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G eneral  Me eting  News

TAAS Celebrates 50th Year
New TAAS Series Will 

Review Astronomy 
Fundamentals The Magic of the Albuquerque Astronomical Society

The October Meeting and 50 Years of TAAS
Bruce Levin 

This year, TAAS is commemorating 50 years as an organization that shares 
astronomy with its members and the community at large. Our club start-

ed as the Albuquerque Astronomers in 1959 and grew to become incorporat-
ed as a nonprofit scientific organization 
called The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society in 1988.

At this month’s meeting will be 
a reunion with many of our past presi-
dents and longtime members. Be pre-
pared to hear a potpourri of mystical tall 
and unknown tales and long-forgotten 
magical stories and miracles that have 
made TAAS what it is today. The patter 
promises that there will be no smoke but 

plenty of mirrors and windows to the universe to reflect upon. The illusions 
will be incredible as you discover wonders of the Society that you have never 
known or heard. How did these things come to be? We will travel in time and 
space to look at the creation and the evolution of TAAS. Where have we been, 
where are we now, and where are we going?

Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, astronomers and astronuts, 
come celebrate and share these 50 years of magic with our Society at the Sat-
urday evening, October 3, 2009, meeting starting at 7:00 at Regener Hall on 
the University of New Mexico campus.

 

 

Dave Pitonzio

ASTRONOMY 101 IS HERE!

IN RESPONSE to our end-of-year survey 
and requests from the membership, TAAS 
is proud to begin our Astronomy 101 series. 
The series will focus on the needs of be-
ginning and intermediate amateur astrono-
mers, but all are welcome to attend.

Our first session will discuss lunar observing 
and begins.at 6:00 p.m., immediately prior 
to the October 3 TAAS general meeting, 
and will continue for about 45 minutes. Neil 
Goldberg has spent many nights viewing 
the Moon and for the past several years has 
pursued an extensive lunar observing pro-
gram. He will spearhead our first Astronomy 
101 session. In addition, a lunar observing 
session will follow the general meeting.
 
FUTURE PLANS

Future Astronomy 101 topics will include: 
Mapping the Sky: The Celestial Sphere and 
Coordinate Systems; Observing the Plan-
ets; What to Do When Your Digital Setting 
Circles Aren’t Working: An Introduction to 
Star Hopping; and Beginning Astrophotog-
raphy. The venues, length and style of the 
presentations, will vary depending on topic. 
Amateur/professional astronomers with ex-
tensive experience in their topic of presen-
tation will lead these sessions. This is your 
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
Dee Friesen

At the Fair

IT IS SEPTEMBER 
and I am at the 
fair.  In this case 
the Okie-Tex Star 
Party. It is in Ken-
ton, Oklahoma, 
three miles from 
New Mexico and 
seven miles from 
Colorado. It is a 
fun time, and I 
plan to go again 
next year.

When I went to 
the 4-H Fair as a 

youngster, I would always have good food, meet old friends, and see 
interesting things. I really liked the chili dogs, and we would also get 
pop (sodas for you city slickers). It was good to see old friends, see new 
things, and participate in the tractor contest. For several years, I partici-
pated in a series of tractor driving events where we were scored on our 
ability to back two- and four-wheel trailers.  

Okie-Tex has good food.  The best burger is at The Merc, the only store 
for 40 miles.  Scattered around the observing field are clusters of bar-
beque grills and picnic tables, all dedicated to the best food in their 
corner of the universe. The smell of both cooked and burnt food can 

On the Event Horizon

GNTO Equinox Open House, Picnic, 
Training, Astrophoto Boot Camp          Sat., September 26

TAAS Board Meeting                      Thurs., October 1

Astronomy 101
  General Meeting                               Sat., October 3

Corrales Elementary School Star Party  Tues., October 6

ATM Meeting            Wed., October 7

LCross Impacts the Moon Fri., October 9

An Autumn View of Jupiter, Open Space Visitor Center
  Bosque del Apache Scavenger Hunt Sat., October 10

Enchanted Skies Star Party                          October 14–17

GNTO New Moon Observing             Sat., October 17

GNTO Committee Meeting            Thurs., October 22

West Mesa High Star Party
  Maize Maze Star Party
    Sidereal Times Deadline                   Fri., October 23

Placitas Star Party Sat., October 24 

The Royal Order of the High Exalted, Mystical 
Observatron

And Other Little-Known Secrets of the History of TAAS
By George S. Pellegrino

(During his ten years of active service on the TAAS Board of 
Directors George served four terms as president and two as 

vice president)

IT WAS a cold night and I was about an hour early for my 
very first meeting of the Albuquerque Astronomers. The date 
was January 10, 1986, and I was eager to join and be counted 
as a new member. Becoming an “official” amateur astronomer 
had been on my list of things to do since the age of nine when 
an older cousin allowed me to peer into his telescope for a 
glimpse of Saturn.

