
Road-Building Project 
Completed
by Karen Keese

On December 13 and 14, 2007, the observatory road-building 
project was completed. Rain and snowmelt on the mesa in early 
December contributed to perfect soil grading conditions, and 
the big rig rolled again. Claudine has now been crowned and 
ditched for drainage along its entire length. We did not have 
sufficient funds to crown and ditch Star Way, but because it is 
sloped, water is not expected to pool there.

Once AT&T has completed their fiber optic work along Twining, 
tentatively projected for February, we will assess 

their new access road for use as the last leg of our new route. 
For now, members are urged to turn onto the old Twining Lane 
from Star Way, as the higher access road (which runs west 
of and parallel to Twining) contains open trenches and other 
obstacles.

The Road Committee will monitor the new route throughout 
the year to see how it fares under various weather conditions, 
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by Shannon Mann
TAAS Educational Outreach Coordinator

During calendar year 2007, TAAS member Tom Davies 
requested generous funds from his employer Xilinx, Inc., 
of Albuquerque to provide astronomical materials to TAAS 
Educational Outreach for use in Albuquerque Public Schools. 
Tom, along with TAAS members and Xilinx employees Eric 
Edwards, Kathy Howard and Linda Trappet supported the 
idea for TAAS and APS educators to collaborate so students 
are exposed to astronomical topics before, during, and even 
after a TAAS school star party. I liked the idea, especially 
to provide an astro-warm-up for students and teacher before 
the onslaught of telescopes and indoor demonstrations. 
After a little planning, accounting, and ordering, materials 
arrived right before the end of 2007. Thanks also to Sherry 
Fitzmaurice, also of Xilinx for supporting the idea within 
the organization and making it happen.

The funds purchased numerous hardback astronomical 
guidebooks, large-format David Levy planispheres, 
laminated Moon field maps, and Sky and Telescope pocket 
sky atlases. Materials will be given to all schools that 
participated in the 2007-2008 educational outreach program 
through TAAS (12 schools in all). So to Tom and Xilinx—
a huge astronomical THANK YOU from TAAS and the 
schoolchildren of Albuquerque. In fact, Tom, thanks to you 
and Xilinx for your SECOND year of support of the TAAS 
Educational Outreach Program!

Xilinx, Inc., is a worldwide provider of programmable logic 
solutions based in San Jose, California. 

High-Tech Corporation Funds 
Expanded School Materials

 for TAAS Educational Outreach 
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You are invited to the TAAS Awards Banquet
Where: The Event Palace, 1413 Eubank Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87112 
Date: 26th of January, 2008.
Cost: $13 per person.  Dress: Casual
Phone: 505-323-3730  See the map below.

The event begins at 6:30 p.m. The dinner is buffet style. The 
party lasts until 11 p.m.

An abbreviated TAAS meeting will be held prior to the dinner 
to elect the 2008 officers. (Vote in person or return your 
Proxy Ballot found on page 11 of this issue.) TAAS 2007 
Awards will be presented after dinner beginning around 8:00 
p.m.

Menu:  
Salad: Fresh mixed greens w/Ranch or Italian dressing
Entrées available:
Lemon grilled chicken marinated with fresh herbs
Brisket baked and spiced to perfection
Baked potatoes served with sides
Fresh steamed veggies
Carrot cake for dessert
Hot tea and lemonade

To keep costs down and comply with liquor licensing laws, liquor 
is not allowed on the premises. Smoking is only allowed in the 
parking lot.

Please respond by the 15th of January, 2008, by mailing a 
check and telling us how many people in your party will eat 
dinner.

Make checks payable to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society. Mail the checks and responses to P.O. Box 50581, 
Albuquerque, NM  87181-0581.
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Special Announcement for the TAAS Banquet and 
Election of Officers on Saturday, January 26

To all TAAS Members:

It is very important that we know how many people are 
planning to attend the TAAS annual banquet this January 
26. The club has committed to purchase 85 meals from the 
catering company, and as of January 9, we have only 10 
people attending.

