanley at <jstanley@nrao.edu> to get on 
the presentation list and on the swap meet list.

don’t forget! Every Star Party some kid says the words to 
someone! (Trust me we would not have teachers if this did 
not happen.)

Come to a Star Party at a school; take a neighborhood kid, 
maybe a spouse, or neighbor.  Check out how your tax 
dollars are doing. See a look you never will forget, see the 
good stuff at schools, the smiles, and see if you can find for 
yourself that Ah Ha! moment.

The Words You Never Forget continued from page 1
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

continued on page 9

focuses on occultation monitoring and another where we can 
enjoy one of Barry Spletzer’s twilight to midnight observing 
lists.  We discussed a number of observatory maintenance and 
improvement needs and scheduled a fall work session.
 
We have a GNTO work session slated for Sunday, August 26, 
between 9 a.m. and noon.  It is time to do some weeding and 
other light site cleanup, so volunteers are requested.  Please 
bring rakes, hoes, gloves, hat, sunscreen, and plenty to drink.  
Our emphasis will be on having fun as we use this chance 
to “give back” to GNTO.  If we don’t take care of the weeds, 
they’ll take care of us!  

Two events are scheduled for September, starting with “New 
Moon” observing session on September 15.    When  sky 
conditions are favorable, Steve Welch plans to have our CCD 
imaging equipment ready in our 10-foot dome for all events.  
If you are interested in CCD imaging, please be sure to check 
with Steve.  

Our second event is one week later on September 22, starting 
at 3:00 p.m. with a GNTO Open House followed by our Fall 
Equinox Picnic.  After the picnic, Training  sessions,  along 
with another installment of our popular “Eye Candy” Sky 
Tours, follow later in the evening.  Our picnic starts at 5:30 
p.m. with our usual semi-coordinated mix of potluck dishes 
and good fortune.  The barbecue grill will be available for use.  
Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided.  

Sunset is at 7:04 p.m. on September 22, so our “Introduction 
to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope” session begins at 6:45 
p.m.  This covers most of the equipment used at GNTO, from 
the Isengard 16” reflector down to our 6” and 16” loaner 
dobsonian scopes.  Once the skies are darker, Larry Cash 
and Karen Keese will host “Eye Candy” Sky Tours.  This 
is a two- part tour, with Karen pointing out objects using a 
laser pointer, while Larry follows up later, offering telescope 
views of the more impressive tour objects.  If enough people 
are interested, we will offer “An Introduction to GNTO Astro 
Computing Resources” session prior to the sky tours.  This 
second introductory session covers computer hardware and 
astronomy-related software available at GNTO.  Steve Welch 
plans to offer a CCD Imaging demonstration that will last 
throughout the evening, using equipment set up in our 10-
foot dome.  

Be sure to mark your calendar now for this opportunity to 
learn about your observatory and enjoy the relaxed company of 
fellow observers.  Between the Open House, Picnic, Training, 
and Sky Tours, this will be a great chance to visit GNTO.  This 
mix of activities creates the perfect opportunity to visit GNTO 
for the first time or to renew your interest and check on recent 
observatory improvements.  

Our fund-raising drive for road improvements on the route 
to GNTO continues.  TAAS has made a $500 one-time 
contribution and in future years will follow with $200 for 
road maintenance.  Mesa-area residents are making similar 
contributions, but we also need TAAS members to help 
with individual donations.  Road work is being done by a 
professional contractor using heavy equipment.   Once the 
work is complete, we will have a much smoother drive to and 
from GNTO and a route that is easier to maintain.   Karen 
Keese is project treasurer and asks that you make checks 
payable to Jerry Rogers Rock Company.  To mail a check to 
Karen, sign up for road work party notification, or ask any 
questions about the project, please phone 261-0040, e-mail 
skywriter@wildblue.net, or contact her at any TAAS event.  
Remember that bumpy drive last time?  Well, I’ve sent my 
check to Karen. Have you?

