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Member Survey Helps Build a Better TAAS
Incoming to TAAS
Dee Friesen,  President, TAAS

TAAS generally does things well, but there is always room for improve-
ment. The recent TAAS Membership Survey (see Steve Welch’s article in 
this newsletter) has identified a number of areas where improvements 
can be made in TAAS activities. TAAS means people, and the dedicated 
efforts of many TAAS members will be needed to create the improve-
ments I am outlining in this article. At the September TAAS general 
membership meeting we will implement the changes discussed below.

The greatest effort is already focused on an improvement in the TAAS 
membership services. These services include membership administra-
tive services (renewal dates, membership cards, etc.), providing mem-
bers with information about TAAS activities and opportunities, and 
providing educational opportunities to club members.

THE MEMBERSHIP ACTION TEAM is hard at work on the first item. 
They are planning for new membership cards, a membership table at 
all TAAS events, and other services to enhance the TAAS membership 
program. Another Action Team is developing the details of the TAAS 
Mentor Program. This will include one-on-one tutoring sessions as well 
as group sessions. The group sessions (called Astronomy 101) will assist 
members in developing observing skills and proficiency in the use of 
equipment. They will also cover advanced subjects such as astropho-
tography using the facilities of TAAS.

Another area of improvement is the conduct of the TAAS general mem-
bership meetings in Regener Hall. TAAS Vice President Dick Fate is 
leading this effort. Already, he has obtained a portable PA system for 
use at both Regener Hall and other TAAS activities. A detailed map 
showing available parking for Regener Hall is being developed and 
will be available soon on the TAAS Web page. Dick is also asking other 
TAAS members to share with the club their knowledge and experience 
with amateur astronomy. This will result in some very interesting pre-
sentations from the highly talented TAAS membership.

Even though the survey has been completed, the TAAS Board of Di-
rectors is always willing to listen to your suggestions, complaints, and 
comments. Just contact us at TAAS@taas.org.

G eneral  Me eting  News

Forecast for August 1 TAAS Meeting:
Space Weather

TAAS will not hold a general meeting on July 11 as previously 
posted. The next TAAS general meeting in Regener Hall will 
be on Saturday, August 1, at 7:00 p.m.  

THE SPEAKER for the event will be Mark Roverse, the Chief 
Engineer for the Air Force Research Laboratory’s Space Ve-
hicles Directorate at Kirtland Air Force Base.  He leads a team 
conducting research on science and technology to advance the 
United States’ space capabilities. This presentation provides 
a look into Space Situational Awareness (SSA), in particular 
space weather as a key component of SSA in terms of both 
understanding space effects and in forecasting them.  Mr. Ro-
verse will focus on the driving force of space weather within 
the solar system: the Sun. He will discuss the components 
necessary for space weather forecasting, which include data 
collection both from the ground and in space.

TAAS Membership Survey Summary
Steve Welch, TAAS Board Member

THE TAAS MEMBERSHIP SURVEY went out to all members on the 
TAAS mailing list along with the Perihelion Banquet invitations last 
year, and we got 66 responses. The Survey Action Team tabulated and 
analyzed the results and presented them to the TAAS Board of Directors 
in meetings earlier this year. The purpose of the survey was to get input 
from TAAS members, find out their interests, and hopefully figure out 
ways we can improve the club. The board has already responded to the 
survey results in several areas, including parking for general meetings, a 
mentor program, and increased membership services.

I present here a summary of the results and some conclusions and recom-
mendations. If anyone reading this has different conclusions or recom-
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Night Ploughing

I LOVE SUMMER, the hot nights, the dark skies, and no need for 
warming rooms. As a farm boy in the middle of Kansas, I would 
often drive our tractor all night long ploughing the recently har-
vested wheat fields. Ploughing the wheat fields was an annual event 
that needed to be accomplished as quickly as possible to avoid de-
lays due to summer thunderstorms. This meant keeping the tractor 
moving. I always volunteered for the night shift. I was most cer-
tainly the only tractor driver crazy enough to plough at 0300 CST 
(before daylight savings time).

The night would always begin with Arcturus up high, the big dip-
per (called the plough in England) almost overhead, and if I was 
lucky, a planet or two to capture my imagination. I do recall stop-
ping the tractor at the far end of the field away from the farmhouse 
to view Jupiter with my $8 spyglass purchased from Popular Me-
chanics. It appeared in a brilliant blaze of color with four moons and 
a planetary disk.

