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August: Astronomy 101 

by Dave Pitonzo

THIS MONTH’S “Astronomy 101” 
will be a presentation by member 
Mike Roth entitled “Urban Astrono-
my.” Mike is both a long-time ama-
teur astronomer and city dweller so 
he knows full well the challenges 
of trying to make observations in a 
light-polluted environment. Never-
theless, there are many projects that 
a stargazer can pursue in the city, 
and Mike will enlighten us about 
his ideas and experiences as an ur-
ban astronomer. Come hear Mike’s 
presentation at Regener Hall at 6:00 
p.m. before the general meeting on  
August 21.

What the critics have said about 
Mike’s presentation:
        “…brilliant…a tour de force…”
  —Gene Shalit
 “… three thumbs up!”
 —Roger Ebert
 “ Mike knows everything.”

  —Barry Spletzer

by Dave Pitonzo

The members of TAAS were treated to a 
special event for the June meeting at Re-
gener Hall.  Accent Windows generously 
provided funds to award cash prizes for 
outstanding projects in astronomy at the 
2010 Central New Mexico Science and 
Engineering Challenge. TAAS members 
Dee Friesen, Charlie Mullen, and Dave 
Pitonzo were on hand to judge the event, 
held at UNM in March. Six of the eight 
winners were present at the meeting, 
some with their projects. 

June: 2010 Science Fair Winners Presented

From left to right, Josh Tucker, Eagle Ridge Middle School, Rio Rancho, “Measuring Coronal 
Mass Ejections”; Travis Crockett, Sue Cleveland High School, Rio Rancho, “Clockwork in M1”; 
Elias Clark, Cibola High School, APS, “The Effect of Radiative Opacity on Stellar Evolution”; 
Dave Pitonzo, event judge; Brenda Campa, Sandhill Center 6th grade, Los Lunas, “Correla-
tion of Coronal Mass Ejections with the Solar Sunspot Cycle”; Nikita Bogdanov, Albuquerque 
Academy HighSchool, “Galaxy in a Bucket”; and Nathaniel Pfeifer, Homeschool, “Measure-
ment of the Reflectivity of the Moon Part II: Waxing vs. Waning Hysteresis.”

In the Heart of the Galactic Center

There is now overwhelming evidence 
for the presence of a supermassive 

black hole in the center of our own galaxy, 
the Milky Way. Infrared observations have 
shown detailed stellar motions in the 
central parts outlining complete orbits 
around a very massive object. At radio 
wavelengths an extremely compact object, 
Sgr A*, is seen with a size close to the 
Schwarzschild radius of this massive object. 
With these observations the required mass 
density of the massive object has been 
determined, which is close to the ultimate 

limit of a supermassive black hole within 
the last stable orbit for matter.

   —Dr. Ylva Philstrom

Dr. Ylva Philstrom will speak at the TAAS 
General Meeting August  21 at 7:00 p.m. 
at Regener Hall. See the map on the back 
page of this newsletter.
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Welcome back, Sidereal Times! 

BECAUSE of unforeseen circumstances, it has 
been a couple of months since we last published 
an issue of the Sidereal Times, but things are 
back in order and the newsletter should be out 
on a regular basis again. This issue will run a 
little long to catch up on TAAS business of the 
last two months, so this month’s President’s 
Message will update you on past events and 
fill you in on coming events.

TAAS hosted its second Oak Flat Star Party 
of the summer on Saturday, June 19.  The 
day started out completely clear, with clouds 
moving in as dusk fell.  Despite the persistent 
clouds we had nice views of the Moon, Saturn, 
Mars, and a few deep-sky objects through the 
openings in the clouds. We had more than 20 
telescopes and binoculars set up for the just 
over 100 who showed up despite the clouds. 
Those who waited until the sky cleared about 
10:00 p.m. were treated to some great views. 

Our next Oak Flat Star Party was on July 17, 
and the weather cooperated allowing for 
a very successful TAAS picnic prior to the 
star party with about 70 members and their 
guests attending.  The good food, company, 
and weather all added up to an outstanding 
picnic and star party. We had more than 36 
telescopes and binoculars set up.  For the first 
time since I have been doing these star parties, 
the field was entirely filled up with telescopes.  
It was an amazing sight with nearly 200 people 
enjoying views of many deep-sky objects 
along with Saturn, Mars, and Venus. Clouds 
delayed the constellation tour until about 
10:30 p.m., when they cleared. The remaining 
visitors were treated to a green-laser tour of 
the constellations and their lore. For those 
who stuck it out until just after midnight we 
had some great views of Jupiter as well.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Robert Williams

We have two more Oak Flat Star Parties this 
year—Saturday, August 14, and Saturday, 
September 4. We have been very lucky this 
year with weather, and despite some clouds 
at each of the previous events they have all 
turned out to be very successful and a lot of 
fun.  I hope you will consider coming out and 
joining the fun at the next Oak Flat Star Party.

ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, we will be 
presenting Cosmic Carnival along with 
the City of Albuquerque Cultural Services 
Department in conjunction with the Arts in the 
Park at the Anderson Abruzzo Albuquerque 
International Balloon Museum.  TAAS will 
again present an afternoon of science and 
astronomy, partnering with others such as 
Sandia National Labs, UNM Physics and 
Astronomy Department, Museum of Natural 
History and Science, Explora, NRAO Very 
Large Array (VLA), and Sunspot National 
Solar Observatory.
  We need volunteers to help with solar 
telescopes, TAAS table, portable planetarium, 
and other activities.  Cosmic Carnival runs 
from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., and we need help 
with setup and teardown  If you can help in 
any way, please contact me at president@taas.
org.  Any help would be appreciated.

We have had a busy year so far with lots of 
star parties, picnics, and other events and are 
looking at a busy fall with star parties at the 
Maize Maze, Albuquerque Open Space, and 
Placitas to name a few. In the next few weeks, 
TAAS will resume hosting Friday evenings 
at the UNM Campus Observatory along with 
our very popular School Star Parties, so please 
consider coming out and helping to bring 
astronomy to the people of New Mexico.
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J u l y  1 7 :  O u t s t a n d i n g  O a k  F l a t  P i c n i c  a n d  S t a r  P a r t y

Panoramic view of the observing field at Oak Flat on July 17. Photo by Robert Williams.

Foodline at the picnic as members and guests dig into a terific barbeque provided by TAAS and 
its members. Photo by John Boedeker.

TAAS members and guests enjoying their meals at the Oak 
Flat Picnic. Photos by Robert Williams.
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NOPE, this isn’t a movie review about a bunch of guys 
in metal hats and red capes. It’s a little more astronomical 
than that.  I’m not really a hard-core observer, but I do 
like to complete object lists.  I have run down the Messier 
110, the TAAS 200, and the Herschel 400.  The first two 
were quite a treat.  The Herschel 400 was a lot of drudgery 
and straining at semi-imaginary gray fuzzballs against a 
gray background.

As a somewhat jaded observer with a big telescope and 
a knack for finding those fuzzies, I am offering you a 
personal tour of these astronomical delights.  I intend 
to trek to some reasonably dark site (e.g., GNTO, Oak 
Flat) once a month or so to locate, observe, and guide you 
through the Messier 110 and the TAAS 200.  The goal, in 
keeping with the article title, is to find at least 300 of the 
310 objects.  I am sure by then a certificate of completion 

The Head and Shoulders Nebula (TAAS-61), one of the very nice 
TAAS 200 objects.

containing some lame puns about the Spartans will be 
available and will likely be unsuitable for framing.

Perhaps best of all, you need not own a telescope to 
participate.  Any TAAS member can choose from the fine 
selection of loaner scopes available free through telescope_
loans@taas.org.  With available apertures up to 13 inches, 
even the dimmest of the TAAS 200 need not elude you.  
If you prefer, you may dispense with the scope entirely 
and just view what shows up in my scope or those of the 
other friendly TAAS members joining us on this hunt.

I do not intend this to be a TAAS Special Interest Group 
or anything formal, just a loose, friendly group doing 
some amateur astronomy. I will post messages to TAAS-L 
announcing when and where to go. If you are interested, 
please call me at 228-4384.

300
Barry Spletzer

The Coat Hanger Cluster (TAAS-173). Overlooked by Messier, 
Herschel, and NGC but a worthwhile binocular object.
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continued on page 10...

Browse the TAAS Store online at
www.taas.org

Look for the link on TAAS homepage.

THERE WERE a lot of GNTO events this time, so I will 
keep the summaries brief.

Bill Wallace opened the facility for our May 15 New Moon 
event. He was assisted by Steve Welch, while Lisa Wood 
served as host for the Isengard telescope. We had good 
attendance with at least 22 observers and 11 telescopes 
in operation. Observing highlights included a double 
ISS/Shuttle pass. We thank Carl Frisch for dragging the 
road to smooth out our drive.

June 5 saw a spontaneous GNTO observing event, 
prompted by a message exchange on our TAAS-L e-mail 
list server. Gordon Pegue and Steve Welch opened the 
facility, and over 20 people attended through the course 
of the night. At least 12 telescopes were in operation. 
Observing highlights included a pass of the XB37 space 
plane visible to the naked eye, several good meteors, and 
some very nice views of a number of deep-space objects. 
Viewing continued well past 2:30 a.m.

Our June 12 New Moon observing event was combined 
with several training sessions introducing people to 
GNTO, the Isengard telescope, and various loaner 
telescopes. Lisa Wood opened the facility. A bit later, 
Gordon Pegue, Larry Cash and Carl Frisch showed up to 
do ground maintenance and help Lisa greet guests. Tom 
Davies helped Lisa with training sessions for 14 people. 
Lisa, Gordon, and Larry conducted a tour of globular 
clusters on the Isengard later that evening, and buttons 
were handed out proclaiming “Dobs and Globs.” 
Observing highlights included: an Iridium satellite flash 
of -7 magnitude was observed to the southwest around 
11 p.m.; Lisa reported the best view of the Swan Nebula 
she had ever seen; and one guest said they were in awe 
of the sight of two galaxies in the same field of view in 
the Isengard. All told there were 21 observers and at 
least 8 telescopes for this very successful event.

