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Meet in Socorro To Help Plan
 International Year of Astronomy 2009

Judy Stanley

TAAS members are invited to attend the New Mexico 
International Year of Astronomy Strategic Planning 
Meeting, Sunday, September 28 from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. at the National Radio Astronomy Obser-
vatory (NRAO) Array Operations Center in Socorro. 
Lunch will be provided. The Very Large Array (VLA) 
Education Officer, Judy Stanley, will host this event.

This meeting will provide an opportunity for the New 
Mexico astronomy community and others who pro-
vide astronomy programs to get together, learn about, 
discuss, and brainstorm events, ideas, and plans for 
the International Year of Astronomy in 2009.   

Judy Stanley will give a brief PowerPoint presenta-
tion from IYA USA Node, NASA, and NRAO. Dee 
Friesen, President of The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society (TAAS) will present an overview of TAAS’s 
IYA events/ideas/plans. Next, it is your turn! Par-
ticipants are encouraged to sign up to give a five- or 
ten-minute presentation of their IYA events/ideas/
plans. The meeting then ends with breakout sessions 
giving all participants the opportunity to network.  

The meeting is the day after the Enchanted Skies Star 
Party, www.enchantedskies.org. Our hope is that peo-
ple will attend the star party and the IYA meeting or 
perhaps come for the last day of the ESSP,  the Chuck 
Wagon Dinner, and Saturday’s dark sky observing and 
attend the IYA meeting on Sunday.  

Your ideas and suggestions for increasing the produc-
tivity of this gathering are greatly appreciated. Please 
contact me with your comments and RSVP at jstan-
ley@nrao.edu, 575-835-7243 office, 505-515-5780 
cell.

We are looking forward to hearing from YOU!

September Meeting Program 
to Highlight TAAS Store Debut

Do you have a TAAS shirt or a hat? Beginning in 
September you will be able to purchase these and 
other products online through the TAAS Store. The 
TAAS Web site will have a link for you to place your 
order with Black Duck, a local embroidery store.

TAAS member Dave Downs has coordinated the 
efforts of webmasters Will Ferrell and Bill Wallace and 
Black Duck to create the TAAS store.

Details of the TAAS store will be presented at the TAAS 
September general meeting on Saturday, September 
13. Plan to attend and learn about purchasing other 
TAAS products such as a TAAS license plate and 
GNTO screen saver.

The General Meeting will feature informal talks by 
three TAAS members. Mike Pendley will discuss the 
Amateur Telescope Making program. Bob Havlen will 
talk about some of the astronomy tool kits received 
through the Night Sky Network.  And Kevin McKeown 
will speak about his personal UFO experiences.

These talks should be informative and fun, and 
introduce you to several interesting TAAS members. 
Please plan on coming.

UNM Campus Observatory
Resumes Friday Night Schedule

Robert Williams

UNM is back in session, and the UNM Campus Ob-
servatory Nights resume on Friday evenings. These 
fun and easy events are a good way to get involved and 
typically are well attended.

Our first UNM Campus Observatory night is Friday, 
August 29. I will not be able to make this one, but 
starting the next week I should be at most of them and 
will again send out reminders each week. The first few 
weeks tend to be low in attendance as people begin 
to get into the groove again, and then the attendance 
picks up.

We usually have a large contingent of astronomy stu-
dents from UNM and CNM working on astronomy 
labs (visual observation). Their assignments are fairly 
simple: view the moon, some planets, different types 
of stars (doubles, red giants...) and other deep sky ob-
jects. They sketch what they see in the eyepiece, de-
scribe it, and log the telescope and eyepiece size (they 
then calculate magnification). I will try to get more 
information together for TAAS volunteers so they will 
know the types of questions asked. I will try to come 
up with some objects each week that can be observed 
(starting next week).
 
UNM posts the decision whether to close the observa-
tory for adverse weather to their Web page by 3 p.m. 
every Friday. I will check for it and send a message 
out to the TAAS-L e-mail list as soon as I know. The 
observatory will be closed on the following dates: 

Friday, October 17, 2008 - Fall Break
Friday, November 28, 2008 - Thanksgiving Holiday
Friday, December 12, 2008 - Last day of classes (Ob-

servatory may be closed; I will check with UNM.)

If you have questions or need additional informa-
tion, please let me know and I hope you will come 
and help at the UNM Campus Observatory on Friday 
evenings.

http://www.enchantedskies.org
mailto:jstanley@nrao.edu
mailto:jstanley@nrao.edu
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

above my intellect level, but there would also be star charts 
that—once I got them back on the very dark farm yard—
opened the heavens to my exploration. 