At midnight, the big dipper appeared to the west of Polaris and 
rotating lower. Cassiopeia was rising in the northeast, and Vega 
owned the zenith. Most memorable was the bright Milky Way 
arcing overhead and directing my eyes to the center of the galaxy 
between Scorpius and Sagittarius. This was and still is my favor-
ite view of the night sky. Often I would drive the tractor with the 
lights out to better see the sky. Ploughing at 5 miles per hour, I was 
not in danger of running into many objects in the middle of eighty 
acres. The most intriguing object to my young observing spirit was 
M31, the Andromeda Galaxy. I often wondered if the Andromed-
ans ploughed at an earthly speed of 5 miles per hour, or if they 
were advanced enough to have self-ploughing fields. If they did, 
they missed the delightful nights that were mine for all those years 
on the farm.

AS THE DEEP DARK HOURS of the night passed by, the big dipper 
slid under Polaris, Capella started to peek over the northeast corner 
of the field, and Pegasus commanded the overhead. Its giant square 
was a constant reminder of the poor performance of my favorite 
baseball team, the Kansas City Athletics. 

One particularly memorable morning at about 0400, Venus and Al-
debaran were equal partners in the eastern sky, a blazing difference 
in color and intensity. On the same occasion, Mars was a distant 
cousin up and to the south. It shone as an object, related to Aldeba-
ran but as a different member of the family of red.

Mornings came early on the plains, and by 0500 it was getting bright 
and time for this young astronomer to head home. I have been a day 
sleeper much of my life—in college when the solutions to physics 
homework often came long after midnight, in the military, which 
has no clock, and finally with the airlines, when flying at night en-
abled me to have more days off. Now I simply go to GNTO, avoid 
the dinner on the way home, and get into bed before the new day-
light savings time brings me the bright blue skies of New Mexico. 
As I fall asleep, I dream about ploughing under the black summer 
skies and wondering about those Andromedans.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
Dee Friesen

Female Volunteers Sought
for Girls’ Astronomy Event

Karen Keese

On Sunday, August 9, 
TAAS and the National Ra-
dio Astronomy Observa-
tory (NRAO) will reach out 
to girls. The two organiza-
tions will partner to present 
a free special event for girls 
entitled “She is an Astrono-
mer.” The event will take 
place from 1:00 to 6:00 

p.m. at the Open Space Visitor Center at Coors Boulevard and 
Bosque Meadows Road, Albuquerque.

Participation in this unique event is a continuation of TAAS’s 
commitment to public astronomy outreach during 2009, the Inter-
national Year of Astronomy (IYA). “She is an Astronomer” is one 
of the Cornerstone projects for IYA. The Cornerstone projects 
are global programs of activities centered on specific themes.

Our “She is an Astronomer” event is designed for girls aged 8 to 
18. Hands-on science activities and demonstrations will be pre-
sented at stations set up throughout the Visitor Center. In addi-
tion, planetarium shows will be presented in our portable Starlab 
every half hour. Weather permitting, solar telescope viewing will 
take place on the Center’s patio.

To underscore the event theme, “Astronomy is Women’s Work,” 
girls will have the opportunity to interact one-on-one with some 
of New Mexico’s female astronomers and scientists, who will be 
staffing featured activity stations. These myth-busting stations, 
which poke a little fun at traditional female roles, include: “Do-
ing Dishes” (radio astronomy), “Looking in the Mirror” (optical as-
tronomy), “Cooking Light” (astrophotography and the spectrum), 
“Applying Mineral Make-up” (planetary geology, meteoritics, as-
trobiology), and “Sweeping the Universe” (sky surveys, building 
models of the universe). Girls who visit all five of the featured 
stations will take away a small prize.

For an updated list of participating astronomers, as well as direc-
tions to the Open Space Visitor Center, visit our event webpage 
at www.astronomyworkshops.org/siaa.html.

WE ARE ACTIVELY SEEKING female TAAS members as vol-
unteers for this event. Although any TAAS member is welcome 
to attend the event (especially if you’re bringing a girl!), all pre-
senters and volunteers will be female. We have a wide variety of 
volunteer needs, from staffing activity stations to assisting with 
directing traffic in the parking areas. If you’d like to support this 
event and show the girls of New Mexico the possibility of includ-
ing astronomy in their lives, either as a hobby or a career, please 
consider joining us on August 9.