We have to tell the catering company how many meals 
to prepare by January 20, so we need to know if you are 
attending now. Please mail your check for $13 per person to 
TAAS, P.O. Box 50581, Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581 by 
Tuesday, January 15. Also e-mail treasurer@taas.org and tell 
us how many will be in your party.

Don’t forget to bring your proxy ballot to the banquet or mail 
it by January 22!

Shane Ramotowski

The proxy ballot form is on page 11 of this issue. --Ed.

and we will deal with issues as they come up. You may recall 
that a coalition of mesa landowners and TAAS has agreed 
to contribute annually to a maintenance fund for “touch-up” 
grading by our contractor.

Reflective way-finding arrows will soon be installed at the two 
intersections of the new route to aid those traveling to and 
from GNTO in the dark. An anonymous contributor has funded 
the purchase of these commercial-grade signs. The Road 
Committee also wants to purchase double-sided, reflective 
street signs for the two new intersections. The cost of the four 
street signs plus mounting hardware is $121.80. If you would 
like to help purchase the street signs, please contact Karen 
Keese at skywriter@wildblue.net or 261-0040. Commercial-
grade street-sign posts have already been secured.

We are also still seeking building materials for a second 
headlight block, as detailed in the December 2007 Sidereal 
Times. Please contact Karen to contribute any of those 
materials.

If you have been reluctant to travel to GNTO because of road 
conditions, you will be pleasantly surprised when you drive 
the new route. My cream-puff highway car positively sails to 
GNTO now! I encourage you to give the new route a try. For 
a map, contact Observatory Director Pete Eschman at gnto@
taas.org or 873-1517.

R o a d - B u i l d i n g  P r o j e c t
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

continued on page 6
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

communication from our TAAS Board to the membership.  
Instructions on how to subscribe to TAAS-L may be found 
on our Web site under “All about TAAS” and then “Get 
Connected with a Listserv.”  Please contact our treasurer, 
Dan Clark, if you want your e-mail added to our database 
so that you can receive BODOEL event notices.

Our most recent training sessions at GNTO were scheduled 
for January 5.  Again the weather was challenging; however 
Steve Welch and Bill Wallace opened the facility and gave 
a facility tour to Mark Fleenor, but by 6 p.m. it was obvious 
that weather conditions were completely overcast.  Since no 
other folks were likely to visit GNTO that night, they called 
it quits and returned to town.  Big thanks go to Steve and 
Bill for being there, even though weather conditions made 
it a long shot.

On January 21 there is a very favorable asteroid occultation 
event passing right over portions of New Mexico.  According 
to current predictions, the center of the  path goes over 
Santa Fe and Rio Rancho and is 208 kilometers wide, with a 
predicted southern limit about 15 km north of Socorro.  The 
event is the occultation of a magnitude 10.1 star in Pisces 
by the 12th magnitude asteroid Egeria (13) at 7:11 p.m. local 
time.  As part of the TAAS Asteroid SIG, we hope to observe 
the occultation from GNTO and other stations in New 
Mexico.

Our next Observing sessions are scheduled for January 19, 
February 2, and February 9.  Please note that our previously 
scheduled observing on February 16 has been canceled in 
favor of observing on February 2.  Our February 9 event 
will be our “New Moon” observing opportunity for 
February.   Steve Welch plans to have the imaging equipment 
available for the February GNTO events.  We will have the 
comfortable Robert Ortega building open and heated for all 
winter activities.  Our Guest Trailer is available for coffee, 
hot chocolate and any snacks you might want to share.  
We’ve got a bunch of great equipment waiting for you at 
GNTO, so plan your trip to GNTO soon.  Why wait?  