Our training and observing event on July 7 was very 
successful with 12 people attending and four telescopes and 
several sets of binoculars in use.  Four people took advantage 
of training, led by Dee Friesen with help from Larry Cash 
and Gordon Pegue.  All four people who attended the 
Isengard training were new to TAAS.  Larry was the host for 
the Isengard telescope and provided some excellent views 
of Jupiter and a number of objects in the southern sky.  Steve 
Welch did a CCD imaging demo and introductory imaging 
session using our C11 equipped with ST-9E camera.  As a 
result, two people took some of their own images later in 
the evening.  Weather was mostly cloudy, with some good 
open patches to the south and southeast.  As the evening 
progressed, the sky became overcast. Eventually Steve 
urged folks to leave as rain began to threaten.  Once again, 
everyone made it out OK before the road became too wet.  
Thanks to Dee for opening the observatory and to Steve for 
closing things up as the rain hit around 11:30  p.m.  Steve 
reported that it was raining fairly heavily, and there were 
some close lightning strikes as he was leaving, so I’m glad 
he made it back safely.

Karen Keese opened the observatory for our July 14 “New 
Moon” observing event.  Bill Wallace was Isengard host 
and showed a number of Messier objects in the Milky Way.  
Karen reported 19 people attending and a good number of 
telescopes in operation.  Some people were able to view comet 
C/2006 VZ13 LINEAR, which was in Bootes at the time.  The 
comet showed a hint of green color and the barest hint of a 
tail in Gordon Pegue’s 20” telescope.  Sky conditions were 
clear until midnight when it clouded up and folks packed up 
and went home.  Thanks to Karen and Bill for their help.

Nine people attended our most recent GNTO Committee 
meeting on August 9, including Larry Cash, Ray Collins, 
Pete Eschman, Will Ferrell, Melissa Kirk, Dale Murray, 
Gordon Pegue, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch.  Dale is 
planning some fun events for GNTO including one that 
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GNTO Work Party Sunday, August 26
by Bill Wallace

Once or twice a year, the GNTO Committee schedules a work 
party to either get a number of small maintenance needs or a large 
task that requires more than a few people to accomplish.

This year the major need is to weed the observing field, the guest 
parking lot and a few paths. Weeding around buildings to provide 
fire breaks will be done as necessary.

The work party has been scheduled for 9 a.m. to 12 noon, Sunday, 
August 26. We want to spiff up the place for the Equinox picnic.

Thank you.

Isotopes and Telescopes Friday, August 17
by Becky Ramotowski

Hey Gang! We’re doing the “Isotopes and Telescopes” gig again!
I’m looking for about 6-8 astro amigos to set up scopes at the
August 17 Isotopes baseball game. They’re playing Round Rock 
Express.

We need to be set up and ready to do show and tell about our 
scopes by 6:30 p.m. The game starts at 7:05 p.m. Sunset is at 7:53 
p.m.

The Moon will be nearing first quarter phase, so it will be our 
prime show-off until dark arrives. Of course, if you have proper 
solar filters and want to show off the brightest star in the sky.....
please do! Jupiter will also be a nice showpiece high in the south.
If you’re interested lemme know! I’ll post directions and
details later.

One more thing. We need to be self-contained!! No power or cords 
will be available.        
        Let’s go play ball!

Oak Flat Star Party Saturday, August 18

Our fourth Oak Flat Star Party of 2007 is Saturday, August 18. 
Oak Flat Star Parties are hosted by TAAS and the Sandia Ranger 
District and offer the public an excellent opportunity to see New 
Mexico’s awesome dark skies through some of our best and largest 
telescopes. And all within easy driving distance! This is the next-
to-last one for 2007 with the last date being September 8.

Observing begins at sunset, weather permitting, and is suitable for 
all ages. Picnic facilities are available for those who would like to 
come early, and adjacent parking is available. Alcoholic beverages 
and pets are not allowed in the telescope viewing area.

To get there, take NM Highway 337 nine miles south of the Tijeras 
exit on I-40 and follow the signs to Oak Flat and Juniper Loop. For 
information and a map, visit www.taas.org or call 254-TAAS.