TAAS members Judy Stanley and Karen Keese are the event 
owners. If you have general questions about the event, contact 
Karen at skywriter@wildblue.net or 505-261-0040. If you would 
like to volunteer to work the event, contact Judy at 505-515-
5780.

Let’s make 2009 the year that girl power met astronomy in New 
Mexico!

http://www.astronomyworkshops.org/siaa.html
mailto:skywriter@wildblue.net
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p.m. at JB’s Restaurant on Eubank just north of I-40. Our next 
committee meeting is August 27. If you have questions about 
GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, 
phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

WE HAD FOUR people attending GNTO on Saturday, May 
23. Lance Hurt and I opened the facility, and in the process, 
Lance got checked out on opening duties. Lance now has a 
set of keys and is a GNTO key holder who can help out at 
the observatory. One of our visitors was John Harris from the 
UK, who had been attending meetings in town and wanted to 
stop by for a look. John sent an e-mail thanking us and say-
ing “TAAS has a fantastic facility at GNTO, very impressive!” 
Since cloudy conditions prevented any viewing for John, we 
hope he gets a chance to return when skies are clear. Lance, 
John, and I spent some time repairing the hasp on the gate, so 
that the padlock could be attached correctly. Since the heavy 
cloud cover did not let up, we closed around 10 p.m. 

On June 13, GNTO was slated for observing and training ses-
sions. Dee Friesen opened the facility, and Gordon served as 
backup for opening duties. Dale Murray was present to con-
duct training and serve as host for the Isengard telescope. All 
told, nine folks had another clouded- out GNTO experience, 
with no takers for training. We would like to thank Carl Frisch 
for using the road dragger to smooth the route to GNTO. Gor-
don Pegue spotted a 2-foot-long rattlesnake at the southeast 
corner of the guest trailer and relocated the reptile to the area 
beyond the north perimeter fence. So, it is that time of year 
again, and we need to watch for rattlesnakes! Everyone packed 
up and headed home as the facility closed around 10:30 p.m.

Weather has not been kind to us of late, with viewing chances 
for only the first of the last four scheduled events, and that one 
started out with windy conditions. We need the moisture, but 
it would be nice if it just rained during the week and left our 
weekends clear!

OUR SINGLE EVENT FOR JULY is a New Moon observing 
chance on July 18. The following month, our New Moon ob-
serving event will be on August 22. Be sure to mark your cal-
endars now for these opportunities to visit your observatory 
and enjoy the relaxed company of fellow observers. 

Steve Welch heads up our CCD imaging program. If you are 
interested in taking part in this program, Steve asks that you 
contact him at 505-866-7668 to make arrangements. Steve can 
have our CCD imaging equipment ready in the 10-foot dome, 
so you can learn about the imaging process and take some im-
ages of your own. 

We will have the Robert Ortega Building open and our Guest 
Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks you 
might want to share. We’ve got a bunch of great equipment 
waiting for you at GNTO, so plan your trip to GNTO soon. 
Why wait?

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested TAAS 
members, and they provide a great way to get more involved 
with your observatory. We meet every other month at 6:30   

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

On the Event Horizon

ATM Meeting                                           Wednesday, July 1 

Sidereal Times Deadline                         Friday, July 17

ATM Meeting                                           Wednesday, July 15

GNTO New Moon Observing                 Saturday, July 18

GNTO Committee Meeting                    Thursday, June 25

Oak Flat Public Star Party                     Saturday, July 25
Astrophotography Boot Camp,
   Oak Flat                                                 Saturday, July 25

TAAS Board Meeting                             Thursday, July 30

General Meeting                                     Saturday, August 1

She Is An Astronomer                            Sunday, August 9

Star map of the constellation Ursa major showing the 
asterism generally known as the plough in the U.K. and 
the big dipper in the U.S.
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mendations, feel free to contact me or the membership committee and 
chime in—this is your club, after all.

