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Oak Flat Star-Party Season Blasts Off
Larry Cash, Events Coordinator

WE WiLL bEgin our Oak Flat Star Parties series 
soon. The first star party of the season will be held at the 
Juniper Picnic Area May 30, 2009. For directions, you may 
go to our TAAS Web site or use the link below. All those 
who wish to participate, please be there before dusk to 
set up. If you need information for the telescopes setup 
you may call Bruce Levin at 505-286-1387. He will be the 
owner of this event.
  
Directions to Oak Flat:
 
http://www.cotse.net/users/kor/taas/Oak_
Flat_Map.pdf

Get Ready for Photo Boot Camp at 
Oak Flat: Latest Update
Becky Ramotowski, Astrophotographer

IF yOu PLAn TO ATTenD the Astrophotography 
Boot Camp,  (May 30,  June  27,  and  July  25) and are 
wondering what to bring, here’s the scoop.

Camera—Whatever type you have, bring it. Whether 
it’s a digital point-and-shoot, digital SLR, film, home-
made contraption only a mother could love photon-
gathering box—if it collects light, it’s eligible.

Tripod—If you have one, or a lampshade harp with a 1/4-20 thread. 
Dunno what a lampshade harp is, that’s okay. you’ll see one in ac-
tion at Boot Camp.

Battery—Fully charged and a spare for your camera. We won’t have 
power, so bring your own camera juice.

Memory—Bring plenty of memory for your camera, or film if you 
are using a film camera.

Remote—If you have a remote shutter release for your camera, bring 
it too.

Dark shirt—Wear dark clothing to lessen reflecting 
light from your LCD screen on the rear of your cam-
era back out into the viewing area.

Jacket—A jacket or sweater; it gets chilly after dark 
at Oak Flat.

Red light flashlight—For reading your camera set-
tings in the dark.

Other notes—

FIguRe OuT how to disable or turn off your cam-
era flash before  coming. This is important! (Other 
astronomers will be at Oak Flat doing public astron-
omy, and we don’t want to disturb them by firing our 
flashes at night. Besides, the flash is only good for six 
feet and space is farther away than that!)

Bring  your  fire-in-the-belly  “I  want  to  master  my 
digital camera” attitude and let’s have some fun!

We have a very bright international space station pass at 8:35 p.m., 
and the Moon will be near Saturn, so they will be our prime targets 
for the evening. We also have a minus 7 Iridium satellite flare that 
night at 10:31 p.m. just east of Vega.

http://www.cotse.net/users/kor/taas/Oak_Flat_Map.pdf
http://www.cotse.net/users/kor/taas/Oak_Flat_Map.pdf
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G eneral  Me eting  News

15 West 61 North

FOR SeVenTeen MOnTHS, I have faithfully 
performed one of the most difficult duties of 
being president of this illustrious organization. I 
always, at the very last minute, create a “President’s 
Message” for the Sidereal Times.

I am presently over the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean on my way to germany for vacation. It is 
0200 Zulu time, and we are at 15 W and 61 n.  

This is my astronomical equivalent of “gone 
fishing.”

Auf Wiedersehen.

OBSeRVe – eDuCATe – HAVe Fun

dee

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
Dee Friesen

Rock and Roll to the Moon: Saturn V Memories

Dick Fate, Vice President and general Meeting Coordinator

STeVe WeLCH will present a talk at our June 6 general Meet-
ing titled “Rock and Roll to the Moon: Saturn V Memories.” He 
has assembled a 45-minute music video of all nine of the Sat-
urn V launches he witnessed, using the music he was listen-
ing to at the time of each launch. The music lifts off with Jimi 
Hendrix’s  “All  Along  the  Watchtower,”  which  was  on  the 
charts  in December  1968  during Apollo  8. This  should  be  a 
fun talk, both for the eyes and for the ears! Please come and 
relive history in the making.

