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G eneral  M e eting  N ews

Yardsticks in the Sky: 
Determining the Astronomical Unit
 
THE ASTRONOMICAL UNIT (dis-
tance from the Earth to the Sun) is 
the basis for virtually every distance 
measurement in astronomy.  Yet the 
quest to measure it accurately began 
with the ancient Greeks and did not 
end until the 1970s.  Along the way, 
many astronomers, both famous 
and not so famous, worked to make 
this one measurement.  Some even 
died in the attempt.  

On February 27 at 7:00 p.m. in 
UNM’s Regener Hall, Barry Spletzer 
will present the story of this all-im-
portant measurement. 
 
Barry Spletzer is a long-time TAAS 
member and avid telescope de-
signer and builder with an interest 
in the history of astronomy.  In his 
spare time he is the Senior Scientist 
for Robotics at Sandia National 
Laboratories.

Awards Announced at 2010 Perihelion Banquet
The following awards were presented 
Janary 9 at the Perihelion Banquet.

Isengard Award

Dee Friesen – Dee over the last two years 
has started up new SIG groups: Messier, 
Double Star, and Astronomy 101.  Two of 
these were started in his living room and 
then went to his driveway for night view-
ing.  He also headed up the Cosmic Carni-
val, raising the funds by himself to insure 
the project would be successful.  He served 
two years as President and in that time was 
very instrumental in getting new members 
to participate in various groups.  He is on 
the GNTO committee and he did many of 
the Isengard trainings during our training 
sessions. He always made new members 
feel very welcome and seemed to never for-
get a name.  

Dee also coined the motto “OBserVe—
eDUCATe—HAVe FUn.”

Dobson Award

BOB HUFnAgel – Bob has been in the Edu-
cation Coordinator position for the last two 
years and has been tireless in keeping up 
the tradition of Observe, Educate, and Have 
Fun.  He has not only attended all of the 
scheduled school star parties but has also 
other events that incorporate education, 
such as the Albuquerque Open Space star 
parties and Adult Night at Explora. He has 
also been instrumental in bringing comet 
making to the masses.  He attends the Oak 
Flat Star Party.  He is also the keeper of the 
TAAS Library.

Service Awards

TOm DAVies – Tom took the lead in creating 
our Telescopes for Teachers program where 
he helped get his employer to fund the 
telescopes that were given to APS teach-
ers throughout the Albuquerque area.  He 
also instructed each of the teachers using 
the telescopes.  He attends many school star 
parties and the Oak Flat events.  He uses the 
UNM Observatory sessions for his teacher 
training.

DiCk FATe – Besides being the Vice Presi-
dent for the last two years, Dick has headed 
up several committees including the PA 
system and Big Glass, and he has taken the 
guest speakers out to dinner prior to the 
general meetings.  Dick has been of tremen-
dous assistance to Dee and TAAS with his 
positive attitude.

Bill FirTH – Bill is one of our members 
who work behind the scenes.  He led the 
membership committee that has redone the 
membership package.  He also helps Dan 
Clark by doing follow-up work with new 
members as well as lapsed members.  He 
directs the annual membership mailing at 
the end of each calendar year.

BOB HAVlen – Bob has been the primary 
TAAS Coordinator of the Night Sky Net-
work, and he also helps out regularly with 
education outreach at School Star Parties.  
He assisted with the midyear budget review.

kAren keese – Karen was very involved 
with the “She is an Astronomer” program, 
a local event that was part of the Interna-
tional Year of Astronomy, with several hun-

dred people in attendance.  She also is the 
go-to member for Explora Adult Night.  She 
assisted with publicity for the 100 Hours 
of Observing with the local media. She 
and Judy Stanley started the Star-Hoppers 
education outreach program: http://www.
astronomyworkshops.org/workshops.html.

http://www.taas.org
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Robert Williams

“Be glad of life, because it gives you the chance to love and to work 
and to play and to look up at the stars.” —Henry Van Dyke

I, unlike many in TAAS, came to know the stars and the night 
sky later in life.  I did not have a tele-
scope until well into my twenties and 
knew very little about the night sky 
when I joined TAAS.  With the help of 
many TAAS members, I came to know 
the wonders of the vast universe.  I 
guess, what I am saying is that, if you 
are new to TAAS and astronomy and 
feel that you do not really have some-
thing to offer, you do.  Now go out and 
“look up at the stars” and know that 
you too can help to bring the wonders of 
the universe to others.

