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Dee Friesen

The weekend of May 3, 30 TAAS members traveled to Chaco Canyon for the Chaco 
Canyon TAAS 2008 Star Party. The event commemorated the tenth anniversary of the 
establishment of the Night Sky Program at Chaco Canyon. Present was John Sefick, 
TAAS member and major contributor to the Night Sky Program. Also recognized for 
his efforts but unable to attend was Carl Frisch. Together with the efforts of Chaco 
park ranger G.B. Cornucopia, the Night Sky Program has now been conducted at 
most of the national parks in the western part of the United States.

A beautiful clear but cool night enabled the TAAS telescopes along with the Chaco 
Observatory telescopes to show the night sky to over 50 park visitors. TAAS 
members enjoyed a delicious Navajo taco dinner by Ramona and Mathew Begay as 
a fund-raiser for their daughter Raquitta to attend a basketball camp this summer. 
TAAS members were also provided camping space in the Volunteers in the Park 
(VIP) campground, including a special facility with bathrooms, hot showers, and a 
kitchen.

Most members arrived early enough to visit the Chaco cultural sites before setting 
up their telescopes for the evening. The success of this year’s event is partially due to 
the improved park access road from the north off NM 550. 

Chaco Canyon Park Ranger and TAAS member G.B. Cor-
nucopia addresses visitors to the Chaco Canyon Star Party.

Chaco Canyon TAAS 2008 Star Party

Top to bottom: TAAS members Eric Ed-
wards, John Sefick, Ed Kist, Ed Juddo 

Photos: Eric Edwards, Dee Friesen

More photos on pages 4 and 6.
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Astronomy and Baseball 
Summer brings two of the most enjoyable things in my 
life, astronomy and baseball. Long hot summer nights are 
perfect for watching baseball and for observing the night sky. 
Sometimes it is even possible to observe with the telescope 
and listen to the ball game on the radio. 

Baseball and astronomy are both concerned with the past. As 
any true baseball fan knows, statistics are a very important 
part of the game. In astronomy, we are always looking back 
into the past. For example, the light reaching us now from 
the popular double star Mizar in Ursa Major left the star only 
three years after Babe Ruth hit 60 home runs in 1927.

The wide assortment of telescope eyepieces reminds me of the 
various types of baseball fans. A wide field of view eyepiece 
is like the fan high up in the grandstand who enjoys the wide 
view of the field of play but is unable to see the greater detail 
of the individual players. The high-power small field of view 
eyepiece is like the fan who attends the game to observe one or 
two favorite players perform but misses the broader aspect of 
team play. Then at any game, you always have the bino-viewer 
fan, the person who spends as much time viewing the actions 
of the crowd as watching the play on the field.

Let us not forgot the players. Some are like a supernova, a 
brilliant but brief shining moment in space, never to be seen 
again. Others are like the steady and bright stars of the Summer 
Triangle. They are consistent in brilliance, steady through the 
night, and they appear each year to entertain us.

Finally, we have the free agents of the night sky, the planets. 
In some seasons they appear brighter than in others, and 
always they are either with a different team or in a new 
constellation.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

Take me out to the star field
Take me out to the dark
Buy me some charts and crackerjacks
I don’t care if I ever get back
Look, look, look for the dim things
If they don’t show it’s a shame
For it’s one, two, three blinks, you’re out
At the ole star field.

General Meeting/Picnic to be held
at Oak Flat—
RSVP Requested
TAAS will hold a general meeting at Oak Flat on June 28. There will 
be a potluck picnic at 5:30 p.m. followed at 7:00 p.m. by an informal 
talk by TAAS vice president Dick Fate on ideas for future TAAS 
general meetings. Mark Nagrodsky of New Mexico Astronomical 
will demonstrate various eyepieces to the group. Telescopes will be 
set up by dusk. 

TAAS will provide the main course (probably barbeque). Please 
send an e-mail to Diane Murray to tell her that you are coming and 
what you will bring. Her address is dwmurray.1@netzero.com.

Treasurer: Payments Due In June for
Astronomical League Memberships

It is time to pay annual dues for the Astronomical League. 
New or renewal memberships are $7.50 for one year. Anyone 
who has paid the fee since January 2008 is already signed up 
for this year. Anyone who paid before January 2008 will need 
to send in another $7.50 before the end of June or will have to 
wait until the end of September to join. 