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members, and they provide a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory.  We need your help.  Our 
next scheduled meeting is February 7.  We meet every other 
month at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north of 
I-40.  If you have questions about GNTO, please contact me 
(Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

As I reported last month, the new route to GNTO is now 
open.  New driving directions have been distributed at our 
general meetings, and you are welcome to contact me if 
you need detailed instructions.  As a direct result of your 
contributions, we have a much smoother drive to GNTO, and 
a route that is easier to maintain.  Financial contributions 
are still welcome to fund additional roadwork and other 
improvements to the new route.

Weather did not cooperate for our December 8 “New Moon” 
observing event, so we were forced to cancel.  We followed 
our GNTO event cancellation notification policy by posting 
a cancellation message to our TAAS hotline at 254-TAAS 
(254-8227) under the Special Events menu (phone menu 
choice 2).  We also posted a cancellation notice to our TAAS-
L listserv.  Although not always possible, this time we also 
sent a cancellation message by way of the BODOEL (Board 
of Directors Official E-mail List).  

Our TAAS-L listserv is available by subscription, while 
the BODOEL notices are automatically sent to all e-mail 
addresses in our TAAS member database.  TAAS-L is 
for discussion, while BODOEL notices are a one-way 

Looking Back: Some Notable Events of 2007

February—The TAAS Board established new Asteroid and 
Double Star SIGs.

March—Longtime friend and neighbor of GNTO, “Cowboy” 
Klapps passed away.

April—Fund-raising for the GNTO road-building project began.
Cosmic Carnival joined Fiestas de Albuquerque to celebrate 
National Astronomy Day.

May—Forty-five people participated in the Spring Messier 
Marathon at GNTO.

July—TAAS revived its Sidewalk Astronomy Nights program.
GNTO purchased a new Peltier-cooled StellaCam III video 
camera with funds from a grant by Intel Corporation.

September—The  first-ever southwest conference on “Saving 
the Night Sky” was held in Taos. Over 30 people attended the 
Fall Equinox Picnic, Training, and Eye Candy Sky Tours at 
GNTO.

October—TAAS partnered with Las Placitas Association to 
host the annual Placitas Star Party. Vandals damaged the Ortega 
Building and outhouse at GNTO.

November—The new, smoother route to GNTO opened to 
TAAS members..
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A d v e r t i s e r s

TAAS Sky Quality Meter 
TAAS has a Unihedron Sky Quality Meter available for 
use by members.  You can borrow this meter from David 
Penasa at (505) 277-1141 (W) or (505) 275-2480(H).  
The SQM may be reserved on a first come, first served 
basis for durations up to one week.  Compare the sky 
brightness at your favorite viewing site with other sites.  
TAAS events such as school star parties, Messier SIG, 
and GNTO take priority.  The following links give 
information on checkout and operating procedures 
for our SQM. 
 
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf 

http://www.taas.org/download/
SQMDataSheet.pdf

http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf

C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O
Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  If 
your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested in the idea 
of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee is investigating the 
interest in and options for a car-pool program to the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more accessible 
to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to attend functions at 
the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset that all TAAS members 
should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We all need to decide if a car-pool 
program would help accomplish this goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also like to 
get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First would 
be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, we could 
arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large store parking 
lot for example), from which we would car-pool the final distance to 
GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-pooling are 
(1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure times and (3) 
willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or suggestions, 
please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other member of the GNTO 
committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-1593 or friesend@comcast.net. 
The GNTO e-mail address is GNTO@TAAS.org.

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! Any 
TAAS member can borrow a TAAS telescope.  Contact 
Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 296-2479 
and receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can 
choose from scopes with apertures ranging  from 6” to 
13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS 
members.  Offer is first come first served.  Late comers 
will be put on a waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any 
lost sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.

http://www.taas.org/download/SQMCheck-Out.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMDataSheet.pdf
http://www.taas.org/download/SQMUsage.pdf
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General: Sam Deluca

