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George Sergio Pellegrino—“Mr. TAAS”

Last month George Pellegrino, a true shining star of TAAS, passed 
away. Many TAAS members are unaware of George’s amazing 
impact on TAAS. George’s vision, dedication, and hard work put 
TAAS on the path to become the vibrant organization it is today. As 
a tribute to George from a grateful Society, here is the story of George 
and TAAS provided to us by Bruce Levin.

George Pellegrino, his wife Judie, daughter Raina, and son 
Kristofer moved to Albuquerque from New York in the 

mid-1980s. George admitted he knew little about telescopes 
but was very interested in astronomy. He soon attended his 
first meetings of the Albuquerque Astronomers, held in a 
classroom of the Physics and Astronomy Building. The Al-
buquerque Astronomers had a small monthly flyer, no mem-
bership card, and few organized activities other than the 
monthly meetings. George envisioned much more! He wrote 
a five-year plan on the back of an envelope outlining how the 
Albuquerque Astronomers could grow to a first-rate organiza-
tion meeting the needs of local astronomers and the commu-
nity at large. At the end of the year, George came forward and 
won election as club president.

http://www.taas.org
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YOU MAY not tell it from the temperature outside, but spring has 
sprung and the summer star parties have begun.  Our first Oak 
Flat Star Party, on Saturday, May 8, was a big success despite the 
slight chill in the air (OK, it was downright cold).  It was so busy 
I did not get around to counting the number of telescopes. I am 
guessing that we had 20 scopes to entertain the 100 visitors.

The evening began with a short talk with the visitors, we had a 
Girl Scout troop and a couple of Boy Scout troops come out to 
learn more about the night sky.  After the talk, we waited for the 
sky to get dark enough to view Venus and later many more won-
ders of the universe above us.  I gave a constellation tour telling 
their stories and answering some questions.  Next we went back 
to the telescopes to observe Mars, Saturn, M13, and the Whirlpool 
in Ursa Major.  The evening may have been a little chilly and the 
transparency may not have been excellent, but it was a good eve-
ning and the clouds stayed away.  I can hardly wait until next 
month when we do it all again. Our next Oak Flat Star Party is 
Saturday, June 19, so mark your calendars.

OUR SUMMER star parties continue on Saturday, May 22, with 
the Albuquerque Open Space Star Party at the Albuquerque Open 
Space Visitor Center just south of Paseo Del Norte on Coors Bou-
levard.  We will be featuring telescope views of the planets with 
Venus, Mars, and Saturn all visible along with a sliver of Moon.  
Other activities include a slide show, some astronomy activities, 
and a constellation tour. 

I learned the constellations and their stories many years ago when 
I was doing a Starlab show at school star parties.  I focused on the 
more popular constellations since they were the ones most asked 
about.  During the constellation tour at Oak Flat I showed Leo’s 
location and how to identify it by the “backwards question mark” 
or “sickle” of the lions head and mane.  Someone asked me the 

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Robert Williams

story of the Lion.  I did not 
know so I decided to find 
out and share it with you.
Leo was an enormous 
lion whose pelt was im-
pervious to weapons and 
whose claws were sharp 
as razors.  The lion terror-
ized the town of Nemea 
dragging off and killing 
its residents until Hercu-
les was tasked to slay the 
lion in one of the “Twelve 
Labors of Hercules.”  Her-
cules came to Nemea and 
killed the lion saving the 

town.  He used the lion’s own claws to skin the giant cat and used 
the lion skin as armor.

LEO IS almost directly overhead this time of year.  The brightest 
star in Leo is the brilliant star Regulus at the bottom of the sickle.  
The lion is lounging with a triangle of three stars just slightly dim-
mer than Regulus east of the head.  This forms the back and tail.  
This area of the sky is rich with galaxies.  Just below the belly 
are three Messier objects M95, M96, and M105.  Depending on the 
field of view, you can see all three at the same time (as drawn in 
the sketch presented here).  Near the tail are two more Messier 
objects M65 and M66. Again it is possible to view both of them in 
the same field.