I’ve rounded off the percentages below to the nearest 5%. Of the respon-
dents, only one- third were adults before they became interested in as-
tronomy, which might imply that we should be looking toward students 
for new members. Our best recruiters are the current TAAS members, 
it would appear, with nearly unanimous agreement that astronomy is 
important to society, and 80% of the respondents telling their friends 
and co-workers about TAAS events. A somewhat surprising 20% of the 
respondents don’t use binoculars or telescopes, and 30% of them don’t 
subscribe to any astronomy magazines. Half of the respondents visit at 
least one astronomy Web site a week, and only 10% never use the Internet 
for astronomy information. Only about half of the respondents who use 
the Web said they visit the TAAS Web site primarily, although less than 
10% said they never visit the TAAS Web site. Satisfaction among the 
TAAS Web site visitors was pretty high, with over 90% of the visitors 
saying they found it at least somewhat use-
ful. We gave a list of TAAS activities in the 
survey and the level of interest was highest 
for General Meetings, Public Star Parties, 
GNTO, Chaco Canyon, and the Newsletter 
and lower for School Star Parties, Perihelion 
Banquet, Messier SIG, Astronomy 101, Tele-
scope Making, and Cosmic Carnival. 

About 15% of the respondents said they never attend the general meet-
ings, and the rest split about evenly between attending “Whenever Possi-
ble” and “Occasionally.” When asked why they don’t attend, the primary 
reason was conflicts and/or lack of time. A few people reported trans-
portation or parking problems as the reason they miss General Meetings. 
Satisfaction with our regular monthly meeting was pretty high. There 
were a number of suggestions for improving the General Meetings, listed 
here: 

1. Location: More comfortable, more accessible, more convenient 
(e.g., at CNM in NE Heights), better parking, lighted parking, room 
for socializing. 
2. Content: Speakers—About even numbers of requests (only a few) 
for less technical and more technical lectures, more astrophysics, re-
duce main speaker time, continue interesting speakers, have TAAS 
members speak, more swap meet meetings.
3. Agenda: More astronomy and less business, more observation re-
ports, add observational and sidewalk astronomy, hands-on demos, 
curtail announcements, add trivia contests and door prizes, amateur 
night with ATM or observing methods.
4. Participation: More member involvement in meeting content and 
attendance, more member participation, “new members” moment, 
social hours are unfriendly, President makes new people welcome, 
several requests for better food. We have already implemented some 
of the recommendations we got from the survey here, as I hope you 
have noticed.
5. Attendance: Better advertising, use front page of newsletter to 
showcase upcoming meeting (newsletter is oriented to the past and 
almost ignores the future), open to the general public (our meetings 
are open to the general public, so this may have been a request to 
make this more widely known).

About 30% of the respondents say they have attended one or more School 
Star Parties. Of those who gave reasons for not attending, most were “not 

enough time in my life,” conflicts (schedule, etc.) and priorities, but a 
couple of people said there were too many other TAAS activities or they 
didn’t think the kids or teachers were appreciative enough or didn’t want 
our efforts. However, the experience of the vast majority of TAAS mem-
bers at School Star Parties has shown that the kids and teachers are gener-
ally enthusiastic and grateful to TAAS. 

Public Star Parties are much more popular, with over 80% of the respon-
dents saying they attend at least occasionally. About 25% of the survey 
respondents say they have participated in the Messier SIG, but 70% say 
they are interested in doing so someday, if the schedule and location don’t 
conflict. Ninety percent would participate in a mentor program, if it were 
available. The responses split about evenly between being a mentor and 
wanting the assistance of a mentor. Once, again, the most often men-
tioned reason for not participating in a mentor program was not enough 
time. There were several questions on the TAAS loaner scope program, 
and most of these have already been acted on—check out the new Web 
page for this program, and check out a loaner scope! There is a pretty 
high level of expressed interest and support for the program, but only 

20% of the respondents have used loaners. 

There were at least 180 written comments on 
TAAS member “likes” and ”dislikes,” and 
the Survey Action Team delivered virtually 
all of them to the Board of Directors in their 
presentation of the results. There were many 
more written likes than dislikes, reflecting 

a pretty high level of satisfaction with TAAS, but there were some good 
suggestions and criticisms here, too. Here is my summary of the written 
“likes and dislikes” comments/suggestions: 

Likes—1. Praise for GNTO, good people, and great monthly meet-
ings were the most often written likes, in that order. Star parties were 
also mentioned a lot. 2. Members also like interacting with each other 
in personal and many technical areas while enjoying a wide range of 
TAAS activities—there are many niches in TAAS, and this is appre-
ciated. 3. There was praise for the astronomy experience that TAAS 
provides, but also mentioned was significant interest in further im-
proving the astronomy experience—more learning, more observing, 
more participating.