OUR MOST RECENT GNTO Committee Meeting took 
place on June 17 and was attended by Larry Cash, Ray 
Collins, Pete Eschman, Lance Hurt, Melissa Kirk, Gordon 
Pegue, Bill Wallace, Steve Welch, Robert Williams, and 
Lisa Wood. Larry’s proposal for site improvements was 
accepted. We outlined plans for other improvements, 
including bolting the Telrad base to the Isengard tube 
(Steve did this later), modifying the Bino scope’s optical 
finder to include three more centering screws and a 
objective lens cap (thanks to Barry Spletzer for the 
machining), and purchase of an illuminated reticule 

Peter EschmanG N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s

finder for the C-11, a portable HEPA-filtered hand 
vacuum for dust control in the 10-foot dome, an eyepiece 
storage box to be attached to the side of the Bino scope, 
and a used TeleVue 17mm plössl to round out an 
eyepiece pair for the Bino Scope. We discussed the need 
to modify the speed of the Isengard electric focuser, and 
are awaiting upgraded firmware and software from 
Starizona to accomplish this.

A few days later, on June 22, Larry, Pete, Gordon, 
Steve, and Carl, met at GNTO to discuss details for 
site improvements and to flag various boundaries. We 
will purchase a large quantity of crusher fine gravels to 
be spread throughout the facility and have obtained a 
donation of some of the materials from Jim Deal of New 
Mexico Travertine. Many thanks go to Larry for heading 
up these work efforts to improve the facility. Larry has 
also had help from Gordon and Carl in preparing plans 
and discussing options.

Our next scheduled event for GNTO took place on July 
10. This was to be a New Moon observing chance, but the 
winds and clouds had other ideas. Thanks go to Lisa and 
Steve for opening the facility. Over 20 people showed 
up and had a good time socializing in the Robert Ortega 
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A u g u s t  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 
ATM SIG
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5 6
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

7
GNTO NM 
Observing

8 9 10 11 12  13 14
Oak Flat Star 
Party

 15 16 17 18
ATM SIG
Meeting

19
Board of 
Directors
Meeting

20 21
Astronomy 101, 
TAAS General
Meeting

22 23 24 25 26
GNTO 
Committee
Meeting

27 28
GNTO Fall 
Cleanup

29

     

30

      

31   

. . . June: Science Fair Winners Presented
continued from page 1

First place high school winner Elias Clark presented “The Ef-
fects of Stellar Opacity on Stellar Evolution.”  Only a freshman 
at Cibola High School, it was obvious that Elias spent lots of time 
studying all aspects of the evolutionary process of stars. Nikita 
Bogdanov, from Albuquerque Academy High School presented 
his “Galaxy in a Bucket” project, complete with hardware of his 
own construction, demonstrating a hydrodynamic model for the 
origin of spiral structure. Travis Crockett, from Sue Cleveland 
High School in Rio Rancho showed how he was able to detect 
the Crab Nebula pulsar signal using “off the shelf” components 
with his second place-winning “Clockwork in M1” project. Na-
thaniel Pfeiffer returned again this year with a follow-up on his 
study of “Measurement of the Reflectivity of the Moon Part II: 
Waxing vs. Waning Hysteresis” using a sophisticated analysis 
based on the Lambert function. Needless to say, all the projects 

were outstanding and it was difficult to decide the place order 
for awards.

The middle schoolers were no slouches! Brenda Campa from 
Sandhill Center in Los Lunas attended the meeting represent-
ing her project “Correlation of Coronal Mass Ejections with 
the Sunspot Cycle”. Josh Tucker from Eagle Ridge MS in Rio 
Rancho studied “Measuring Coronal Mass Ejections”. Solar 
activity must be a popular thing among middle school stu-
dents! Two other middle school winners, Hannah Kittleson 
(“Locating the Center of the Galaxy”) and Kori Nau (“Sky 
Glow”) were unable to attend.

The students spent over an hour during the social function 
mingling with club members and talking astronomy. We sin-
cerely hope that they will all take advantage of their free one 
year membership in TAAS to become active in our hobby. Af-
ter all, they are the future of astronomy!
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SaturdayAugust 21, 2010
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map,page 12

In the Heart of the Galactic Center
Evidence and Research of a Supermassive

Black Hole at the Center of the Milky Way Galaxy

Dr. Ylva Philstrom
UNM Department of Physics and Astronomy

1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

4
Oak Flat Star 
Party

5
Cosmic Carnival

6 7 8 9 10 11
GNTO NM, Open 
House, Picnic, 
Training

12 13 14 Manzano 
Mesa
Elementary
        School Star
            Party

15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16 Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

17 18 
Astronomy 101, 
TAAS General
Meeting

19  20 21 22
Fall Equinox

23 24 25
Maize Maze

26
     

27
      

28 29 30

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Melissa Kirk

TAAS Board of Directors Meeting
May 27, 2010

University of New Mexico (UNM) Physics and Astronomy Building

Directors present: Gordon Pegue, Pete Eschman, Robert Williams 
(President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Robert 
Havlen, Dave Pitonzo, Larry Cash, Steve Snider (Vice President), 
Daniel Zirzow, Ray Collins, Steve Welch
 
Directors absent: Tyler Love, Tom Davies.