Leo is moving directly overhead followed by Hercules, Lyra, Li-
bra, Virgo, and Scorpio.  Our ancestors looked to the sky to predict 
the seasons, and I guess we amateur astronomers continue this 
tradition, waiting for these summer constellations to appear, her-
alding warmer nights and 
the wonders of the sum-
mer Milky Way as it passes 
overhead.

So mark your calendars 
for the continuation of our 
summer star parties.  Come 
out and enjoy the wonders 
of the summer sky and we 
will learn more about the 
constellations and their 
stories as the year contin-
ues.  Now go out and look 
up and wonder, learn, and 
share this spectacular uni-
verse we all inhabit.
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GEORGE PELLEGRINO played a major role in creating 
our General Nathan Twining Observatory. He inspired 
the land donation, design, construction, and funding for 
the observatory. Over the course of many years, his sup-
port helped GNTO grow into the fine facility it is today. 
Thank you George, we will miss you.

Our recent GNTO events include our Messier Marathon 
on April 10 and a spring picnic on April 17. Pictures of 
both events are available on-line at these locations:
http://picasaweb.google.com/PEschman/April2010Mess-
ierMarathon#
http://picasaweb.google.
com/PEschman/AprilGN-
TOPicnic#

Dale Murray was in charge 
of opening the facility for 
the Messier Marathon event 
with Lisa Wood as backup 
and also Isengard host. 
Steve Welch had our CCD 
imaging equipment run-
ning in the 10-foot dome. 
There were 19 telescopes in 
use and approximately 25 
observers throughout the 
course of the evening.  By 
3:30 a.m. the list of dedicat-
ed marathoners had shrunk 
to Will Ferrell, Carl Frisch, 
John Laning, Lisa Wood, 
and Robert Williams. All 
but Robert stayed until 5 
a.m., when the moon rose 
and the sky brightened. 
Will caught some rest, and 
closed up at 8 a.m. Cloudy 
and breezy conditions may 
have caused some folks to 
leave earlier, but conditions 
got quite good around 3:30 
a.m. 

MESSIER Marathon re-
ports made it clear that Carl 
Frisch bagged the most objects, missing only M74, M77, 
and M30, while John Laning was next, having missed 
only 6 objects. Reported totals for other observers using 
charts and telrad or finder scopes to locate objects include 
Robert Williams with 78 and Dee Friesen with about 75. 
Tom Davies saw 79 objects with the aid of digital setting 
circles. All in all, the event was great fun.

One week later we had a very successful spring picnic and 
observing event. The food was great and there was plen-

ty of it. Turnout was good with good skies for observing 
later on. Steve Welch opened the facility. Lisa Wood and 
Bill Wallace hosted the Isengard with Melissa Kirk taking 
over after 11 p.m. Steve had the CCD imaging equipment 
running in the 10-foot dome. Steve and I adjusted the left 
primary mirror in the 10” Bino scope and were rewarded 
with stunning views of M51—the Whirlpool Galaxy. This 
scope is a nice addition to the GNTO loaner scope collec-
tion, along with our 16” and 6” reflectors.

All told, we had 20 telescopes and around 40 people at-
tending the picnic and observing that evening. One 

GNTO visitor was from 
the east coast, and several 
GNTO neighbors stopped 
by for the picnic. Thanks to 
Robert Williams for coor-
dinating the potluck food 
offerings. Robert Williams 
and Karen Keese kept the 
hotdogs and hamburgers 
coming hot off the grill, 
while Karen and others 
helped clean up later that 
evening. Steve and Melissa 
closed up a bit before 3 a.m.

We had our most recent 
GNTO committee meeting 
on April 15. We had nine 
participants, including 
Larry Cash, Pete Eschman, 
Will Ferrell, Melissa Kirk, 
Gordon Pegue, Bill Wal-
lace, Steve Welch, Robert 
Williams, and Lisa Wood. 
We have three main task 
areas for GNTO with new 
assignments for two of 
them. Pete and Steve split 
the duties for Operations, 
Bill has taken over Build-
ings and Grounds, and Lisa 
has offered to help with the 
Events task area. 