Dan Clark

Correction

Previous issues listed an incorrect phone number for Bob Hufnagel 
under Education Coordinator. Page 11 of this issue corrects the 
listing.
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G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

new Feathertouch focuser on the Isengard. We also 
removed and adjusted the Isengard Dec-drive assembly. 
We then installed the modified pier adapter ring in the 
10-foot dome. All modifications were thanks to Barry 
Spletzer, who donated over $1,000 in machinist’s time and 
some aluminum stock. Thanks Barry, the modified gear 
and new adapter for the Feathertouch worked great!

Melissa Kirk joined us in the early evening when we 
attempted to record Asteroid 154 Bertha as it occulted a 
background star. We were clouded out for the occultation 
but did manage to find a few sucker holes so we could 
evaluate the focus position of various focal reducers 
and our new PC164CEX-2 occultation video camera. 
We were quite happy with the new wireless motorized 
Feathertouch focuser, and it will be a big improvement 
on our venerable Isengard telescope. We were able to see 
the first of two ISS passes that night, even though the 
wind was howling, and the air was thick with dust.

Our scheduled event for June is a “New Moon” observing 
event on June 7 four days after the New Moon, so expect 
to see a 26 percent moon that sets just after midnight. 
Sunset is at 8:19 p.m. this Saturday for our only scheduled 
June event. 

Our next GNTO Training sessions take place on July 5. 
This event occurs 3 days after New Moon. Since sunset 
is at 8:24 p.m., we will start our training at 8:00 p.m. Our 
first training session will be “Introduction to GNTO 
and the Isengard Telescope,” which covers most of the 
equipment used at GNTO, ranging from the Isengard 
16” reflector down to our 6” and 16” loaner Dobsonian 
scopes.

Steve Welch plans to have our CCD imaging equipment 
ready in our 10-foot dome whenever conditions permit. 
This is a great chance to learn about the imaging process 
and take some images of your own. We will have the 
comfortable Robert Ortega Building open and our Guest 
Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks 
you might want to share. We’ve got a bunch of great 
equipment waiting for you at GNTO, so plan your trip to 
GNTO soon. Why wait?

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members, and they provide a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory. Our next scheduled 
meetings are June 5 and August 7. We meet every other 
month at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north 
of I-40. If you have questions about GNTO, please contact 
me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

Our May 3 New Moon observing event at GNTO served 
as a local option for those not at Chaco. Turnout was light 
with 10 observers and 5 scopes in operation, counting the 
Isengard. Light cloud cover before sunset soon dissipated, 
but winds picked up and were gusty until midnight. 
Skies were clear but bright from the wind-stirred dust. 
The wind chased away everyone on the observing field 
by midnight. Steve Welch opened and closed, with 
assistance from Bill Wallace and Pete Eschman. 

Isengard targets started out with Mercury and then 
Saturn, where we observed up to seven moons, 
depending on the observer’s imagination (Hyperion at 
14.3 magnitude was swamped by the bright planet, for 
most of us). A number of brighter Messier objects were 
observed over the course of the next few hours.

Around midnight, Steve and Pete took some measurements 
to prepare for mounting our new Feathertouch focuser. 
We shut down about 2 a.m., after last-minute adjustments 
to the setscrews on the RA drive. We lowered the 
velocity of RA and DEC slews to reduce the strain on 
the drive train, and the scope’s movements seemed much 
smoother. Earlier in the evening, Pete and Steve worked 
on the new screen door and installed screens in the new 
windows of the Ortega Building.

Our most recent GNTO training event took place one 
week later on May 10, under a first-quarter moon. The 
weather was windy until about 1 a.m., which challenged 
the 10 observers and 4 telescopes in operation. Dee 
Friesen was available to conduct training, but there were 
no trainees this time. Melissa Kirk opened the facility. In 
the early evening, Dee Friesen and Bill Wallace operated 
the Isengard Telescope, and Dee showed us some nice 
double stars. We then turned our efforts to setting up for 
some low-probability asteroid occultations, since one of 
our goals for this event was to provide an introduction 
to this type of data collection at GNTO. Dee, Gordon, 
and others had a good opportunity to see how all of 
the occultation-monitoring equipment worked and got 
a good introduction on the techniques we are currently 
using.