My first public event was a school star 
party where I took a borrowed “Dob” 
and shared views of the Moon and com-
et Hale-Bop (the few things I could find) 
having spent the prior evening learning 
to use the telescope and Telrad.  I will 
never forget the first person, one of the 
students, as he saw the Moon through 
the eyepiece.  He was in awe and I was 
inspired to learn how to find more 
things to share with people at public 
star parties.  Starting that evening and 
continuing to this day, I still find new 
wonders to share and am thankful to 
those in TAAS who continue to help me 
and share their experience and excite-
ment with me.  It is important for those 
new to astronomy to understand that 
you do not need to know more than a 
few things, you will build your observ-
ing list over time, and inevitably be able 
to impress just about anyone with just a 
few of the best objects visible each sea-
son—and do not forget the Moon and 
the Planets. They are big crowd pleasers 
as well.

Each month I will share some of my 
observations of some of the wonders 
found in our night sky, I hope you will 
take the opportunity to observe and dis-
cuss these objects with me and others 
and use them at the TAAS public events.  
If you have a favorite object, be it deep sky, planet or satellite 
(like the Moon) please let me know and I may include it in one 
of these reports. At least I will have a chance to learn from you.

This month I was inspired by a particularly good view of the 
Orion Nebula (M42) in the sword of Orion, “the Hunter.”  Ori-

on is high in the sky at sunset this time of year and easily 
found by the two bright stars Betelgeuse, a bright red star, and 
Rigel, a bright blue star on either side of the three stars that 
form Orion’s belt, a very recognizable grouping almost as well 

known as the “Big Dipper.”  If you look 
just below (south of) the belt, you will 
see another line of three more stars that 
are almost perpendicular to the belt. 
These are the sword of Orion.  Point 
your telescope to the center “star” of the 
sword you will find it is not a just a star, 
it is many stars along with a spectacu-
lar cloud that many of these stars were 
formed from, a stellar nursery with lots 
of bright stars illuminating the nebula 
around them. This is the “Great Orion 
Nebula.”  It is very large and bright and 
easily seen in the light-polluted skies 
of Albuquerque making it a favorite of 
winter star parties.

I did this sketch of the Orion Nebula at 
GNTO on Saturday, February 13, using 
a 16” telescope with a 25mm eyepiece.  
The four stars of the “trapezium” were 
easily seen along with the extensive 
gas cloud of the nebula and many more 
bright stars in and around the cloud.  
It was very beautiful with a slight blu-
ish tint extending well out of the field 
of view.  It was a very clear and steady 
night with little twinkling of the stars.  
Despite the cold, it was a wonderful eve-
ning of observing this and many other 
objects.

This is an observing report for the Orion 
Nebula, I am very interested in seeing 
many more observing reports in the 
Sidereal Times, and I hope that you will 
help by sending your own observing 
reports to me.  I will work with others 
to put together a fairly extensive ob-
server’s report each month.  We can all 
learn from each other if we are willing 
to share our love of the night sky and 
observe the wonders that exist.  I also 
have a “blog” site where I will post 
some of my observations and ideas over 
the coming year.  I hope that you will 
take time to participate by sharing your 

thoughts and observing reports with me and others.   Please 
visit my blog at http://2010taaspresident.blogspot.com/ and leave 
me any suggestions or comments. I hope to hear from you. 