In addition to visiting the drug store with its latest edition of 
Sky and Telescope, I would have my parents drop me off at the 
Hutchinson Public Library. Here I could find books with real 
pictures of planets and galaxies and telescopes. I was a great 
distance from Mt. Palomar, but the library brought me closer. 
Years later when my wife and I visited the famous observatory, 
I felt as though I had been there before. I was standing at a 
portal to the universe. 

Today I can go to town from the very desk at which I pound out 
these monthly mumblings. The Internet allows me to read Sky 
and Telescope as well as many other fine astronomy publications. 
There are more images of the wonders of the heavens than I 
will ever have time to look at. But, most wonderfully, I can 
now communicate with other astronomy enthusiasts without 
leaving my desk. I can still go to town.

Going to Town

When you live on a Kansas farm, stores are a long way off. 
Going to town was always a special occasion. This is when 
I would get my annual allotment of new clothes, maybe a 
hamburger and, when I had enough money of my own to 
spend, a copy of Sky and Telescope.

In my rural schools, the science library consisted of Popular 
Mechanics and Farm Journal. It was up to me to feed my interest 
in science by buying books and magazines. A drug store on 
the corner of Main Street had what at the time appeared to be 
a huge selection of magazines, and I eagerly looked forward to 
browsing through them. It was in this obscure drug store in 
Hutchinson, Kansas, that I first discovered Sky and Telescope.

I don’t remember the exact year I first discovered this scientific 
journal, but my best estimate would be about 1957 or 1958. I do 
remember that the magazine cover always had a fascinating 
picture of a telescope. Inside were, of course, articles well 

Announcing the 15th Enchanted Skies Star Party
September 24 — 27, 2008

Hey, TAAS Members, it’s me, Judy Stanley, space chick and 
past TAAS prez, urging you to check out the new Enchanted 
Skies Star Party Web site, www.enchantedskies.org. You’ll find 
all the details and cool pictures about ESSP! I’m the dark sky 
site hostess this year. The Dark Sky Site will be at El Camino 
Real International Heritage Center. I hope you can join me for 
all or part of this way cool star party less than a light-year from 
your own backyard!

But wait…there’s one more announcement.

Sunday, September 28, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. I will host 
an International Year of Astronomy Strategic Planning Meeting 
at the Array Operations Center in Socorro. This will provide 
an opportunity for the New Mexico Astronomy Community and 
others who provide astronomy programs to get together and 
learn about, discuss, and brainstorm events, ideas, and plans 
for the International Year of Astronomy happening in 2009. 
Contact me to RSVP, jstanley@nrao.edu. See the full article 
on page 1 for more details.

Oak Flat Star Party Saturday September 6

Two to go! The next Oak Flat Star Party is Saturday, September 
6, where we will try yet again for good weather and a clear 
night.

Hosted by TAAS and the Sandia Ranger District, Oak Flat Star 
Parties offer the public an excellent opportunity to see New 
Mexico’s awesome dark skies through some of our club mem-
bers’ best and largest telescopes. 

Oak Flat is about 20 minutes out of Albuquerque. To get there, 
take NM 337 (South 14) nine miles south of the Tijeras exit on 
I-40. Turn left at the big Oak Flat Campground sign and fol-
low the other signs to Oak Flat and Juniper Loop. For more 
information, visit http://www.taas.org or call 505-254-TAAS. 
For a map with directions to Oak Flat, see: http://www.taas.
org/messier/directionsof.pdf. The last Oak Flat event for 2008 
will be October 4.

Winter Solstice Banquet Moves to January

The TAAS Board of Directors has decided to move the annual 
December Winter Solstice Banquet to January. The new event 
will be called the Perihelion Banquet. The details of the Peri-
helion Banquet will be announced in the near future. TAAS 
Social Coordinator, Diane Murray is working on the details.

The decision to change the date was based on the fact that 
December has many conflicting events, and rescheduling to 
January allows the winter social event and the annual TAAS 
business meeting to be combined into one session.

TAAS Calendar Highlights

SEPTEMBER
General Meeting

Fall Equinox Picnic
OCTOBER

Final Oak Flat Star Party
General Meeting

NOVEMBER
Placitas Star Party

http://www.enchantedskies.org
mailto:jstanley@nrao.edu
http://www.taas.org
http://www.taas.org/messier/directionsof.pdf
http://www.taas.org/messier/directionsof.pdf
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continued on page 9

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Please look elsewhere in this newsletter for more details on 
Steve’s success.  Thanks to Steve’s great work in capturing 
this difficult target, we are showing again that we can acquire 
valuable scientific data!