Steve Welch closed the observatory after staying well 
past 3 a.m. Steve managed to bring a bunch of equipment 
back to town for Barry Spletzer to repair or update. The 
equipment included two Isengard focusers, the Isengard 
RA drive, and the Losmandy mount and pier adapter 
ring.

On May 21, Steve and Pete returned to GNTO in early 
afternoon to install the new equipment that Barry had 
overhauled. We install the re-engineered RA drive and 
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Chaco Canyon TAAS 2008 Star Party
continued from page 1

Top to bottom:
TAAS secretary Melissa Kirk, 

Ancient Fajada Butte observatory
Will Ferrell and Parveene

Top to bottom:
TAAS treasurer Dan Clark and Pearl

Navajo taco meal
TAAS members at dinner

More photos on page 6.
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General: Jim Degman, Pete 
Eschman, C.E. Huggins, Dan 
Richey, Ric Thiem, Howard 
Austin, Stephen Eubanks

Education: C.E. Huggins, Fred 
Ream, Ric Thiem, Rita Veix, 
Bosque Farms Parent Teachers

GNTO: Pete Eschman, Fred 
Ream

Dark Sky: Pete Eschman, C.E. 
Huggins, Fred Ream, Dan 
Richey

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the next  
issue of the Sidereal Times is Friday, June 
27. Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word. Please do not 
embed photos in text. Attach photos and 
illustrations separately. The e-mail address 
for the newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a y  2 0 0 8

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 211 208 3
Family 69 68 1
Educational 7 7 0
Total Paid 287 283 4
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 35 35 0
Total Members 329 325 4

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

STEPHEN EUBANKS
FR. LUKE HUGGINS

LINDA HIEMER
LANCE HURT 
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1 
Texas Star
Party June 1-8

2 3 American 
Cancer Society
Star Party

4 
ATM SIG
Meeting

5 
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

6 7 
GNTO NM
Observing

8 9 10 11 12
Board Meeting

13 14

15 16 17 18  19 20 
Summer Solstice

21

22 23 24 25 26 27
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

28 General 
Meeting/Picnic,
Oak Flat
Star Party/
Messier SIG

29 
     

30

     

           

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

J u n e  2 0 0 8

Chaco Canyon TAAS 2008 Star Party
photos continued from page 4

Dave Frizzel with 12-inch SCT John Chase and Bob Norton Greg Dillon and 25-inch telescope
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical        
Society.  Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Obs. 
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and 
Training 
GNTO NM=New Moon Premium Observing 
Night

UNM = University of New Mexico 
Observatory. Call the TAAS hotline @254-
8227, or the UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to 
confirm, or unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call 
Michael Pendley for information @ 296-
0549, or atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy 
Building, Corner of Lomas and Yale

Blue = Non-TAAS events
              = School Star Party  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

J u l y  2 0 0 8

1 2 
ATM SIG
Meeting

3 4 5 
GNTO Training, 
GNTO NM 
Observing

6 7 8 9 10
Board Meeting

11 12
General Meeting

13 14 15 16  17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Oak Flat
Star Party/
Messier SIG

27 
     

28

     

29
          

30 31
 

Saturday, June 28, 2008
Oak Flat

Pot Luck Picnic at 5:30 p.m.*
Informal Discussion of General Meetings at 7:00 p.m.

Dick Fate, TAAS Vice President

Demonstration of Eyepieces
Mark Nagrodsky

New Mexico Astronomical

*RSVP to Diane Murray at dwmurray.1@netzero.com

TAAS Picnic/General Meeting
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TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
May 15, 2008

University of New Mexico Physics and Astronomy Building

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Dee Friesen (President), Dan Clark 
(Treasurer), Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Bob Hufnagel, Bob 
Havlen, Ryan Demares, Charlie Mullen, Tom Davies, Dick Fate 
(Vice President), Pete Eschman, Steve Welch, Larry Cash
Directors absent: Gordon Pegue (excused)
Additional TAAS member present: Dave Downs

Dee announced that Bill Firth has had to resign from the board 
due to family matters. Bill will remain active as the membership 
committee chairperson. There was a meeting of the Officers 
prior to the meeting of the full Board of Directors (BOD).

The meeting of the full BOD was called to order at 7:03 
p.m.
There are no corrections to the April Board of Directors (BOD) 
meeting minutes.