Now, again, go out and “look up at the stars.”

http://2010taaspresident.blogspot.com/
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grill will be available, and hot dogs and hamburgers 
will be provided. More details on the event will be 
available via e-mail on the Board of Directors E-mail list 
(the BODOEL), and on our TAAS-L e-mail list. We are 
looking for a volunteer to help coordinate potluck dishes. 
Keep in mind that Daylight Saving Time begins March 
14, so plan accordingly for sunset at 7:19 p.m. on the 20th.
 
The “Introduction to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope” 
begins at 7:00 p.m., after the picnic. This covers most of 
the equipment used at GNTO. We only schedule training 
sessions four times a year, so this may be your best 
chance for the near future. 

After dark, Larry Cash 
and Robert Williams will 
host our “Eye Candy” sky 
tour, starting with a green 
laser tour of the stars and 
constellations followed with 
viewing an impressive set of 
objects through the Isengard 
16” telescope. 

Steve Welch heads up our 
CCD imaging program. 
Contact him at 505-866-7668 
and you can learn about the 
imaging process and take 
some images of your own. 
The heated Robert Ortega 
Building is open and our 
Guest Trailer is available for 
coffee, hot chocolate, and any 
snacks you might want to 

share. We’ve got a bunch of great equipment waiting for 
you, so plan your next trip to GNTO soon.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS are open to any TAAS 
members, providing a great way to get more involved 
with GNTO. We meet every other month at 6:30 p.m. Our 
next committee meetings are February 18 and April 15 
at O’Neill’s Pub, 4310 Central SE. If you have questions 
about GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@
taas.org, phone 873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

WE HAD TWO EVENTS in January, a New Moon 
observing event on January 16 and an observing and 
training event on January 23. Will Ferrell opened GNTO 
on the 16th to 100% cloud cover.  Fortunately, he stayed 
for a while and was soon joined by six observers. A short 
break in the clouds afforded some impressive views 
including the Orion Nebula in the 16” GNTO loaner 
Dobsonian. Extensive cloud cover ended the evening 
around 8:30 p.m. 

Our training event one week later was also impacted 
by weather. Steve Welch opened the facility, and I was 
there to serve as trainer. Clouds began to clear, but after 
sundown the wind picked up. 
We had a single trainee, Lisa 
Wood, and went through the 
procedures for the Isengard 
telescope. Lisa is planning to 
become a GNTO key holder 
again. Wind prevented any 
viewing and we closed 
around 9:30 p.m. 

OUR ROAD DRAGGER was 
in need of welding repairs so 
Carl Frisch took it to Accutrak 
in Los Chaves.  Accutrak was 
kind enough to donate all 
materials and labor for the 
initial construction as well 
as everything for repairs this 
time. We extend a big Thank-
You to Accutrak, and hope 
they can bring their families 
out to join us at our GNTO 
events.

We have three events scheduled for March: our Spring 
Cleanup on Sunday, March 7; a New Moon observing 
event on March 13; and our Spring Equinox Open 
House, Picnic and Observing/Training event on March 
20. We will have more details on the cleanup at our 
general meeting on February 27 and on our TAAS-L 
e-mail list.

ON THE 20TH, the GNTO Open House starts at 4:00 
p.m., offering the perfect opportunity to visit GNTO for 
the first time, or to check on recent site improvements. 
THE POTLUCK PICNIC starts at 5:30 p.m. The barbecue 

On the Event Horizon

ATM SIG Meeting            Wed., February 17

GNTO Committee Meeting Thu., February 18

TAAS Board of Directors Meeting  Thu., February 25

TAAS General Meeeting            Sat., February 27

ATM SIG Meeting Wed., March 3

GNTO Spring Cleanup Sun., March 7

Collet Park Elementary School Star Party Tue., March 9

Sidereal Times Deadline Fri., March 12

GNTO New Moon Observing      Sat., March 13

Peter EschmanG N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
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F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

March 19 Creative Math and   
Science

May 21  Light and Shadow

July 16 Science of Stuff

 Below is the Explora Adult Night schedule (and event 
themes) for the rest of this year. Please mark your calendars 
if you’d like to join us for some observing fun, on the 2nd floor 
west deck from 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Just send me an e-mail (skywriter@wildblue.net) if you 
plan to attend, and if it’s your first time, I’ll send you load-in 
instructions.
 