DisLikes—1. A few mentioned the gap between experienced/profes-
sional astronomers and novices in the club, in attitudes, activities and 
priorities, and some mentioned that more effort should be made to be 
inclusive. These respondents described a tension between the faction or 
clique perceived to have access to and making decisions on TAAS re-
sources and the less-experienced people who perceive they are left out. 
The Board of Directors is seriously looking at this, and in addition to 
the mentoring program, we have implemented changes in the monthly 
meetings to facilitate increased interaction between the beginners and 
the more-experienced members. 2. A few complained that GNTO was 
too far and/or the road still too rough. 3. The most often mentioned dis-
like was the lack of young people and women in the club.

The survey met the goal of learning about the ideas, interests, criticisms, 
and suggestions of current TAAS membership. I and the TAAS Board 
of Directors would like to thank all of you who took the time to answer 
the survey and give us your thoughtful suggestions. Rest assured that 
everyone’s voice was heard, and this information will help us to make 
TAAS even better.

Membership Survey Summary continued from page 1

The survey met the goal of learning 
about the ideas, interests, criticisms, 
and suggestions of current TAAS 
membership.
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General

ROY HAMIL

UNITED WAY

Education

ANNIE STEVENS

LOUISE WAGNER

Dark Sky

SANDRA LYNN

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:

Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman for GNTO information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Membership at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM 87181

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, July 17.

Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. Please do not embed photos 
in text. Attach photos and illustrations 
separately. The e-mail address for the 
newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on 
the first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u n e  2 0 0 9

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 185 196 -11
Family 48 53 -5
Educational 9 6 3
Total Paid 242 255 -13
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 36 34 2
Total Members 285 296 -11

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

 GARY BODMAN
JOYCE AND ROY HAMIL

TRISH  LOGAN
TONY SPATARO
ANNE STEVENS
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Time for Astro 
League Dues
Dan Clark, Treasurer

IT IS TIME to send in 
renewal dues for the 
Astronomical League. 
Yearly renewal is $7.50. If 
you have sent in a renewal 
since January 2009, you are 
already renewed. All others 

must send the renewal fee before the end of June. Checks 
should be made out to TAAS and mailed to TAAS, P.O. Box 
50581, Albuquerque NM 87181-0581.

J u l y  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9
TAAS Board 
Meeting

10 11
NO GENERAL 
MEETING

12 13 14 15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16 17
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

18
GNTO: NM 
Observing

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Oak Flat Star 
Party, Astrophoto
Boot Camp, 
Messier SIG

26 27 28 29 30
TAAS Board 
Meeting

31

HAMs to Join Stargazers at Oak Flat
Bill Firth, Membership Chairman

THE OAK FLAT Star Party on July 25 will be a very special 
event.  In addition to the activities we usually have, High 
Desert Amateur Radio Club will be joining us.  Many of the 
HDARC members have expressed an interest in this shared 
event and the chance to look through some telescopes. Some 
of our TAAS members are also Amateur Radio Operators, 
HAMs, so this is a merging of similar interests and a chance to 
see how we can communicate with the rest of the world. Who 
knows? Maybe both clubs will attract some new members.

At home in two worlds: Bill 
Firth with both his HAM ra-
dio and binoculars.
Photo: Beverly Firth
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1
TAAS General 
Meeting

2 3 4 5 
ATM SIG
Meeting

6 7 8

9
She Is An 
Astronomer

10 11 12 13 14 15
Oak Flat Star 
Party, Astrophoto
Boot Camp, 
Messier SIG

16 17 18 19
ATM SIG
Meeting

20 21
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

22 
GNTO: NM 
Observing

23                 

         30

24

        31

25 26 27
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

28 29

Saturday, August 1
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

Space Situational Awareness and Space Weather

Mark Roverse

Chief Engineer, Space Vehicles Directorate, 
Air Force Research Laboratory, Kirtland Air Force Base

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

A u g u s t  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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continued on page 9

Membership
Steve reported that the membership survey article should be done 
next month.

Education
1. Tom Davies briefed the Board about the status of the Telescopes 
for Teachers program. Five telescopes have been ordered. Mark Na-
grodsky is expecting them to be shipped today. They will be delivered 
probably early next week. Tom told four of the five the teachers about 
the May 30 event at Oak Flat. Tom will ask the teachers to fill out TAAS 
membership forms which denote their complimentary memberships. 
The teachers should know that complimentary memberships exclude 
subscriptions to astronomy magazines. Eric Edwards and Tom will 
start assembling the telescopes after they are delivered.