We hope to have GNTO 
hooked up to the Internet soon, at a cost of around $30/
month plus equipment installation. The connection will 
be used to monitor observatory equipment, including the 
photovoltaic system, weather station, all-sky camera, and 
possibly some webcams. Bandwidth limitations will re-
strict connections to the facility itself, so we will not offer 
connectivity to the observing field. In a final bit of good 

Peter EschmanG N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s

continued on page 10 . . . 

The May 29 General Meeting 
will be a celebration of 

the life and legacy of George 
Pellegrino and a recognition of 
the many contributions he made 
to TAAS.  We will have portions 
of video interviews and member 
presentations.  Everyone will 
be encouraged to share stories 
and fond memories of George, 
especially the fun times we’ve 
shared. The meeting is at 7:00 
p.m. in Regener Hall. (See map 
on page 12.)           —Steve Snider
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M a y  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1
George 
Pellegrino 
Memorial Service

2 3 4 Queen of 
Heaven School 
Star Party

5
ATM SIG
Meeting

6 7 8
Oak Flat Star 
Party

9 
Texas Star Party 
May 9–16

10 11 12 13 14
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

15 
GNTO: NM 
Observing, 
Chaco Canyon 
Event canceled

16 17 18 19
ATM SIG
Meeting

20 21
Explora Adult 
Night

22
Albuquerque 
Open Space 
Star Party

23

     30

24

      31

25 26 27 
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

28 29 
TAAS General
Meeting

Lisa Wood

ARE YOU WEARY OF MONACO? Tired of being 
entertained by oil magnates on their private Greek islands? 
Then jet on over to GNTO leaving all your equipment behind! 
Yes, a chair, a snack and jacket are all that are needed to have 
a fabulous star-studded evening that’s unlike any other. It’s a 
bit like being chauffeured around the universe: the telescope 
in the big dome is driven by various volunteers throughout the 
year—they all are professionally bonded and licensed, not to 
mention all the free-lance scopers out on the observing field. 
You don’t even need to bring a map—just ask for a deep-sky 
destination and you’re likely to get a free ride.

In the small dome a professional (CCD) photographer may 
be able to document your excursion. No tips necessary—just 
a smile and a thanks will do the trick. No tips or tuxedos 

are necessary. Ladies—no paparazzi there to disturb your 
privacy—skip the fancy ‘do and shoes. The (metaphorical) 
red carpet will be rolled out for you on these upcoming nights:

Saturday June 12: Free training on the Isengard limo (I mean 
telescope) will be offered to any and all members. Also 
between 8 and 9 p.m., our special feature will be Globular 
Clusters —some of the oldest stars in the universe, and 
“awards” will be given to anyone who makes their way up to 
the top of the dome to drop by. 

Saturday July 10: More summer gems will be displayed in a 
special observing program between 8 and 9 p.m. offered in 
the big dome—again with prizes (ok lapel buttons).

Please refer any questions about GNTO event themes to Lisa 
Wood at chaparral@comcast.net.

GNTO for the Rich and Famous
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Saturday, May 29, 2010
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map,page 12

A Celebration of the Life
 of George Pellegrino

1  2
ATM SIG
Meeting

3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10  11
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

12
GNTO Training

13 14 15 16
ATM SIG
Meeting

17
GNTO Meeting

18  19
Oak Flat Star 
Party

20 21 
Summer Solstice

22 23 24
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

25 26 Astronomy 
101, TAAS 
General
Meeting

27

     

28

      

29 30   

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

J u n e  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Video Interviews, Member Presentations
Share stories and memories of a shining star of TAAS.
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Nine TAAS Presidents commemorate the 10th anniversary of GNTO in 2002

continued on page 7 . . . 

Upon taking office, in about 1986, he presented his plan to the 
members for the club to grow, raise donations, obtain land, 
and build an observatory. To do that, George said, the Albu-
querque Astronomers must form a nonprofit corporation. Af-
ter the meeting, Helen Brasfield and her twelve-year-old son, 
Mike Fisk, introduced themselves. Helen told George that 
Mike wanted to design the observatory. George, not want-
ing to be discouraging, wel-
comed his help. By the next 
meeting, after research and 
work with an architect, Mike 
presented George with plans 
for an observatory that even-
tually became TAAS’ General 
Nathan Twining Observatory 
(GNTO). 