TAAS Sidewalk Astronomy Program returns to 
Corrales Sunday, August 26 
by Patricia Rose

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society’s Sidewalk Astronomy 
program has been offered another opportunity to shine for the 
wonderful folks at the Corrales Flying Star Café. As some of you 
may recall, last month’s event at the Flying Star on Juan Tabo was 
wonderful, but the Corrales event was besieged by nasty weather 
gremlins and, being wary amateur astronomers, none dared tempt 
their fury. But now, we are set for a West Side retry.

Who:    We need you to bring your telescopes, binoculars, or 
other astronomy talents to the folks entering and passing by this 
fine establishment. So, if you are interested,  have questions, 
or want to be interested but the timing is not good, contact me  
either through the TAAS-L e-mail list or at patr818@aol.com.

Why:    To bring the night sky a bit closer to the public. No, 
these are not dark-sky locations, but that is the point—to bring 
telescopes and binoculars to the people, not the people to the 
telescopes and binoculars. The Moon, always a crowd favorite, 
will be visible  the whole evening, as will Jupiter.

When:  Sunday, August 26, 2007. Setup: 7—7:30 p.m. The café is 
open until 11 p.m.

Where: Flying Star Café (www.flyingstarcafe.com) in Corrales 
at: 10700 Corrales Road, Albuquerque, NM 87114.  Phone: 505-
938-4717. Click on this link for online directions: http://www.
flyingstarcafe.com/locations.htm.

I am happy to report we had a successful Sidewalk Astronomy 
event on July 22 at the Flying Star Café on Juan Tabo. We had 5 
members–Barry Spletzer, Charlie Mullen, Tom Davies, Ed Kist, 
and myself–with 4 telescopes and one set of binoculars set up in 
the parking lot. The thick cloud cover thinned enough early on to 
treat the public to views of the Moon and Jupiter and continued 
to improve throughout the evening allowing for fun double-star 
viewing.

We had at least 50 observers stop by. I’d say we had quite a good 
mix of age groups with a fairly even split of men and women. 
There were probably around 6 to 8 young children and a good 
number of high school and college age young folks. We even had 
one family visiting from Greece stop by.  

The wonderful management and staff of the Flying Star Café 
treated us to beverages and cookies. They also seemed quite 
pleased with our event and with the observing they did.

My thanks to Barry, Charlie, Tom, and Ed for all their help and 
work to make the event on Juan Tabo a great success.

Let’s hope for similar success for the upcoming West Side revisit.
Thank You and Clear Skies. 

 

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

http://www.taas.org
www.flyingstarcafe.com
http://www.flyingstarcafe.com/locations.htm
http://www.flyingstarcafe.com/locations.htm
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the 
September 2007 issue of the Sidereal Times 
is Friday, September 14.  Please e-mail text 
as an attachment, preferably in Microsoft 
Word. Please do not embed photos in text. 
Attach photos and illustrations separately. 
The e-mail address for the newsletter editor 
is editor@taas.org.

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S

General: 
Anonymous Major Gift

Education: 
Craig Michaels/Intelligence 
Solutions

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
1 month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( J u l y  2 0 0 7 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 194 189 5
Family 63 64 -1
Educational 6 6 0 
Total Paid 263 259 4
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 34 0
Total Members 304 300 4  

 W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

KATHLEEN MURRAY
 AND PETER ALTMANN

VANCE LEY 
   DAVID MASERA

MICHAEL MOFFAIT 
RICK THORNTON 

  ELYSE WOOD

Library:  Art Ehrenholtz 
donated a complete set of 
Alex Fillippinko videotapes 
to the TAAS Library. Contact 
TAAS librarian Bob Hufnagel 
at librarian@taas.org for 
information.
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Tuesday August 21, 2007  Bandelier Elementary School
Tuesday September 11, 2007  Griegos Elementary School
Tuesday October 09, 2007  Double Eagle Elementary School
Tuesday November 06, 2007  Cochiti Elementary School
Tuesday December 04, 2007  Apache Elementary School
Tuesday January 15, 2008  Zuni Elementary School
Tuesday February 05, 2008  Alameda Elementary School
Tuesday March 04, 2008  Bosque Farms Elementary School
Tuesday April 01, 2008  Corrales Elementary School
Thursday April 24, 2008  Pajarito Elementary School (Not An
 Official Event)
Tuesday May 06, 2008  La Luz Elementary School