2. Bob Havlen needs to collect information about Night Sky Network–
related activities that occurred while he was on vacation. An e-mail 
message about the birth of star clusters was sent to the network.

Old Business
Today, there should have been a presentation about the large glass 
blanks TAAS acquired several years ago. Instead, the presentation 
will take place at the next Board meeting.

New Business
Dee received an e-mail message from an astronomy supplier. The 
supplier wants to know if he can advertise in our newsletter in return 
for offering discounted prices for his products to TAAS members. 
Robert Williams said that at one time, the Board considered whether 
TAAS members could get discounts at businesses if they present 
their membership cards. The Board would want to discuss it in more 
detail or have the supplier pay the prices listed in the newsletter.

Events Retrospect
The weather was cloudy for the May 30 star party at Oak Flat, and 
approximately 10 people attended the event.

Events Prospect
1. June 27 is the date Summer Solstice picnic. Because of fire re-
strictions, fires are not allowed at Oak Flat. See the April 30 Board 
meeting minutes for more information about the picnic and star party. 
The calendar says we will have a star party at Oak Flat on June 27. In 
addition, it needs to say we will also have the picnic. TAAS members 
and their guests are invited to the picnic. The general public is invited 
to the star party, which will begin at sunset. There is a picnic ground 
with a shelter. Becky Ramotowski will lead an astrophotography boot 
camp.
 
2. The Albuquerque Rotary Club will have a solar fiesta on July 20. 
Larry Cash talked to Ann Singer today. She is the administrator for 
the Board of Directors for the Rotary Club. The party will be held at 
Tiguex Park. Alison Schuler and Dee Friesen are coordinating the 
party.

3. There will be an astrophotography boot camp on July 25 at the 
Oak Flat star party. Radio ham operators will attend the party. Bill 
Firth will coordinate the radio activities with the leader of the radio 
operator group.

TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
June 4, 2009

University of New Mexico Physics and Astronomy Building

MEETING MINUTES

Directors present: Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Robert Williams, Gordon 
Pegue, Dick Fate (Vice President), Larry Cash, Bob Havlen, Steve 
Welch, Dave Pitonzo, Tom Davies

Directors absent: Robert Hufnagel, Pete Eschman (excused), Dee 
Friesen (President, excused), Dan Clark (Treasurer, excused)

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.

There are no corrections to the April 4 and April 30 Board meeting 
minutes as published in the newsletter.

Program Report
1. Steve Welch will be the speaker for the June 6 general meeting. 
His presentation is coming together. He will put together a handout 
about the Saturn V launch vehicle. There will be no Astronomy 101 
meeting prior to the general meeting.

2. The committee that will purchase a portable public address sys-
tem will meet after tonight’s Board meeting. The Board voted unani-
mously via e-mail on June 16 to appropriate $450 for the purchase 
and shipping of a portable public address system that meets the 
needs of TAAS, including wireless microphone capability.

3. Speakers are scheduled for general meetings from August to No-
vember. We discussed having a show-and-tell session or a swap 
meet during the December meeting.

GNTO
The next GNTO Committee meeting will be held on June 25.

Public Relations
Barry Spletzer, Steve Snider, Tom Graham, Cheryl Graham, Melissa 
Kirk, and TAAS are featured in the Eats section of the June 2009 
issue of Albuquerque The Magazine. On May 11 each member of 
the group completed a form that included questions about his or her 
interest in astronomy, his or her involvement with TAAS, and the food 
and service at the Flying Star restaurant in Bernalillo. The magazine 
paid for the meals.

Committee Reports

Dan gave Dick a financial report.
Account balances at the end of May 2009:
 General Fund:    $ 17,634.99
 GNTO Fund:    $    7,116.46
 Education Fund:    $   6,201.93
 Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund:   $   1,281.91
 Special Projects Fund:   $   5,457.23
 Science Fair Fund:   $      600.00
 Cosmic Carnival Fund:   $      323.85
 Astronomical League Reserve:  $      240.96
 Total Funds on Deposit:   $ 38,616.37
Total Expenses for May 2009:     $   4,585.68
Total Income for May 2009:     $   3,414.24

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk
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D a r k  S k y  S I G David Penasa