On the Event Horizon

Oak Flat Public Star Party                     Saturday, May 30
Astrophotography Boot Camp,
   Oak Flat                                                 Saturday, May 30 

ATM Meeting                                           Wednesday, June 3 

TAAS Board Meeting                             Thursday, June 4

TAAS General Meeting                          Saturday, June 6  

GNTO Training                                        Saturday, June 13

ATM Meeting                                           Wednesday, June 17

GNTO New Moon Observing                 Saturday, June 20

GNTO Committee Meeting                    Thursday, June 25

Oak Flat Public Star Party                     Saturday, June 27
Summer Solstice Picnic, Oak Flat         Saturday, June 27
Astrophotography Boot Camp,
   Oak Flat                                                 Saturday, June 27

Earthrise - Apollo 8

The Earth as seen by 
Apollo 8 when it rounded 
the Moon after the lunar 
orbit insertion burn De-
cember 29, 1968. Often 
presented horizontally, 
the image appears here 
in its original orientation.

NASA/courtesy nasaimages.org

True Identity Revealed

The person identified as “Carol Miller” in 
the May issue–in the list of Cosmic Carnival 
volunteers on page 1 and a photo caption on 
page 9–is actually Carol Mitchell.
Photo: Dee Friesen.Carol Mitchell

HAMs to Join Stargazers for July Star Party

bill Firth, Membership Chairman

THe OAk FLAT Star Party on July 25 will be a very special 
event.    In  addition  to  the  activities  we  usually  have,  High 
Desert Amateur Radio Club will be joining us.  Many of the 
HDARC members have expressed an  interest  in  this  shared 
event and the chance to look through some telescopes. Some 
of  our  TAAS  members  are  also  Amateur  Radio  Operators, 
HAMs, so this is a merging of similar interests and a chance to 
see how we can communicate with the rest of the world. Who 
knows? Maybe both clubs will attract some new members.
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Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks you 
might want  to share. We’ve got a bunch of great equipment 
waiting  for you at gnTO,  so plan your  trip  to gnTO soon. 
Why wait?

gnTO committee meetings are open to any TAAS members 
and  provide  a  great  way  to  get  more  involved  with  your 
observatory. We meet every other month at 6:30 p.m. at  JB’s 
Restaurant on eubank just north of I-40. Our next committee 
meeting is June 25. If you have questions about gnTO, please 
contact me (Peter eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

STeVe WeLCH  opened  gnTO  for  our  April  25  observing 
event, with  Lance Hurt  as  backup.  Steve  tested  a  new uSB 
adapter for our Losmandy gemini mount for CCD imaging. 
He also dropped off a new nebula filter for the gnTO loaner 
telescopes. early winds calmed down around 10     p.m., and 
there were no  clouds  after  sunset. nine  relative  newcomers 
arrived before sunset, including two guests from California. 
Bill Wallace served as host for the Isengard telescope, which 
offered viewing sheltered from wind gusts. Bill shut down the 
Isengard around 10:30     p.m., and all but Steve left for home. 
Five  more  viewers  then  showed  up,  for  a  nearly  complete 
change  in  participants.  Shortly  after  midnight,  a  brilliant 
bolide  lit  up  the  sky  and  split  in  two,  exploding  just  above 
the northeast horizon. By the time Steve wrapped things up at 
1:30 a.m. there had been a total of 16 people attending and five 
telescopes in operation. 

Conditions  were  more  challenging  for  our  May  16  event. 
Melissa kirk opened the facility, with Lance Hurt as backup. 
Dee  Friesen  was  available  to  host  the  Isengard  telescope; 
however, wind and clouds prevented viewing. Seven people 
visited gnTO. Melissa and Lance closed up around 11 p.m. 
Those who attended had an enjoyable time socializing in the 
comfort of the Robert Ortega Building.