Soon, people began to arrive and I was granted entry to 
UNM’s Physics and Astronomy Building. For many years, as 
a resident who occasionally drove down Central, the “PandA” 
building, as those in the know knew it, was the mysterious 
building with the small dome on it. Surely, science took place 
there and it was science my inner child hungered for.

The meeting began within thirty minutes of arrival of 
the club’s outgoing president, Steve Snyder. In the interim, 
I eagerly examined the box of books brought from the clubs 
“library.” Dues were only six dollars for the year back then, 
and there was no application to fill out.

be sensed at any time of the day. Unlike a traditional fair, star par-
ties have late hours, and food is being prepared at all hours of the 
sidereal day.

At the 4-H Fair I would meet friends from all over our county.  At 
Okie-Tex I meet friends from all over the country as well as Canada.  
There is the group from Amarillo who, even though they are from 
Texas, make some terrific green chili stew. I again met Rex from 
Oklahoma, a fellow pilot and Pat from my home state of Kansas. 
He invited me to a star party in the eastern Kansas Flint Hills along 
with a concert by the Kansas City Symphony. Tom from Connecti-
cut, the founder of the Messier Marathon, observed a Messier object 
through my telescope. Also, there are Doug and Greg, former FAA 
air traffic controllers. I probably spoke with them over the cockpit 
radio in our past professions, but now we observe together.

The closest thing to a tractor contest at Okie-Tex is the evening rit-
ual of observing setup.
With so many different types of telescopes, there are as many setup 
routines as there are participants. Yes, some of them try to back 
up trailers, but no one grades their performance. Skill is measured 
by the success of the observing, and in this contest, everyone is a 
winner.

At the 4-H Fairs, I remember observing new farm equipment.  New 
equipment at Okie-Tex is everywhere.  The latest, biggest, and best 
is on display to challenge our pocketbooks. There are plenty of new 
books, maps, and gizmos to look at. However, the best things to 
observe come out after the sky darkens and the star animals begin 
their nightly prowl around the observing field.

OBSERVE – EDUCATE – HAVE FUN

Dee Friesen in front of the TAAS Site
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Picnic at 5:30 p.m. The picnic is our 
usual potluck. Hot dogs and hamburg-
ers will be provided. We thank Becky 
Ramotowski for volunteering to co-
ordinate the potluck. After the picnic, 
the “Introduction to GNTO and the 
Isengard Telescope” training session 
begins at 6:45 p.m. covering most GNTO 
equipment, from the Isengard 16” re-
flector down to our 6” and 16” loaner 
Dobsonian scopes. Once skies darken, 
Larry Cash and Robert Williams will 
offer “Eye Candy” Sky Tours with 
Robert recounting sky lore 
and pointing out constella-
tions using a laser pointer, and 
Larry following up later with 
telescope views of the more impressive sights. Becky plans to offer a 
“Rain Check” session of her Astrophotography Boot Camp, which 
was originally planned for several earlier Oak Flat events.  

If enough people are interested, we will offer an “Introduction to 
GNTO Astro-Computing Resources” session prior to the sky tours. 
This covers computer hardware and astronomy-related software 

available at GNTO. Steve Welch plans to offer a CCD 
imaging demonstration, using equipment set up in our 
10-foot dome.

•
Our single October event for GNTO is a New Moon ob-
serving opportunity on October 17.

Make plans now for this opportunity to learn about 
your observatory and enjoy the relaxed company of fel-
low observers. With the Open House, Picnic, Training, 

Sky Tours, and Astrophotography Boot Camp, this 
is a great chance to visit GNTO for the first time or 
to renew your interest and check on recent obser-
vatory improvements. We’ve got a bunch of great 
equipment waiting for you at GNTO, so plan your 

trip to GNTO soon. Why wait?

GNTO committee meetings are open to 
any interested TAAS members, and they 
provide a great way to get more involved 
with your observatory. Our next commit-
tee meetings are October 22 and Decem-
ber 17. We are seeking a new meeting 
location, so I will provide more details 
later. If you have questions about GNTO, 
please contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@
taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your 
observatory.

CLOUDY CONDITIONS challenged 
our “New Moon” observing opportu-
nity on August 22. Despite the weather, 
we had a good turnout with 18 ob-
servers and 11 telescopes in operation. 
Lance Hurt opened the facility, and 
Steve Welch had the imaging equip-
ment running in the 10-foot dome. The 
evening began with clouds all around 
us, but we had some open skies over-
head until the clouds rolled in around 
midnight. Lance and Steve closed up by 
1:00 a.m.