Our next GNTO Training sessions take place on September 
20, in conjunction with our GNTO Open House and Fall 
Equinox Picnic.  The event starts 3:00 p.m. with a GNTO 
Open House, followed by our Fall Equinox Picnic.  After the 
picnic, we will conduct Training sessions, along with another 
installment of our popular “Eye Candy” Sky Tours.  The pic-
nic starts at 5:30 p.m. with our usual semi-coordinated mix of 
potluck dishes and good fortune.  The grill will be available.  
Hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided.  We will coordi-
nate your potluck food choices with our TAAS-L listserv.

Sunset is at 7:06 p.m. on September 20, so we will begin our 
“Introduction to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope” ses-
sion at 6:45 p.m.  This covers most of the equipment used at 
GNTO, from the Isengard 16” reflector down to our 6” and 16” 
loaner Dobsonian scopes.  Once skies darken, Larry Cash and 
Robert Williams or Karen Keese will offer “Eye Candy” Sky 
Tours.  This is a two-part tour, with Robert or Karen pointing 
out objects using a laser pointer, while Larry follows up later, 
offering telescope views of the more impressive tour objects.  
If enough people are interested, we will offer “An Introduc-
tion to GNTO Astro-Computing Resources” session prior to 
the sky tours.  This second introductory session covers com-
puter hardware and astronomy-related software available at 
GNTO.  Steve Welch plans to offer a CCD Imaging demonstra-
tion throughout the evening, using equipment in our 10-foot 
dome.  If you are interested in CCD imaging, please be sure to 
check with Steve.  

Make plans now for this opportunity to learn about your ob-
servatory and enjoy the relaxed company of fellow observers.  
Between the Open House, Picnic, Training, and Sky Tours, 
this is a great chance to visit GNTO.  This mix of activities cre-
ates the perfect opportunity to visit GNTO for the first time 
or to renew your interest and check on recent observatory im-
provements.  

Our final event scheduled for September is a “New Moon” 
observing opportunity on September 27.  Steve Welch plans 
to have our CCD imaging equipment ready in our 10-foot 
dome whenever conditions permit.  This is a good time to 
learn about imaging and take your own images.  We will have 
the comfortable Robert Ortega Building open and our Guest 
Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks you 
might want to share.  We’ve got a bunch of great equipment 
waiting for you at GNTO, so plan your trip to GNTO soon.  
Why wait?

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested TAAS 
members, and they provide a great way to get more involved 

Our most recent GNTO committee meeting took place on 
August 7 with Larry Cash, Ray Collins, Pete Eschman, Will 
Ferrell, Mark Fleenor, Dee Friesen, Lance Hurt, Melissa Kirk, 
Gordon Pegue, Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch attending.  After 
reviewing previous events, we filled in a few duty assignments 
for September and October.  We also got commitments from 
committee members in support of our Fall Equinox picnic on 
September 20.  Mark is watching eBay for a suitable camcorder 
to use for recording asteroid occultation video.  We plan to 
have a keyholder meeting at GNTO the afternoon of Septem-
ber 20 so everyone can get up to speed on new procedures 
and equipment.  Both Mark Fleenor and Lance Hurt want to 
become GNTO key holders, and we welcome their help.  

Dee delivered the Masera bino-scope to GNTO, and we look 
forward to checking it out over the course of the next few 
GNTO events.  As I mentioned in the February GNTO article, 
Dave Masera has been kind enough to donate his double tube 
10” f.5 binocular telescope scope and we plan to have it as a 
GNTO loaner telescope when ready.  Thanks to Bill and Bev-
erly Firth for donating a laptop to the GNTO Video Outreach 
Program.  We transferred the older Video Outreach laptop to 
Dick Fate as a backup for TAAS general meeting presenta-
tions.  Thank you Dave, Bill, and Beverly, for your generosity 
to TAAS!

Barry Spletzer, TAAS Grants Coordinator, helped us apply for 
a PNM grant focusing on renewable energy resources.  We 
hope for help with photovoltaic system storage battery ex-
penses and funding to implement a security system for GNTO 
using a wireless Internet connection.  We expect to hear more 
about the grant in September.

Our most recent GNTO event was a “New Moon” observing 
opportunity on August 2.   Gordon Pegue opened the facility, 
while Dee Friesen served as backup for opening duties and 
host for the Isengard Telescope.  We had 23 people attending 
this event with 11 telescopes and various sets of binoculars in 
operation.  Conditions were a bit breezy at times but overall 
sky conditions were good.  Steve Welch used the Isengard to 
attempt an asteroid occultation later in the evening.  We were 
treated to a number of Perseid fireballs and numerous satellite 
passes.  We made a group attempt to view the Early Ammonia 
Servicer as it passed close to Spica with several folks using bin-
oculars to confirm this fast moving piece of decommissioned 
equipment from the ISS.  Once again we had some very good 
video imaging using the GNTO video outreach Stellacam 3 
camera on Larry Cash’s 10” LX200.  After a successful evening, 
Steve closed up the facility some time after 4:00 a.m. Sunday 
morning.