TAAS store
David Downs presented options for the TAAS store. He 
contacted two vendors, who gave him alternatives for printing 
or embroidering the TAAS logo on accouterments. The Board 
agreed to move forward with plans for a TAAS store. Dave 
Downs will develop a business model and return to the board 
in July with a business proposal.

Program Report
The Program Committee met several weeks ago to go over 
the general meeting format. John Chase and Barry Spletzer 
were at the Program Committee meeting, and Larry Cash 
and Dee Friesen gave Dick Fate their inputs. Guest speakers 
have been scheduled for the July to December 2008 general 
meetings. The committee discussed ideas for handouts with 
TAAS information. Dick may ask the Board to have TAAS 
pay for refreshments for the general meetings. He has been 
purchasing cookies for the meetings.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances as of the end of April 2008
 General Fund:   $16733.28
 GNTO Fund:       6122.33
 Education Fund:      5633.96
 Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund:      1084.86
 Special Projects Fund:      5442.23
 Science Fair Fund:        600.00
 Cosmic Carnival Fund:      1048.74
 Astronomical League Reserve:       151.06
 Total Funds on Deposit:   36665.40
Total Expenses for April 2008:        417.03
Total Income for April 2008:       1561.59

$20,000 is invested in CDs. None of the money is in money 
market, as reported in the last minutes. Dan would have 
been responsible for paying the taxes if it had been invested 
in a money market fund, so he invested all of the $20,000 in 
certificates of deposit. The interest rate is at least 3%.

Committee Reports

Education
Bob Hufnagel has the next school year filled for the school star 
parties. TAAS has been invited to present a star party at King 
Stadium in Las Vegas, NM, on May 31.

Bob Havlen received the Supernovae Toolkit from the Night 
Sky Network. He will present the toolkit at a future general 
meeting.

GNTO
There is only one GNTO event per month during the months 
when the Oak Flat star parties are held. See the GNTO 
section of the newsletter for more detailed news about the 
observatory.

Membership
Bill Firth continues to send out membership renewals. Dan 
said we need to examine the wording of the renewal in the 
membership application letter since there is confusion 
concerning the individual TAAS membership in the Astronomical 
League. The confusion has to do with the renewal date for 
membership that the Astronomical League demands. Dan 
will review the options available to TAAS members and report 
at a later BOD meeting. Thirty TAAS members have paid 
for Astronomical League memberships. Dee said the Board 
needs to better inform the TAAS members about the benefits 
of Astronomical League membership.

Web Site
Pete Eschman, Steve Welch, Mark Fleenor, Ryan Demares, 
Will Ferrel, Dee Friesen, Gordon Pegue, and Bill Firth are 
on the Web site committee. Dee has talked to four or five 
astronomy clubs about having commercial hosting for their 
Web sites. The Board voted to adopt the following goals for 
the Web site:
1. Provide TAAS members with information on the resources 
and scope of
information available to them through the organization.
2. Attract and retain members.
3. Foster an interest in astronomy among children, through 
educational programs.
4. Cultivate an adult following comprised of amateur 
astronomers, through a variety of educational programs.
5. Present the history of TAAS by documenting organizational 
programs and resources.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk
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6. Maintain a global online presence.

The Web hosting service will cost $4.95/month. The web 
hosting service would give us unlimited storage. Bob Havlen 
asked if there are limits to the page sizes. Dee put many links 
on the pages of the new Web site, so page sizes are not large. 
The Board voted to approve going to a commercial hosting 
service, with cost not to exceed $360/year. There was one 
abstention. Everyone else voted to approve the resolution.

Calendar
No calendar conflicts or revisions were noted at the BOD 
meeting. Dee instructed any changes that were identified later 
to be forwarded to Larry Cash, who will have the necessary 
changes made. 

New Business
Recently, a 4-inch reflecting telescope on an equatorial tripod 
was donated to TAAS via the Amateur Telescope Makers 
Special Interest Group. Barry Spletzer repaired it. The ATM 
SIG told the donor TAAS would attempt to find a suitable 
recipient. Barry posted a message about the donation to 
the TAAS-L e-mail list and received responses from Robert 
Williams and Gary Cooper. Robert suggested the Jimmy 
Carter Middle School as a possible recipient. Gary suggested 
a three-person group home in Los Lunas. The Board voted 
to donate the telescope to the middle school. TAAS stands 
by to provide assistance, and we would like feedback on the 
usage.