I got a call  from Bob norton on Friday evening prior  to  the 
May 16 event reporting damage to the gnTO. Many thanks 
to Bob for reporting the problem, and to Steve Welch for jury-
rigging a clever repair. With Steve’s work, the facility is again 
secure.

June eVenTS include training and observing on June 13 and 
a New Moon observing chance on June 20. Sunset is at 8:21 
p.m. on June 13, so we will begin our “Introduction to gnTO 
and the Isengard Telescope” session at 8:15 p.m. This covers 
most of our commonly used equipment at gnTO, including the 
Isengard 16” and our 6” and 16” loaner scopes. If enough people 
are interested, we will offer an “Introduction to gnTO Astro-
Computing Resources,” covering gnTO computer hardware 
and astronomy-related software. Mark your calendars now for 
this opportunity  to  learn about your observatory and enjoy 
the relaxed company of fellow observers. 

Steve  Welch  heads  our  CCD  imaging  program.  If  you  are 
interested, contact him at 505-866-7668 to make arrangements. 
Steve can have our CCD imaging equipment ready in the 10-
foot dome,  so you can  learn about  the  imaging process and 
take some images of your own. 

We will have the Robert Ortega Building open and our guest 

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

H a v e  Yo u  T h o u g h t  a b o u t  C a r - P o o l i n g  t o  G N T O ?

Have you ever decided to not attend a TAAS function at GNTO 
because you did not want to make the drive to the observatory?  
If your answer to this question is yes, you may be interested 
in the idea of car-pooling to GNTO.  The GNTO committee 
evaluates the interest in and options for a car-pool program to 
the observatory.

The purpose of the program would be to make GNTO more 
accessible to TAAS members who otherwise are unable to 
attend functions at the observatory.  GNTO is a wonderful asset 
that all TAAS members should be able to utilize and enjoy.  We 
all need to decide if a car-pool program would help accomplish 
this goal.

Your assistance is needed in determining if there is a sufficient 
interest in this effort to continue with the idea.  We would also 
like to get your ideas on how a car-pooling program should be 
conducted.  

There are several general options that can be considered.  First 
would be to car-pool from an Albuquerque location.  Second, 
we could arrange for a meeting spot off the interstate, (a large 
store parking lot for example), from which we would car-pool the 
final distance to GNTO.

Some of the things that need to be considered when car-
pooling are (1) equipment of attendees (2) arrival and departure 
times and (3) willingness of TAAS members to be the car-pool 
drivers.  

If you are interested in this idea and have comments or 
suggestions, please forward them to Dee Friesen or any other 
member of the GNTO committee.  Dee can be reached at 856-
1593 or friesend@comcast.net. The GNTO e-mail address is 
GNTO@TAAS.org.
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continued on page  9

TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
April 30, 2009

University of New Mexico Physics and Astronomy Building

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Dee Friesen 
(President), Gordon Pegue, Pete Eschman, Dick Fate (Vice 
President), Larry Cash, Bob Havlen, Steve Welch, Dave Pi-
tonzo, Dan Clark, Tom Davies

Directors absent: Robert Hufnagel (excused), Robert Wil-
liams

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.

Executive Report
1. Dee said help is needed to fill the following positions, not 
in order: Astronomy 101 lesson instructors, Perihelion Ban-
quet Coordinator, Chaco Star Party Coordinator. Help is also 
needed to coordinate the Summer Solstice Picnic.

2. Dee has received many requests for help for star parties. 
Dee received a call from the Metropolitan Homeless Shelter. 
Tomorrow night, the shelter will host a sleepover at a school on 
Menaul. It is an annual event where the shelter raises money. 
Dee told the representative that he would distribute an e-mail 
message, should TAAS members really care about this. Dee 
also told her TAAS and the shelter should maintain an open 
dialog, and maybe there are opportunities in the future. 