On August 24 Steve Welch successfully recorded Pluto occult-
ing a background star using the Isengard telescope along with 
his video integrating video camera.  Steve used a camera iden-
tical to the Stellacam 3 that we use for GNTO Video Outreach.  
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A s t e r o i d  S I G Steve Welch

Isengard Bags a Pluto Occultation!

On August 24, it was clear with excellent seeing at GNTO. On this night, 
Pluto, blazing at its usual magnitude of about 14, was to go in front of (oc-
cult) a 16th magnitude star in Sagittarius. I planned to observe Pluto and the 
target star for “practice” the night before at our Oak Flat star party, but we 
were clouded out.

It was perfectly clear when I got to the observatory just before dark. I had 
plenty of time to set up for the event at 10:26 p.m. Setup went smoothly, and 
I was on target with Pluto in an hour. The Isengard worked like a champ, 
with the new focuser being a big improvement.

Occultations by Pluto are difficult to observe and pretty rare, and this one 
was not exactly an easy one in that category. At visual wavelengths, the 
star that Pluto was predicted to go in front of was over 2 magnitudes fainter 
than the Pluto/Charon system magnitude. That is, Pluto is about magnitude 
13.8, and the occulted star was 16.2. The star is very red, and the camera 
is more sensitive to red, so to the camera the star is almost a magnitude 
brighter. Even though this occultation was too subtle to see live on the 
video monitor, I almost certainly recorded an occultation because GNTO 
lies between two positive reported observations. Also, when I play my tape 
on a big screen TV, I see a slight dimming at the proper time. We’ll see 
for sure when I get my data into the computer. Hopefully, I will get some 
useful data after I do analysis next week. Bill Wallace will post it on the 
TAAS Asteroid SIG Web page. It should be there by the time you read this, 
so check it out at http://www.taas.org.

Because Pluto has an atmosphere, there is more information in a precise light 
curve than for asteroid occultations. For planets with atmospheres, careful 
measurements of exactly how the star disappeared give information about 
the atmosphere, since we see the star through increasingly dense layers of 
atmosphere as it slowly goes behind the planet. We expected to see the star 
through Pluto’s atmosphere for a minute before and after the occultation. In 
order to obtain the maximum amount of information, we need an accurate 
light curve plus accurate photometry of the planet and star separately. I went Figure 1: 5 Minute Pluto finder chart from Leslie Young’s Web page

Figure 2: Pluto and Occulted star merged before occultation. (25 Aug 2008, 
4:20 UT, 4-second exposure)

Figure 3: Pluto and Occulted star separated, 1 day after occultation. (26 Aug 
2008, 4:31 UT, 4-second exposure)

continued on page  9

out to GNTO the next night to get separate photometry of Pluto and the oc-
culted star. I did this 24 hours later, because I needed the star and Pluto at the 
same position in the sky in order to reduce variables. Check out the results in 

http://www.taas.org
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General: 
ROBERT FORTIER

BARBARA MALONE
SWRLCLUB DEVELOPMENT FUND

UNITED WAY

GNTO: 
JAMES HICKERSON
JERRY HOLKESTAD

DALE MURRAY
BILL WALLACE

Dark Sky:
MARILYN CHILDS

HORTON NEWSOM
KATHERINE RUST

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the next  
issue of the Sidereal Times is Friday, 
September 26. Please e-mail text as an 
attachment, preferably in Microsoft Word 
or Open Office.org Writer. Please do not 
embed photos in text. Attach photos and 
illustrations separately. The e-mail address 
for the newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
A u g u s t  2 0 0 8

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 220 216 4
Family 71 69 2
Educational 11 11 0
Total Paid 302 296 6
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 35 35 0
Total Members 344 338 6

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

ROBERT FORTIER
JERRY HOLKESTAD
RUSSELL JACQUES
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1 2 3
ATM SIG
Meeting

4 5 
UNM

6 
Oak Flat
Star Party/
Messier SIG 
Meeting

7 8 9 Queen of 
Heaven
School Star
             Party

10 11
Board Meeting

12
UNM

13 
General Meeting

14 15 16 17
ATM SIG
Meeting

 18 19
UNM

20 GNTO Open 
House, Equinox 
Picnic, Training, 
Observing
Solar Fiesta 

21
Messier SIG Pot 
Luck Dinner
Solar Fiesta

22
Fall Equinox

23 24 Enchanted 
Skies Star Party 
begins, Socorro, 
Magdalena Ridge 
Observatory Tour

25 
West Mesa High 
School Star Party

26
UNM,
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

27
GNTO NM 
Observing
Okie-Tex Star 
Party begins

28 
IYA2009 
Planning 
Meeting, Socorro

29 30

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 8
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2008 Solar Fiesta

The 2008 Solar Fiesta, 
sponsored by the New 
Mexico Solar Energy 
Association, will be 
held at Highland High 
School in Albuquerque 
September 20 and 21 

from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The fiesta will fea-
ture workshops, seminars, and exhibits of 
solar-related products.