1
ATM Meeting

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9
GNTO
Committee

10
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

11
GNTO NM
Observing

12 13 14 15 16 17
Isotopes and 
Telescopes

18
Oak Flat Star 
Party

19 20 21 Bandelier 
Elementary
School Star
         Party

22 23
Officers
Meeting

24 25
TAAS General
Meeting

26
Sidewalk 
Astronomy,
GNTO Work 
Party

27 28 29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

A u g u s t  2 0 0 7

Here are links to maps of Bandelier Elementary School.

Regional View:
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+
Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-
95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.07075,-
106.598797&spn=0.052405,0.116386&z=13&om=0
 
Closer View:
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+
Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-9
5.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.074719,-
106.601887&spn=0.013101,0.029097&z=15&om=0
 
Welcome and Thanks!
Shannon Mann,TAAS Education Outreach Coordinator
education_coord@taas.org

School Star-Party Season Begins
continued from page 1

2007-08 School Star-Party Schedule

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.07075,-106.598797&spn=0.052405,0.116386&z=13&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.07075,-106.598797&spn=0.052405,0.116386&z=13&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.07075,-106.598797&spn=0.052405,0.116386&z=13&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.07075,-106.598797&spn=0.052405,0.116386&z=13&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.074719,-106.601887&spn=0.013101,0.029097&z=15&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.074719,-106.601887&spn=0.013101,0.029097&z=15&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.074719,-106.601887&spn=0.013101,0.029097&z=15&om=0
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=3309+Pershing+Street+SE,+Albuquerque,+NM+87106&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=26.039016,58.535156&ie=UTF8&ll=35.074719,-106.601887&spn=0.013101,0.029097&z=15&om=0
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1

2 3 4 5 
ATM Meeting

6 7 8 
Oak Flat 
Star Party

9 10 11 Griegos
Elementary
School Star
         Party

12 13 14
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

15 
GNTO NM
Observing

16  17 18     19 20 21 22 GNTO
Equinox Picnic,
Open House,
Training, 
Observing

23

    30

24

               

25 26 27
Board Meeting

28  29
TAAS General
Meeting

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 7

TAAS General Meeting

Saturday, August 25, 2007
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

Astro Swap Meet:
Trading Stories,Trading Gear

All TAAS Members are invited
 to briefly relate an astronomy experience 

and/or bring astro-items to sell, trade, or display.
Contact Judy Stanley at <jstanley@nrao.edu> to reserve your spot on the program.
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TAAS Board Meeting

July 26, 2007
UNM PandA Building

MEETING MINUTES

Officers present: Sy Santos (President), Judy Stanley (Vice 
President), Tom Graham (Secretary), Dan Clark (Treasurer), 
Pete Eschman (GNTO Director), Steve Welch, Dick Fate, Bill 
Firth, Bill Wallace, Patricia Rose, Directors.

Larry Cash, Dee Friesen, excused.

Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m.

Corrections to the June 28 Minutes:
None to report.

New Business:
Sidewalk Astronomy:  Weather was a factor but a 
good showing and good will to the community.  Pat 
will continue to expand the program and is looking for 
helpers.

Donation to Video Library:  A tape was donated to the 
library. Discussion was held on if it could be made 
into a DVD.

Donated Telescopes:  We need help cleaning some 
donated telescopes.

Twining Lane update:  There has been very little rain 
so only minor progress has been made at this date.

A resolution was passed “To have twice a year in June 
and December or at editor’s discretion, four pages 
added to the newsletter devoted to astrophotography 
by members of TAAS.  That a Web page would 
also be added devoted to photos by members that 
has links to TAAS members’ Web sites devoted to 
astrophotography.  That the total cost increase not 
exceed $300.00 per year.”  The resolution was passed 
unanimously.  
 
Correspondence: 
An anonymous donation was made to TAAS.

