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We continue fund-raising for road 
improvements on the route to 
GNTO.  TAAS made a $500 one-time 
contribution, and in future years will 
follow with $200 for road maintenance.  
Mesa area residents are making similar 
contributions, but we need TAAS 
members to help with individual 
donations.  Road work is being done by 
a professional contractor using heavy 
equipment to give us a much smoother 
drive to GNTO and a route that is 
easier to maintain.   

Karen Keese is project treasurer, and 
asks that you make checks payable to 

Jerry Rogers Rock Company.  To mail 
a check to Karen, sign up for road 
work party notification, or ask any 
questions about the project, please 
phone 261-0040, e-mail skywriter@
wildblue.net, or contact Karen at any 
TAAS event.  Remember that bumpy 
drive last time?  Well, I’ve sent my 
check to Karen, have you?

Our August 11 “New Moon” event 
had a large turnout and good 
conditions.   Skies were clear with 
intermittent horizon clouds before 
midnight and warm temperatures all 
night.  We had 19 scopes in operation 

and 39 observers, including a visitor 
from California who is a docent at 
Mount Wilson.  Observing highlights 
included plentiful Perseids, with one 
bolide that lit up the sky like a flash 
bulb!

Thanks go to Karen Keese who opened 
up the facility and provided an event 
summary, Larry Cash who served as 
host for the Isengard, and Steve Welch 
who had our imaging equipment with 
the C-11/Losmandy/ST-9 set up for 
folks to use.  Big thanks also go to Bob 
Hufnagel, who used the road dragger 
to smooth Twining Lane.

This event gave me a chance to get 
first light on our new cooled Astrovid 
StellaCam 3 video camera, which I ran 
on my 5” f/5 refractor.  We grabbed 
some nice images of M31, M33, M74 
and the Perseus Double Cluster.  Our 
new camera turns a small scope into 
a big one and will be huge help with 
our GNTO video outreach program.  
Steve and I later used the camera at our 
September 8 Oak Flat event on my 20” 
f/5 Obsession, and at the September 
11 Griegos Elementary School Star 
Party on a 10” f/4 Meade Schmidt-
Newtonian.

The folks attending the GNTO Fall 
Work Session on August 26 pulled 
weeds, painted, and cleaned buildings 
in preparation for our September 22 
Fall Equinox Picnic.  We cleared the 
parking lot and the lecture area, but 
did not complete the viewing field or 
the picnic area. We could have used 
more people.  Special thanks go to 

M31 from GNTO through a 5-inch f/5 Jaegers refractor using our new cooled StellaCam 3 
imager (30-second, single-frame exposure). Photo: Peter Eschman.
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Becky RamotowskiA s t e r o i d  S I G

“Hard Science and Poetry”
30-Minute Astronomy Haiku Competition

by Becky Ramotowski

During the social hour of the August 25 TAAS meeting, 
Shane and Becky Ramotowski hosted a 30-minute 
astronomy haiku competition.

Haiku is a Japanese poetic form that paints a mental image 
in the readers mind using only 17 syllables.  The most 
common form for haiku is three short lines with five, seven 
and five syllables respectively.  Haiku doesn’t rhyme, uses 
simple words and grammar, and is usually written with a 
nature theme.

Shane and Becky put a different spin on haiku for the 
competition and requested the theme be astronomy related.  
The announcement, writing of entrants’ competing haiku on 
the blackboard, and judging were all to be completed within 
a 30-minute time limit.

The following three entries competed:

An astro haiku?
Hard science and poetry
Together at last!
      by Barry Spletzer

Globular in sight
Absolutely fantastic
One ancient object.
     by Gordon Pegue

First quarter moon rise
Early in the autumn night
Makes a pretty sight.
     by Melissa Kirk

A prize of star-shaped sticky notes with pens was awarded 
to Barry Spletzer for his winning entry.

Team Maley/Ramotowski with our gear while we were actu-
ally recording the occultation of Interamnia. I had my Nikon 
D70 set on a tripod and made a five-minute timed exposure 
using my remote to fire the shutter.

