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Becky Ramotowski

IF YOU WANT to learn how to cap-
ture exquisite Moon shots, or are 
tired of the ISS and shuttle passes 
not leaving a trail of pixels on your 
memory cards then Astrophotogra-
phy Boot Camp is for you! If you’ve 
been fretting about whether or not 
you’ll have a photo for the TAAS as-
tro photo show In November, then 
Astrophotography Boot Camp is 
definitely for you.

Astrophotography Boot Camp meets 
three times this summer at Oak Flat, 
on May 30, June 27, and July 25. The 
popular TAAS Oak Flat Public Star 
Parties are also on these evenings.
Round up your cameras and pixel 
collectors and come on out and en-
joy the dark sky of Oak Flat; mingle 
with some of your best astro bud-
dies; and then make some memo-
rable astro images with your digital 
camera.

I’ll cover techniques for digital SLR 
(DSLR) and point-and-shoot digital 
snapshot cameras. CCD’ers are wel-
come to come out and set up their 
gear and image from the Oak Flat 
Star Party. Film cameras can play, 
too. Just bring what you have and 
we’ll talk shop.

We’ll discuss settings, focusing, cre-
ative scene making, and many other 

topics. You’ll be guided through 
some simple steps to make and then 
take home your own astrophoto 
masterpiece. Captivating astropho-
tography is easy if you use the right 
tactics and know a few simple tricks. 
I’ll help you learn the ropes to make 
the most of what’s in the sky with 
the camera you have.

Bring your camera and a tripod (if 
you have one) and a desire to make 

Astrophotography Boot Camp Set for Oak Flat
an übercool image! Let’s have some 
fun at Oak Flat! 

Watch the TAAS.org Web site for 
maps and more info on the Oak Flat 
Star Parties. E-mail: Astrobeck (at) 
gmail (dot) com.

BTW—Boots are optional!

TAAS MEMBERS Judy Stanley and 
Karen Keese have partnered with Don 
Natvig, director of the UNM Sevilleta 
Field Station, to launch STAR-HOP-
PERS, a not-for-profit program that of-
fers weekend-long workshops in recre-
ational astronomy. The workshops will 

be held at the field station, which is on 
the Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge in 
Socorro County.

During the International Year of Astron-
omy, two workshops will be offered: a 
workshop for adults on April 24–26 and 
a workshop for grandparents and grand-
kids on September 18–20. Attendees 

will learn astronomy in a beginner-
friendly, hands-on environment.

“We are very excited to host these 
workshops. The Sevilleta Field Station 
provides a perfect venue. The facilities 
are modern and comfortable, and the 

skies are spectacular. Participants will 
be treated to a Saturday morning tour 
of the refuge, most of which is closed 
to the public,” said Natvig.

Registrations are now being accepted 
for the April workshop. For more in-
formation, visit www.astronomywork-
shops.org or call 505-261-0040.

UNM Sevilleta Field Station Hosts April Astronomy Workshop

□

http://www.astronomyworkshops.org/
http://www.astronomyworkshops.org/
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G eneral  Me eting  News

Personal Orbits

IN THE WONDERFUL month of April, I will complete my 65th 
trip around the sun. To my family and friends that means I 
am 65 years old. But 65 is only a relative number. If I were a 
Martian, my journeys around the sun would only number 36. 
Should nature have made me a Jovian citizen, I would only 
be 5.5 years old on Jupiter. If I wanted to be younger, I could 
move to Saturn and be 2.2 years old. Any further out into the 
solar system and I would be an infant.

Of course, everyone’s year is different. My solar orbits begin 
and end when the sun is in Aries. For my wife it is Pisces. This 
shows us that the concept of a year is really a relative event. 
We know from physics that, as we approach the speed of light, 
our time, as observed by those at rest, appears to slow down. 
However, I have been unsuccessful in convincing my wife 
that, because life is a relative event, I really have more time 
available to accomplish the never-ending honey-do list. 

It is fun to compare the distance that light has traveled from 
various objects to the number of solar orbits I have completed. 
When I complete orbit number 65, the light that left Aldeba-
ran on my birth will finally arrive. I will have to wait another 
twelve years before my natal Regulus light arrives. On the 
other hand, at the young and innocent age of 14, I was greeted 
by my birth light from 51 Pegasi, although at the time I am 
sure I did not observe it. When I will view the sky after 93 
orbits, my Algol birth light will arrive.