 Treasurer’s Report:
Account balances (as of the end of June):

General Fund:  $  5,956.06
GNTO Fund:  $  7,334.03
Education Fund: $  5,261.55

Dark Sky Fund:  $     934.31
Special Projects Fund: $  5,330.18
Science Fair Fund: $     400.00
Total Funds on Deposit: $25,216.13

Total membership count (all categories): 300

Old Business:
Astronomical league: This will be advertised at the 
general meeting and in the newsletter. The cutoff for 
this period will be August 25th.

Compendium update:  The board is working on this 
along with other members.

Meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.

TAAS to Publish Members’ Astrophotographs

by Bill Wallace

The TAAS Board of Directors has approved the 
publication of astrophotographs made by members 
of TAAS in two editions of the Sidereal Times per 
year. The newsletter will be extended by four pages 
to accommodate this astrophoto gallery.

Submissions should include the photographer’s 
name, the object name, when the image was taken, 
any other appropriate information, and of course 
the digital image. Please attach only three or fewer 
images per e-mail message. The usable range of 
image formats is more or less limited to what 
PhotoShop will take. 

By submitting an image, the photographer 
is granting TAAS permission to publish. All 
submissions should be made to editor@taas.org. 
In the event we have too many submissions for an 
issue, the selection committee will consist of the 
editor, Gary Cooper, and myself, Bill Wallace.

Additionally, the Board approved expanding 
the TAAS Web site to include member- created 
astrophotos. This will be under the control of the 
webmaster and subject to his submission rules. The 
webmaster should be publishing these rules shortly.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Tom Graham
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Bill Wallace

 
Dark Sky Tip
 
“Be Proactive: don’t wait for local construction projects to be 
completed to discover that poor lighting choices have been 
made. Most construction sites post the developer and/or 
architect names and contact information on display boards 
on site. Contact them and ask about their outdoor lighting 
design plans BEFORE it requires a costly retrofit! Even if they 
don’t budge on the first try, they will hear the message about 
glare, light trespass, and energy efficiency. If even a few IDA 
members in every region did this just once a month, we could 
educate countless members of one of our target audiences.” 
(Suggested by: Dr. Robert Stencel, IDA Colorado, in an IDA 
e-News e-mail.)  
 
Saving the Night Sky Conference, 
September 13-15, Taos
 
The first-ever southwest conference on “Saving the Night 
Sky” will take place September 13-15, 2007 at the Taos 
Convention Center. Co-sponsored by the International Dark-
Sky Association (Tucson), it is designed for preservationists, 
astronomers, lighting design professionals, cultural landscape 
stewards, historic-property owners, builders, local and other 
government officials/planners, and conservationists.
The event will feature 10 educational sessions, a Friday 
Star Party on “NM Dark Sky Appreciation Night,” and 
tours of the historic Taos Pueblo. National presenters and 
special keynotes include Alan Hale, co-discoverer of Hale-
Bopp comet; Anna Sofaer, Chaco Canyon “Sun Dagger” 
discoverer; William Wren of the University of Texas/McDonald 
Observatory; and Night Sky Tourism with Geoff Goins and 
Peter Lipscomb, New Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance 
Night Sky Program director. Local lighting ordinance “best 
practices” will also be presented. 

Conference registration and brochure are available online 
at www.nmheritage.org or by calling (505) 989-7745.
The brochure lists Taos lodging at rates reduced for the 
conference. Attendees can stay at a world-class resort 
and spa, the El Monte Sagrado, at a greatly reduced $129 
per night. Call early for your room. For program inquiries, 
contact Night Sky Program director Peter Lipscomb at (505) 
989-3696 or plipscomb@nmheritage.org. Gary Wolff is 
the Executive Director, New Mexico Heritage Preservation 
Alliance, Santa Fe, NM, 505.989.7745  /  cell 505.920.7275, 
www.nmheritage.org.

Taos and the Night Sky are great in September! Please join 
us.

There were two occultation observation opportunities in July, 
and both were clouded out. There are three opportunities for late 
August.