The association has invited TAAS to at-
tend and provide telescopes for viewing of 
the sun. More details of the fiesta and how 
TAAS members can participate are avail-
able on the TAAS Web site. Dee Friesen 
is coordinating the TAAS participation. 
Please direct any questions to Dee at 856-
1593 or president@taas.org.

46 Attend August 23 Oak Flat Star Party

Tom Grzybowski

Although the weather looked iffy for much 
of the day from Albuquerque, at Oak Flat 
just south of Tijeras, the sky was mostly 
clear. The two previous Oak Flat events 
were canceled due to fire danger and then 
rain, but this looked like a go. Scopes started 
showing up around 6 p.m., and by 8, there 
were 23 scopes set up ranging from small 
Schmidt-Cassegrains to a 25-inch Newto-
nian. About 46 people came to observe with 
all eyes initially focused on Jupiter to the 
south. Ominous clouds began to appear on 
the western and northern horizons. Within 
the next 30 minutes, they moved over the 
site leaving only fleeting holes between the 
clouds to observe the other available ce-
lestial pleasures like the Scorpius globular 
cluster M4 and open cluster M7. 

Most folks departed when the clouds closed 
in, but by 10 p.m., the sprinkles stopped, 
and the clouds cleared out leaving a rela-
tively clear, stable sky. The remaining eight 
or nine diehard observers stayed until a ris-
ing moon brightened the sky about 1 a.m. 
Me being one of them. 

I had attended several past Oak Flat events, 
but this is the first time that I brought my 25-
year-old Celestron 8” Schmidt-Cassegrain 
to compare my NE Heights to the darker 
Oak Flat skies. I used to complain about the 
quality of the old scope being the cause of 
my poor viewing, but it is now obvious that 
the growing Albuquerque light is my real 
problem. I had a good time and look forward 
to the next Oak Flat event in September. 
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

O c t o b e r  2 0 0 8

Saturday, September 13, 2008
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

Informal Talks by TAAS Members
Mike Pendley: Amateur Telescope Making
Bob Havlen: Night Sky Network Toolkits

Kevin McKeown: Personal UFO Experiences

Details of the new TAAS Store will be presented.

TAAS General Meeting

1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3 
UNM

4 
Oak Flat
Star Party/
Messier SIG 
Meeting

5 6 7 El Dorado 
High School 
Star Party

8 9
Board Meeting

10
UNM

11 
General Meeting

12 13 14 15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

17 18

19 20 21 22
Messier SIG 
Meeting

23 24
UNM,
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

25
GNTO NM 
Observing

26
     

    

27

     

28          29 30
 

31
UNM
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TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
August 14, 2008

University of New Mexico Physics and Astronomy Building

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Bob Havlen, Charlie 
Mullen, Dee Friesen, Larry Cash, Pete Eschman, Bob Hufnagel, 
Gordon Pegue

Directors absent: Dan Clark (excused), Dick Fate (excused), Steve 
Welch, Tom Davies (excused)

Additional TAAS member present:  David Downs

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.
There are no corrections to the July Board meeting minutes.

Executive Report
Dee met with employees who operate the planetarium at the New 
Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science. They are very eager 
to have TAAS members be volunteers at the planetarium. Volunteers 
have to become trained in order to satisfy liability insurance 
requirements. The New Mexico Cultural Affairs Department operates 
the museum. The museum is awarded points for every volunteer 
and money for volunteer activities. The museum staff would like to 
conduct the Starry Nights programs in the fall, and they would like 
TAAS members to be there with telescopes.

The planning committee for the Enchanted Skies Star Party is 
reorganizing the star party. The committee wants to have the dark 
sky observing activity at the Camino Real International Heritage 
Center. The center presents the history and heritage of El Camino 
Real de Tierra Adentro. 

Dee met with John Fleck, Science Writer for the Albuquerque Journal. 
John Fleck wants to support the International Year of Astronomy.