The new GNTO budget has been 
approved by the Board. The Board 
also voted to change the GNTO 

funding formula, raising the amount received out of every $30 reg-
ular-member dues from $8 to $10 to help defray increased GNTO 
maintenance and improvement costs. This first increase in 8 years 
is much appreciated.

We had a small but dedicated group of volunteers for our GNTO 
Fall Cleanup session on September 6. Will Ferrell organized the 
event with Ariel Boston, Tom Davies, Pete Eschman, 
Will Ferrell, Dee Friesen, Charlie Mullen, and Steve 
Welch pitching in. We tackled a number of tasks for this 
cleanup including weeding and shrub removal, cleaning 
the buildings, and staining the benches outside the Main 
Dome. A big thank-you goes to all who helped with the 
GNTO Fall Cleanup this year.

We have two events scheduled for September, start-
ing with  New Moon observing on September 19. This 
overlaps the Okie-Tex star party, so it is a local op-
tion for those who won’t make the trek to Kenton, 
Oklahoma, for the regional star party. 

Steve Welch heads up our CCD imaging program. 
To take part in this program, contact him at 505-866-7668. Steve can 

have our CCD imaging equipment ready 
in the 10-foot dome so you can learn 
about imaging and take images of your 
own. The Robert Ortega Building and 
our Guest Trailer are available for coffee, 
hot chocolate, and any snacks you might 
want to share. 

•
Our second September offering will be 
our Fall Equinox event on September 26. 
We have lots of stuff planned, including a 
GNTO Training session, in conjunction 
with our GNTO Open House and Fall 

Equinox Picnic. The GNTO 
Open House starts at 3 p.m. 
followed by our Fall Equinox 

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Peter Eschman

Tom Davies attacks our
 overgrown mesquite bush
 from the left.

Charlie Mullen attacks
 our overgrown mesquite bush 

from the right.

Dee Friesen ponders cleaning 
up the Main Dome.

Steve Welch shows off his
 roofing skills on the 

Ortega Building.

Ariel Boston starts 
sprucing up the benches.

be sensed at any time of the day. Unlike a traditional fair, star par-
ties have late hours, and food is being prepared at all hours of the 
sidereal day.

At the 4-H Fair I would meet friends from all over our county.  At 
Okie-Tex I meet friends from all over the country as well as Canada.  
There is the group from Amarillo who, even though they are from 
Texas, make some terrific green chili stew. I again met Rex from 
Oklahoma, a fellow pilot and Pat from my home state of Kansas. 
He invited me to a star party in the eastern Kansas Flint Hills along 
with a concert by the Kansas City Symphony. Tom from Connecti-
cut, the founder of the Messier Marathon, observed a Messier object 
through my telescope. Also, there are Doug and Greg, former FAA 
air traffic controllers. I probably spoke with them over the cockpit 
radio in our past professions, but now we observe together.

The closest thing to a tractor contest at Okie-Tex is the evening rit-
ual of observing setup.
With so many different types of telescopes, there are as many setup 
routines as there are participants. Yes, some of them try to back 
up trailers, but no one grades their performance. Skill is measured 
by the success of the observing, and in this contest, everyone is a 
winner.

At the 4-H Fairs, I remember observing new farm equipment.  New 
equipment at Okie-Tex is everywhere.  The latest, biggest, and best 
is on display to challenge our pocketbooks. There are plenty of new 
books, maps, and gizmos to look at. However, the best things to 
observe come out after the sky darkens and the star animals begin 
their nightly prowl around the observing field.

OBSERVE – EDUCATE – HAVE FUN
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GNTO’s Asteroid Gear Just Right 
for Observing NASA Moon Crash
Steve Welch

On Friday, October 9, at about 4:30 a.m. 
MDT, NASA’s LCROSS spacecraft’s Cen-
taur upper stage will impact the Moon, 
followed about four minutes later by the 
LCROSS spacecraft itself. NASA has 
planned an extensive observing program of 
this event, which is expected to help con-
firm and characterize the presence of water 
thought to be present in permanently shaded 
craters near the lunar south pole. The impact 
target site was selected last month to be the 
crater Cabeus A1, a small crater on the edge 
of Cabeus A. There are some finder charts 
available at this Web site: http://astronomy.
nmsu.edu/rthamilt/LCROSS/media.shtml.