Education: Sam Deluca, 
Chris Wilson

GNTO: Sam Deluca, Ed Kist

Dark Sky: Sam Deluca, David 
Frizzell, Ed Kist, Paul Lin, 
David Penasa

Special Projects: Sam Deluca

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevaton
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the next  issue 
of the Sidereal Times is Friday, February 
8. Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word. Please do not 
embed photos in text. Attach photos and 
illustrations separately. The e-mail address 
for the newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
( D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 7 )

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 204 204  0
Family 70 72 -2
Educational 9 9  0
Total Paid 283 285 -2
Honorary 7 7  0
Complimentary 34 34  0
Total Members 324 326 -2  

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S  W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

NANCY IBOLD

CAROL CUMMINGS

GEORGE COOPER 

 SAM DELUCA 

SANDRA GODWIN
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I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who contributed to the 
success of this project. You have ensured 
a legacy of access to our observatory for 
all members, regardless of vehicle type. 
You are trailblazers, all.

For serving on the Observatory Road 
Committee, thank you Bob Hufnagel, Carl 
Frisch, Larry Cash, and Steve Welch. For 
acting as advisor to the Road Committee, 
thank you Pete Eschman.

For contributing dollars and/or sweat, thank 
you Debra and John Chase, Anonymous, 
Bob Hufnagel, Pete Eschman, Complex 
Systems Research Inc. (Steve Welch 
and Penny Boston), Carl Frisch and 
Karen Keese, Bob Kyrlach, Jim Rickey, 

Ralph Thorman, Patricia Rose, Ernie 
Reaves, Anonymous, Ed Kist, and mesa 
landowners.

Finally, a special BIG thank you to 
Bob Hufnagel, Larry Cash, and Carl 
Frisch for dragging and grooming 
Twining Lane in years past—a bone-
rattling, gas-guzzling, back-breaking, 
equipment-mangling task if ever there 
was one! Your hard work has been SO 
appreciated, even if we don’t say it often 
enough.

Please thank all these fine people when 
you see them, for your smooth ride to 
GNTO, past, present, and future. I hope 
to see you out there, under the stars.

R o a d - B u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2 School Star Party Schedule
2008

Tuesday February 5
Alameda Elementary School

Tuesday March 4
Bosque Farms Elementary School

Tuesday April 1
Corrales Elementary School

Thursday April 24
Pajarito Elementary School
(Not an official event)

Tuesday May 6
La Luz Elementary School

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 8
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Saturday, January 26, 2008

TAAS Awards Banquet
6:30—11:00 P.M.

The Event Palace, 1413 Eubank Blvd. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112

$13 per person      Casual Dress
Phone: 505-323-3730

For more details and a map, see page 2.

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training .
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy.  
Corner of Lomas and Yale.

              = School Star Party.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

TAAS AWARDS BANQUET

F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Tom Graham

TAAS OFFICERS MEETING
December 13, 2007

Flying Star Restaurant 10700 Corrales Road

MEETING MINUTES

Officers present: Sy Santos (President), Tom Graham 
(Secretary), Cheryl Graham as an observer.

Officers absent: Judy Stanley (Vice President) and Dan Clark 
(Treasurer) excused.

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.
As only two officers were present, it was decided that no 
business was to be discussed, and we had a wonderful 
dinner.

Corrections to the November Minutes:
None to report.

New Business:
None

Correspondence: 
None

Treasurer’s Report:
To be reported in the Sidereal Times.

Committee Reports;
All committee reports will be published in the Sidereal 
Times. (Note: All committee chairs will send their 
reports directly to the Newsletter Editor, Gary Cooper, 
at editor@taas.org.)

Official Calendar Update: 
No changes.

Old Business:
None

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

Bill WallaceA s t e r o i d  S I G

Steve and I have working versions of OccultWatch running. With 
it we can see all of the main predictions, but also the NA Low 
Probability and NA Low Magnitude predictions. As a result we 
know there far more events to watch than the main IOTA feed. 
Steve has attempted several occultation observations on the basis 
of what OccultWatch has provided. For those who wish to join in, 
OccultWatch is free downloadable Windows software.