Fortunately, we need not wait for any of this light to reach us 
because the photons have been arriving for longer then any of 
us can comprehend. All I can really say is that it is more fun to 
observe the light than to count the orbits. All we need to do is 
go outside and observe, regardless of our orbital position. 

OBSERVE – EDUCATE – HAVE FUN

April General Meeting 
Examines Halley Mystery

THE APRIL GENERAL MEETING will feature Dr. Jack Brandt, 
of the Department of Physics and Astronomy at UNM, pre-
senting “St. Helena, Edmond Halley, Stellar Proper Motion, 
and the Mystery of Aldebaran.” Dr. Brandt, who is known 
for his work with comets, will discuss Halley’s discovery of 
stellar proper motion–its history and implications. He will in-
clude a description of the island of St. Helena, where Halley 
had his observatory in the late 1600s and where Dr. Brandt 
visited in 2006. 

Halley was interested in determining the correct value for 
the constant of precession and, in so doing, compared some 
contemporary star positions with positions recorded in 
ancient times. His measurements found that the stars Sirius, 
Arcturus and Aldebaran had moved southward by more 
than 30 arc minutes over 1800 years. Modern proper motion 
measurements confirm Halley’s results for Sirius and Arcturus 
but unfortunately do not confirm Aldbaran.  Dr. Brandt will 
examine this discrepancy and its possible causes. Will he be 
able to resolve this mystery? Come listen on Saturday, April 4 
at 7:00 at Regener Hall.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
Dee Friesen

Edmond Halley 1656–1742
Portrait of Edmond Halley painted around 1687 by 

Thomas Murray (Royal Society, London)



The Sidereal Times April 2009

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 3

OUR FEBRUARY 21 GNTO “New Moon” observing event had 
a pretty good turnout, with sixteen observers and thirteen 
scopes in operation. Bill Wallace opened the facility and 
was the Isengard host. Will Ferrell served as backup for the 
opening duties. Sky conditions suffered a bit from high cirrus 
clouds but did not interfere with good views of Comet Lulin. 
We would like to thank Carl Frisch for the time he spent with 
the road dragger to smooth out the road and observing field.  

We gathered at GNTO a week later on February 28. This 
time, Steve Welch opened GNTO, and I hosted the Isengard. 
Steve set up the imaging equipment in the 10-foot dome. 
Attendance was a bit higher this time with twenty-four 
observers and around fifteen telescopes. Observing 
highlights included Saturn, Comet Lulin, and a variety of 
deep-space objects. Since Steve was making good progress 
with the imaging equipment, he 
held out until around 3:00 a.m. 
before closing the facility. 

We had a small but dedicated 
group of eight show up for GNTO 
spring cleanup on Sunday, March 
15. Thanks to Carl Frisch for getting 
rid of nearly all weeds on the 
observing field and surrounding 
paths so we were able to focus 
most of our energies toward 
painting the exterior of the Ortega 
Building. The building’s thirsty 
siding absorbed several coats of 
rapidly drying paint. We also got 
the rim joist of the main dome roof 
prepped and primed. 

I would like to thank Elizabeth 
Burki, Will Ferrell, Carl Frisch, 
Lance Hurt, Gordon Pegue, 
Bill Wallace, and Steve Welch 
for joining me in this work. Special thanks go to Will for 
organizing the event, as he settles into his job as GNTO 
Buildings and Grounds task area manager. Thanks to Bill 
Wallace for cleaning out the interiors of the Ortega Building, 
Guest Trailer, and Outhouse. Gordon Pegue did a great job 
removing, cleaning, and collimating the primary mirror of the 
GNTO 16” loaner scope. Once again, Carl Frisch had used the 

road dragger recently to smooth the roadways, so big thanks 
to Carl as well!

On Thursday, March 19, Ray Collins, Steve Welch, and I 
returned for more painting. We applied a finish coat to half 
of the area of the main dome eaves and managed to get two 
bench seats coated. We plan to return sometime following the 
Messier Marathon to finish painting the eaves of the main 
dome roof.