NASA’s observing program  http://lcross.
arc.nasa.gov/observation.htm includes the 
lunar region spacecraft LCROSS and the Lu-
nar Reconnaissance Orbiter (which will be 
over the site a few minutes after the impact), 
plus Earth-orbiting spacecraft including the 
Hubble Space Telescope, and ground-based 

observatories. New Mexico’s own MRO is among the major 
observatories in the program. In addition, NASA is request-
ing that amateurs observe the impact and report their results. 
It turns out that the equipment we use at GNTO for observing 
asteroid occultations is nearly ideal for observing this event, so 
we will be attempting to observe and videotape this event from 
GNTO using the Isengard 16”, f/6 Newtonian scope, a Watec 
WAT-902H2U video camera, Kiwi GPS video-time-code in-
serter, and miniDV camcorder. If successful, we will analyze 
our videotape(s) and send the light curve to NASA, where they 

can compare it with other observed light 
curves and spectrographic observations 
from larger telescopes.

Any TAAS members who want to partici-
pate or assist at GNTO are welcome. I’ll 
probably be opening up the observatory 
sometime after dark. We will have several 
other telescopes available for visual ob-
servation of the event (though remember, 
this is a one-time event, so only one per-
son can see it visually per telescope!) plus 
maybe a second video setup in the small 
dome. If you want to come and bring your 
own scope, do it! We can help you find the 
target and give a countdown to the impact 
time. It should be fun!

At the time I am writing this, our intrepid 
president, Dee Friesen is planning on an 
in-town observing gathering at his home 
in Sandia Heights, for those who are not 
willing or able to make the trek down to 
GNTO. Stay tuned for details on Dee’s 
and GNTO’s impact-observing gatherings 
on the TAAS-L mailing list and the TAAS 
Web site.

October 24: Annual Placitas Star Party
ON SATURDAY, October 24, TAAS and Las Placitas Associa-
tion will co-host the annual star party to promote dark skies 
in the Placitas community. The party begins around sunset 
(6:22 p.m. MDT.) Plan on arriving closer to 5:45 p.m. for setup 
and, just like the last several years, the event will be at the 
Homestead Village Shopping Center (Merc) with telescopes 
being set up along the dirt road immediately east of the public 
parking lot (see map). A waxing crescent moon will set around 
11:26 p.m., and docents may want to show visitors the Apollo 
11 landing area some forty years after the fact. Jupiter will be 
another showpiece object with Uranus, Neptune, and even the 
dwarf Pluto possibly being visible with enough aperture. Come 
ready to show off your favorite objects to those who want to 
see them—yourself and everyone else! For additional infor-
mation, call Shannon Mann 771-0126.

Placitas Star Party 2005

Map courtesy of Barry Gordon

Photo courtesy of Bill Tondreau

NMSU photo

http://astronomy.nmsu.edu/rthamilt/LCROSS/media.shtml
http://astronomy.nmsu.edu/rthamilt/LCROSS/media.shtml
http://lcross.arc.nasa.gov/observation.htm
http://lcross.arc.nasa.gov/observation.htm
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General

UNITED WAY

Education

ERNIE PYLE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

GNTO

JERRY HOLKESTAD
BILL WALLACE

Dark Sky

 MELISSA KIRK
HY TRAN

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:

Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman for GNTO information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM 87181

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, October 23.

Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. Please do not embed photos 
in text. Attach photos and illustrations 
separately. The e-mail address for the 
newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on 
the first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 0 9

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 189 188 1
Family 50 55 -5
Educational 9 10 -1
Total Paid 248 253 -5
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 38 38 0
Total Members 293 298 -5

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g 
T A A S  M e m b e r s

PAUL GRUNWALD

GREG PARKHURST

DONNA PONTRELLO
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O c t o b e r  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

TAAS WILL PRESENT An Autumn View of Jupiter for the pub-
lic on Saturday, October 10 at the Albuquerque Open Space 
Visitor Center. The public event will begin at 7:00 p.m. and 
continue until 10:00 p.m. Astronomers are needed to set up 
telescopes for viewing by the public. Contact Dee Friesen if 
you are able to participate.  

1
TAAS Board 
Meeting

2 3 
Astronomy 101,
TAAS General 
Meeting

4 5 6 Corrales 
Elementary 
School Star        
              Party

 7
ATM SIG
Meeting

8 9
4:30 a.m.: LCross 
Impacts Moon

10 View of 
Jupiter at Open 
Space, Bosque del 
Apache Night Sky 
Scavenger Hunt

11 12 13 14
Enchanted Skies Star 
Party 10/14-17

15 16
UNM closed

17
GNTO: 
NM Observing

18 19 20 21 22
GNTO 
Committee
Meeting

23 West Mesa 
High Star Party, 
Maize Maze Star 
Party, Sidereal 
Times Deadline

 24 
Placitas Star 
Party

 25                

         

26

       

27 28 29 30 31

An Autumn View of Jupiter Maize Maze Star Party
Friday, October 23, 7–10 p.m.