John Kaltenbach, Bob Havlen, Charlie Mullen, and Dee met yesterday. 
They are deciding how to introduce astronomy to beginners. They 
are considering taking 30 minutes before each general meeting, 
or before the University of New Mexico Campus Observatory 
Friday Night Star Parties, to hold meetings of this Special Interest 
Group (SIG). The Tucson Amateur Astronomy Association has a 
Fundamentals of Astronomy SIG. Dee has asked this action team to 
report to the Board during the December meeting. TAAS members 
may wish to know about potential astronomy education courses 
available to them. Robert Williams taught Astronomy 101 some years 
ago. Larry Cash said Bob Richtersand had an Astronomy 101 class 
in continuing education at the University of New Mexico Valencia 
campus. In the spring, Bob taught about stellar composition. In the 
fall, Bob’s class observed at Pine Flat. Mark Nagrodsky has been 
teaching astronomy at the Valencia campus.

TAAS Store
Dave Downs presented the status of the TAAS store. The general 
public would be able to purchase items from our Web site. Black Duck 
embroiders the TAAS logo on the items. Black Duck normally handles 
very large customers and is interested in starting a Web purchase 
arrangement with TAAS. Hats, T-shirts, and fleece jackets would be 
available for purchase. The link from the TAAS Web site would go to 

another Web site, which would not be hosted by Black Duck. A third 
party would host the Web site for placing orders. The Web site would 
send purchase orders to Black Duck. TAAS would not be involved 
except for having a link from the TAAS Web site. Customers can visit 
Black Duck or they can have their purchased items mailed to them. 
Black Duck is located on the east side of the Pan-American freeway 
between Montgomery and Jefferson Boulevards. TAAS would not 
have to carry inventory. TAAS would have no financial involvement 
with the site. TAAS would not get any revenue from these purchases. 
The link on the TAAS Web site needs to be activated.

Gordon brought up the issue about using the TAAS name without 
TAAS getting any monies from the sales. Pete asked if the only public 
way to get to the TAAS items would be through the TAAS Web site. 
In the past, the club has purchased items in bulk, and then resold 
them. Dee will discuss the legality of the proposed arrangement for 
purchases from the TAAS store with Allison, the TAAS attorney, next 
week.

Web Site
Some of the pages and links still need to be put in their proper places. 
Dee said the societies with whom he has been in contact have given 
TAAS permission to use the contents of their Web sites. Bill Wallace 
is now the webmaster. He took over the position from Will Ferrell.
 
Calendar
The board voted unanimously to make the Edgewood Star Parties 
unofficial. Unofficial events are not placed on the TAAS calendar. 
There are several requirements for official events. The Board of 
Directors approves formal TAAS support of official events. Each 
official event has an Event Owner. The Event Owner advertises the 
event in the newsletter and handles the announcement of the event 
with the Event and Public Relations Coordinators. The Event Owner 
describes the outcome of the event in the newsletter. 

Committee Reports

GNTO
Eleven people attended the last committee meeting. Planning for 
the Fall Equinox picnic is underway. Dee said TAAS should highlight 
members’ observing activities. TAAS has an Asteroid SIG. GNTO has 
a sensitive video camera available to GNTO Committee members for 
recording occultations. On the TAAS Web site, a link for the Asteroid 
SIG connects to a page containing a list of upcoming asteroid 
occultation events. Pete suggests having a general meeting, about 
GNTO, at a time when it is not too hot or cold. The GNTO Committee 
applied for one of 100 grants for not-for-profit corporations. The 
purpose of the grants is to educate the corporations about energy 
conservation.
 

Fundraising
Grants need to be coordinated with Barry Spletzer. Tom Davies will 
look for funding opportunities, especially for the International Year 
of Astronomy. Barry obtained $5,000 for the Education Fund from 
Sandia National Laboratories.

Education
Bob Havlen put some information from the Night Sky Network about 
The Great Planet Debate on the TAAS-L email list. Jim Kaler is a 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk
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member of the Board of Directors of the Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific. TAAS members can visit the Web site he has developed, 
which lists information about more than 500 stars. He is a professor 
of astronomy at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He 
tries to add information about one star per week. Tom Graham offered 
to have the Education Committee meetings at Griegos Elementary 
School.

Events Retrospect
1. The star party that was planned for July 26 at Oak Flat 

was cancelled due to clouds and rain.
2. A member of Sangre Valiente, an organization dedicated 

to blood disorders, wrote thank-you notes to the TAAS members who 
volunteered for the star party at Camp Sangre Valiente on June 10. 
Bob Hufnagel distributed some of the thank-you notes at the Board 
meeting.

Events Prospect
1. The next Oak Flat Star Party is scheduled for August 23.
2. On September 24 there will be a tour of Magdalena 

Ridge Observatory. TAAS members are invited, and there will be 
a star party as well. This event will be unofficial, and it is part of the 
Enchanted Skies Star Party. The tour costs $20 for any member of 
an astronomy club in New Mexico.