OUR UPCOMING EVENTS include the 2008 Messier 
Marathon on March 28. Our only scheduled event for April is 
New Moon observing on April 25. The April date is the rain 
date for the Messier Marathon. Please see the March issue of 
Sidereal Times if you need information on the March 28 Messier 
Marathon.

Steve Welch leads our CCD 
imaging program. To take part in 
this program, contact him at 505-
866-7668 to make arrangements. 
Steve can have our CCD imaging 
equipment ready in the 10-foot 
dome so you can learn about 
imaging and take images of your 
own. 

We will have the heated Robert 
Ortega Building open and our 
Guest Trailer available for coffee, 
hot chocolate, and any snacks you 
might want to share. We’ve got a 
bunch of great equipment waiting 
for you at GNTO, so plan your trip 
to GNTO soon. Why wait?

GNTO committee meetings are 
open to any interested TAAS 
members, and they provide a great 

way to get more involved with your observatory. We meet 
every other month at 6:30 p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank 
just north of I-40. Our next committee meeting is Tuesday, 
April 14. If you have questions about GNTO, please contact 
me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Hercules Globular Cluster and The Pleides                      Photo: IYA2009, FETTU, and Robert Gendler
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Telescope Amnesty Day
April 4 at Explora

THE CENTERPIECE of the 100 Hours of Observing in Albuquerque 
will be Telescope Amnesty Day at the Explora Science Center in 
Old Town Albuquerque on Saturday, April 4. This is the day for 
the public to bring telescopes to Explora, where TAAS members 
will assist with their operation.  Similar events recently hosted by 
other astronomy clubs have found that a large number of problems 
involve learning how to use the computer systems that most new 
telescopes now possess. Broken viewfinders, lost eyepieces, and 
wobbly mounts can also be anticipated.

This is a wonderful opportunity for TAAS to serve the community 
by sharing our knowledge of astronomy and telescopes with the 
owners of all sorts of intriguing telescopes. It will be a fun and 
interesting experience for TAAS. Explora is making available their 
large community room for the event. Amnesty Day runs from 11:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

TAAS members are needed to assist with this event. Volunteers can 
contact Jim Palmer at TAAS@taas.org.

April 2–5: 100 Hours 
of Observing

Event 400 Years in the Making

FOUR HUNDRED YEARS after Galileo first pointed a telescope 
skyward, TAAS is pleased to be part of 100 Hours of Astronomy. 
This is a 100-hour round-the-clock, round-the-globe event that 
includes live Webcasts from research observatories, public observ-
ing, and other activities around the world. TAAS plans to participate 
in the local community. Longtime TAAS member Jim Palmer is 
coordinating the event.

TAAS will have teams with a minimum of three observers, each 
with a telescope observing from various locations around Al-
buquerque. At all times there will be at least one team observing. 
Details of the TAAS program are being finalized and are available 
at www.abqsky.org. and on the TAAS Web site. Final details will be 
distributed by e-mail to all TAAS members.

Several organizations, including a local television station, will 
participate. A highlight of the 100-hour event is Telescope Amnesty 
Day at the Explora Science Center in Old Town Albuquerque on 
Saturday, April 4, when people in the community may bring their 
telescopes to Explora and receive assistance from TAAS members 
on how to operate the instruments.

Barry Gordon captured this occultation of Saturn by the Moon at 1:36 a.m. December 28, 2001. He recorded the image on 
Kodachrome 200 film in a motor-driven Leica SLR using lenses with an effective focal length of 5500 mm and an aperture of 
f/54. The exposure duration was 2 seconds

http://www.abqsky.org


The Sidereal Times April 2009

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 5

General
JOHN SARRACINO

 UNITED WAY

Education
GRIEGOS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

XILINX

GNTO
STEVE WELCH

Dark Sky
SAM DELUCA

DAVID PENASA
 STEVE WELCH

Science Fair
ACCENT WINDOWS

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Membership at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the next  
issue of the Sidereal Times is Friday, April 
17. Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. Please do not embed photos in text. 
Attach photos and illustrations separately. 
The e-mail address for the newsletter editor 
is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a r c h  2 0 0 9