Robert Williams

EVERY FALL, the Rio Grande Community Farm carves out 
a Maze in the corn, or maize, fields and challenges people to 
try and find their way through the cornstalk labyrinth. TAAS 
has agreed to host a star party to help out at this year’s Maize 
Maze at the Rio Grande Community Farm on Friday, October 
23, from 7–10 p.m. 

We will set up telescopes for visitors to look through on their 
way in or out of the Maze. I have done this event in the past 
with Lodestar, and it is a lot of fun and can attract quite a few 
visitors. I hope you will consider coming out and helping with 
the star party and maybe take a few moments to attempt the 
Maze yourself. Keep an eye out; I will send more informa-
tion about the setup and directions for this event in the coming 
weeks. The Rio Grande Community Farm is a not-for-profit or-
ganization working with the City of Albuquerque Open Space 
Division.
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Saturday, October 3

6:00 P.M. Astronomy 101

7:00 P.M. General Meeting
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

50 Years of Magic
TAAS Marks Its First Half-Century

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

N o v e m b e r  2 0 0 9

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

2 3 4 
ATM SIG
Meeting

5 
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

6 7
TAAS General
Meeting

8 9 10 Zia 
Elementary 
         School 
         Star Party

11 12 13 14
GNTO: NM 
Observing

15 16 17 18 
ATM SIG
Meeting

19 20 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

21
GNTO: 
Observing

22 23 24 25 26 27
UNM closed

28

29 30
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program. We are open to suggestions for topics and will be flexible 
in meeting the needs of our members and responding to feedback. 
If you are also interested in learning more about the science of as-
tronomy, do not fear; you will soon hear of our new SIG dedicated to 
this endeavor.

IN THE WORKS: Q&A WITH BOB

LATER THIS FALL, a second feature of the TAAS Astronomy 101 
program will begin: an informal Question-and-Answer period with re-
tired astronomer Bob Havlen. Bob has conducted this type of activity 
with great success at many of the TAAS school star parties. (In the 
future, he plans to expand his effort by conducting similar sessions 
for all interested persons. Details will be available on the TAAS Web 
site.)

WHY OBSERVE THE MOON? 

Most experienced amateur astronomers love 
nothing more than loading up huge amounts 
of expensive gear, driving great distances, and 
imagining they’re seeing some faint wisp of a 
“Sharpless catalog” nebula. But what do you do 
when the Moon is up? Most of us begrudge its 
presence and wish it would just go away. I have 
even seen amateur astronomers at star parties 
wearing “Nuke the Moon” T-shirts. 

BUT, we on planet Earth are extremely fortunate 
to have such an interesting world within “eyeshot.” We are the only 
small rocky planet in our solar system with such a large companion, 
leading some pundits to refer to the Earth-Moon system as a “double 
planet.” Even modest optical aid will reveal a wealth of detail on our 
bizarre neighbor. The alien landscape of the Moon teaches us about 
the early history of the solar system with a stark and fascinating level 
of detail, unaffected by surface-altering plate tectonics or erosion. 
The Moon can indeed provide hours of interesting observing with a 
small telescope right outside your back door!

I have volunteered to organize the program and can be reached at 
dpitonzo@comcast.net or at dpitonzo@unm.edu. Neil and I look for-
ward to seeing everyone on October 3.

ELEVEN members of TAAS recently 
attended the 26th annual Okie-Tex 
Star Party hosted by the Oklahoma 
City Astronomy Club. The event oc-
curs each year at Camp Billy Joe in 
Kenton, Oklahoma. For eight days 
and nights, TAAS members joined 
250 other amateur astronomers from 
14 states and Canada in observing 
the very dark night skies. Two TAAS 
members took delivery of new tele-
scopes and observed first light from 
the planet Jupiter. 

Night Sky Scavenger Hunt Planned at Bosque del Apache
Karen Keese

THE BOSQUE DEL APACHE National Wildlife Refuge celebrates 
the 2009 “International Year of Astronomy” by hosting an astro-
nomical scavenger hunt of the New Mexico night sky on Saturday, 
October 10. The special event is free and open to everyone, ages 10 
and above. Everyone is encouraged to bring a flashlight.

“A Scavenger Hunt in the Night Sky” will search out constel-
lations and deep-sky objects visible in the evening sky above the 
wildlife refuge. Participants will search out ancient constellations 
and more recently identified star clusters and galaxies. The inter-
stellar search will include such exotic objects as a “dragon,” “dol-
phin,” “swan,” and “flying horse,” plus a red giant, a blue giant, a 
galaxy, a globular cluster, and even a black hole. 