George’s plan to incorporate 
the club resulted in passionate discussion and serious consid-
eration. It finally passed by a majority vote of the membership. 
Mike Fisk volunteered to write the charter, articles of incorpo-
ration, and bylaws. He worked closely with member and law-
yer Allison Schuler to draft these documents. The name The 
Albuquerque Astronomical Society (TAAS) was chosen to avoid 
confusion with the American Astronomical Society (AAS). 
Under George’s leadership, TAAS grew in membership, and 
the regular monthly meetings moved from a small classroom 
to the current venue, Regener Hall. 

Col. Bill Isengard 
owned a large tele-
scope he intended to 
donate to TAAS on the 
condition it be used 
to present astrono-
my to Society mem-
bers, school children, 
and the community. 
George told Bill of his 
plans to obtain land, 

raise funds, and build an observatory to house what is known 
today as the Isengard Telescope. The scope was displayed at 
numerous fund-raising events in malls and at star parties to 
attract donations for an observatory.

TAAS sponsored a fund-raising event for the Clyde Tombaugh 
Scholarship Fund where Dr. Tombaugh addressed a packed 
house about his discovery of planet Pluto. George realized 
a lifelong dream of meeting the discoverer of Pluto. George 
talked about telescopes and the best location for an observato-
ry firsthand with Clyde as an expert and renowned observer.

The next challenge that the Society faced was to find land. 
George asked members to network for possible donors. Land 
opportunities were investigated and fell through. One day, 
George got a call from Jelly Murphy, who represented Nathan 
Twining, Jr., the owner of substantial land south and west of 
Belen. Nathan was the son of the late General Nathan Twin-
ing, a member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff under President 
Eisenhower. Some parcels of his land were inspected for suit-

ability. 

One of the Twining properties ex-
actly met the criteria for an obser-
vatory laid out by Dr. Tombaugh, 
but Nathan offered George a dif-
ferent, less-than-ideal property. 
George did some soul searching 
and went out to visit the ideal site 
on his own. At sunset, he stood 
where the property dropped off 
overlooking the Rio Puerco to the 
west. He gathered firewood, lit a 
small campfire, sat on the ground, 
and gazed into the darkening sky. 
As George meditated, he sensed 

acutely that he was being “told” that this was the place! He 
called Nathan the next day and told him the only suitable land 
for the observatory was this ideal parcel that Twining had not 
offered. Nathan had to think about it. A few days later, Nathan 
donated the desired parcel to TAAS. On March 31, 1990, in 
front of TV news cameras, TAAS broke ground for the new 
observatory with George delivering an inspiring address.
The push was on! Donations were collected and local busi-
nesses provided materials or sold materials at cost, yet a dome 

.  .  .  G e o r g e  P e l l e g r i n o — “ M r .  T A A S ”   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

In front of the dome at GNTO, 2002

Construction of the Robert Ortega Building, 2000

George and business partner 
Victoria Magown

George making a point
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had to be purchased or found. Funds were dwindling in the 
summer of 1990 when George made a pitch and passed the 
hat at a TAAS meeting. TAAS members donated $2,653, which 
Nathan Twining matched. Next, a newcomer to TAAS said 
he had a silo cap in his father’s barn in Wisconsin, and “it’s 
yours.” A month or so later, George received a phone call from 
a trucker who got wind of our need to transport the dome. 
He brought the dome to Albuquerque with only a donation 
receipt provided in return. TAAS got its dome! 

Construction continued through 1992. Naturally, George was 
on hand at the crowning mo-
ment to help guide the dome 
into place on top of the new 
observatory. The building 
was painted, and the Isen-
gard Cave telescope was put 
in place. The observatory 
site was ready to go. Sev-
eral years had elapsed from 
George’s dream to reality. 
Three different TAAS presi-
dents had served during the 
observatory construction. 
With George as President, 
The Albuquerque Astro-
nomical Society dedicated 
the General Nathan Twining 
Observatory in August of 
1992 with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and a proclama-
tion from Governor Bruce 
King. Having organized the construction of the observatory, 
George was the first GNTO Committee chair.