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society‘s Asteroid Special Interest 
Group (SIG) is still in its infancy but has grown rapidly into an 
extraordinary assemblage of asteroid chasers.

Since forming earlier this year the Asteroid SIG has had two positive 
occultations, one size-defining miss, one negative asteroidal moon 
search, and a Pluto occultation (observed  by Bill Wallace and Steve 
Welch using integrating video).  

Mobile observers have also been equally triumphant with positive 
recordings.

The September 9 early morning occultation of (704) Interamnia was 
successfully recorded from a site in Los Lunas by mobile observer 
Kevin McKeown, and from Bernalillo by a mobile team consisting 
of veteran asteroid chaser Paul D. Maley of Houston, Texas, who 
joined Shane and Becky Ramotowski.

While all of this sounds exciting and fun (and it really is), there can be 
a not-so-fun side to asteroid occultation events.  This is no surprise 
to any amateur astronomer who has suffered with equipment failure 
or the villain of all time……clouds!

The Asteroid SIG has had its share of oops and things unprintable 
but has had an impressive run since forming.

And learning how to run-with-it is only as far away as GNTO.  
Home of a world class observatory and filled to the brim with first 
class equipment, GNTO is home to the Isengard 16” f/6 telescope 
permanently mounted in a 24-foot dome with Astrometric system 
drive, a laptop with Astrometric Maestro and TheSky v6 software 
(with precise go-to capability), a studio-grade monitor, Kiwi GPS 

August 28 Total Lunar Eclipse
Photo: Becky Ramotowski.

continued on page 9
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Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, Will Ferrell, Carl Frisch, Melissa 
Kirk, Patricia Rose, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch.  Like many 
things in TAAS, a small group of people do a large amount of 
the work.  Our group of workers included 5 of 10 GNTO key 
holders (Bill, Steve, Pete, Ray, and Will), 4 of 12 TAAS Board 
members (Bill, Steve, Pete, and Pat), 1 retired GNTO site 
manager (Carl), and 1 PR coordinator (Melissa).  Absent were 
any TAAS officers, many Board members (some were out of 
town), many GNTO key holders (some were out of town), and 
NO regular TAAS members!

Our next GNTO event is September 22, starting at 3:00 p.m. 
with a GNTO Open House, followed by our Fall Equinox 
Picnic.  After the picnic, we will conduct Training sessions, 
along with another installment of our popular “Eye Candy” 
Sky Tours.  Our picnic starts at 5:30 p.m. with the usual 
semi-coordinated mix of potluck dishes and good fortune.  
The barbecue grill is available for those who want to use it.  
Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided.  

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

Sunset is at 7:04 p.m. on September 22, so we will begin our 
“Introduction to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope” session 
at 6:45 p.m.  This introduction covers most of the equipment 
used at GNTO, from the Isengard 16” reflector down to our 
6” and 16” loaner dobsonian scopes.  Once the skies are 
darker, Larry Cash and Karen Keese will host “Eye Candy” 
Sky Tours.  This is a two part tour, with Karen pointing 
out objects using a laser pointer, while Larry follows up 
later, offering telescope views of the more impressive tour 
objects.  If enough people are interested, we will offer 
“An Introduction to GNTO Astro-Computing Resources” 
session prior to the sky tours.  This second introductory 
session covers computer hardware and astronomy-related 
software available at GNTO.  Steve Welch plans to offer a 
CCD imaging demonstration that will last throughout the 
evening, using equipment set up in our 10-foot dome.  If you 
are interested in CCD imaging, please be sure to check with 
Steve.  

Mark your calendar now for this opportunity to learn about 
your observatory and enjoy the relaxed company of fellow 
observers.  Between the Open House, Picnic, Training, and 
Sky Tours, this will be a great chance to visit GNTO.  This 
mix of activities creates the perfect opportunity to visit 
GNTO for the first time, or to renew your interest and check 
on recent observatory improvements.  