Events Retrospect
1. The Chaco Canyon star party was a success. The Board 
will consider greater promotion of the event.

2. TAAS has four awards for winners of the University of New 
Mexico Science Fair. Dee will obtain the names of the winners 
so the awards can be presented to the winners at a general 
meeting.

3. Dee gave the Cosmic Carnival 2008 Report. 

Objectives: We met all three objectives.
1. New venue – The use of Old Town Plaza as a part 

of Fiesta de Albuquerque was well received by all 
exhibitors and visitors.

2. Museum support – Five museums participated, and all 
have expressed an interest in participating in 2009.

3. Have fun.

Funding: Funds raised $900.00 from five sources
Expenses: $891.85 tent rental (reduced rate through the 

City of Albuquerque)
$122.54 publicity and supplies
$  43.00 Web hosting and support (paid 
through February 2009)

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8

Total Expenses $1057.39

2007 Reserve $  248.74
2008 Funds $  900.00
Funds Available $ 1145.74

2008 Reserve $    91.35

Participants: Volunteers 20 + Patricia Rose
  Exhibitors 17

Events Prospect
1. The next Oak Flat event will take place on May 31. The 
Texas Star Party will be held June 1—8.

2. The American Cancer Society event is on June 3 at the 
Manzano Mountain Retreat.

3. Goals for the 2009 Cosmic Carnival are as follows:
1) Incorporate Cosmic Carnival 2009 as a part of the 

2009 International Year of Astronomy.
2) Organize the Cosmic Carnival Committee for 2009.
3) Find a coordinator of Cosmic Carnival for 2009. Dee 

said he will not be the coordinator.
4) Increase exhibitor and volunteer participation.
5) Solicit new ideas from all interested parties.
6) Determine funding needs.
7) Have more fun.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Astronomical Clock, Prague
Photo: Petr Kratochvil
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A d v e r t i s e r s TAAS Help Wanted, June 2008

TAAS needs people to assist with the following areas. If you 
are interested, contact Dee Friesen or any other TAAS BOD 
member. Contact information for all BOD members is on 
page 11 of this newsletter.

General Meeting Planning – Identify speakers, activities 
and events for the monthly TAAS meetings.

Contact Dick Fate.

Education — Participate in the TAAS Educational 
Outreach Program by attending school star parties.

Contact Bob Hufnagel.

GNTO Committee — Join the committee and receive 
training to become a GNTO Key Holder.

Contact Pete Eschman.

Membership — Assist with the conduct of the TAAS 
membership program. This includes procedures to 
track membership, identify reasons for nonrenewal of 
membership, and promote TAAS membership.

Contact Bill Firth.

Observing — Identify significant observing events for 
TAAS members and events to present to the public. Creation 
of observing contests and observing lists for members to 
complete to receive TAAS awards.

Contact Steve Welch.

TAAS Membership Survey — Create a survey of the 
entire membership to identify the interests, desires, 
critiques, and thoughts of the membership concerning the 
activities and events of the organization.

Contact Dee Friesen.

TAAS Social Events — Assist with the planning and 
conduct of TAAS social events.

Contact Diane Murray.

TAAS Web Site — Assist with the planning and design 
for a new TAAS Web site to include e-mail procedures and 
other electronic communications.

Contact Dee Friesen.

International Year of Astronomy planning — Assist with 
the planning of TAAS events for the IYA.

Contact Dee Friesen.

Free Telescope Offer
What’s that?  Did you say Free?  That’s right FREE! Any 
TAAS member can borrow a TAAS telescope.  Contact 
Dale Murray at  telescope_loans@taas.org or 286-9533 and 
receive a loaner telescope absolutely free.  You can choose 
from scopes with apertures ranging  from 6” to 13”.

Some restrictions apply.  Offer valid for current TAAS 
members.  Offer is first come first served.  Late comers will 
be put on a waiting list. 

Neither TAAS nor the telescope curators will be held liable for any 
lost sleep or other  problems arising from the use of TAAS scopes. 

Borrowers are required to enjoy the telescopes.
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2 0 0 8  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Bill Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   286-9533(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Firth    899-0950  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Officer

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator / Librarian

education_coord@taas.org
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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