Upon completion of the observatory, George agreed to serve 
another term as president. He re-injected his enthusiasm 
and energy, assuring the continued success of the organiza-
tion. Among other enduring achievements, George initiated a 
number of TAAS awards, including the Lt. Col. Bill Isengard 
Award for generosity and the John Dobson Award for sharing 
education, which are still given annually.  

We are grateful and indebted to the legacy of George’s vision, 
drive, boundless energy, enthusiasm, and leadership in lay-
ing the foundation of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society, 
making GNTO a reality, and helping bring astronomy and 
scientific observation to fellow astronomers, students, and the 
public. George provided the example for capable leadership 
to follow in order to make TAAS what it is today. It is safe to 
say that it was pretty much impossible to be around George 
for more than a few minutes and not be infected by his enthu-
siasm for astronomy, for TAAS, and for bringing the joy and 
wonder of astronomy to the public.

If anyone deserves the title “Mr. TAAS,” it is George Pellegri-
no. He will be sorely missed.

Eldorado High and Queen of 
Heaven School Star Parties Cap 

09-10 School Year
Tom Davies

The April 13 star party at Eldorado High School was a 
telescopes-only event with eleven telescopes, including one 
from student Zachary Flores, for the 75 students in attendance. 
Dee Friesen, George Petropoulos, Gordon Pegue, Gary 
Bodman,  John Laning, Trish Kincaid, and Bob Hufnagel, 
and I brought telescopes. Melissa Kirk had binoculars, and 
Steve Welch set up his telescope and video monitor.  Dee did 
a constellation tour asking many questions of the students. It 
was nice to see how well they knew the answers.

The season’s last star party was held May 4 at Queen of 
Heaven School. This school was on our waiting list for a 
cancellation. We did a Category 1 star party with classroom 
sessions by Bob Havlin,  Bob Hufnagel, and Tom Grzybowski. 
John Laning, Gordon Pegue, Trish Logan,and Melissa Kirk 
provided night-sky views in spite of the late twilight and 
unfortunate parking lot lights. Trish taught students how 
to use the telescope and use the Telrad. Amy Grochowski, 
Curator of UNM’s Maxwell Museum of Anthropology, showed 
the students the constellations according to the Maya in the 
Starlab portable planetarium. Although the school is small, the 
students made up for it in enthusiasm. 

Amy will present the Maya constellations in the Starlab again 
on June 19. This event is open to the public. For details, call 
277-2924.

Thanks to all of you who supported the Education Team over 
this last school year. We look forward to next school year.  
We have 12 star parties scheduled for the next school year. 
Please let us know if you are interested in getting involved 
with this great effort. The reward is in the smiles and sparked 
interest of the students and parents. I don’t know how often we 
are asked if that’s a picture we are seeing in the telescope or  
hear, “WOW, I can see the rings!”

Additionally,  thanks to Bob for helping us transition and to 
Tom and Trish for their continued support.

Your TAAS Education Team: Tom Davies, Trish Logan, Tom 
Grzybowski 

UNM Campus Observatory Closed until Fall
Robert Williams

The UNM Campus Observatory will be CLOSED for the 
summer. They will re-open again on Friday evenings at the 
end of August when the fall semester begins.  Thank you to all 
those who came out and helped with all the visitors this spring 
and last fall. It was a good season of observing on the nights 
we actually were able to observe. I look forward to seeing you 
again next season when we begin again.

George Pellegrino at his office

.  .  .  G e o r g e  P e l l e g r i n o — “ M r .  T A A S ”
  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  6
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

TAAS Board of Directors Meeting
April 22, 2010

University of New Mexico (UNM) Physics and Astronomy Building

Directors present: Gordon Pegue, Pete Eschman, Robert Williams 
(President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Tom Davies, 
Robert Havlen, Dave Pitonzo, Larry Cash, Steve Snider (Vice President)
 
Directors absent: Daniel Zirzow, Tyler  Love, Ray Collins, and Steve Welch 
are excused.

Guests present: Lynne Olson,  Brad and Michelle Hamlin.

The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. The minutes from the March Board 
Meeting are approved.

