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50 Days Till the Perihelion Banquet

IT IS ONLY 50 DAYS till the first ever TAAS Perihelion Banquet.  The event 
will include a keynote address by Dr. Dave Westpfahl on the subject “The Value 
of Astronomy to Society.”  There will also be door prizes, a challenging trivia 
contest and other entertaining events.

The date is Saturday January 10, 2009, at the MCM Elegante Hotel.  Details 
will be available in the near future on the TAAS Web site.  This is an event you 
will not want to miss.

WE HAD A GOOD “New Moon” 
observing event on October 25.  Bill 
Wallace opened the facility, and Mark 
Fleenor was his backup for opening 
duties.  New members were greeted 
and given a guided tour of the facility 
and grounds.  Bill and Mark hosted 
the Isengard telescope, offering views 
of Jupiter and selected Messier objects.  
After sunset, even though conditions 
were clear and the Milky Way was 
prominent, the “seeing” was not 
particularly good.  

Some nice Orionid meteors were 
spotted from time to time.  Steve Welch 
set up his personal video imaging 
equipment near the small dome and got 
some impressive video views from his 
new bargain-basement 80mm Meade 
“backpack” refractor.  

At midnight, Bill and Mark shut down 
the Isengard and turned closing duties 
over to Will Ferrell.  Will and Ed Kist 
observed until after 4:00 a.m., when 
Ed packed up and left and Will went 
to sleep in his van.  Will said the sky 
remained mediocre in spite of the lack 
of clouds and measurable wind.  All 
told, we had 12 telescopes in operation 
and 21 observers.

Our next two events are “New Moon” 
observing opportunities scheduled for 
November 29 and December 27.

Steve Welch heads up our CCD imaging 
program.  If you are interested in taking 
part in this program, Steve asks that you 
contact him at (505) 866-7668 to make 

arrangements.  Steve can have our CCD 
imaging equipment ready in the 10-
foot dome, so you can learn about the 
imaging process and take some images 
of your own.  

We will have the heated Robert Ortega 
Building open and our Guest Trailer 
available for coffee, hot chocolate and 
any snacks you might want to share.  
We’ve got a bunch of great equipment 
waiting for you at GNTO, so plan your 
trip to GNTO soon.  Why wait?

GNTO committee meetings are open 
to any interested TAAS members, and 
they provide a great way to get more 
involved with your observatory.  We 
meet every other month at 6:30 p.m. at 
JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north 
of I-40.  Our next committee meetings 
are December 18 and February 19.  If 
you have questions about GNTO, please 
contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.
org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory.

GNTO News & Views Peter Eschman
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President ’s  Mess age Dee Friesen

H appy H olidays!

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

continued on page 3

TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
November 6, 2008

University of New Mexico Physics and Astronomy Building

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Dee Friesen (President), 
Gordon Pegue, Steve Welch, Pete Eschman, Dan Clark (Treasurer), 
Dick Fate (Vice President), Larry Cash, Bob Hufnagel, Bob Havlen

Directors absent: Tom Davies, Charlie Mullen (excused)

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.
There are corrections to the October Board meeting minutes. The 
budgeted amounts for the Perihelion Banquet as reported in the 
October Board meeting minutes are incorrect. The minutes are 
amended and approved as noted: The Board voted, with nine for and 
one abstention, to appropriate $96.88 for a cash bar, $387.50 for the 
room rental, $500 for prizes, $250 for awards, and $65.62 for event 
promotion. 

Executive Report
1. There will be a potluck dinner for the December Board meeting. 
Dick and Susie Fate will host the meeting in their home.

2. Dee met with Cindy Riedel, who operates the Albuquerque 
Public Schools planetarium. They discussed possible uses of the 
planetarium

3. Sy Santos will plan the Perihelion Banquet program. 

4. Shannon Mann will lead the Nomination Committee.

5. Larry, Dick, and Gordon will be the members of the Awards 
Committee.

6. National Radio Astronomy Observatory personnel will look into 
having a statewide star party at the Very Large Array next spring.

7. Karen Keese will research the possibility of hosting a star party 
in Belen.

8. The Coalition of Educators for Native American Children 
(CENAL) will have a science fair in November.

Program Report
Barry Spletzer is the backup speaker for the November 8 general 
meeting.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances as of the end of October:
 General Fund:   $ 18132.28
 GNTO Fund:   $   6092.86
 Education Fund:   $   5843.96
 Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund:  $   1181.91
 Special Projects Fund:  $   5457.23
 Science Fair Fund:  $     400.00
 Cosmic Carnival Fund:  $       34.35
 Astronomical League Reserve: $     111.56

Bailing Out Astronomy?