Our single October event is a “New Moon” observing 
opportunity on October 13.  This overlaps the Okie-Tex star 
party in Kenton, Oklahoma, that many of us plan to attend.  
Steve Welch is scheduled to open the facility and serve as 
host for the Isengard telescope, while Bill Wallace will back 
up Steve for these duties.  If you have questions about this 
event, please plan to contact Steve or Bill, since I will be out 
of town.

When driving to or from GNTO, please be on the lookout for 
free-range cattle and be especially cautious around calves.  
The young ones are very unpredictable, and they love to run 
right in front of your vehicle at the last minute!  

We will have the comfortable Robert Ortega Building open 
for all events.  Our Guest Trailer is available for coffee, hot 
chocolate and any snacks you might want to share.  We’ve 
got a bunch of great equipment waiting for you at GNTO, so 
plan your trip to GNTO soon.  Why wait?  

GNTO committee meetings are open to any TAAS members 
and provide a great way to get more involved with your 
observatory.  We need your help.  Our next scheduled 
meetings are October 4 and December 6.  We meet every 
other month at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just 
north of I-40.  If you have questions about GNTO, please 
contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

M33 (above) and M51 (below) taken at GNTO through a 5-inch f/5 
Jaegers refractor using our new cooled StellaCam 3 imager (30- and 
20-second, single-frame exposures). Photos: Peter Eschman.
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Griegos School Star Party September 11

by Melissa Kirk

Skies were partly cloudy on September 11 during the Griegos 
School star party. Dick Tate, Bob Havlen, Dee Friesen, Steve 
Welch, Pete Eschman, John Lanning, Tom Graham, Patricia 
Rose, Larry Cash, Shannon Mann, myself, and others presented 
the night sky to students and their families. Pete and Steve set up 
the “stellar” camera on Steve’s daughter’s telescope. Chicken and 
potato salad were served in the school cafeteria. As is the case with 
many star parties, the sky cleared when much of the equipment 
was already packed away.

This was the first school star party officially sponsored by 
TAAS where a Night Sky Network toolkit was used. I created a 
moonscape out of flour and dropped rocks on it. Then, children 
experimented, holding a flashlight to the moonscape at different 
angles. They could see more details when they held the light at an 
angle as opposed to directly above the moonscape. Thus it is that, 
when the moon is full, details of its landscape are more washed out 
than when it is not full.

Oak Flat Star Party September 8

by Dale Murray

The Oak Flat Star Party on Saturday September 8 was a mixed 
success. Early on there were several picnics. While we endured 
mostly cloudy conditions for most of the night, there were thirteen 
telescopes and around a hundred visitors. Despite the conditions 
a few sucker holes allowed most of the public some limited views 
of Jupiter and some of the clusters and nebula around Scorpio 
and Sagittarius. Other objects around Cygnus and Cassiopeia 
were also occasionally available. Spirits were high and the public 
substituted questions about scopes and other astronomical topics 
for views. The public attendance faded around 9:00 to 9:30 
with some more hardy astronomers hanging around until nearly 
midnight. At least it did not rain. 

Two August Events

by Patricia Rose

Sidewalk Astronomy in Corrales August 26

On August 26 we made a second attempt at Sidewalk Astronomy 
at the Flying Star Café in Corrales.  Tom Graham and I showed 
up ready, willing, and able; however, the event was overwhelmed 
by cloud cover and intermittent rain, again (sadness).  The Flying 
Star Café did a nice job of in-store and Web site advertising of 
the event, and we had a very nice chat with a couple who came 
just “to look through telescopes.”   We also talked up some of the 
other TAAS events with these fine folks.  We then met with the 
manager to discuss plans for future events, possibly October as 
the skies start to clear (hopefully).  

Tingley Beach August 27

On August 27 we had an event at Tingley Beach.  Always a very 
nice event, it is hosted by Michael Moffett, a relatively new TAAS 
member.  As usual, Michael did a Moonlight Bosque hike that 
ended at the telescopes.  We finally had some clear skies.  Tom 
Davies and I had a wonderful time showing the night sky to 
the 25 or so folks who attended.  Tom even made some fliers to 
pass out promoting the Oak Flat event on September 8.  Thanks, 
Tom.  The crowd split their time between looking through our 
telescopes and listening to Michael’s lecture on owls.  This was 
the last summer event for Tingley Beach this year.  Michael hopes 
to try to get some autumn events scheduled in a couple of months.