4. The She is an Astronomer event will take place during the after-
noon of August 9 at the West Side Open Space Visitor Center. Karen 
Keese and Judy Stanley put together a proposal about the event. 
The City of Albuquerque Open Space Division wants to partner with 
the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) and TAAS for 
this event. NRAO will contribute $250. The event will be staffed by 
female astronomers and volunteers. Any TAAS member is welcome 
to join in the fun. There will be various indoor and outdoor astronomy 
activity stations. For example, planetarium shows, telescope-mak-
ing activities, and solar viewing will take place. The overall theme 
of the event will be “Astronomy is Women’s Work.” Each girl will be 
able to take a passport to featured stations, do an activity, talk to an 
astronomer, and get her passport stamped. Girls who complete their 
passports will receive astronomy-related prizes donated by NASA 
Solar and Heliospheric Observatory and other organizations. The 
event will be targeted to girls ages 8 to 18 years.

Karen Keese will handle the promotion. She will keep Melissa and 
Dee informed of progress and development via e-mail. The market-
ing plan consists of 1) flyer distribution throughout the greater Albu-
querque library systems, including Rio Rancho and Valencia County, 
2) news release calendar notices to local broadcast and Web media 
outlets, 3) contacts with girl-oriented organizations, 4) a Web page 
for the event, with links to TAAS and NRAO Web sites, and 5) direct 
mail to women of influence, if the direct mail is funded. Promotional 
activities can begin the week of June 8. Karen asked Dick Fate to 
ask the Board for approval of three items: 1) Authorize this event as 
a TAAS-cosponsored event, 2) authorize the organizers to solicit fe-
male TAAS members, to be volunteers, via the TAAS list server, the 
BODOEL e-mail list, and the Sidereal Times, and 3) authorize the 
expenditure of TAAS funds for this event. Volunteers will be matched 
with activities with which they are comfortable. Karen asked for one 
of two funding levels. The first is $250, to include $50 for consum-
ables for education activities and $200 for envelopes and postage to 
do a direct mailing about the event to approximately 350 women of 
influence in the greater Albuquerque area. The organizers will use a 
database created and owned by Star- Hoppers Weekend Workshops 
in Astronomy. The database will be made available on a one-time ba-
sis for this event. The second level is $50 for the consumables only.

Gordon moved to have TAAS cosponsor the She is an Astronomer 
event on August 9. Larry seconded the motion. The motion carried, 
and the vote was 13 for and 0 against. The Board discussed making 
it an official event as opposed to a cosponsored event and decided 
against making it official, as this would complicate the roles of the 
organizers and TAAS.

Robert moved to authorize the organizers to solicit female TAAS 
members, to be volunteers for this event, through a variety of TAAS-
authorized communication tools. The motion was seconded. The 
motion carried, and the vote was 13 for and 0 against. This will be a 
solicitation and not a guarantee that the female TAAS members will 
be volunteers.

Robert moved to appropriate $250 from the Education Fund to fund 
the promotion, including the direct mailing for this event. The motion 
was seconded. The motion carried, and the vote was 7 for and 2 
against. Some of the Directors think that spending $200 for the di-
rect mail will not be effective in soliciting attendance, and promotion 
is more effective by seeking attendance via girl- oriented organiza-
tions.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8

continued on page 10

July Astrophotography Boot Camp Plans

Becky Ramotowski

We’ll try it again July 25 at the Oak Flat Star Party.

Try to arrive before dark so we can set up our scopes/tripods and 
then begin shooting as the sun sets.  

We will have a show and tell at the beginning of the session if anyone 
wants to share what they’ve been doing so far. 

We’ll cover tips and tricks for digital SLR and point-and-shoot cam-
eras plus CCD’s. Film is welcome too, just bring whatever camera 
you have and come join the fun. 

The ultimate goal of Boot Camp is to get attendees whipped into 
shape so they will have an extraordinary photo to enter in the TAAS 
Astrophoto Show in November.

Your first and only assignment before attending boot camp is to fig-
ure out how to turn your camera’s flash “OFF.” If you can’t figure it 
out, come early so I can help.

It would also be wise to wear a dark shirt so you don’t reflect any 
monitor light from your camera back onto the observing field since 
we are sharing with other astronomers and the public. 

Watch the TAAS.org Web site for maps and more info on the Oak 
Flat Star Parties. E-mail: Astrobeck (at) gmail (dot) com.

See you at Oak Flat on the 25th!