For the 19 January GNTO event, there is another occultation. The 
moon will be out, but that should not affect the ability to see an 
observation in action.

On 21 January there is a very favorable asteroid occultation event 
that  passes right over us here in New Mexico. According to the 
updated  prediction, the center of the  path goes over Santa Fe and 
Rio Rancho and  is 208 kilometers wide,  with a predicted southern 
limit about 15 Km north  of Socorro. The event is the occultation 
of a 10.1 magnitude star in  Pisces by the 12th magnitude asteroid 
Egeria (13) at 7:11 P.M. local time.

Steve Welch writes:

We’ve got the start of a fixed observer “picket fence” with my 
house in Los Lunas, Bill Wallace’s home observatory in Belen, 
and GNTO. Because of the path of this occultation (Southwest to 
Northeast with a heading of about 45  Degrees), the spacing off this 
occultation’s center line of these three  fixed sites is different from 
our actual ~15 Km North-South spacing.  GNTO  is at -76 Km, Bill 
is about -69 Km and my house in Los Lunas is -52 Km. I’d like to 
extend this picket fence further in both directions, if  possible, and 
also, we need someone to sign up to cover at GNTO. 

Remember that I have one additional complete mobile video 
Kiwi (GPS time inserted) kit that could be used on someone’s 
personal portable scope (you’d probably want at least six inches of 
aperture for this occultation), or by an experienced observer with 
my “spare” scope. This is a “proven” old but serviceable orange 
tube Celestron C8 (circa 1975) on a wedge. Talk to me if you want 
to use any of my equipment and if you do, let me give you the 
equipment ASAP.

Know your Astronomy Society

Did you know that the TAAS Compendium contains the 
Society’s articles of incorporation, by-laws, positions 
and responsibilities, and other useful information? To 
find it, go to the TAAS Web site, www.taas.org , and 
click on “All About TAAS.”

Locating the trail of a mile-wide asteroid in this image can be a chal-
lenge. Photo: The Hubble Heritage Team (AURA/STScI/NASA) 

http://www.taas.org
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D a r k  S k y  S I G David Penasa Will FerrellM e s s i e r  S I G
Educational Resources

The International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) www.darksky.org has 
information on line that can help educators in inspiring students 
to become aware of environmental issues that will impact 
their future.  They offer a variety of educational materials and 
programs for both children and adults.
 
Night Sky Education
 
Find resources for educators and students to teach and learn about 
the issues of light pollution.
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56427&orgId=i
dsa
 
Star Parties
 
Explore the stars and beyond with IDA’s star party program.
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56428&orgId=i
dsa
 
Student Award
 
Nominate students for this award, which encourages them to learn 
about light pollution through science, technology, the environment, 
and society.
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56429&orgId=i
dsa
 
Learning Resources

Learn about projects and activities other organizations have 
available for saving the nighttime environment.
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56430&orgId=i
dsa

Above material Copyright © 2008 The International Dark Sky Association

Dear TAAS Members,

My name is Will Ferrell.  I joined TAAS after attending a 
Messier SIG get-together in 2006.  I have attended almost 
every SIG meeting since.

Part of the allure of the SIG was the leader, Dee Friesen.  Dee 
has the kind of personality that makes one feel at home and 
never feel left out at a gathering.

Dee is running for president, a post at which he will 
undoubtedly excel to the benefit of the organization as well.

Dee asked me to take over leadership of the Messier SIG 
for 2008.  I am honored to follow in his footsteps. However, 
I must admit that I don’t have the kind of personality that 
attracts and holds large followings of people.  So I ask your 
help for 2008.

Messier meetings are normally scheduled for Tuesdays or 
Wednesdays during new moon period.  In January we meet 
a bit later, January 29, at Dee
Friesen’s house.  We meet February 12 at Dee’s as well.

I would ask all of you, if you possibly can to attend these 
initial Messier group sessions, and give me the support I 
will need to attempt to maintain the vigor and growth of 
this group which is vital to the growth of the main TAAS 
organization.