The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. The minutes from the April 
Board meeting are approved.

President’s Remarks:
Gordon received a request for 
help at the Desert Starlight Star 
Party. The star party will take 
place at Brantley Lake State 
Park on the weekend of June 
4 and 5. The park is about 12 
miles north of Carlsbad, NM. 
The star party will be called 
Desert Starlight, and the orga-
nizers are hoping to get some 
stargazers from Texas and New 
Mexico. Robert can post the re-
quest on the TAAS-L list server.

Dan Clark handed Robert 
Williams a letter from a man 
saying the man has a GoTo tele-
scope complete with Sun filter 
and dolly on which to mount it. 
He also has a black and white 
video camera. The equipment 
is circa 2000. If the equipment 
would work for one of the educational programs, especially for 
young astronomers, he would gladly donate it to TAAS. Robert will 
call the man within the next couple of days and let him know TAAS 
is interested in having him donate the equipment. TAAS members 
could take the telescope to school star parties and Oak Flat.

Robert received the notice last month about the science fair win-
ners. Dave Pitonzo has been trying to contact the winners, and TAAS 
is planning to have the science fair winners present their projects at 
the June general meeting. If five or six of the eight winners present 
their projects, then the entire meeting can be dedicated to their 
presentations. This year’s winners will be told that if they want to 
receive the prize money, they either have to be present at the June 
general meeting with their project, or TAAS will mail the winners 
their prize money after the meeting.

Dave Pitonzo asked if the science fair winners can have membership 
cards since TAAS is giving the winners complimentary memberships. 

They will get membership cards. Dan has the names, addresses, and 
phone numbers of the winners. Award certificates will be printed 
for the winners.

Finance:
There is no financial report this month. This is the transitional 
month. Starting next month the financial reports will be on the new 
schedule.

Membership:
It may take four to six weeks to process checks. The post office is far 
from Dan’s home, and Dan goes to the post office when he is in the 
vicinity of the post office for his job. He tries to process materials at 
the first of the month and the middle of the month. The Treasurer’s 
report is due at the end of the month.

Public Relations:
 A couple of weeks ago, Robert 
posted a call on the list server 
for pictures of TAAS events. He 
received a couple of photos. 
Robert called and talked to a 
reporter from one of the small 
free newspapers. She asked 
questions about what we do 
and asked if he had pictures. 
He forwarded to her some of 
the pictures he had received of 
TAAS events. The newspaper 
will do a feature about TAAS. 
Robert asked the reporter to 
email Robert as soon as the 
feature is published. Robert 
will email the reporter and 
find out when the feature will 
be published. Robert gave her 
pictures and some information 
and told her dates of upcoming 
TAAS events. 

Robert received an email from a representative of the New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History and Science (NMMNHS) planetarium to-
day. She is putting together the monthly calendar with the star chart 
on it, and she has been publishing many of the TAAS events. Robert 
will give her notice about our upcoming events.

Events Retrospect:
1. For the last event held at the Albuquerque Open Space Visitor’s 
Center at 6500 Coors Blvd., there were 182 people according to 
the count of the people who walked in through the front door. Jodi 
Hedderig gave Robert the count after the event. There may have 
been people who did not get counted. One-third were children. 
Robert met with Kevin McKeown on Thursday night at Flying Star 
Café, and they put a slide show together. Kevin showed the same 
slide show four times. They did the pocket solar system activity 

On the Event Horizon

Oak Flat Star Party ........................................... Sat., August 14
ATM SIG Meeting ........................................... Wed., August 18
TAAS Board of Directors Meeting  .................Thu., August 19
TAAS General Meeeting  .................................. Sat., August 21
GNTO Committee Meeting .............................Thu., August 22
GNTO Fall Cleanup ..........................................Sat., August 28
ATM SIG Meeting ...................................... Wed., September 1
Sidereal Times Deadline ................................Fri., September 3
Oak Flat Star Party .......................................Sat., September 4
Cosmic Carnival  ..........................................Sun., September 5
GNTO New Moon Observing, Open House,
   Fall Equinox Picnic, Training ...................Sat., September 11

continued on page 12…

• May •
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L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, then 
divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is available 
by request only, so please contact Pete 
Eschman for GNTO information.