3. There were 10 TAAS members and 6 telescopes at the April 
school star party. Dee did the Rainbows in the Sky presenta-
tion. TAAS needs more help at school star parties, so those 
who regularly help at these star parties don’t get worn out. All 
months for next school year are reserved. There are several 
schools on the waiting list. The Directors should expend some 
effort to get more TAAS members involved with the school 
star parties.

4. The Career Enrichment Center Planetarium at the New 
Mexico Museum of Natural History (NMMNH) is the name of 
the planetarium referenced in the minutes. Judith Motyka is the 
Development Director for the planetarium. The museum foun-
dation received stewardship of the planetarium when Lode-
Star disappeared. They are successful at selling seats. They 
are starting to realize they have some opportunities to be more 
creative and innovative. They were ecstatic about the TAAS 
support at the Sandia Mountain Natural History Center in the 
East Mountains, and they really were excited on Sunday when 
Bruce Levin showed up with his large, long telescope, and 
there were three to four other TAAS members. Dee proposes 
that TAAS slowly develop any involvement with the NMMNH. 
We should keep the dialog open. They had their own events at 
Cosmic Carnival. The Sandia Mountain Natural History Center 

has some potential as a star-party location. 

5. The Flying Star staff loved having TAAS members at their 
restaurant, and they would like us to do more sidewalk as-
tronomy.    

6. Dee talked with Peter Lipscomb. Peter was successful in 
getting a night sky lighting ordinance passed through the New 
Mexico State Legislature. He is working quite a bit in southern 
New Mexico at the Alamogordo museum. TAAS is always will-
ing to support as we are able. 

7. Explora Science Center has a schedule for every adult night, 
and Karen Keese has stepped up to coordinate these events.

8. The City of Edgewood is having a kite festival next Saturday 
and Sunday. Becky and Shane Ramotowski are working with 
Roger Holden of the Edgewood Parks Department to coordi-
nate unofficial events with him.
 
Committee Reports
There are no significant finance issues of any kind.

Membership:
1. Dee will meet on Tuesday with Bob Anderson, Bill Firth, 
Amy Estelle, and Arlene Ward. The group will work on devel-
oping and implementing a new TAAS membership program.
 
2. Steve distributed during the Board meeting an email con-
taining an overview of an article, about the membership survey 
results, that will run in the next newsletter. The goal is to put 
the article in the newsletter with the deadline of June 19. Steve 
will draft a list of action items, for the article, based on the re-
sults of the survey. The Board will present the article as, “the 
Board is reporting.” Some of the action items have been com-
pleted. The telescope loan program was revised partially as a 
result of what was learned from the survey. Dave Pitonzo said 
the interest for Astronomy 101 is low, and of the people who 
responded, 20 percent don’t use binoculars or telescopes, and 
30 percent don’t subscribe to any astronomy magazine. Bob 
Havlen said TAAS should reach out to the elderly. 

Astronomy 101 and Beginning Astronomy:
John Kaltenbach and his action team decided to have four As-
tronomy 101 lessons to start with. They will occur one half 
hour before general meetings and during UNM Campus Ob-
servatory Friday Nights.

Beginning Astronomy is an introduction to the night sky, and it 
is appropriate to teach while being outside at night. Oak Flat 
or the UNM Campus Observatory is perfect for introduction to 
the night sky. Dave Pitonzo and Bob Havlen teach Astronomy 
101, and the venue for Astronomy 101 should be a classroom. 
Dee will call a meeting to take place at his house probably the 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk
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General
HOWARD AUSTIN

JIM DEGMAN
SAM DELUCA

PETE ESCHMAN
FRED REAM
DAN RICHEY 
UNITED WAY

ERNIE VILLESCAS
Education

SAM DELUCA
GNTO

SAM DELUCA
DARRELL EIDSON
PETE ESCHMAN

Dark Sky
JOSEPH KEHR
FRED REAM

Cosmic Carnival
DICK FATE

DEE FRIESEN
RICHARD CHAPMAN/LAURA FERRARY

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.
For security reasons, GNTO location 
is available by request only, so please 
contact Pete Eschman for GNTO 
information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Membership at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
Please note that the deadline for the next  
issue of the Sidereal Times is Friday, June 19. 
Please e-mail text as an attachment, preferably 
in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.org Writer. 
Please do not embed photos in text. Attach 
photos and illustrations separately. The e-
mail address for the newsletter editor is 
editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of New Member and 

Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out 
one month before expiration date.  
Renewals and new members will be 
dated on the first of next month no 
matter when during the month they 
arrive. This will help with the database 
reports and queries.
  There will also be no grace period 
for renewals. Please make sure that 
you send in renewal information 
and your check before the expiration 
date. Renewal of magazines and new 
subscriptions will be sent in twice 
a month. All checks are to be made 
out to  “TAAS”.  Thank you for your 
attention to this important issue.  If 
you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions,  contact 
the Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@
taas.org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a y  2 0 0 9

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 196 191 5
Family 53 52 1
Educational 6 6 0
Total Paid 255 249 6
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 34 34 0
Total Members 296 290 6

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

L. WAYNE
RICHARD BROWN

CHARLES FLECKANSTEIN
PAUL MURPHY

JIM AND ELAINE WANCHEK
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Time for Astro 
League Dues
Dan Clark, Treasurer

IT  IS  TIMe to send in 
renewal  dues  for  the 
Astronomical  League. 
yearly  renewal  is  $7.50. If 
you have sent in a renewal 
since January 2009, you are 
already renewed. All others 

must send the renewal fee before the end of June. Checks 
should be made out to TAAS and mailed to TAAS, P.O. Box 
50581, Albuquerque nM 87181-0581.

1 2 3 
ATM SIG
Meeting

4
TAAS Board 
Meeting

5 6
General
Meeting

 7 8  9 10 11 12 13
GNTO: Training

14 15 16 17
ATM SIG
Meeting

18 19
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

20
GNTO: NM 
Observing

21 22 23 24 25
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

26 27 Oak Flat Star 
Party, Summer 
Solstice Picnic, 
Astrophoto
Boot Camp

28

     

29 30

J u n e  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

M27(NGC6853) planetary nebula in Vulpecula
Photo: Fryns
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1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9
TAAS Board 
Meeting

10 11
General
Meeting

12 13 14 15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16 17
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

18
GNTO: NM 
Observing

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Oak Flat Star 
Party, Astrophoto
Boot Camp, 
Messier SIG

26 27 28 29 30
TAAS Board 
Meeting

31

Saturday, June 6
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
university of new Mexico

(See map, back page)

Rock and Roll to the Moon: Saturn V Memories

Steve Welch

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

J u l y  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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continued on page 9

get the kids familiar with the night sky, and not so much look 
through telescopes. Bob will not be in Albuquerque in May, 
so he is passing this off to the Board. In the Fall, the team will 
probably have another opportunity, when the kids return from 
summer school. Dee will get back with the group leader. They 
meet once every two weeks at the museum. It is an astronomy 
club focused on asteroids. Dee sees this as a way to get addi-
tional younger people involved in TAAS. Robert Williams and 
Dee talked about hosting them to the UNM Campus Observa-
tory. They could go to Oak Flat, as long as one TAAS member 
is assigned to them. 

2. Tom Davies briefed the Board about the Telescopes for 
Teachers program. He crafted a proposal asking his em-
ployer for $2,000 to purchase XT6I telescopes from Orion® 
Telescopes & Binoculars. Albuquerque teachers will manage 
the telescopes. The $2,000 is in the Education Fund. The “I” 
stands for Intelliscope®. Tom called for proposals from teach-
ers. He got 14 responses and set a date at the end of April as 
the due date for the proposals. The committee of Bob Huf-
nagel, Bob Havlen, Eric Edwards, and Tom met on April 29, 
and Judy Stanley sent her comments to Tom by e-mail. They 
agreed on the best and second-best proposals. TAAS would 
like five or six of these telescopes. Five or six proposals were 
very good, and three were good. Two were poor. They picked 
five, and maybe they can negotiate for a sixth. Tom contacted 
Trish Wagner, who is an official representing the Albuquer-
que Public Schools. Trish forwarded the request for proposals 
to the teachers. Several themes emerged from the Directors’ 
many comments about the program.