Finance:
The TAAS tax and annual registration 
forms had George Pellegrino’s name. 
Dan Clark changed the forms so in-
stead of George’s name, they now 
have Dan’s name. The business cards 
Dan Clark ordered have an incorrect 
e-mail address. The correct e-mail 
address is email@taas.org. Pete sug-
gested that each person possessing 
business cards correct the e-mail 
address manually. Corrections to 
the e-mail address will also be made 
the next time business cards are or-
dered. Starting with the May Board 
Meeting, the Treasurer will report ac-
count balances as of the end of the 
previous month.

Account balances as of April 6, 2010:
General Fund: $ 10963.34 
GNTO Fund: $ 9140.49 
Education Fund: $ 5790.64 
Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund:  $  1363.96
Special Projects Fund: $ 5457.23 
Science Fair Fund: $ 575.00 
Cosmic Carnival Fund: $ 123.85 
Astronomical League Reserve:  $ 188.46 
Total Funds on Deposit: $ 33602.97

Total Expenses for March 7–April 6:  $ 3172.77 
Total Income for March 7–April 6:  $ 565.54 

GNTO: 
Lisa Wood has taken over the Events task area from Bill Wallace, and Bill 
has taken over the Buildings and Grounds task area from Will Ferrell. Bill 
Wallace will continue to send announcements to the Board of Directors 
Official E-mail List for the time being until new arrangements are made.

At the Messier Marathon, there were 17 telescopes and 25 observers. Carl 
Frisch observed all but three of the Messier objects, followed by John 
Lanning, who observed all but six. Several people observed at least 80 
objects. 

At the Equinox picnic, there were 20 telescopes and 40 participants. 
Robert coordinated the picnic. Steve Welch and Pete worked on the bin-
ocular telescope during the evening of the picnic. GNTO has two 26-mm 
eyepieces that fit in the binocular telescope. Steve and Pete would like 

to obtain two 20-mm eyepieces to fit in the binocular telescope. Steve 
owns one of the same type of eyepiece as the 20-mm eyepiece they are 
considering purchasing, and they want to see if objects come into focus 
with the 20- mm eyepiece in the binocular telescope. 

The Board approved by unanimous vote the name Pellegrino Park for 
the observing field at GNTO. A formal observing field dedication cere-
mony will be held later this year. Gordon Pegue e-mailed Brad Hamlin 
about George’s passing. Gordon and Brad are reviewing ways to note the 
new name. Gordon presented an idea about a permanent memorial for 
George Pellegrino at GNTO and then introduced Brad Hamlin to the as-
sembled Board.  Brad was an active member of TAAS at the same time 
as George Pellegrino. Brad spoke about Gordon’s idea to commemorate 
George by placing a solid stone bench near the fire pit. Brad volunteered 
to provide funding and other support to realize Gordon’s idea. The Board 
agreed TAAS should move forward with funding the bench with pri-

vate donations, and it also granted 
Gordon the discretion to oversee 
the project. In addition, TAAS will 
fund and have made a commemora-
tive plaque with George’s name. The 
plaque will be located in the Ortega 
Building.

Membership:
1. The Membership Committee met 
on April 7. Lynne Olson, Bill Firth, 
Chris Hamilton, Mike Roth, and 
Robert Williams attended the meet-
ing. The Committee members dis-
cussed the current tasks assigned to 
them, and they will continue to de-
termine ways to share the tasks. 
2. The large plastic box TAAS 

stores at Regener Hall contains a three-ring binder with sign-in sheets 
for members and visitors. Steve Snider and/or Robert Williams will en-
sure the sheets are circulated at the general meetings and given to the 
Membership Committee after the meetings. The Membership Committee 
will contact the visitors who leave contact information.  
3. Tom Davies contacted two new members last month and will continue 
to do so as new members join TAAS. Bill Firth has been sharing the por-
table document files he created.

Loaner Telescope Program: Barry Spletzer will take possession of the 
125-mm telescope currently in the large plastic box. It will be included in 
the Loaner Telescope Program for use by TAAS members.

Public Relations: Robert is working with Larry Cash and Gordon to 
improve the Web site. Will Ferrell will assume the Webmaster position. 
The TAAS Facebook pages have about 100 friends, most of which are not 
TAAS members. Friends can post comments on Facebook pages.