General
ALBERT BRETTNER, FRIENDS OF 

GEORGE PELLEGRINO, 
ROY HAMIL, JERRY LOVE, 

RICHARD SCHIEK, UNITED WAY
•

Education
FRIENDS OF GEORGE 

PELLEGRINO, MOUNTAINSIDE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

•
GNTO

FRIENDS OF GEORGE 
PELLEGRINO, ROY HAMIL, 

STEVE WELCH
•

Dark Sky
ARIEL BOSTON, ROY HAMIL,

STEVE WELCH

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, September 3. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on 
the first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u n e  2 0 1 0

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 200 195 5
Family 71 61 10
Educational 12 10 2
Military 1 1 0
Total Paid 284 266 18
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 38 38 0
Total Members 329 311 18

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  o r 
R e t u r n i n g  T A A S  M e m b e r s

•

MARK KIMMEL

BOB MORGAN 

MARIOS PATTICHIS

LUKE REDURUS

RICHARD SCHIEK

CHELLE SLACK

NICK SOWKO

•
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. . . G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  5

building. Even though strong winds prohibited opening 
the dome shutter, Lisa was able to show off the Isengard 
to several newcomers. Steve repaired some cold solder 
joints on the Isengard electric focuser hand pad and 
replaced the rheostat in the Bino scope Telrad. Much 
good conversation and company was had, and although 
only about 10 stars were visible through the course of the 
evening, Steve’s subtitle for the night was: “There’s more 
to TAAS than just a bunch of people looking at the night 
sky through telescopes”.

We were pleased to see that Carl Frisch used his tractor 
to complete most of the dirt work needed to make site 
improvements. The improvements include an expanded 
parking area, a new path from the parking area to the 
outhouse, a small observing field expansion to the 
southwest of the 10-foot dome, and removal of the berm 
and uneven surface between the main dome and the 
Robert Ortega Building. We are very grateful for all the 
time that Carl has donated to make these improvements 
a reality. 

Future GNTO events include our Fall Cleanup on August 
28, followed by our Fall Equinox Picnic on September 
11. We will have more details about the cleanup to share 
at our general meeting on August 21 and by way of 
messages on our TAAS-L email list.

WE’VE GOT A LOT PLANNED for September 11, 
including a GNTO Open House starting at 4 p.m., our Fall 
Equinox Potluck Picnic at 5:30 p.m., our “Introduction 
to GNTO and the Isengard Telescope” training session 
at 7:00 p.m. As the evening progresses, we will offer a 
green laser constellation tour and take advantage of a 
New Moon observing. This event will also celebrate the 
dedication of the “Pellegrino Park Observing Field” and 
other memorials to George Pellegrino. 

Our GNTO Open House offers the perfect opportunity 
to visit GNTO for the first time, or to check on recent site 
improvements. Our picnic consists of our usual semi-
coordinated mix of potluck dishes and good fortune. The 
barbecue grill will be available. Hot dogs and hamburgers 
will be provided. More details will be sent via e-mail on 
the Board of Directors E-mail list (the BODOEL), and on 
our TAAS-L e-mail list. We are looking for a volunteer to 
help coordinate potluck dishes. 

 The “Introduction to GNTO and the Isengard 
Telescope” training session follows the potluck feast. 
This introduction covers most of the equipment used at 

GNTO, including our Isengard 16” reflector as well as 
our 6”, bino-10”, and 16” loaner scopes. We only schedule 
training sessions four times a year, so this may be your 
best chance for the near future. 

Once the skies are dark enough, we will offer another 
in our popular series of “Eye Candy” sky tours, hosted 
by Larry Cash and Robert Williams. This is a two-part 
tour, starting when Robert offers a green laser tour of 
stars, constellations, and asterisms that are visible by 
naked eye. Larry plans to conduct the second part of 
the tour using our Isengard 16” telescope to observe an 
impressive set of deep-sky objects. 

Steve Welch heads up our CCD imaging program. If 
you are interested in taking part, please contact Steve at 
505-866-7668 to make arrangements. Steve can have our 
CCD imaging equipment ready to go in the 10-foot dome 
so you can learn about imaging and take some of your 
own pictures. We have the comfortable Robert Ortega 
Building open and our Guest Trailer available for coffee, 
hot chocolate and any snacks you might want to share. 
We’ve got a bunch of great equipment waiting for you at 
GNTO, so please plan your next trip to GNTO soon.

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested 
TAAS members. These meetings are a great way to get 
more involved with your observatory. We meet every 
other month at 6:30 p.m. Our next committee meetings 
are August 26 (Thursday) and October 13 (Wednesday). 
We meet at Mannie’s Restaurant, 2900 Central Avenue SE 
(SE corner of Girard and Central). If you have questions 
about GNTO, please contact me (Peter Eschman, gnto@
taas.org, phone 505-873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

TAAS Sky Quality Meter Available

TAAS has a Unihedron Sky Quality Meter available 
for use by members.  You can borrow this meter from 
David Penasa at (505) 277-1141 (W) or (505) 275-2480(H).  
The SQM may be reserved on a first-come, first-served 
basis for durations up to one week.  Compare the sky 
brightness at your favorite viewing site with other 
sites.  TAAS events such as school star parties, Messier 
SIG, and GNTO take priority. 
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by The Loaner Ranger

MORE PRECISELY, what’s free is three meters worth of telescopes.  Thanks to the generosity of the 
Pellegrino family, the telescope loaner program now has over three meters worth of telescope aperture 
available to loan free of charge to TAAS members.  This latest addition is George’s 13-inch truss tube 
scope built by Brock Parker.  Being a Brock scope, it is very well crafted and about half the size and 
weight of the original Coulter Dob that provided the optics.  Of course, it’s out on loan now, but get your 
name on the list for when it comes back by e-mailing telescope_loans@taas.org.