Sidewalk Astronomy at the Flying Star Café
on a clear day

UNM Observatory Report for Friday, September 14

by Eric Edwards

Three TAAS members helped out as docents at the Friday night 
observing session at UNM, Patricia Rose, Eric Edwards, and 
Daniel (last name not recorded).  Both Eric and Patricia had their 
own scopes, and Daniel, who is also a UNM student, operated the 
UNM scope in the big dome.  We had 2 UNM faculty on hand and 
2 other students with telescopes in the courtyard.  Approximately 
15 to 20 students and public showed up for viewing.  Skies were 
clear, seeing was average, but transparency was poor.  We were 
able to see the Ring Nebula, M13, M6, M8, M31, a two-day-old 
Moon, and Jupiter’s moons.  Overall a successful event, and a few 
students were able to complete their Astronomy 101 observing 
work.
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Beverly Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the October  
2007 issue of the Sidereal Times is Friday, 
October 12.  Please e-mail text as an 
attachment, preferably in Microsoft Word. 
Please do not embed photos in text. Attach 
photos and illustrations separately. The e-
mail address for the newsletter editor is 
editor@taas.org.

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S

General: Albert Bretner, 
James Degnan, Melissa 
Kirk, Thomas Potter, Sidney 
Stone, Monty Woods

Education: Belen United 
Methodist Church

GNTO: Melissa Kirk

Dark Sky: Marilyn Childs, 
Larry Compton, Ed Juddo, 
Jewel Karpel, Thomas Potter

Special Projects: Ray Collins

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( A u g u s t  2 0 0 7 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 189 194 -5
Family 60 63 -3
Educational 7 6 1 
Total Paid 256 263 -7
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 34 0
Total Members 297 304 -7  

 W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

JEFF AND VICKIE AVERHOFF,
  GREGORY DILLON,

 JOHN AND COURTNEY AND 
JULIE KALTENBACH, 

 BOB MORGAN, 
THOMAS POTTER,

 CINDY RIEDEL, 
ARTHUR VANDEREEDT
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Annual Star Party in Placitas October 6

by Shannon Mann

 On Saturday, October 6, The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
(TAAS) and Las Placitas Association will host the annual star party to promote 
dark skies in the Placitas community. The party begins around sunset, which 
occurs at 6:43 p.m., but please arrive closer to 6:00 for setup. Like last year’s 
Placitas star party, the event will be at the Homestead Village Shopping 
Center (Merc) with telescopes set up along the dirt road leading toward the 
Homesteads subdivision (see map on page 7). 
 Please come out with your telescopes and binoculars and be ready 
to answer lots of great questions from the public! The Moon won’t rise until 
2:44 a.m., so it won’t brighten up our relatively dark skies. Be sure to arrive 
early to catch Jupiter and its four bright moons setting in the west and stay 
late to see the ghostly edge of our own Milky Way Galaxy rising during the 
evening, reaching its highest position by 9:00 p.m. For additional information, 
call Shannon Mann at 771-0126.

Map on page 7 courtesy of Barry Gordon 

What objects have you captured 
Out There?