Amy Estelle and Daniel Klinglesmith will conduct the program. 
Dr. Estelle has led educational astronomy programs for more than 
30 years for school systems, state and national parks, and wildlife 
refuges. Dr. Klinglesmith, a former NASA astrophysicist, is the 
Education and Outreach Coordinator for Magdalena Ridge Obser-
vatory at New Mexico Tech.

The program is limited to 45 participants on a first-come, 
first-served basis. For reservations, call 575-835-1828. Bosque del 
Apache National Wildlife Refuge is located 20 miles south of So-
corro, NM, on State Highway 1. For more information about this 
event, contact Amy Estelle at (505) 730-0025 or adestelle2000@
yahoo.com.

Membership Team Active
Bill Firth
Membership Chairman

THE MEMBERSHIP TEAM has been hard at work on many 
projects. Please stop by our new Membership Table at the gen-
eral meeting. We will have guides, applications, TAAS activi-
ties, and our new brochure. 

TAAS has begun an exciting new Mentoring Program for 
all our members. If you would like to receive mentoring, or 
are able to provide it, please contact Dee Friesen at president@
taas.org.

We are also beginning an Astronomy 101 program and are 
working on the details. Please stop by the Membership Table or 
e-mail me at membership@taas.org to register your interest.

Mike Roth is getting lanyards to hold printed name badges 
for all our members. Watch for them coming soon.

THANK YOU to all the team members: Arlene Ward, Mike 
Roth, Bob Anderson, Dan Clark, Gordon Pegue, and Larry 
Cash. We all appreciate your contributions and dedication. A 
special thank-you goes to Lesley Judd for her graphic arts tal-
ents in assembling the new membership brochure. We could 
not have done it without her help.

The TAAS Membership Team welcomes any volunteers to 
help our Society grow, recruit and maintain members, and pro-
vide access to programs that benefit all our members. Please 
feel free to contact any of our current Membership team with 
your ideas and interests.

Left to right: Allen Scott, Gordon 
Pegue, Will Ferrell, Dan Clark

TAAS at Okie-Tex

Shannon Mann took delivery of a 
12.5- inch AstroSystems Dobsonian.

Greg Dillon with “Ugh”

Amy Estelle took delivery of a 12-inch 
Obsession Dobsonian telescope.

Pete Eschman
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program. We are open to suggestions for topics and will be flexible 
in meeting the needs of our members and responding to feedback. 
If you are also interested in learning more about the science of as-
tronomy, do not fear; you will soon hear of our new SIG dedicated to 
this endeavor.

IN THE WORKS: Q&A WITH BOB

LATER THIS FALL, a second feature of the TAAS Astronomy 101 
program will begin: an informal Question-and-Answer period with re-
tired astronomer Bob Havlen. Bob has conducted this type of activity 
with great success at many of the TAAS school star parties. (In the 
future, he plans to expand his effort by conducting similar sessions 
for all interested persons. Details will be available on the TAAS Web 
site.)

WHY OBSERVE THE MOON? 

Most experienced amateur astronomers love 
nothing more than loading up huge amounts 
of expensive gear, driving great distances, and 
imagining they’re seeing some faint wisp of a 
“Sharpless catalog” nebula. But what do you do 
when the Moon is up? Most of us begrudge its 
presence and wish it would just go away. I have 
even seen amateur astronomers at star parties 
wearing “Nuke the Moon” T-shirts. 

BUT, we on planet Earth are extremely fortunate 
to have such an interesting world within “eyeshot.” We are the only 
small rocky planet in our solar system with such a large companion, 
leading some pundits to refer to the Earth-Moon system as a “double 
planet.” Even modest optical aid will reveal a wealth of detail on our 
bizarre neighbor. The alien landscape of the Moon teaches us about 
the early history of the solar system with a stark and fascinating level 
of detail, unaffected by surface-altering plate tectonics or erosion. 
The Moon can indeed provide hours of interesting observing with a 
small telescope right outside your back door!

I have volunteered to organize the program and can be reached at 
dpitonzo@comcast.net or at dpitonzo@unm.edu. Neil and I look for-
ward to seeing everyone on October 3.

D a r k  S k y  S I G
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  4

I  was anxious to have proof in the form of a membership 
card that I was “in”—an official amateur astronomer. I asked 
the fellow who signed me up if I would receive my membership 
card in the mail. He quietly wrote my name on a piece of 
paper, handed it to me, and asked if there would be anything 
else. Needless to say, it wasn’t what I expected. I took a seat.