I SPENT ALL of today on my bicycle riding around Tucson 
contemplating what to write for this month’s newsletter.  Fate 
stepped in when a rider from Rochester, New York, asked me, 
“When can I see the Big Dipper?”  This reminded me about 
how the government is dipping into our funds to bail out 
just about anything that has failed. I thought about how the 
government would go about bailing out astronomy.  After 
all, the big dipper is starting to appear in the northeast sky 
making it easier for the government to use its “big dipper” to 
dip into our funds.

To bail out astronomy, there would be a congressional 
committee to propose the whole process.  I suggest the creation 
of a bipartisan Dark Matter Committee. Like the economy, 
there certainly is no congressional understanding of dark 
matter.  It would be interesting to see how the members of 
the committee would grandstand about a subject they know 
nothing about.  

The Democrats would probably propose that all citizens get 
some dark matter, even if they did not know what to do with 
it.  The transfer of dark matter would be considered a proper 
and fair thing to do.  They might even devise a way to tax dark 
matter.

The Republicans would probably prefer to bail out something 
conservative, like gravity.  I am sure they could find somewhere 
that the constitution declares gravity is a fundamental right.  
I wonder if they are aware of the inverse square law.  In 
actuality, the approval of congress appears to exponentially 
decay with distance outside the beltway.  

A subject such as the bailout of Pluto would really confuse 
congress.  How should the money be spent to restore Pluto to 
planet status?  Should the government get shares in Pluto real 
estate?  What if Pluto defaults and remains a Plutoid?  

Finally, what about all those telescopes?  Should congress 
demand equal observing time for double stars as well as dim 
fuzzies?  Probably refractors and reflectors would get equal 
sky observing time.  What about catadioptric telescopes? 
Certainly they would want their share of bailout observing 
time.

The bottom line is that we stargazers are most certainly much 
better off without a bailout.  We admit to not understanding 
dark matter.  We all have gravity and do not have any fear of 
losing it, and we will never settle the argument about what 
best to observe with what kind of telescope.  
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 Total Funds on Deposit:  $ 37142.59
Total Expenses for October 2008:   $     672.74
Total Income for October 2008:   $   1541.88

Web Site
Mark Fleenor will lead the Web site Action Committee.

Fundamentals of Astronomy Special Interest Group (SIG)
The SIG will have its next meeting in November at the University 
of New Mexico Campus Observatory immediately before one of the 
Friday night stargazing events.

Committee Reports
Steve Welch said the New Mexico Space Grant Consortium Public 
Service Program has issued a call for proposals to support programs 
reinforcing literacy in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics, for the citizens of New Mexico. Steve also mentioned 
that the National Science Foundation EPSCoR funds science and 
engineering programs.

Education
Bob Hufnagel will investigate the possibility of having telescopes set 
up once per week next February at Georgia O’Keefe Elementary 
School.

Budget
The Board discussed the budget for fiscal year 2009. The fiscal year 
is the same as the calendar year.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2

NEWS FLASH
	 I	was	able	to	spot	in	my	8-inch	Newtonian	the	lost	tool	bag	from	the	
Shuttle on the November 18 flyover of Albuquerque. It looked like a star 
of	the	9th magnitude trailing the Shuttle. Did anyone else see it?

GNTO Night, October 25–26, 2008
 This was almost a perfect night: it was warm, the sky was clean and 
cloudless, and it was well attended. Just about all of the important late 
summer and autumn objects were observed in one scope or another. I 
can cite a few standout objects. We had good views of Jupiter, Neptune, 
and Uranus. NGC 55, NGC 253, and Messier 31, 32, and 110 were really 
nice. Almost all of the bright globs visible—Messiers 2, 13, 15, 30, 55 
etc.—were examined. I tracked down a couple of autumn globs: NGC 
288 and NGC 7492. NGC 288 is really beautiful, and overlooked, being 
a loose, well-resolved object that is somewhat off-center and shredded. 
NGC 7492 is a real challenge object, but I did spot it in the 8-inch Newt. 
Gordon Pegue continued his search for Arp catalogue galaxies using his 
18-inch Obsession. I saw several of these small, distant objects including 
NGC 7609, NGC 169, and IC 1559. 

“Semi-Flash Astronomy”
 In the “Focal Point” column of July 2008 Sky and Telescope	maga-
zine, Alan Rifkin tells us about his approach to stargazing, which he 
calls “Flash Astronomy.” That is, haul out the telescope and be observ-
ing minutes later. The goal of this approach is to allow for more varied 
stargazing.
 “Semi-flash” astronomy—as I call it—involves a short drive to a 
darker, better observing site within, say, 5 miles of where you live. So, 

O b s e r v e r ’ s  N o t e s Kevin McKeown

What Was the Star of Bethlehem?
TAAS MEMBER Father Timothy Martinez of the Arch-
diocese of Santa Fe will discuss this age-old question at 
the December general membership meeting, Saturday, 
December 6. The meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. at Regen-
er Hall on the campus of UNM.  Details of the meeting 
along with a map to the site are available on the TAAS 
Web site.
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TAAS General Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Messier SIG
Meeting Changed to December 2
 
The date for the “November” Messier SIG 
meeting has changed from Wednesday, 
November 26, to Tuesday, December 2.
 