The Sidereal Times is gathering material 
for a semiannual gallery of members’ 
astrophotographs. You are encouraged to 
e-mail your favorite original astrophotos 
any time to editor@taas.org. Please attach 
only three or fewer images per e-mail 
message and include the word gallery in 
the subject line. Use additional messages 
to attach more photos. Entries should 
include the photographer’s name, the 
object name, when you made the image, 
and any other appropriate information. 
Of course, by submitting an image, the 
photographer grants TAAS permission to 
edit as necessary and to publish it.
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1 2 3
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4
GNTO
Committee
Meeting

5 6
Placitas
Star Party

7 8 9 Double Eagle
Elementary
School Star
         Party

10 11 12
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

13
GNTO NM
Observing

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21  22 23     24 25
Officers 
Meeting

26 27
TAAS General
Meeting

28

    

29

               

30 31

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
O c t o b e r  2 0 0 7
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s

GOV. RICHARDSON PROCLAIMS SEPTEMBER 14, 2007,  
“NEW MEXICO DARK SKY APPRECIATION NIGHT”

 New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson has proclaimed 
a special night of observation under New Mexico’s pristine 
night skies for Friday, September 14th, 2007. The proclamation 
recognizes the uniqueness of New Mexico’s night sky and 
encourages citizens as well as visitors to turn off artificial lights, 
go outside and enjoy the blessings of an unspoiled night sky. 
Governor Richardson states that “all New Mexicans deserve the 
right to gaze upward and enjoy the heritage of a pristine, unspoiled 
sky, unchanged through the length of human history.”

 Under the leadership of New Mexico Heritage 
Preservation Alliance (NMHPA), the state’s first Dark Sky 
Appreciation Night was held in 1999, the same year the New 
Mexico Night Sky Protection Act was signed into law. The act 
regulates outdoor lighting to preserve and enhance the state’s 
dark sky while promoting safety and conserving energy.  One 
of the first laws of its kind in the United States, it makes dark 
skies a priority in New Mexico for its history, culture, industry, 
and economy.  In addition to the law, many concerned 
municipalities have passed local ordinances further regulating 
the use of outdoor lighting. The Act, available in the NMHPA 
publication “Guide to Night Sky Friendly Lighting,” provides 
an introduction to light pollution and explains what New 
Mexicans can do to preserve our night sky. The booklet can be 
downloaded from http://www.nmheritage.org or obtained by 
calling the NMHPA Night Sky Program at 505-989-3696.

 The Night Sky Program is an educational outreach 
program providing information to individuals, businesses, and 
municipalities interested in working to reduce and prevent the 
negative consequences of light pollution throughout the state 
of New Mexico. The NMHPA is a statewide, private, nonprofit 
organization that promotes, protects, and advocates for New 
Mexico’s heritage. In 1999, it declared the New Mexico night sky 
one of our “Most Endangered” cultural resources—an annual 
designation of historical properties, archeological sites, and 
other cultural resources threatened by human encroachment 
and neglect. 

 1st Annual Southwest Night Sky Conference  The 1st 
Annual Southwest Night Sky Conference was held September 
13—15 in Taos, NM.  A public star party on the field adjacent 
to Taos Town Hall was hosted by the Night Sky Program of the 
NMHPA and the El Valle Astronomers. 

 Dark Sky Friendly Light Fixtures   Looking for a dark 
sky friendly fixture for your home?  Visit the IDA’s Fixture 
Seal of Approval (FSA) Web page at http://www.darksky.org/
programs/fixture-seal-of-approval.php.  There you will find a 
directory of up-to-date fixtures approved by IDA to preserve 
and protect the nighttime environment.  If you’re having 
problems locating these at your big box store, you can easily 
order dark sky friendly lighting products by visiting their 
Distributors Directory at http://www.darksky.org/lighting/. 

Tom GrahamD a r k  S k y  S I G David Penasa

 Or visit some of them directly at their Web sites: Green 
Earth Lighting, http://www.greenearthlighting.com/, Starry 
Night Lights, http://www.starrynightlights.com/, RAB, http://
www.rabweb.com/common/catalog/pages/WSHADE.pdf.

TAAS Officers Meeting

August 23, 2007
Flying Star Restaurant 10700 Corrales Road

Officers present: Sy Santos (President), Judy Stanley (Vice 
President), Tom Graham (Secretary). 

Dan Clark (Treasurer) excused.

Meeting called to order at 7:06 p.m.

Corrections to the July minutes:
None to report.

New Business: 
Friday nights at UNM Observatory are resuming, and 
TAAS members are encouraged to attend and support 
this venue.