August 21 2:56 AM MDT (Lucina)
August 24 10:14 PM MDT (Kiso)
August 30 2:00 AM MDT (Marion)
September 9 3:41 AM MDT (Interamnia)

We always try to observe these occultation events from GNTO. 
Anyone wishing to come and watch the event and learn how we 
record them, contact me or Steve Welch. In an effort to aid finding 
the asteroids with the C-11 in the small dome, we are soliciting 
the help of any member who is an expert in drift alignment. We 
are attempting to make the alignment of the C-11 as dead-on as 
possible.

The observation opportunities are posted on our Web site: http://
complex.org/~bwalls/.

For those who are interested in scientific glory, I have discovered 
a list of asteroids that are in need of re-discovery, which is kept 
by the Minor Planet Center (MPC). Many asteroids have very 
few observations and/or are in need of updated astrometric 
observations, so the MPC solicits new observations.

Clear skies!

D a r k  S k y  S I G David Penasa

The comfortable Robert Ortega Building is open for all events.  
Our Guest Trailer is available for coffee, hot chocolate and 
any snacks you might want to share.  We’ve got a bunch of 
great equipment waiting for you at GNTO, so plan your trip to 
GNTO soon.  Why wait?  

When driving to or from GNTO, please be on the lookout for 
free-range cattle and be especially cautious around calves.  
The young ones are very unpredictable, and they love to run 
right in front of your vehicle at the last minute!  

GNTO committee meetings are open to interested TAAS 
members and provide a great way to get more involved with 
your observatory.  We need your help.   Our next scheduled 
meetings are October 4 and December 6.  We meet every other 
month at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north of 
I-40.  If you have questions about GNTO, please contact me 
(Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

GNTO News & Views, continued from page 3

A s t e r o i d  S I G

http://complex.org/~bwalls/
http://complex.org/~bwalls/
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A d v e r t i s e r s

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! Any 
TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS 
telescope.  Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.
org or 296-2479 and receive a loaner telescope absolutely 
free.  You can choose from scopes with apertures ranging  
from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS 
members.  Offer is first come first served.  Late comers will 
be put on a waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any 
lost sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

FOR SALE
Takahashi 5-inch refractor telescope with mount, 

tripod and extra lenses in new condition

Takahashi FS-128 5” f/8.1 Fluorite Apochromat 
Refractor with EM-200 Mount (equatorial motor mount 
with remote control, polar alignment telescope, and 
counter weights), wooden tripod SE-L, 7 x 50 Takahashi 
finder scope with holder, diagonal prism (1.25),  and 5 
oculars.   Oculars:  MC LE 5 mm, MC LE 7.5 mm, MC 
LE 18 mm MC LE 30 mm and Teleview 2X Barlow.  
All equipment (except tripod) in original boxes.   Used 
twice due to personal eye damage.  A Rolls Royce of 
scopes in perfect, new condition.  Price: $7,950 OBO

Contact Stan Schmidt at (505) 856-1592. 

TAAS Sky Quality 
Meter 
TAAS has a Unihedron Sky Quality Meter available 
for use by members.  You can borrow this meter 
from David Penasa at (505) 277-1141 (W) or (505) 
275-2480(H).  The SQM may be reserved on a first 
come, first served basis for durations up to one week.  
Compare the sky brightness at your favorite viewing 
site with other sites.  TAAS events such as school star 
parties, Messier SIG, and GNTO take priority.  The 
following links give information on checkout and 
operating procedures for our SQM.  
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf 

http://www.taas.org/download/
SQMDataSheet.pdf

http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf

http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf
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2 0 0 7  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator   Shannon Mann   771-0126 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Brock Parker      unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Alan Scott   864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org

Sy Santos
President

president@taas.org
890-1982 (H)

Judy Stanley
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
269-4833 (H)

Tom Graham 
Secretary

secretary@taas.org
897-9034 (H)

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

293-2131 (H)

Bill Firth
Director

899-0950

Dee Friesen
Director

856-1593 (H)

Patricia Rose
Director

268-3747 (H)

Bill Wallace
Director

864-8212

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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