Organizational Support: 
We need to have enough organizational support. Tom Davies, 
Bob Hufnagel, and Bob Havlen are committed to this pro-
gram. 

Financial Support and Maintenance of the Telescopes:
TAAS should try to save some money to fund repairs and re-
placement of telescope components. It is not fair to raid the 
remaining education funds to support repairing/replacing 
telescope components for this program. Some of the schools 
could pay for the maintenance.  Maybe we could solicit funds 
to help maintain the program. Maybe we could make it part of 
next year’s funding solicitation program. The recipients should 
be encouraged to help each other with the telescopes.

Steve Welch said there should be one mentor per telescope. 
We may want to not purchase one telescope and, instead, pur-
chase some solar filters. 

Dave Pitonzo said there should be a form for the teachers to 
sign that says they understand they are responsible for main-
taining the telescopes. We need to decide what will be TAAS’ 
responsibility in maintaining the telescopes.

first part of June to organize Astronomy 101 and Beginning 
Astronomy. Then TAAS will adjust the lessons as necessary.

Program Report:
1. G.B. Cornucopia will be the general meeting speaker on 
Saturday.

2. Steve Welch will be the general meeting speaker on June 6. 
Steve is still hoping to get Carter Emmart for that day, but Cart-
er will probably not be available. The planetarium would have 
charged $7 per person to have the meeting with GB at the 
planetarium, so we are having it at Regener Hall as usual. The 
admission fee pays for security. Steve said to ask the planetar-
ium staff if we could have a general meeting, with Carter Em-
mart, at the planetarium. Carter works at Hayden Planetarium. 
When the planetarium was the LodeStar planetarium, Carter 
had a very close relationship with David Bining and was using 
the place for the tilt test of the Hayden Planetarium program. 
The Hayden Planetarium has a flat dome, and Carter needed 
to test the program on the Albuquerque planetarium tilt dome. 
Carter has brought equipment to the Albuquerque planetarium 
to test the program.

3. On June 27, there will be a solstice party at Oak Flat. It will 
be potluck. TAAS will pay for barbecue. Robert Williams will do 
a star show. Robert will own all Oak Flat events. This means 
he will take charge of the Oak Flat events for which no one 
else assumes responsibility. TAAS can use Griegos Elemen-
tary school as a backup if the forest service closes Oak Flat. 
The solstice party takes the place of the July general meeting. 
Dick motioned that the meeting that had been scheduled for 
July 11 should be rescheduled to June 27 as the solstice party. 
Dee seconded. The motion passed with one person in opposi-
tion and no abstentions. The newsletter will be published on 
approximately May 27. The deadline for the June newsletter is 
May 22. The Oak Flat star party is on May 30. 

4. Mark Roverse, Chief Engineer at AFRL Space Vehicles Di-
rectorate, proposed to talk about space weather and space sit-
uational awareness. Dick asked the Board for opinions about 
the proposed topics, and the Board is interested in hearing 
Mark speak about the topics. 

5. Dick will work on a map of parking for Regener Hall. Dick is 
researching audio systems to be used at general meetings.
 
Education:
1. Bob Havlen received a call from an asteroid team. They had 
a get-together on Sunday, but Bob did not attend. It’s a group 
of kids from schools around the NMMNH. They are tasked over 
the course of the next year to come up with a traveling display 
featuring asteroids. The group is funded by the Space Science 
Institute and NASA. They want to get the kids together with 
someone from TAAS. Bob volunteered, but the group leader 
said she wanted to get together in May to have a star party to 
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New Mexico Science and Engineering Research Challenge, 
otherwise known as the science fair. Dan has talked to the 
owners of Accent Windows. We may invite the winners to the 
September general meeting.