What followed next on that fateful night is the stuff of legend. 
If you would like to hear the rest of the story and learn about 
the “real” history of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society, 
you’ll have to attend the October meeting. Oh, and about the 
Royal Order of the High Exalted, Mystical Observatron—the 
secret of the “secret society” within TAAS formed in 1987 
will be revealed for the first time to the lucky attendees of our 
October meeting. You’ll want to be there.

Royal Order of the . . . Observatron
continued from page 2

UNM Campus Observatory Report:
Cautiously Optimistic
Robert Williams

THE ALBUQUERQUE Astronomical Society and the University of 
New Mexico Physics and Astronomy Department host observing ses-
sions on Friday evenings during the 2009 Fall Semester at the Cam-
pus Observatory. The hours of operation are 7-9 p.m. MST and 8-10 
pm DST. The observing sessions are free and open to the public. For 
information and a map, visit http://www.unm.edu and search for “ob-
servatory.” Check the Web site prior to visiting the Observatory for 
closings due to inclement weather. The status will be posted at 3 p.m. 
on Fridays. The Observatory will be closed on October 16 for the fall 
break and November 27 for the Thanksgiving holiday. The final day 

of observing for this semester will be Friday, De-
cember 12.

Friday, August 28—Open. We had clear skies 
for the first Friday Open House of the semester. It 
turned out to be a very good evening with a good 
turnout of visitors. There was a large group from 
the East Mountains. One couple had invited all 
the people from their neighborhood to join them 
at UNM for the Open House, and several of them 
did. I saw no UNM students working on astronomy 
labs, but lots of people showed up to look through 
the scopes.

We had about 50 people,mostly adults, fairly 
even men and women (about 10 children, different 

ages). Three scopes were set up outside, and the 14” in the dome was 
open and operating. TAAS members John L., Larry C., Robert W., and 
Daniel attended.

Friday, September 4—Open. The weather did not start out so 
good, but things cleared up about 9 p.m. and stayed clear for just over 
an hour. I arrived about 7:00 p.m. with Patricia, and it was very cloudy 
and sprinkling as Shane and Becky arrived followed shortly by Tom. 
The UNM folks began to arrive saying they did not think it would clear 
off. But we outlasted the clouds this time, and about 9 p.m., it began to 
clear. Shane and Tom set up their telescopes to observe the Moon as it 
became visible in the scattered clouds. Shortly after, Jupiter appeared 
from behind the clouds, and then many more things began to be visible. 
Tom and Shane kept their scopes aimed at different objects throughout 
the evening keeping the dozen or so members of the public amazed and 
entertained at the wonders of the night sky. The Observatory opened up 
the dome and began looking at the Moon and Jupiter, as well.

We met a very nice family from India who live in Oklahoma City 
and were passing through Albuquerque on their way home from the 
Grand Canyon. We had about 12 people, 3 children age 3-12, and the 
rest adults, about even men and women. Two scopes were set up out-
side (another three not set up), and the 14” was available in the dome. 
TAAS members Patricia R., Shane R., Becky R., Tom D., Robert W., 
and Daniel were on hand.

Friday, September 11, 2009 – Closed. UNM closed the Obser-
vatory this evening due to weather. Optimistically, Tom Davis and I 
met at UNM in light rain and stayed until about 7:30 p.m. or so, but it 
never got any better. People who drove up parked for a moment, then 
left. Personal note: I think that the stupid atmosphere is really messing 
up the observing this year, darn thing (excuse the language, but I am 
somewhat upset). Well, maybe next week will be better.

At UNM, Shane and Sonya find
Jupiter in the evening sky.

ASTRONOMY 101 IS HERE! continued from page 1

http://panda.unm.edu/observatory/
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TAAS Board of Directors Meeting
September 3, 2009

Directors Present: Dee Friesen (President),Dick Fate (Vice-
President),Tom Davies, Robert Williams, Bob Havlen, Pete Eschman, 
Dan Clark, Gordon Pegue, Steve Welch, Larry Cash, Melissa Kirk 
(Secretary)

Directors Absent: Bob Hufnagel (excused), David Pitonzo 

Additional TAAS member present: Judy Stanley

1. There are no corrections to the Board meeting minutes from July 
30. 

2. The Nomination Committee consists of Tom Graham, Lance Hurt, 
and Dick Fate. Dick is the leader.

3. The Board discussed options for posting notices of event cancella-
tions on the Web site.

4. Alison Schuler wrote TAAS a letter thanking TAAS members for 
hosting the Rotary Club Solar Fiesta.

Program Report:
Dick Fate would like the Directors to suggest options for possible pur-
chases of laptop computer hardware and software.