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 195 186 9
Family 53 50 3
Educational 6 6 0
Total Paid 254 242 12
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 34 0
Total Members 295 283 12

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

SAM DELUCA
BRUCE, SUSAN, AND LAURA FREEMAN

KENNETH MLADINICH
MICHAEL AND MEG MOSELEY

ANDREW ROGERS
MICHAEL SEXAUS

WILLIAM AND PAMELA SHELBY
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1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2 
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

3 
4/2–4/5
100 Hours of 
Astronomy

4 General
Meeting,
Telescope 
Amnesty Day

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16 17 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

18

19 20 21
North Star
Elementary 
         School 
         Star Party

22
Earth Day

23 24 4/24–4/26 
Star Hoppers
Workshop

25 GNTO: NM 
Observing, 
Messier 
Marathon rain 
date

26

     

27 28 29 30
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

A p r i l  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Bob Hufnagel

THE MARCH school star party was held at Griegos Elemen-
tary School on March 3. In spite of a completely overcast 
sky, we still had about 125 students and parents show up 
to see comets being made and pocket solar systems. TAAS 
members brought a few telescopes, but they were unable to 
view anything, so they took advantage of the opportunity 
to show the students how a telescope is made and how it 
works. The evening ended with 125 people knowing a little 
more about astronomy and science, thanks to the TAAS 
volunteers.

Griegos Star Party Attracts 125

FOR 4 DAYS, from April 2 to 5, 2009, amateur astronomers, pro-
fessional astronomers, educators and people all around the world 
will share the experience of observing the sky. In this picture ama-
teur astronomers are preparing their equipment for a night of astro-
nomical discoveries. More on page 4.                 Photo: TWAN/Babak 
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Saturday, April 4

7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

St. Helena, Edmond Halley, Stellar Proper Motion,
 and the Mystery of Aldebaran

Dr. Jack Brandt, Department of Physics and Astronomy, 
University of New Mexico

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

M a y  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1 2
General
Meeting

3 4 5 
North Valley 
Academy Star    
                  Party

6
ATM SIG
Meeting

7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

15
TAAS at Explora

16
GNTO: 
Observing

17 18 19 20
ATM SIG
Meeting

21 22
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

23 GNTO:
NM Observing;
5/22–5/24 
Chaco Canyon 
Observing

24

     31

25 26 27 28 29 30 Oak Flat 
Star Party,
Astrophoto
Boot
Camp
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
March 5, 2009

University of New Mexico Physics and Astronomy Building

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Dee Friesen (President), 
Gordon Pegue, Steve Welch, Pete Eschman, Dan Clark (Treasurer), 
Dick Fate (Vice President), Larry Cash, Robert Williams, Dave Pi-
tonzo, Robert Hufnagel, Tom Davies

Directors absent: Bob Havlen

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.

There are no corrections to the January Board meeting minutes. 

Executive Report
1. Judy Stanley and Karen Keese are ramping up the Star Hoppers 
program at Sevilleta Wildlife Refuge. The first workshop will take 
place April 24-26.

2. A representative of the New Mexico Museum of Natural History 
(NMMNH) called Dee today. The NMMNH is interested in reestab-
lishing relationship with TAAS. Dee suggested to the NMMNH a joint 
TAAS-NMMNH event in the late summer or fall of 2009.

Program Report
Dr. Jack Brandt will discuss comets as the guest speaker for the April 
general meeting.

Treasurer’s Report
Account balances at the end of February 2009:
 General Fund:    $ 17429.94
 GNTO Fund:    $   6817.86
 Education Fund:    $   5991.93
 Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund:   $   1226.91
 Special Projects Fund:   $   5457.23
 Science Fair Fund:   $     400.00
 Cosmic Carnival Fund:   $       34.35
 Astronomical League Reserve:  $     150.96
 Total Funds on Deposit:   $ 37358.22
Total Expenses for February 2009:    $       87.11    
Total Income for February 2009:    $     482.34

Apparently TAAS had been incorrectly listed as a general retailer 
with the State of New Mexico. Dan worked to clarify TAAS’s 501(c)(3) 
tax exempt and nonprofit statuses and other details.