The Pellegrinos also donated a pair of premium Nagler eyepieces.  Have you wondered if Nagler’s are 
really worth the price?  Now you can see for yourself, on your own scope, with a full month to test them 
out.  The eyepieces will officially enter the program as soon as I can put together a suitable carrying 
case.

Whether you have your own scope or not, the loaner program is for you.  It’s a great chance to try 
something different.  We have almost every common type of scope: binoculars, a refractor, a Maksutov, 
cassegrains, long tube reflectors, light buckets, and even a 12.5-inch travel scope.  TAAS has a loaner 
for everyone.  So call The Loaner Ranger at 228-4384, pick up a scope, and start enjoying the night sky.

Free 3-Meter Telescope!

New 13-inch truss tube donated by the Pellegrinos to the 
Loaner Program. Photo by Randy Gauntt.
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once. Robert did a constellation tour. There were 10 telescopes. 
Barry Spletzer had the TAAS solar scope set up. Tom Davies, Pete 
Eschman, Steve Welch, and Melissa Kirk were there. Robert set up 
his 4.5-inch Starblaster. Jodi thanked us, and we are looking forward 
to the next event with the Albuquerque Open Space Division, which 
will occur in the fall. Robert had trifold pamphlets with membership 
applications. He distributed the pamphlets during the slide shows. 
Tom Davies ran out of handouts for the public. There were long lines 
at the telescopes.

2.Eleven scopes were set up for the GNTO event on May 15. There 
were approximately 22 observers. See the GNTO section of the 
newsletter.

3. UNM Campus Observatory is closed for the summer. The April 30 
event was cancelled because of rain or clouds. Science fiction writ-
ers were at the May 7 event.

4. The Oak Flat event on May 8 had 100 to 125 people. Three scout 
troops were present. There were about 20 telescopes. Many ob-
servers left early because of the cold. The seeing was not great, but 
the sky was clear. Robert led a constellation tour. Steve Welch got 
a really nice shot of M51. Some of the scouts had a barbecue and 
made s’mores. They offered s’mores to the astronomers as the as-
tronomers set up their telescopes. They made s’mores with cookies.  

Events Prospect:
1. The June general meeting will occur on June 26. An Astronomy 
101 session will begin at 6 p.m. on the same day, before the gen-
eral meeting. The topic of the Astronomy 101 session is to be de-
termined.

2. On June 12 there will be a training event at GNTO.
 
3. The next event at Oak Flat will be on June 19.

4. The general meeting that had been scheduled for July 24 is can-
celled.
 
5. During the Oak Flat event on July 17, there will be a Summer pic-
nic. Dinner will be a potluck meal, and it will begin at 6 p.m.

6. A speaker has been scheduled for the August general meeting. 

7. Robert still has not heard back from Explora Science Center about 
Telescope Amnesty Day. A couple of people have asked Robert for 
help with telescope collimation, but he did not think to refer them 
to the Amateur Telescope Makers Special Interest Group (SIG). 

8. The Board discussed several possible dates for the fall event with 
the Albuquerque Open Space Division. We settled on October 16.

9. Robert will ask G.B. Cornucopia if we can have a star party at 
Chaco Culture National Historical Park (CCNHP) on November 6, 
2010, and/or May 28, 2011.

10. Cosmic Carnival is scheduled for September 5 in conjunc-
tion with Arts in the Park, and it will take place at the Anderson-
Abruzzo Albuquerque International Balloon Museum. The City of 
Albuquerque advertised the event in the water bill.

11. The Board agreed September 25 is a good candidate date for the 
Maize Maze Star Party. Robert will suggest this date to the Maize 
Maze organizers.

12. The Bernalillo County Open Space Division (BCOSD) will spon-
sor an event at the Hubbell House. Skies are reasonably dark at 
this location, because it is south on Isleta, north of the intersection 
of Isleta Blvd. and I-25. It is in the far South Valley. Pete thinks the 
date of the event is June 6th. TAAS members could conceivably take 
some solar scopes to that event, as it will be held during the day. 
Pete asked if there are some small TAAS signs that could be used 
for these types of events other than the banner. TAAS has sandwich 
board signs. Robert has one of the sandwich board signs, and the 
other sign is in the University of New Mexico Albuquerque Campus 
Observatory. Hubbell House is a historic property on South Isleta. 
Robert has a triangular sun spotter that he could take to the event. 
Nine Directors voted to put a call on the list server for solar scopes 
this year and to have a larger event next year with the BCOSD. Three 
Directors voted to not have an event with BCOSD this year but to 
have an event next year with the Division. Pete will let the BCOSD 
representative know our decision. 

Old Business:
1. The Compendium updates are not yet done. Robert will either 
finish them himself, or he will give Melissa the document for her to 
update. Gordon will get a copy when the document is done so it can 
be verified.
 