Discussion was held to prepare the full board to discuss 
a proposal:

“That those TAAS members that have had twenty 
straight years become lifetime members, and all dues 
are waived for that member.  A one-time fee of $600.00 
also would entitle one to be a lifetime member.”

Discussion was also held for the full board to consider, 
“That the next board, Webmaster, and newsletter editor 
have dues waived while serving on the board or as the 
Webmaster or editor.”

Correspondence: 
None.

Treasurer’s Report:
None.

Committee Reports:
All committee reports will be published in the Sidereal 
Times. (Note: All committee chairs will send their 
reports directly to the newsletter editor, Gary Cooper.)

Old Business: 
We are still awaiting a review of the minutes by those 
assigned various years’ minutes for resolutions and 
passed motions in order to update the compendium. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

http://www.nmheritage.org/
http://www.darksky.org/programs/fixture-seal-of-approval.php.�
http://www.darksky.org/programs/fixture-seal-of-approval.php.�
http://www.darksky.org/lighting/
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A s t e r o i d  S I G  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2

system, StellaCam EX or cooled StellaCam 3 video cameras, 
and a Mogg .6 focal reducer (results in f/3.7 on the Isengard). 
 
Also available for use in occultations (the Isengard is 
primarily a visual instrument, and visual use has priority 
in case of rare conflicts) is an 11-inch Celestron C11 on a 
Losmandy G11 German-equatorial mount in the 10-foot dome. 
Both instruments can be used simultaneously if needed. 
 
Steve Welch often adds his own assorted mix such as a Watec WAT-
902H2 Ultimate camera, DV Video Recorder Camera for recording 
to tape, and an Atik or Antares 0.5 focal reducer.

GNTO has all that’s needed to add asteroid notches to your observing 
belts.  Of course, you can always set up at your home using personal 
gear if the asteroid path happens to cooperate, and occasionally it 
does!  Or go mobile to record a part of the path not covered by others 
due to weather or lack of observers.  

There are always more asteroids than astronomers watching them, 
and so it is critical to recruit more participants into the Asteroid 
SIG.  Data collected by amateurs like us is used by professional 
astronomers and scientists.  It’s your chance to contribute to real 
science, and it’s really fun!

You don’t need state-of-the-art equipment to record a star dimming or 
disappearing while an asteroid passes in front of it.  Modest apertures 
and a few easy-to-acquire recording devices, a microcassette or 
digital voice recorder, and an audible WWV time signal to include 
with your voice recordings will also suffice.  This gear is somewhat 
Jurassic by modern standards, but it will get the job done.  I’m still 
in the dinosaur age myself.

Kevin McKeown recorded the (704) Interamnia occultation of 
September 9 using a voice recorder and WWV radio signal for 
documenting the time on tape and filed the following report. 

“When I decided to pack up at 3:30 a.m., it being hopeless, amazingly 
the sky started to clear in one region where I could see Auriga.  With 

5 minutes to go, things were perfectly clear.  The heavy clouds to 
the north actually made for darker skies since they blocked light 
pollution from Albuquerque up north.  

“I easily found the ‘star’ (star + asteroid) in my 8-inch at 80 power.  
The seeing was very good. With WWV dubbing in, this is what I 
observed:

“At UTC 9 hours 40 minutes 48.3 seconds the ‘star’ was ‘cut’ in half, 
brightness-wise.  I clearly discerned this.  This timing should be a 
good number.

“At UTC 9 hours 40 minutes 57.8 seconds the ‘star’ brightened up 
again.  For a number of reasons, this number may be less reliable—
just a feeling I have.

“It just seemed to take a brief period of time for me to perceive the 
brightness increase.

“Thus, the star was out for 9.5 seconds.”

The mobile team of Maley and the Ramotowskis recorded a 13.42-
second dimming of the star being occulted by (704) Interamnia from 
a site in Bernalillo.  The team used an image intensifier on a camera 
input to a camcorder with a Celestron C8 borrowed from Steve 
Welch. The only nail-biting part of their adventure was waiting until 
4:58 p.m. Friday afternoon for permission to use pueblo land and 
then watching clouds circle like wagons just moments before event 
time.