2. When TAAS submits, to the International Year of Astronomy 
staff, a report about what we did for the 100 Hours of Observ-
ing, TAAS will get a certificate. Dee showed the Board the 
proclamation the mayor of Albuquerque issued. Jim Palmer 
will frame the proclamation, and it will be hung up at GNTO in 
the Ortega Building. A copy of the proclamation will be placed 
in the newsletter.

3. Sixteen people from the public appeared from the public for 
Telescope Amnesty Day. The four TAAS members who were 
there did a very good job. We got at least two to three new 
members from that day. Steve Welch had a video link to Ath-
ens. The Greeks showed the attendees pictures of the Moon 
and Saturn. It was night time in Athens. Duane Dill, represent-
ing Galileo, was present. The staff at Explora loved the event, 
and they want to do it again. 

4. There were four last minute cancellations from potential 
exhibitors for the Cosmic Carnival. There were twelve exhibi-
tors. Dee handed out a Cosmic Carnival report. The venue 
works well. $294.85 is in reserve. There was some hope that 
because the public likes us so well, maybe the City of Albu-
querque would offer financial support for TAAS exhibits at the 
carnival. Currently, the City will not offer any financial support 
for TAAS exhibits at the carnival. Dee showed the Board the 
list of Cosmic Carnival 2009 Sponsors

New Business 
The Board passed a motion to purchase a sun shade tent for 
our star parties. The cost will not exceed $150. Dee will pur-
chase a sun shade.

Events Prospect
1. Dee talked to G.B. this morning. The campgrounds at Chaco 
Culture National Historical Park will be open until the middle 
of June.
 
2. There will be a star party for the Rotary Club. Alison Schul-
er, the TAAS attorney, is a member of the Rotary Club.

3. Dee talked to the representative of the Albuquerque Open 
Space Division today. She would like TAAS to host a star party 
anytime on a Friday in October or on September 25, but not 
on the 13th of November, because there is another event there 
the next day. After looking at our calendar of events, the Board 
decided that Dee would make October 10 a tentative date for a 
star party at the Rio Grande Community Farm. We can revisit 
this later. 

4. Karen Keese will organize a star party in Los Lunas. Two 

Dee said a couple of years ago, we received a donation for 
$10,000, and the donation remains undesignated. It is still in 
the bank earning interest. We do have some options for funds 
for telescope repairs, and we should be stewards of the funds 
to make sure they do well. The Education Committee should 
recommend to the Board how to pay for any needed replace-
ments or repairs. Maybe TAAS will budget some amount every 
year for telescope replacements and repairs.  
  
Mentorship:  
Dee said TAAS is going to give Orion Telescopes & Binoculars 
a proposal to partner with TAAS to support education among 
children in Albuquerque. We could get some good public rela-
tions from this, but it needs to be done correctly. We may have 
one mentor per school. We need to make the telescopes easy 
for the teachers and students to use, so they will get used. We 
should implement this program next fall at the earliest.
 
Bob Havlen said TAAS should get started as soon as pos-
sible with the selected teachers, so they have time during the 
summer to attend star parties and have a session where they 
learn to operate the telescopes prior to the beginning of the 
next school year. The proposers talked about addressing the 
standards for their grade level, after-school clubs, and hav-
ing the telescopes available for the community where they get 
the parents together on their science nights and star parties. 
They would like to observe the Sun. They want to observe 
during the day and possibly find planets. The high school 
teacher teaches about the Hertzsprung-Russell diagram in his 
class. They mentioned having their sixth grade students men-
tor their younger students. These telescopes will be loaned 
to the teachers, and they are required to report to TAAS their 
activities with the telescopes. Several of the teachers said 
they want to educate other teachers at their schools to use the 
telescopes. Some of the richer schools would pay to repair or 
replace telescope components. The committee received eight 
elementary school proposals.