Thanks!
Karen Keese

  Explora Adult Night 2010 Schedule
Fridays, 6:30–10:00 p.m.

1 2 3 
ATM SIG
Meeting

4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

13
GNTO: NM 
Observing

14 15 16 Pajarito 
Elementary 
School
          Star Party

17
ATM SIG
Meeting

18
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

19 20

21 22 23 24 25
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

26 27
TAAS General 
Meeting

28

     

September 24 Good Vibrations

November 19 Bubbles at Work

UNM Campus Friday Nights Astronomy

THE ALBUQUERQUE Astronomical Society and 
the University of New Mexico Physics and Astron-
omy Department host observing sessions on Friday 
evenings during the 2010 Spring Semester at the Al-
buquerque Campus Observatory. The hours of op-
eration are 7–9 p.m. MST and 8–10 p.m. DST. The ob-
serving sessions are free and open to the public. For 
information and a map, visit http://www.unm.edu 
and search for “observatory.” Check the Web site 
prior to visiting the observatory, as the site will an-
nounce any closings due to inclement weather. The 
status will be posted at 3 p.m. on Fridays. The ob-
servatory will be closed on March 19 for the Spring 
Break. The final day of observing for this semester 
will be Friday, May 14.

Adult Night Schedule

mailto:skywriter@wildblue.net
http://www.unm.edu
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1 2 3 
ATM SIG
Meeting

4 5 6

7
GNTO Spring 
Cleanup

8 9 Collet Park 
Elementary 
School
          Star Party

10 11 12 
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

13
GNTO: NM 
Observing

14 
Daylight Saving 
Time Begins

15 16 17
ATM SIG
Meeting

18
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

19
UNM Campus 
Observatory 
Closed, Explora 
Adult Night

20 
GNTO Training, 
Picnic

21 22 23 24 25
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

26 27
TAAS General 
Meeting

28

     

29 30 Albuquerque 
High School
Star Party

31

TAAS General Meeting

Saturday, February 27, 2010
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map, back page)

Yardsticks in the Sky:
Determining the Astronomical Unit 

Barry Spletzer
TAAS Astronomer

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

M a r c h  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

mailto:unm_coordinator@taas.org
mailto:atm@taas.org
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North Valley Academy School Star Party 
Scores Big Success in Spite of Clouds
Tom Davies

BOB HUFNAGLE HAS passed the task of Education 
Coordinator to me (Tom Davies), and I have two Educa-
tion Team members Trish Logan and Tom Grzybowski 
supporting this very important responsibility for TAAS. 
Our desire is to continue the quality and effectiveness of 
our school star party program that Bob has established.

January 21 was the date for our first school star party of 
2010. Bob and Trish were there at North Valley Academy 
with their telescopes dazzling the students and parents 
with views of the Moon. For a time, Bob was able to cap-
ture the Great Orion Nebula in the breaks between the 
clouds. Bob Havlen was there with his “Meet the Astron-
omer” classroom sessions. At one point, he had a whole 
Girl Scout troop as his eager students. The Girl Scouts 
helped pass the word about the night’s activities. John 
Lanning brought his slide presentation, and Chef Tom 
performed very impressive comet demonstrations. Tom, 
John, and Bob had at least four class sessions of eager 
students and parents.

This was Trish’s first star party. She had so much fun that 
she is hooked. Many thanks to all who helped. It was 
great having Bob there for guidance. 

OUR NEXT school star party is February 16 at Pajarito 
Elementary School. This is planned to be a class 1 star 
party with the Skylab planetarium, classroom activities, 
and telescopes. Come out and take part in this very re-
warding activity.

I can see the Moon!