3. Dee discussed with Diane Murray plans to have the winter 
banquet in January. The Board voted unanimously to change the 
schedule, so there will be a general meeting on December 6, 2008, 
and the banquet and election of the officers will occur on January 
10, 2009.

Old Business
The insurance review action item is still open. John Chase has 
reviewed the TAAS insurance policy. GNTO has not been insurable 
due to its remote location. The Astronomical League insurance 
options should be investigated. 

New Business
1. The Chaco Night Sky Program has three Hamamatsu 

CCD cameras available for donation. TAAS is on the second or third 
tier to possibly receive them. John Sefick is making arrangements to 
donate the cameras. The Board discussed what TAAS would do with 
the cameras.

 
2. Dave Finley is on the U.S. planning committee for the 

International Astronomical Union for the International Year of 
Astronomy.

3. Elizabeth Burki and Bob Havlen will send a survey to 
TAAS members. They will bring the survey to the November Board 
meeting for approval.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

D a r k  S k y  S I G David Penasa

The TAAS Dark Sky Special Interest Group helps promote 
conservation and restoration of the night sky, promote respon-
sible lighting, and track light pollution issues in New Mexico 
and elsewhere. This month we bring your attention to two re-
cent articles regarding dark-sky issues.

Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park near Maple Creek, Sas-
katchewan currently has dark-sky status and weekly astro-
nomical programs. The park plans to go further and prepare 
its Horseshoe Campground for serious stargazing. The con-
version will begin later this summer dedicating it as a dark 
sky campground permanently. Anyone who uses the camp-
ground will be required to maintain specific rules for lighting. 
Vehicle lighting and flashlights will need to be switched off or 
covered with red cellophane. The Royal Astronomical Society 
of Canada establishes the dark-sky criteria. The site was des-
ignated because of its relative darkness and plans for future 
light pollution controls.

This information comes from “Campground at Cyprus Park to 
Encourage Astronomy” by Dominique Liboiron, Maple Creek 
News-Times - Maple Creek, SK, Canada, 12 August 2008. For 
complete details see:
http://www.maplecreeknews.com/index.php?option=com_co
ntent&task=view&id=3100&Itemid=126.

Brian Pederson of the Arizona Daily Star reports that Marana, 
Arizona, a suburb of Tucson, recently updated its lighting code 
to address large LED billboards. The town council has moved 
to limit the maximum allowable brightness of the signs. While 
LED signs are very efficient, the horizontal emission of light 
can lead to light pollution issues. For more see http://www.
azstarnet.com/metro/252466.

A s t e r o i d  S I G  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  4

Figure 3 to see for yourself. With the extended red response of my camera, 
the target star appeared as bright as the 15th mag stars in the field, according 
to the finder chart (Figure 1). 

In spite of some difficulties, I am pretty sure my observations will be use-
ful. I think I demonstrated that a slightly above average amateur asteroid 
occultation setup can give scientifically useful observations of an event that 
seemed daunting at first glance!  

Thanks so much to Bruno Sicardy of Meudon (Paris) Observatory for the 
observing tips on his excellent Web page, http://calys.obspm.fr/~sicardy/25_
aug_08/index.html#observing_tips, and to Leslie Young for the finder charts 
at http://www.boulder.swri.edu/~layoung/occl/Pluto2008Aug25/.

As always, the Occultation SIG and IOTA (International Occultation Timing 
Association) are always looking for more observers. Contact me or Bill Wal-
lace (or Becky Ramotowski or Pete Eschman or any of our newer people) for 
more information about this exciting and scientifically valuable activity, and 
be sure to check out the Asteroid SIG page on the TAAS Web site.

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

with your observatory.  We meet every other month at 6:30 
p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north of I-40.  Our next 
committee meetings are October 16 and December 18.  If 
you have questions about GNTO, please contact me (Peter Es-
chman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

http://www.maplecreeknews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3100&Itemid=126
http://www.maplecreeknews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3100&Itemid=126
http://www.azstarnet.com/metro/252466
http://www.azstarnet.com/metro/252466
http://calys.obspm.fr/~sicardy/25_aug_08/index.html#observing_tips
http://calys.obspm.fr/~sicardy/25_aug_08/index.html#observing_tips
http://www.boulder.swri.edu/~layoung/occl/Pluto2008Aug25/
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A d v e r t i s e r s News from Placitas
Shannon Mann

November 1 Star Party in Placitas

On Saturday November 1 TAAS and Las Placitas Association 
will co-host its annual star party to promote dark skies in the 
Placitas community. The party will begin around sunset, which 
occurs this year at 6:11 p.m. Please plan to arrive closer to 5:30 
for setup. The event will again be held at the Homestead Vil-
lage Shopping Center (Merc) with telescopes set up along the 
dirt road leading toward the Homesteads subdivision. Come out 
with your telescopes and binoculars ready to answer lots of great 
questions from the public! The Moon (a waxing crescent) will set 
early at 8:45 p.m., so it shouldn’t interfere with the relatively dark 
skies for long. Be sure to arrive early to catch Venus and then 
Jupiter setting in the west and stay late to see the ghostly Helix 
Nebula rising in Aquarius. For additional information, call Shan-
non Mann, 771-0126.