Mentorship:  Lynne Olson explained that the program is going well, 
and she recently reassigned mentors to new mentees, because some of 
the mentees have not contacted their mentors. There have already been 
some successful repairings. 

Education:
1. Telescopes for Teachers: Two of the teachers were at the Eldorado High 
School star party. TAAS member Amy Grochowski is a curator for educa-
tion and public programs for the UNM Maxwell Museum. She requested 

On the Event Horizon

ATM SIG Meeting .......................................Wed., May 19
Explora Adult Night ..................................... Thu., May 21
Open Space Star Party ..................................Sat., May 22
TAAS Board of Directors Meeting  ........... Thu., May 27
TAAS General Meeeting  ..............................Sat., May 29
ATM SIG Meeting .........................................Wed., June 2
GNTO Training ..............................................Sat., June 12

continued on page 10…
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T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s
L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n

• Chaco Canyon•         
 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat•                    
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, 
Seconds:

Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, 
then divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman for GNTO information.

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581  Albuquerque, NM 87181

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, June 11.

Please e-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. Please do not embed photos 
in text. Attach photos and illustrations 
separately. The e-mail address for the 
newsletter editor is editor@taas.org.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on the 
first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

TAAS Sky Quality Meter

TAAS has a Unihedron Sky Quality 
Meter available for use by members.  
You can borrow this meter from 
David Penasa at (505) 277-1141 (W) or 
(505) 275-2480(H).  The SQM may be 
reserved on a first-come, first-served 
basis for durations up to one week.  
Compare the sky brightness at your 
favorite viewing site with other sites.  
TAAS events such as school star 
parties, Messier SIG, and GNTO take 
priority. 

Treasurer’s Report
Schedule Revised

No report this month

Dan Clark

The TAAS Board of Directors has 
changed the reporting time for the 
monthly Treasurer’s report. Reports 
will now run from the 1st to the end of 
the month instead of overlapping parts 
of two months. There will be no Trea-
surer’s report published this month. 
The report for May will appear in June. 
Thereafter, the report released each 
month will cover the previous month’s 
activity.

Editor’s note: Names of recent donors, new 
members, and the monthly membership tal-
lies usually found on this page—all excerpt-
ed from the Treasurer’s report—will resume 
in next month’s newsletter.

Note from Treasurer

Astronomical League 
Membership
 and Renewal

Dan Clark

Hello TAAS members. It is time to 
renew our and your Astronomi-
cal League membership. League 
membership is a 12-month period 
from July to June.  I need each 
member who is planning to re-
new or to join the league to send 
in $7.50 by the end of June. (TAAS, 
P.O. Box 50581, Albuquerque, NM  
87181-0581). If you sent your dues 
for the Astronomical League be-
tween January 2010 and end of 
June 2010 you are OK. This mem-
bership does not run the same 
time as your club membership 
and can be a little confusing. If you 
have any questions please contact 
Dan Clark, Treasurer.
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. . . G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

to use the TAAS inflatable planetarium in June. In return, she will also use 
the planetarium to present the planetarium shows at Madison Middle 
School.
2. The Education Committee has set dates for school star parties for the 
next school year. Three of the parties are category 3. Seven are category 
1.
3. Bob Havlen tested the Night Sky Network Rocks in Space Toolkit at the 
New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science (NMMNHS) with an 
asteroid group consisting of 8th-graders and at the Albuquerque High 
School star party.

Events Retrospect:
1. There were 11 telescopes at the category 3 star party at Eldorado High 
School. Dee Friesen did a sky tour at the Eldorado High School star party. 
The telescopes were set up on the band practice field. 
2. The Bosque Farms School star party which was scheduled for May 4 
was cancelled. The date was offered to and accepted by Queen of Heaven 
School. This school had been on the list of schools that have requested 
star parties. The party will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
3. The events scheduled for April 2 and 16 at the UNM Campus Observatory 
were cancelled. 
4. The event on April 9 at UNM had six telescopes and more than 100 
attendees. Most of the attendees were students. College of Central New 
Mexico instructors brought two classes for work on an astronomy lab.