IDA Launches SKYMONITOR
 
The International Dark-Sky Association (IDA) is conducting the 
world’s first systematic effort to measure light pollution. The proj-
ect, “SKYMONITOR: A Network to Monitor the State of the Night 
Sky at Dark Sky Sites,” will construct approximately 25 durable, au-
tomated Night Sky Brightness Monitors (NSBM). http://www.enn.
com/press_releases/3012

Silver City Sun-News Article on Light Pollution

“If you want to save energy or the night sky, see better at night, en-
joy the ambiance of the dark, improve your health, or protect eco-
systems, it is imperative that artificial light at night be considered 
for going green. Unfortunately, the concept of controlling outdoor 
light at night is seldom mentioned.” http://www.scsun-news.com/
ci_12586462

American Medical Association
Supports Control of Light Pollution

On June 15, the American Medical Association adopted the support 
of energy efficient outdoor lighting technology into official AMA 
policy. This official recognition of light pollution reduction efforts 
is a monumental step toward IDA’s goal of a natural sky. http://docs.
darksky.org/Docs/AMA%20Light%20pollution.pdf

http://www.enn.com/press_releases/3012
http://www.enn.com/press_releases/3012
http://www.scsun-news.com/ci_12586462
http://www.scsun-news.com/ci_12586462
http://docs.darksky.org/Docs/AMA%20Light%20pollution.pdf
http://docs.darksky.org/Docs/AMA%20Light%20pollution.pdf
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A d v e r t i s e r s
TAAS Help Wanted, July

TAAS NEEDS PEOPLE to assist with the following 
areas. If you are interested, contact Dee Friesen or any 
other TAAS BOD member. Contact information for all 
BOD members is on page 11 of this newsletter.

TAAS Mentor Program — Provide learning assistance to a 
newer member by sharing your astronomy knowledge and 
experience. 

Contact Dee Friesen.

General Meeting Planning — Identify speakers, activities 
and events for the monthly TAAS meetings.

Contact Dick Fate.

Education — Participate in the TAAS Educational Outreach 
Program by attending school star parties.

Contact Bob Hufnagel.

GNTO Committee — Join the committee and receive 
training to become a GNTO Key Holder.

Contact Pete Eschman.

Membership — Assist with the conduct of the TAAS 
membership program. Help track membership, identify 
reasons for nonrenewal of membership, and promote TAAS 
membership.

Contact Dee Friesen.

Observing — Identify significant observing events for 
TAAS members and events to present to the public. Create 
observing contests and observing lists for members to 
complete to receive TAAS awards.

Contact Steve Welch.

TAAS Social Events — Assist with the planning and 
conduct of TAAS social events.

Contact Dick Fate.

TAAS Web Site — Assist with the the TAAS Web 
site including e-mail procedures and other electronic 
communications.

Contact Mike Fleenor.

International Year of Astronomy planning — Assist with 
the planning of TAAS events for the IYA.

Contact Dee Friesen.

FLOOR MODEL SALE
P R I C E S  B E L O W  C O S T! 

MEADE - CELESTRON - TELE VUE - ORION - VIXEN 
 CORONADO - LOSMANDY- JMI - PARKS 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
505-720-5666

NEW MEXICO ASTRONOMICAL
Telescope Specialists

370A RIO COMMUNITIES BLVD
BELEN, NM 87002

New Web Site Coming

5. The Los Lunas star party will take place on October 10. Karen 
Keese and Jim Richy will coordinate it. That’s the Valencia County 
Star Party, and it will be on the state campus off of Main Street in Los 
Lunas. This is not an official TAAS event.

6. The Open Space Farm Corn Maize event will occur August 29 
to November 1. The best time to conduct the event is during the full 
moon, because that is when the event gets the most attendance.

7. Charlie Mullen will build a telescope to be raffled at the next Perihe-
lion Banquet. The funds will offset the cost of the banquet.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

All company and brand names are trademarks or registered trademarks of 
their respective owners. Citation of trademarks herein is fair use.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  9



The Sidereal Times July 2009

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 11

2 0 0 9  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549 (H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Loaner Scope Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org 
  Membership Coordinator  Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404 (C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Coordinator  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinatorr

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director

417-9754

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator / Librarian

education_coord@taas.org
librarian@taas.org

890-8122

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523 (H)
259-3658 (C)

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Robert Williams
Director

270-5857



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment 

Trader, Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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