The Messier SIG Web site is up with details of the upcoming 
Messier season at http://70.56.215.209/wferrell/messier/
index1.html.  Look for the Web site to become accessible 
from a link on the home page of TAAS (www.taas.org).

Thank you for your consideration and your future support,

Will Ferrell

Closeup of Jet in Trifid Nebula (Messier 20/NGC 6514)
 Photo: NASA, ESA, and The Hubble Heritage Team (AURA/STScI) 

Acknowledgment: F. Yusef-Zadeh (Northwestern Univ.)

The Grand Spiral Galaxy M81
Photo: NASA, ESA, and The Hubble Heritage Team 

(STScI/AURA)

http://www.darksky.org
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56427&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56427&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56428&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56428&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56428&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56429&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56429&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56429&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56430&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56430&orgId=idsa
http://www.nextrionet.com/mc/page.do?sitePageId=56430&orgId=idsa
http://70.56.215.209/wferrell/messier/index1.html
http://70.56.215.209/wferrell/messier/index1.html
http://www.taas.org


The Sidereal Times January 2008

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 10

2 0 0 7  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator   Shannon Mann   771-0126 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Beverly Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(H)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   296-2479(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Firth    899-0950  webmaster@taas.org

Sy Santos
President

president@taas.org
890-1982 (H)

Judy Stanley
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
515-5780 (C)

Tom Graham 
Secretary

secretary@taas.org
897-9034 (H)

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Richard Fate
Director

293-2131 (H)

Bill Firth
Director

899-0950

Dee Friesen
Director

856-1593 (H)

Patricia Rose
Director

268-3747 (H)

Bill Wallace
Director

864-8212

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)
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Election of TAAS Officers for 2008

The TAAS Nominations Committee has prepared a slate of recommended officers for the 2008 calendar year.  
The nominations are:

                                   President – Dee Friesen

                                   Vice-President – Dick Fate

                                   Secretary – Melissa Kirk

                                   Treasurer – Dan Clark

TAAS members can participate in the election in two different ways.  First, attend the January Awards 
Banquet on Saturday 26 January 2008 at 6:30 p.m. and vote in person.  Second, you can print and/or clip the 
proxy ballot below and return it to the address on the ballot.  Your participation is requested in this important 
matter.  

A separate article with the details of the January Awards Banquet can be found on the Web site (www.taas.org) 
and appears in this TAAS newsletter.

Clip here---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Clip here

Proxy Ballot

I, (please print) _______________________________________, a full (regular) member with voting 
privileges of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society, hereby authorize Sy Santos to cast my Proxy Vote at the 
January 26, 2008, Annual Meeting of the Society, or any subsequent rescheduled date for that meeting.  This 
Proxy Vote shall apply to all matters that come before said meeting, including but not limited to the electing of 
officers for the corporation.

Signed:____________________________________ Date ____________________

Mail the ballot to                              TAAS
                                                            P.O. Box 50581
                                                           Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending           e-
mail to membership@taas.org or calling 
(505) 254-TAAS(8227).  Applications 
may also be downloaded from the Web 
site.  Annual dues to The Albuquerque  
Astronomical Society are $30/year for a full 
membership and $15/year for a teacher or 
student (grades K-12).  Additional family 
members may join  for $5/each (teacher, 
student and family memberships are not 
eligible to vote on society matters).  New 
member information packets can be 
downloaded from the website or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at   membership@taas.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 

advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times  is mailed at a first class 
mail rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/

MLK 
Ave

Central Ave

U
ni

ve
rs

it
y 

A
ve

Regener
Hall

Pa
rk

in
g

Popejoy
Hall

Map to Regener Hall
(Not to scale)

Ya
le

 A
ve

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

FIRST CLASS POSTAGE

http://www.taas.org
www.taas.org/times/
www.taas.org/education/
www.taas.org/donate/ 
www.taas.org/eq/
www.taas.org/links/
www.taas.org/taas200/ 