Events Prospect:
1. The Telescope Amnesty event still needs to be scheduled. TAAS is wait-
ing for Explora Science Center to give TAAS some possible dates.
2. A memorial service in honor of George Pellegrino will be held on May 
1. Steve said he has not scheduled a speaker for the May general meeting, 
and he suggested using this meeting to commemorate George.  Barry 
Spletzer and others are preparing a detailed article about George and 
his contributions to TAAS. The article will appear in the May issue of the 
Sidereal Times. Gordon explained that Jim Palmer interviewed George 
after the October general meeting. Jim recorded the interview, and he 
will create copies of the interview for TAAS and George’s family.
3. Dean Hines will discuss planetary accretion theory at the April general 

meeting, and David Pitonzo will discuss observation of planets during 
the Astronomy 101 session prior to the meeting.
4. The next star party at Oak Flat will be held on May 8. A couple of Cub 
Scout groups will be at this star party.
5. The star party that had been scheduled for May 15 at Chaco Culture 
Historical National Park (CCHNP) has been cancelled due to ongoing 
renovations of the Visitor Center. Robert will contact G.B. Cornucopia to 
discuss a possible star party date in the fall.
6. A New Moon event has been scheduled for May 15 at GNTO. 
7. May 21 is the next date in the Explora Adult Night series. Karen Keese 
will distribute information as the date approaches.
8. The star party with the Albuquerque Open Space Division is scheduled 
for May 22. Venus, Mars, and Saturn will be visible on this date. The party 
will be held at the Open Space Visitor Center, south of Paseo del Norte, 
at 6500 Coors Blvd. TAAS needs to schedule a date in the fall with the 
Division.
9. The Texas Star Party will be held from May 9 to May 16.
10. The Maize Maze will occur from September 3 to October 31. TAAS will 
host a star party on one evening during the Maize Maze.
11. Dee Friesen will collect donations for the Cosmic Carnival event to be 
held in September.
12. The Los Alamos Chamber of Commerce will host the Next Big Idea 
Festival on July 17. The event will feature many hands-on activities. The 
organizers of this event contacted TAAS and asked if TAAS would con-
sider participating in this event. Robert Williams contacted Lee Mesibov 
of the El Valle Astronomers about this event.
13. The Board is consulting with a representative of the Bernalillo County 
Open Space Division regarding the possibility of holding an event with 
the Division. The event will likely occur on the grounds of the Hubbell 
House on Isleta Blvd. TAAS will invite the representative to the May 22 star 
party at the Albuquerque Open Space Visitor’s Center.

Old Business: Edits of the Compendium to bring it up to date as of the 
end of 2009 are still in progress.

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.

news, we would like to thank a very generous individ-
ual who made an anonymous donation of $1,000 to our 
GNTO capital improvement fund.

Future GNTO events include New Moon observing May 
15 and June 12. Our June event will also include Training 
sessions, starting at 8:30 p.m. For more information on 
themes for these GNTO events, please see Lisa Wood’s 
note elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Steve Welch heads up our CCD imaging program. If you 
are interested in taking part, please contact him at 505-
866-7668. Steve can have our CCD imaging equipment 
ready to go in the 10-foot dome, so you can learn about 
imaging and take some of your own pictures. We have 
the heated Robert Ortega Building open, and our Guest 

Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks 
you might want to share. We’ve got a bunch of great 
equipment waiting for you at GNTO, so plan your next 
trip to GNTO soon.

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members.  These meetings are a great way to get 
more involved with your observatory. We meet every oth-
er month at 6:30 p.m. Our next committee meetings are 
June 17 and August 26. We meet at Mannie’s Restaurant, 
2900 Central Avenue SE (SE corner of Girard and Central). 
If you have questions about GNTO, please contact me (Pe-
ter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 505-873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8
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Robert Williams
President

president@taas.org
270-5857

Steve Snider
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
slsnider423 at yahoo dot com

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinator

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com

Tom Davies
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
821-1232

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Tyler Love
Director

Photo
not

tylerrlove at yahoo dot com                    available

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523
gpegue at comcast dot net

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director / UNM Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org
dzirzow at unm dot edu

2 0 1 0  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   294-4601  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   864-3544 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Pete Eschman   873-1517  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell      webmaster@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S /A DV E RT I S E M E N T S:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment 

Trader, Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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