Please check the Web site at http://www.
taas.org and select SIGs/Messier for 
details on this SIG meeting. Whether a 
regular December meeting will also be 
held is still to be decided.

New Mexico Night Sky Protection Act 
Amendment Bill

It’s almost State Legislative ses-
sion time again!  I understand from 
a reliable source (Peter Lipscomb, 
Director,  Night Sky Program, New 
Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance) 
that Wes Light will be having NM Sen. 
Smith and NM Rep. Irwin introduce a 
bill at the upcoming Legislative ses-
sion. The language will be based upon 
the amended bill by the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee last go-round in 2007. 
 
Peter will track developments and 
work to coordinate a collaborative and 

Dark Sky SIG
David Penasa

effective campaign during the upcom-
ing months. He noted that the NM State 
Parks is on board along with other part-
ners around the state. Stay tuned!

For further information, contact Peter 
in Santa Fe (505) 989-3696, plipscomb@
nmheritage.org.

Saturday, December 6, 2008
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

What Was the Star of 
Bethlehem?

Father Timothy Martinez
Archdiocese of Santa Fe

http://www.taas.org
http://www.taas.org
mailto:plipscomb@nmheritage.org
mailto:plipscomb@nmheritage.org
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 9

where are these safe sites in and around Albu-
querque? Here’s a fairly good one to start with: 
the Four Hills Open Space. From Central SE, 
take Four Hills Road south until you run out of 
road, at a gate. Share yours with the club. 

Meteor/Meteorite Special Interest Group?
	 Several of you have expressed interest in 
observing meteor showers, imaging fireballs, 
and hunting for meteorites. While there are 
plenty of other SIG’s occupying our attention, 
I can suggest a modest start. On the morning 
of January 3, 2009, the Quadrantid meteor 
shower is expected to peak towards dawn. 
This year’s shower will occur in moonless 
skies.
	 The amazing Quads, perhaps the most 
enigmatic	of	the	annual	showers,	seems	to	be	
two showers in one. There are the faint electric 

blue Quads and the brighter yellow Quads. A 
good maximum is the result of strong num-
bers of both the blue and the yellow sub-
streams. There can be some tremendous yel-
low fireballs and multiple radiants. The Quads 
can produce rates better than 100 per hour per 
person	when	the	bright	yellow	meteors	show	
up (some years they don’t show!).
	 In my experience, the peak rate can vary, 
with more or fewer fireballs. Furthermore, 
the timing of the maximum—which is very 
brief, about 2 hours long—can vary quite a 
bit. Note: the brief peak means the Quads are 
really only good every 4 years. Considering 
that the meteors are in a nearly 7-year orbit 
around the Sun, the stream variability is not 
surprising. 
	 Can I suggest we get together to watch this 
shower? I’m at 254-9117, or starmack@swcp.
com.

Observer’s Notes, continued from page 3
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General

PAUL LIN
JOHN SOCHINSKI

UNITED WAY

GNTO

PAUL LIN
JOHN SOCHINSKI

Dark Sky

NATHAN DEVILBISS
PAUL LIN

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Membership at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the next  
issue of the Sidereal Times is Friday, 
December 19. Please e-mail text as an 
attachment, preferably in Microsoft Word 
or OpenOffice.org Writer. Please do not 
embed photos in text. Attach photos and 
illustrations separately. The e-mail address 
for the newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 8

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 190 224 -34
Family 52 70 -18
Educational 6 11 -5
Total Paid 248 305 -57
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 35 -1
Total Members 289 347 -58

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

NATHAN DEVILBISS
LORI KOCH

CHRIS MARSH
ANTHONY MARTINEZ

ED PETERSON
DAVE PITONZO

DAVID AND MARGARET TUCKER
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2 0 0 8  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463(H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686(H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549(H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141(W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601(H)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122(H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Coordinator  Open position         membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404(C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Officer  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Curator   Dale Murray   286-9533(H)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Officer

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator / Librarian

education_coord@taas.org
librarian@taas.org

890-8122

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director

417-9754

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Charlie Mullen
Director

296-3508

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523 (H)
259-3658 (C)

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to	The Albuquerque Astronomical Society	
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
		
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions	 to	 Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of	 the	 above	 magazine	 renewal	 mailers	
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph	beginning,	one	 	 space	 	between	
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:	 	 Note	 that	 the	
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org	
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times:	
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS:	
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell:	
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links:	
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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