Placitas Big Brothers/Big Sisters Event

Wow! Friday evening August 22 reminded me of why I love as-
tronomical outreach.

In all, we had nine TAAS astronomers helping to reach at least 
eighty Big Brothers/Big Sisters from the Albuquerque area. The 
weather was near perfect, and Jupiter proved to be the celestial 
star of the show. Also of note was the distant thunderstorm to the 
north that proved to be more than 160 miles away near Trinidad, 
Colorado.

Thank you TAAS for a marvelous showing, and thank you Ed 
Kist, Gordon Pegue, Tom Davies, Bob Hufnagel, Steve Snyder, 
Nancy Davis, Larry Cash, and Bob Norton for bringing your tele-
scopes and your wonderful knowledge and willingness to share. 
I would also like to thank Dan Dennison of Diamond Tail Ranch 
for inviting us and planning this wonderful event.

School Star Parties Off to Good Start at Oñate

Bob Hufnagel

The first school star party of the school year was held at Oñate 
Elementary School on Tuesday, August 26. Even though this is a 
small school, they wanted a complete Star Team star party, and 
that is what they had. The Star Lab planetarium was set up in the 
cafeteria. All of the students and some of the parents crawled in to 
hear and see a tour of the night sky, presented by Cynthia, one of 
the student’s parents. From there, they went to the Atrium, where 
Bob Hufnagel made several comets as students watched and took 
part. Then it was on to the library, where Bob Havlen made Pocket 
Solar Systems that the students could take home. Out on the field, 
three telescopes were set up, ready to bring the night sky a little 
closer, but heavy clouds limited the sights to a few glimpses of 
Jupiter. Overall, the students and parents seemed to enjoy the op-
portunities to learn about the celestial sights. That made the star 
party a success.

September School Star Parties Announced
Bob Hufnagel

September 9: Queen of Heaven School

The next school star party will be held at Queen of Heaven School on Tues-
day, September 9, at 6 p.m. This is a #1 Star Team Star Party, which includes 
the Star Lab planetarium, a field of telescopes, and our other indoor activi-
ties. The star party will be held regardless of weather.

Please respond by e-mail to education_coord@taas.org if you can provide 
help with the indoor activities or telescopes for sky viewing after dark.
For location and directions, visit http//maps.Google.com. Queen of Heaven 
School, 5303 Phoenix Ave. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110.

September 25: West Mesa High School

There will be an unofficial, scopes only event at West Mesa High School on 
Thursday, September 25, at 7 p.m. The event is a star party hosted by the 
West Mesa High School SACNAS Club, an organization based on promot-
ing higher education in math and science for minorities all around the United 
States. Around 80 students attended their first star party. While they have two 
Orion Skyquest telescopes, they invite us to bring our own telescopes and help 
them to promote astronomy, and therefore math and science.

Please respond by email to education_coord@taas.org to participate. For lo-
cation and directions, visit http//maps.Google.com. West Mesa High School, 
6701 Fortuna Rd. NW, Albuquerque, NM 87121.

 http://maps.Google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=5303+phoenix+ave.+ne,+albuquerque,+nm&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=56.638093,111.796875&ie=UTF8&ll=35.11201,-106.58457&spn=0.007232,0.013647&z=16&iwloc=addr&layer=c&cbll=35.11316,-106.58537&panoid=fukOMzZxPjo1LrZGGwm61w
 http://maps.Google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=5303+phoenix+ave.+ne,+albuquerque,+nm&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=56.638093,111.796875&ie=UTF8&ll=35.11201,-106.58457&spn=0.007232,0.013647&z=16&iwloc=addr&layer=c&cbll=35.11316,-106.58537&panoid=fukOMzZxPjo1LrZGGwm61w
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2 0 0 8  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Bill Firth     899-0950(H)    membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   286-9533(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Officer

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator / Librarian

education_coord@taas.org
librarian@taas.org

890-8122

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director

417-9754

Ryan Demares
Director

268-0790 (message center)
620-2882 (C)

Bill Firth
Director / Membership Coordinator / Webmaster

membership@taas.org
webmaster@taas.org

899-0950

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Charlie Mullen
Director

296-3508

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523 (H)
259-3658 (C)

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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