Committee Reports

Education
1. Larry Cash put dates of school star parties on the calendar. 
Schools should be told that it is customary for them to donate $100 
per school star party. 

2. This is the time of year that Xilinx, Inc. accepts proposals for 
charitable causes. Tom Davies requested $2,000 from Xilinx for tele-
scopes for teachers. The Board discussed the guardianship of the 
telescopes. 

Membership
The Board discussed ways to acknowledge new members. Two vol-
unteers need to put together the membership survey report.

GNTO
Dee said there has been no response to the spring equinox convoy 
request he made in the newsletter.

Events Retrospect
TAAS performed well at the Hearts, Stars, and Telescopes event. 
Dee has talked to Jodi Hedderig from the Open Space Division since 
then. 175 people from the general public attended. 

Events Prospect
1. The Spring Equinox picnic will be announced at the March 7 gen-
eral meeting. During the picnic, there will be training for GNTO key-
holders at 4 p.m.

2. The GNTO 2009 Messier Marathon will take place on March 28.

3. Dan received a check from the owners of Accent Windows for the 
winners of this year’s Central New Mexico Science and Engineering 
Research Challenge.

4. The One Hundred Hours of Observing event will take place April 
2-5. Dee went to Channel 13 to meet with Mike Hernandez. Observ-
ing will be scheduled in six-hour blocks, with three people per block. 
TAAS will set up observing sessions at various locations around Al-
buquerque. Details of the event will be posted at www.ABQSky.org. 
The GNTO video imaging equipment will be used for some of the 
events. Steve Welch would like to have a dry run with the video imag-
ing equipment. The event will be broadcast over the Web.

5. April 4 is Telescope Amnesty Day at Explora Science Center. The 
Center is strongly promoting this event.

6. Cosmic Carnival will take place on April 18. Robert Williams is 
organizing TAAS’s participation in the event, in conjunction with the 
Founders Day Fiesta. Setup is at 10 a.m. The event is from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Details are at www.cosmiccarnival.org.
 
7. The Edgewood Parks Department called Dee, and they would like 
TAAS to host a star party at Wildlife West Nature Park May 2-3.

8. Alison Shuler called Dee and asked him if TAAS could host a star 
party for the Rotary Club of Albuquerque at the NMMNH on July 20 at 
noon. Dee will own the event.
 
Old Business
1. Some of the wording in the Compendium, about special interest 
groups, needs to be revised.

2. The loaner telescopes have been completely transferred from Dale 
Murray to Barry Spletzer.

New Business
1. The City of Albuquerque owns the Rio Grande Community Farm, 
and the Open Space Division operates it. The farm is off of Montaño 
Blvd., behind Unser Racing Museum. Lodestar did the Maize Maze 

http://www.ABQSky.org
http://www.cosmiccarnival.org
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star parties during full moons. The Farm would like TAAS to help them 
present a star party for the Maize Maze, which runs from August 29 
to November 1, 2009. 

2. Dee received an e-mail message from Wes Baker, who is on the 
Board of Directors of the Astronomical Society of Las Cruces (ASLC). 
Wes wants to have a joint event with TAAS. The Board discussed 
having the event at the Valley of Fires State Park.

3. TAAS may have a Web link to the GNTO video imaging equipment 
for the Cosmic Carnival and the Maize Maze star party. 

4. The Board unanimously approved having the Summer Solstice pic-
nic coupled with the June 27 Oak Flat star party. 

5. The draft calendar from June 2009 to May 2010 is approved unani-
mously.

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 

All company and brand names are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of their respective owners. Xilinx is a registered 
trademark of Xilinx in the United States and other countries. 
Citation of trademarks herein is fair use.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8

Join the SPCT Today
Barry Spletzer

IMAGINE a pile of pure white sand, lying for millenia on a 
distant beach. One day it is scooped up, hauled away, and 
melted in a furnace. After careful processing and loving care, 
it becomes a perfect squat cylinder of glass, an almost mythi-
cal material, being solid, amazingly hard, and yet transparent. 
It may lie dormant for years until some enthusiastic amateur 
astronomer grinds, figures, and polishes it to an accuracy of 
less than 1/100 the diameter of a hair. 