Bill Wallace went solo for the first time at his home near Belen and 
after setting up equipment that performed perfectly was skunked by 
mischievous clouds.   

Steve Welch and Pete Eschman were foiled by a variety of gremlins 
on this occasion but gained valuable knowledge for next time—and 
there’s always a next time, usually sooner than you think!  

As you can see, each observer might have a very different experience.  
Some good, some bad, some downright ugly.  But it’s all part of the 
thrill, and most importantly it’s a chance to be very special for a few 
seconds. 

After all, imagine standing on the surface of a planet (that’s revolving 
at 900 miles an hour), in the shadow of an asteroid that is a couple 
of hundred million miles away as it passes between a star that’s 
probably over 100 light years away and you.  That’s a pretty special 
place to be in this universe. 

For more information about TAAS, GNTO, and the Asteroid SIG go 
to www.taas.org/ or The International Occultation Timing Association 
www.lunar-occultations.com/iota/iotandx.htm or contact the eager 
Asteroid SIG members below who are ready to expand the group 
and show those new to the “sport” the ropes:

Bill Wallace            <wcwallace2@comcast.net>
Pete Eschman         <eschman@unm.edu>
Steve Welch            <swelch@complex.org>
Becky Ramotowski <asteroid@beckster.cotse.net>

Pete Eschman, Kevin McKeown, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch 
contributed to this article.

Looking northeast. The stars of Orion can be seen trail-
ing. This five-minute image exaggerates the skyglow.

http://www.taas.org/
http://www.lunar-occultations.com/iota/iotandx.htm
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A d v e r t i s e r s

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! Any 
TAAS member can use this coupon  to borrow a TAAS 
telescope.  Contact Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.
org or 296-2479 and receive a loaner telescope absolutely 
free.  You can choose from scopes with apertures ranging  
from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS 
members.  Offer is first come first served.  Late comers will 
be put on a waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any 
lost sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 
Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

FOR SALE
Takahashi 5-inch refractor telescope with mount, 

tripod and extra lenses in new condition

Takahashi FS-128 5” f/8.1 Fluorite Apochromat 
Refractor with EM-200 Mount (equatorial motor mount 
with remote control, polar alignment telescope, and 
counter weights), wooden tripod SE-L, 7 x 50 Takahashi 
finder scope with holder, diagonal prism (1.25),  and 5 
oculars.   Oculars:  MC LE 5 mm, MC LE 7.5 mm, MC 
LE 18 mm MC LE 30 mm and Teleview 2X Barlow.  
All equipment (except tripod) in original boxes.   Used 
twice due to personal eye damage.  A Rolls Royce of 
scopes in perfect, new condition.  Price: $7,950 OBO

Contact Stan Schmidt at (505) 856-1592. 

TAAS Sky Quality 
Meter 
TAAS has a Unihedron Sky Quality Meter available 
for use by members.  You can borrow this meter 
from David Penasa at (505) 277-1141 (W) or (505) 
275-2480(H).  The SQM may be reserved on a first 
come, first served basis for durations up to one week.  
Compare the sky brightness at your favorite viewing 
site with other sites.  TAAS events such as school star 
parties, Messier SIG, and GNTO take priority.  The 
following links give information on checkout and 
operating procedures for our SQM.  
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf 

http://www.taas.org/download/
SQMDataSheet.pdf

http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf

http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf
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2 0 0 7  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator   Shannon Mann   771-0126 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Brock Parker      unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Alan Scott   864-4490(H)  webmaster@taas.org

Sy Santos
President

president@taas.org
890-1982 (H)

Judy Stanley
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
515-5780 (C)

Tom Graham 
Secretary

secretary@taas.org
897-9034 (H)

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

293-2131 (H)

Bill Firth
Director

899-0950

Dee Friesen
Director

856-1593 (H)

Patricia Rose
Director

268-3747 (H)

Bill Wallace
Director

864-8212

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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