The topic of the October general meeting will be the history of TAAS. 
Dick asked the Board to e-mail him ideas for topics for the December 
general meeting.

Education:
The next school star party will be held on Tuesday. A small telescope 
will be raffled, and the proceeds will be donated to TAAS. Dee will 
conduct the Rainbows in the Night Sky presentation. Tom Grevowski 
will demonstrate comet making. Bob Havlen will have the pocket solar 
system. 

Finance:
Bob Havlen and Dan Clark put together a budget review. 

Membership:
At the next general meeting, a membership table will be set up. Sev-
eral people have agreed to mentor other TAAS members.

Dave Pitonzo will conduct an Astronomy 101 session immediately 
before the October general meeting. The topic will be Observing the 
Moon.

GNTO:
The Board approved a resolution to budget $5,140 for GNTO. The 
resolution passed with one no vote and no abstentions.

The Board unanimously approved a resolution to increase the appor-
tionment of the $30 membership dues for GNTO to $10. The change 
to the GNTO funding formula is effective today.

Events Retrospect:
1. Many people attended the August star party held at Oak Flat. The 
next star party at Oak Flat will be held on September 12.

2. Judy Stanley briefed the Board about the success of the “She is an 
Astronomer” event. Karen Keese and Judy put together a report con-
taining statistics about the event attendance and advertising strategy.

Events Prospect:

1. Tom Davies will coordinate the next star party that TAAS members 
will help host at Chaco Culture National Historical Park.

2. The Enchanted Skies Star Party will be held October 14–17.

3. Telescopes for Teachers: Trish Logan will have 140 students look 
through a telescope next Tuesday. Tom Davies would like to have an-
other training session for the teachers. Maybe the training session can 
be held at one of the Friday night star parties at the University of New 
Mexico Albuquerque Campus Observatory.

4. TAAS members will co-host a star party along with the Albuquerque 
Open Space Division on October 10. The star party will begin at 7 p.m. 
in the Stellarium.

5. There will be a star party on October 23 in conjunction with the 
Maize Maze.

6. The Placitas star party will be held the following day.

7. The Los Lunas star party that was scheduled for October 10 has 
been postponed until Spring. Jim Rickey is involved with a facility un-
der construction. The star party may be held at this facility.

Old Business:
Dick had an action item to write a section about the history of the 
TAAS glass blanks. See the July 30, 2009, meeting minutes. Pyrex 
and Corning are registered trademarks of Corning, Inc. Use of the 
trademarks in the minutes is fair use, and Corning is not associated 
with TAAS. A prototype telescope is under construction.

New Business:
The Board will review the 2010 budget at the November Board meet-
ing. There will be a holiday observing session at the home of Dee and 
Ruth Friesen during the December Board meeting. 

The meeting ended at 9:21 p.m.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

COMM-LINK Could Save Lives
 Bill Firth, membership@taas.org

DO YOU HAVE an HT? Do you know what it is? Did you know it could help save 
your life? Those TAAS members who are also Amateur Radio Operators know 
the answers to all the above questions.

Because of the extremely limited range of cell phone service in areas where we 
go to observe, an alternate means of emergency communication is very desirable. 
A small HT, Handy Talkie, can provide instant communication backup in any 
type of emergency. There would be no driving down the mountain or back toward 
civilization just to get a cell phone signal. Help is just a button push away.

While visiting Oak Flat recently, I was able to talk to many people on several 
frequencies that covered more than half the state. In addition, a statewide network 
is constantly monitored. Most of the same frequencies are available from GNTO. 

I would like to organize TAAS COMM-LINK, comprised of those TAAS mem-
bers who are now Amateur Radio Operators and any member who would like to 
become an Amateur Radio Operator. Our goals would be to provide communica-
tion backup at our observing sites and to help anyone who might be interested in 
getting an Amateur Radio License. If you are interested in TAAS COMM-LINK 
or becoming an Amateur Radio Operator, please let me know.



The Sidereal Times October 2009

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 11

2 0 0 9  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    296-0549 (H)  atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Coordinator  Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Loaner Scope Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org 
  Membership Coordinator  Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   321-5404 (C)  editor@taas.org
  Public Relations Coordinator  Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Robert Williams   270-5857  unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org

Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

vp@taas.org
293-2131 (H)

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinatorr

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director

417-9754

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Bob Hufnagel
Director / Education Coordinator / Librarian

education_coord@taas.org
librarian@taas.org

890-8122

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523 (H)
259-3658 (C)

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Robert Williams
Director

270-5857



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment 

Trader, Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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