Other materials from forest and field follow similarly convo-
luted paths to become precision-crafted components gathered 
and assembled, finally producing a telescope, a device allow-
ing mere mortals such as we to peer deeply into the heavens, 

seeing that which is impossible without such a marvelous 
instrument.

After years of use and loving care, this fine equipment is do-
nated to TAAS for the free use of all members. Now the story 
turns dark, literally. Instead of gathering million-year-old 
photons to delight new and seasoned observers alike, our 
magical instrument gathers only dust.

This is where you come in. You can help. You can join the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Telescopes (SPCT). 
OK, it’s really the TAAS Telescope Loan Program. TAAS 
maintains a wide selection of telescopes and loans them free 
to members for a period of one month at a time. Each scope 
comes equipped with eyepieces and a convenient reflex find-
er. In the near future, star charts and other equipment will 
be added. 

Scopes range from a nice portable 4-inch equatorial reflector 
perfect for backyard use on the moon and planets to a 13-inch 
“light bucket” for serious deep-sky observing. The specifica-
tions of the telescopes are listed on the TAAS Web site. Just 
go to www.taas.org and from the “Programs” header, select 
“Loaner Scope Program.” There is a photo of each telescope 
along with a description including size and weight. Check it 
out and see if any of the telescopes suit you.

If you are just starting in astronomy, this is a great way to 
see what all the buzz is about telescopes and the night sky. 
Maybe you are considering buying a telescope and want to 
try out different scopes to see what suits you. Even experi-
enced astronomers will enjoy the 12.5-inch travel scope to 
pack along on vacation. The Loaner Program has something 
for everyone.

For more information or to borrow one of the scopes, e-mail 
telescope_loans@taas.org. The only requirement to qualify 
for the program is to be a member in good standing of The 
Albuquerque Astronomical Society. At this writing, several 
scopes are available.

TAAS’s 13-inch Dobsonian “light bucket” awaiting its next borrower
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A d v e r t i s e r s
TAAS Help Wanted, April

TAAS NEEDS PEOPLE to assist with the following 
areas. If you are interested, contact Dee Friesen or any 
other TAAS BOD member. Contact information for all 
BOD members is on page 11 of this newsletter.

TAAS Mentor Program — Provide learning assistance to a 
newer member by sharing your astronomy knowledge and 
experience. 

Contact Dee Friesen.

General Meeting Planning — Identify speakers, activities 
and events for the monthly TAAS meetings.

Contact Dick Fate.

Education — Participate in the TAAS Educational Outreach 
Program by attending school star parties.

Contact Bob Hufnagel.

GNTO Committee — Join the committee and receive 
training to become a GNTO Key Holder.

Contact Pete Eschman.

Membership — Assist with the conduct of the TAAS 
membership program. Help track membership, identify 
reasons for nonrenewal of membership, and promote TAAS 
membership.

Contact Dee Friesen.

Observing — Identify significant observing events for 
TAAS members and events to present to the public. Create 
observing contests and observing lists for members to 
complete to receive TAAS awards.

Contact Steve Welch.

TAAS Social Events — Assist with the planning and 
conduct of TAAS social events.

Contact Dick Fate.

TAAS Web Site — Assist with the the TAAS Web 
site including e-mail procedures and other electronic 
communications.

Contact Mike Fleenor.

International Year of Astronomy planning — Assist with 
the planning of TAAS events for the IYA.

Contact Dee Friesen.

Visit the TAAS Store online at
www.taas.org

click link on TAAS  homepage

www.taas.org
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2 0 0 9  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549 (H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Loaner Scope Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org 
  Membership Coordinator  Open position       membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404 (C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Coordinator  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinatorr

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director

417-9754

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator / Librarian

education_coord@taas.org
librarian@taas.org

890-8122

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523 (H)
259-3658 (C)

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Robert Williams
Director

270-5857



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS on the World Wide Web:
http://www.taas.org 
taas@taas.org
Online Sidereal Times: 
www.taas.org/times/
Educational Outreach:
www.taas.org/education/
Donations to TAAS: 
www.taas.org/donate/
Buy and Sell: 
www.taas.org/eq/
TAAS Astronomy Links: 
www.taas.org/links/
TAAS 200: 
www.taas.org/taas200/
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