Tom’s comet class

Bob’s Meet the Astronomer
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Ode to Isengard

by Karen Keese

 

In Isengard the nights are long 
The glass is big and the coffee strong 
We celebrate your name in song 
Hail Isengard, fair Isengard.

 

Rock steady is the seeing there 
Transparent is the crystal air 
And binoviewers: de rigueur 
In Isengard, dear Isengard.

 

Our feet ne’er freeze, nor tracking ails 
Our collimation never fails 
Good friends regale us with their tales 
Of Isengard, old Isengard.

 

We spot new comets on the fly 
And M15 is naked eye 
We hoist our Dobs and raise a cry 
For Isengard, rare Isengard.

 

When my eyes close, lay me to rest 
Where no light-dome mars east or west 
And the sky is an open treasure chest 
Oh Isengard, my Isengard.

 

Come lift your cup to that great land 
Where we dark adapt in seconds and 
We stay out later than we’ve planned 
To Isengard, to Isengard!

AMATEUR ASTRONOMER Lt. Col. Bill Isengard, 
USAF, Ret., donated, a 16” f/6 Newtonian style 
telescope made by Cave-Astrola, on an equatorial 
mount, to TAAS in 1989. TAAS designed and 
constructed GNTO to house the instrument, 
naming it The Isengard Telescope.

(Coincidentally, Isengard is also the name of a 
fortress in J.R.R. Tolkein’s fictional universe of 
Middle Earth. —Ed.)

Karen Keese read her poem, “Ode to Isengard” 
at the 2010 TAAS Perihelion Banquet in January.
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

TAAS Board of Directors Meeting
January 14, 2010

Office of Robert Williams

Directors present: Tyler Love, Steve Welch, Larry Cash, Gordon 
Pegue, Pete Eschman, Robert Williams (President), Dan Clark 
(Treasurer), Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Tom Davies, Ray Collins, Ste-
phen Snider (Vice President), Dave Pitonzo
 
Directors absent: Bob Havlen (excused), Daniel Zirzow (excused)

Additional TAAS members present: John Boedecker, Will Ferrell, 
Lynn Olsen
The meeting convened at 6:30 p.m.

There are no revisions to the December Board meeting minutes.

President’s Report:
Robert will take the lead on updating the membership packet. He 
wants to make it more substantial. Members should get a name tag 
as part of the membership packet.

Robert would like to bring back the Peanut Gallery, meaning that 
Board meetings are open to the public.

Tyler Love will work with Pat Appel to maintain the TAAS archives.

Finance:
Account balances as of December 15, 2009: 
 General Fund:           $ 13,503.24   
 GNTO Fund:           $ 11,562.33  
 Education Fund:                    $   6,236.10  
 Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund:          $   1,343.96  
 Special Projects Fund:          $   5,457.23  
 Science Fair Fund:          $      475.00 
 Cosmic Carnival Fund:          $      323.85  
 Astronomical League Reserve:   $     118.46  
 Total Funds on Deposit:          $ 38,901.71  
Total Expenses for Nov. 16–Dec. 15:        $   3,471.98  
  
Total Income for Nov. 16–Dec. 15:           $   3,638.86  

Loaner Telescopes:
Barry Spletzer spent $621 for a telescope and supplies. 

GNTO: 
The GNTO Committee has historically been the strongest committee 
in TAAS. Its last meeting was on Dec. 17. Many of the Directors are 
on the Committee. Steve Welch and Pete Eschman are in the pro-
cess of installing a weather station and would like to have an Internet 
connection at GNTO. There will be enhanced ability to monitor bat-
tery power, and they hope to monitor the weather station. They want 
to monitor sky conditions with an all-sky camera. 

There are as yet no figures for the cost, though the Board discussed 
options for funding for the enhanced monitoring capabilities at GNTO. 
This Saturday and Saturday of next week there will be observing at 
GNTO. Training will take place at next week’s event.