2. The vacuum coating equipment was given to the Amateur 
Telescope Makers Special Interest Group. Ray would like to know 
if he could begin to act as an agent for the Board. Ray would like to 
ask at meetings, put an announcement on the list server,and then 
start making some appeals to the community. Advertisements of 
the equipment may be placed on websites. 
3. Ray Collins recently received a request to purchase some of the 
TAAS mirror blanks. Over the years, several of the blanks have been 
sold, and several people have expressed interest in them. Since 
TAAS does not know their worth, Steve Snider could place an adver-
tisement for one mirror blank, with a sale price of $5000, and Pete 
could place another ad, to see if it is saleable. Ray will tell the latest 
requestor that Ray will give him some more concrete information 
after TAAS has done the test market analysis by seeing the results of 
placing the ad. TAAS is considering having a prolate ellipsoid surface 
for a telescope with a modified Dall-Kirkham optical arrangement. 
Robert thinks proceeds from the sale of the blanks should go to fund 
the construction of the modified Dall-Kirkham telescope. Ray said 
he is trying to figure a 1/3 scale model at 10 inches.

4. The Board discussed steps needed to begin the compilation of the 
TAAS inventory. 

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8
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5. The Board had a discussion via email about Astronomical League 
Convention Exposition (ALCON EXPO) 2010 and whether TAAS 
would pay for anyone to represent TAAS at this event. TAAS will 
not pay any funds for this event. A table is being offered freely to 
TAAS for the event. If someone wants to spend his own money to go 
there, sit at the table, and hand out flyers and TAAS business cards, 
that is acceptable.
 
6. Steve Snider has the disc with content about George Pellegrino. 
The disc was compiled several months ago. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

The Board voted on June 1 and 2 via email to authorize the expen-
diture of up to $1400 to replace the Editor’s computer that was sto-
len. The vote count was 12 for and 2 abstentions.

TAAS Board of Directors Meeting
June 24, 2010

University of New Mexico (UNM) Physics and Astronomy Building

Directors present: Gordon Pegue, Pete Eschman, Robert Williams 
(President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), Melissa Kirk (Secretary), Dave 
Pitonzo, Steve Snider (Vice President), Daniel Zirzow, Ray Collins, 
Steve Welch
 
Directors absent: Tyler Love, Tom Davies, Bob Havlen, and Larry 
Cash are all excused.

The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. Gordon moved and Ray second-
ed the motion to approve the minutes from the May Board meeting. 
The minutes are unanimously approved.
President’s Remarks:
1. Robert received an email message in which the sender said his 
family is having trouble operating a telescope given to one of his 
relatives. Robert has been posting these types of inquiries to the list 
server, if the inquirers approve sending their email messages to list 
server. Robert told the sender about the Amateur Telescope Maker 
(ATM) Special Interest Group (SIG). Robert will forward the email 
message to the ATM SIG. That is where people can go when they 
are trying to learn to use or align a telescope. It would be nice if 
there were a group of people to whom the president, or whoever 
receives the messages, can send the inquirer. The group would be 
like mentors, only they would not have ongoing relationships with 
the inquirers.

2. The Board had a discussion about a donated telescope during the 
May Board meeting. TAAS has the telescope, and it is being evalu-
ated. Eventually it may go to the Loaner Telescope Program. The 
Board needs to figure out exactly where it will end up. It is an 8-inch 
Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope with full go-to capabilities. See the 
May Board meeting minutes for further details.

3. John Sefick drafted a letter to the corporate communications di-
rector of the Peabody Energy Company. The letter says the lights 
from the El Segundo Mine are adversely affecting the astronomy 
program at Chaco Culture National Historical Park. John sent the let-
ter to Robert for review before sending it to Peabody Energy. John 
asked Robert if TAAS is willing to support the letter, which needs 
to be edited. Robert will look at the letter some more and draft a 
response to John Sefick. After discussion, the Board decided to sup-
port the letter after it has been revised.

4. Dan has the desktop computer that was meant to replace the 
Newsletter Editor’s computer. He will return it tomorrow tonight 
and purchase a laptop computer for the Editor. Pete suggested pur-
chasing the same brand of laptop computer as the two recently pur-
chased for GNTO. Steve Welch suggested having a subcommittee to 
manage technology issues when they arise.

Finance:
The transition is completed for getting on to the monthly schedule. 
Everything will be processed during the month received, brought to 
the Board meeting the following month, and posted to the newslet-
ter the month after that.
 
Account balances as of May 31, 2010:
    General Fund: $ 11659.44 
    GNTO Fund: $ 10618.10
    Education Fund: $   5868.89 
    Dark Sky S.I.G. Fund:          $   1398.96 
    Special Projects Fund:          $   5457.23
    Science Fair Fund: $     575.00 
    Cosmic Carnival Fund:          $     123.85
    Astronomical League Reserve:   $     218.46
    Total Funds on Deposit:          $ 35701.47
Total Expenses for May:  $     955.44
Total Income for May: $   3242.40

GNTO:
There was a GNTO Committee Meeting on June 17. See the GNTO 
report by Pete.
 