Melissa said we should take advantage of the resources per-
taining to mentoring relationships with teachers available from 
Project Astro from the Night Sky Network, the Society of Pho-
to-Optical Instrumentation Engineers (SPIE), and the Ameri-
can Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA).

Complimentary and Teacher Memberships:
Dee motioned, and the Board voted, to extend complimentary 
memberships to the selected teachers. Dave motioned, and 
the Board voted, to notify teachers who did not get awards that 
they can purchase teacher memberships for $15. Both motions 
carried. Complimentary members are entitled to electronic de-
livery of the newsletters. They do not have voting privileges. 

Old Business
1. TAAS is waiting for information and official notification from 
the University of New Mexico about the winners of the Central 
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A d v e r t i s e r s
TAAS Help Wanted, June

TAAS NEEDS PEOPLE to assist with the following 
areas. If you are interested, contact Dee Friesen or any 
other TAAS BOD member. Contact information for all 
BOD members is on page 11 of this newsletter.

TAAS Mentor Program — Provide learning assistance to a 
newer member by sharing your astronomy knowledge and 
experience. 

Contact Dee Friesen.

General Meeting Planning — Identify speakers, activities 
and events for the monthly TAAS meetings.

Contact Dick Fate.

Education — Participate in the TAAS Educational Outreach 
Program by attending school star parties.

Contact Bob Hufnagel.

GNTO Committee — Join the committee and receive 
training to become a GNTO Key Holder.

Contact Pete Eschman.

Membership — Assist with the conduct of the TAAS 
membership program. Help track membership, identify 
reasons for nonrenewal of membership, and promote TAAS 
membership.

Contact Dee Friesen.

Observing — Identify significant observing events for 
TAAS members and events to present to the public. Create 
observing contests and observing lists for members to 
complete to receive TAAS awards.

Contact Steve Welch.

TAAS Social Events — Assist with the planning and 
conduct of TAAS social events.

Contact Dick Fate.

TAAS Web Site — Assist with the the TAAS Web 
site including e-mail procedures and other electronic 
communications.

Contact Mike Fleenor.

International Year of Astronomy planning — Assist with 
the planning of TAAS events for the IYA.

Contact Dee Friesen.

FLOOR MODEL SALE
P R I C E S  B E L O W  C O S T! 

MEADE - CELESTRON - TELE VUE - ORION - VIXEN 
 CORONADO - LOSMANDY- JMI - PARKS 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
505-720-5666

NEW MEXICO ASTRONOMICAL
Telescope Specialists

370A RIO COMMUNITIES BLVD
BELEN, NM 87002

www.nmastronomical.com

other TAAS members said they would help organize this unof-
ficial event.

5. Alan Scott approached Dee about setting up a joint star 
party with the Las Cruces Astronomical Society at the Valley 
of Fires. Gordon is working with the Amarillo club. Karen is 
talking to the Santa Fe club. Dee talked with Darin and Melanie 
Templet about doing a joint star party with the Rio Rancho As-
tronomical Society (RRAS) at the Coronado State Monument.

With all the unofficial star parties in which TAAS members 
have been participating, we do not want TAAS members to be 
so exhausted that we cease doing our official events well.

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. 

All company and brand names are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
their respective owners. The Orion Telescopes & Binoculars, Intelliscope, 
and XT6I brand names are owned by Imaginova Corporation. Citation of 
trademarks herein is fair use.
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2 0 0 9  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549 (H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Loaner Scope Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org 
  Membership Coordinator  Open position       membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404 (C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Coordinator  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinatorr

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director

417-9754

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator / Librarian

education_coord@taas.org
librarian@taas.org

890-8122

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523 (H)
259-3658 (C)

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Robert Williams
Director

270-5857



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment 

Trader, Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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