Membership:
Bill Firth is stepping down from the Membership Committee. He had 
been working with two TAAS members. Dan will order a batch of 

business cards. The Committee needs to get the membership flyers 
from Bill Firth.

Mentorship: 
Lynn Olsen has the list of people who said they would like to partici-
pate. Mentors were paired with mentees.

Telescopes for Teachers:
Trish Kincaid is Trish Logan’s replacement in the Telescopes for 
Teachers program.

Three of the teachers were at the Perihelion Banquet. Joshua 
LaClair is one of the teachers in the program. Tom and the teachers 
have all talked about the fact that they teach astronomy at this time 
of the year as part of their curriculum. Joshua is looking for funding 
to purchase additional telescopes.

Education:
Tom Davies met with Bob Hufnagel, Trish Kincaid, and Tom Grzy-
bowski, and they shared Bob’s files. The next school star party will 
be held on January 21 at North Valley Academy. Tom received a 
request for a school star party that has not yet been scheduled. Tom 
will be making the decision next March about the schedule of school 
star parties for next school year. The last school star party of the 
school year is on May 4. TAAS should have a membership table at 
the school star parties. We want to attract children to TAAS. The 
February 16 school star party is at Pajarito Elementary School. 

Steve has two new laptop computers. Tom Davies has the old laptop 
computer. Dan Clark gave Pete the media of the software licenses 
recently purchased. Pete will first give the media to Gary Cooper for 
the newsletter. Then he will give the media to Tom. Pete has the li-
cense keys. TAAS will keep the old laptop for the Membership Chair.

Events Retrospect:
The Astronomy 101 session last December went well. Thank you, 
Kevin McKeown, for giving a presentation about meteor observation. 

Events Prospect:
The University of New Mexico Friday night observing events will be-
gin again on January 22.

New Business:
1. Explora Adult Night is tomorrow night.
2. Steve Snider scheduled guest speakers and the Regener Hall au-
ditorium for general meetings through May.
3. Dee Friesen maybe will raise money for Cosmic Carnival this year. 
4. Will Ferrell and Ray Collins will put together an inventory of the 
TAAS blanks.
5. Daniel Zirzow will be the University of New Mexico Observatory 
Coordinator.
6. Expora Science Center would like TAAS to help with Telescope 
Amnesty Day again.
7. The Board discussed options for storage of some TAAS posses-
sions currently stored in various members’ homes: Archives, display 
boards, two sandwich boards, an inflatable planetarium, a canopy, a 
mirror coating machine, and maybe loaner telescopes.
8. Gordon Pegue and Larry Cash will take suggestions for updates 
of the Web site.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
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General
UNITED WAY

LEONARD DUDA
BRUCE LEVIN

JOHN SOCHINSKI

Education
JOHN SOCHINSKI

GNTO
GEORGE PELLEGRINO

JOHN SOCHINSKI

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:

Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman for GNTO information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM 87181

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, March 12.

Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. Please do not embed photos 
in text. Attach photos and illustrations 
separately. The e-mail address for the 
newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on 
the first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 0

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 202 200 2
Family 60 57 3
Educational 11 11 0
Total Paid 273 268 5
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 38 38 0
Total Members 318 313 5

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  a n d 
R e t u r n i n g  T A A S  M e m b e r s

 PAULA BOGGS

ALLISON DICKEY

FRANK AND JAMIE DICKEY

JANET DOWNS

A. VANCE LEY

LYNDA QUICKSALL

ALFONSO URQUIDEZ 

BARRY, JOHN, LINDSAY,
 LISA WOOD

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J a n u a r y  2 0 1 0

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 200 197 3
Family 57 55 2
Educational 11 11 0
Total Paid 268 263 5
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 38 38 0
Total Members 313 308 5

mailto:membership@taas.org
mailto:treasurer@taas.org
mailto:editor@taas.org
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How can you make $1000 from your telescope?  If you want fast 
cash, I suggest that you start out with a telescope worth $2500 and 
offer it for sale on AstroMart.com.  But by offering views of the 
night sky to people who have never had the opportunity, you’ll eas-
ily get $1000 of value for every adult who gasps in astonishment 
when seeing the Ring Nebula or a distant galaxy, comprehending 
their physical significance.   You’ll get a million dollars of satisfac-
tion each child that sees the craters on the Moon and the rings of 
Saturn for the first time and cries out with joy.