Membership:
Lynne Olson is now sending the membership renewal notices.

Events Retrospect:
1. There was an unofficial event on June 5 at GNTO. There were well 
more than 20 people, and 12 scopes were counted.

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 2

• June •

continued on page 14…
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2. On June 12 there was an official event at GNTO. There were 21 
observers and 8 telescopes. All three loaner telescopes that are kept 
at GNTO were in use.

3. The Hubbell House event was on June 6. Pete, Tom Davies, and 
Robert were there with telescopes. Several hundred people were 
at the event. Lots of people asked when the next Oak Flat event is 
scheduled. Tom’s telescope was set up, and the Moon was visible.

At the Hubbell House event, Pete, Tom, and Robert talked about 
getting a tracking mount for the TAAS solar telescope. The Board 
discussed options for a tracking mount. Pete looked for informa-
tion about tracking mounts on the Internet. Gordon moved that an 
amount not to exceed $400, to be funded from the General Fund, 
be approved for the purchase of a tracking mount for the TAAS solar 
telescope. Melissa seconded the motion, and the Board passed the 
motion unanimously. A technology working group could manage 
this issue, if such a group existed.

The Bernalillo County Open Space Division (BCOSD) asked TAAS to 
do another star party. They would prefer for us to do our own event 
rather than in conjunction with one of their events, and to have an 
evening star party. The BCOSD brought up a couple of suggestions 
about the date of the next event. There is a large field with trees 
around it, which is where vendors were set up for the June 6 event. 
TAAS members would set up telescopes in this field. There is a sepa-
rate field for parking. The Board may schedule the event at the same 
time as or close to the time of another event.

4. Steve Welch, Pete, Melissa, John Laning, Shannon Mann, and 
Shannon’s wife and daughter were at the Sandia Reservation for a 
star party with a small group of people on June 18.
 
5. The Oak Flat event on June 19 was a success. At one point, John 
Boedecker counted 118 people. Robert counted 30 telescopes. 
There was a large turnout in spite of the fact that early in the eve-
ning  the sky was cloudy. 

Events Prospect:
1. A general meeting and Astronomy 101 are scheduled for June 24. 
Three or four of the eight science fair winners have replied so far. 
The Astronomy 101 session will be about star hopping. Dave Pitonzo 
has given the last three or four of these presentations. He has asked 
that anyone who is interested in giving the presentations let him 
know. Some people have said they are interested, but he has not 
received any firm commitments.

2. The next event at GNTO will be on July 10.

3. The next star party at Oak Flat and general meeting will take place 
on July 17. There may be fire restrictions. Robert will draft an email 
message and send it to the BODOEL email list, asking people to think 
about side dishes they will take and whether they will attend so he 
can get a head count for food. Robert will ask Tom Graham if Griegos 
Elementary School is available as a backup location for the picnic. 
Steve Snider will order barbecue brisket and sausage from Rudy’s. 

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 3

4. The general meeting that had been scheduled for July 24 was re-
scheduled to be in conjunction with the Oak Flat event on July 17. 
The Board discussed the possibility of doing a sidewalk astronomy 
event instead of a general meeting on July 24, and decided not to 
add to the schedule.

5. Dee Friesen and Robert are working with the balloon museum 
to organize the Cosmic Carnival. Refer to the May board meeting 
minutes.

6. There will not be a star party in the fall at Chaco Culture National 
Historical Park (CCNHP). It is a little cold at that time, and that is 
when the staff start to close the observatory. The CCNHP Star Party 
will take place in May 2011. 

Old Business:
1. Melissa sent the inventory she received from Dee Friesen to 
Robert, Steve Snider, Pete, and Dan. 

2. Steve Snider received some inquiries about the mirror blank he 
advertised. He drafted responses to the inquiries. TAAS will wait a 
few months for more inquiries and discuss the next steps.

3. Brad Hamlin is getting the bench for GNTO. The engraving is 
done. The GNTO Committee will take care of procuring the sign for 
Pellegrino Park. See the April and May Board meeting minutes.

4. Gordon obtained some bins, from Sammy Lockwood, containing 
miscellaneous material belonging to TAAS. The Board discussed the 
materials and distributed them appropriately.

New Business:
1. Robert included in the packet for Directors some information about 
the Sky Rangers Outdoor Astronomy Interpretation Workshop. The 
workshop advertised on their website sounds interesting.

2. The packet contains an email message about the draft of the 
Model Lighting Ordinance. The International Dark Sky Association 
requests feedback about the ordinance.

The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m.

For Sale
Losmandy G11 w/ Gemini controller
Celestron C-14 OTA w/ Hyperstar capable
Hyperstar unit for C-14 F/1.9
CCD-LABS QHY8 6 megapixel color with open loop 
cooling. 2x1.5 degree field of view with Hyperstar
SkyShed POD

Contact Bill Wallace
wcwallace2@comcast.net
505-864-8212
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  Observatory Director  Pete Eschman   873-1517  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Saturday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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