How can you make money in amateur astronomy?  The truth is, 
if you’re involved in this hobby to make cash, you can either sell 
your amazing astrophotos, 
meteorites that you found, 
or maybe invent the next 
Telrad.  But if you want the 
real payoff, then share your 
love of astronomy with oth-
ers as the weather turns 
warmer.  You will provide 
them inspiration and en-
richment worth $1000 and 
more.

CHArlie mUllen – Charlie is one of those members who work hard 
behind the scenes.  He has helped Dee with events, inventories, and 
making this year’s grand prize.  He is also active with the ATM 
SIG.

JUDy sTAnley – Judy is the other half of the “She is an Astronomer” 
program.  She, along with Karen, arranged for all the speakers, 
helpers, and guests at the event.  Judy has also done quite a bit 
of work with Cosmic Carnival, helping Dee coordinate the many 
booths that are at the event.  She never refuses a challenge.  She 
also assisted in the coordination of International Year of Astrono-
my events.

sTeVe WelCH – He has worked behind the scenes at GNTO for a 
number of years.  He has been the force behind restarting the CCD 
imaging program.  He has also been active in asteroid occultation 
observing, and video outreach to the public.  He also helped me find 
Pluto by doing real-time video imaging.  He provided a real-time 
video connection with an astronomy club in Athens, Greece, dur-
ing the 100 Hours of Observing.

Night Sky Network Awards 

TOm DAVis
BOB HUFnAgel
JOHn lAnning

Special Thanks from TAAS to

Accutrak Manufacturing 
Corporation

Everything to Build or Repair
 Trailers Since 1978

505-865-9648

19767 S. Highway 314
Los Lunas, NM  87031

www.accutraktrailers.com

Tom Koonce
Antelope Valley Astronomy Club, Inc.
Lancaster, California

SO…YOU’VE OBSERVED the Moon and the planets in detail.  
You’ve awed your family with close-up views of craters, rings, and 
subtle hues of color.  You’ve used your observational successes to 
justify “investment” in the purchase of a bigger, better telescope 
and sharper eyepieces with wider fields of view so that you can 
observe deep-sky objects like remote galaxies and faint nebulae.  
You know what a SCT is and know and understand cool down 
times, stellar magnitude, seeing, and why every serious amateur 
needs a Telrad.  Perhaps you invested in imaging equipment 
and are starting to produce night sky pictures like those in the 
magazines.  Does this fit you?

The weather will be warming up soon, and the opportunity to feel 
that sense of sustained excitement you always get as you head back 
out under the stars.  More importantly, you’ll soon have opportunities 
to interact with others who don’t have your knowledge of astronomy, 
and certainly don’t have the kind of telescope equipment you’ve put 
together!  Sharing nighttime views with others is the key to getting 
a big payoff from your telescope.  No, not by charging people to 
view through your eyepiece, but instead by getting a charge out of 
someone’s first spectacular view through your telescope!

Guest Article: How to Make $1000 with Your Telescope

. . . Awards continued from page 1

http://www.accutraktrailers.com
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Robert Williams
President

president@taas.org
270-5857

Steve Snider
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
slsnider423 at yahoo dot com

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinatorr

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com

Tom Davies
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coordi@taas.org
821-1232

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Tyler Love
Director

Photo
not

tylerrlove at yahoo dot com                    available

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523
gpegue at gmail dot com

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director

Photo
not

dzirzow at unm dot edu                         available

2 0 1 0  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   864-3544 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Pete Eschman   873-1517  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Bill Wallace   864-8212  webmaster@taas.org
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment 

Trader, Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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