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I N S I D E

Observe—Educate—Have Fun

September 
General Meeting

September’s General Meet-
ing will feature a talk by An-
drew Odell on “Binary Stars: 
What they are and how you 
can help.”Andrew Odell is 
Associate Professor Emeritus 
of Physics and Astronomy at 
Northern Arizona University.

The meeting will be held Sat-
urday, September 18 at 7:00 
p.m. at UNM’s Regener Hall. 
See the map on the last page 
of this issue.

G e n e ra l  M e e t i n g  N e ws
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	 A	 CHALLENGE	OBJECT	darting	 through	
the	Square	of	Pegasus	late	this	month	has	
special	 significance	 to	 the	Society.	Coming	
to	a	favorable	opposition	is	asteroid	2650,	
which	bears	the	name	Elinor	in	honor	of	for-
mer	TAAS	treasurer	Elinor	Gates.	Early	this	
fall,	 her	 asteroid	 rises	 to	 Plutoish	 magni-
tudes	in	its	best	appearance	between	1997	
and	2027.	Anyone	with	a	10-inch	telescope	
and	an	eye	for	faint,	shifting	asterisms	has	
a	chance	to	recover	it	visually.

Elinor in California
Elinor Gates labored as a summer stu-

dent at the Minor Planet Center with Brian 
Marsden. The work earned her the celestial 

honor in 1989. She was active in TAAS in 
the 1990s, including a stint as Treasurer as 
she worked toward a Ph.D. in physics at the 
University of New Mexico.

In her years at UNM, Gates studied an 
emerging technology called adaptive op-
tics. Even before receiving her Ph.D., her 
work attracted an offer to join Lick Obser-
vatory near San Francisco. Today she lives 
on Mount Hamilton, population 35, and 
continues her work as a support and re-
search scientist at the observatory. Current 
projects include:
• Research on a next-generation adaptive 

optics system for the 3-meter Shane 
Telescope. 

• Sky testing FIRST (Fibered Imager for 
Single Telescope), an instrument that 
will produce high-contrast, high-reso-
lution images of stars and their close 
companions.

• Measurement of the masses of black 
holes.

She also gives presentations at the ob-
servatory visitors center, maintains equip-
ment, trains visiting astronomers, hosts 
college class tours, and manages the pho-
tographic plate archive, one of the largest 
in the United States.

Even so, Gates has found time to observe 
2650 Elinor visually with the 40-inch Nickel 
Telescope on Mount Hamilton. In 1999, 
she also made a series of photographs 
showing her namesake moving against the 
background stars. That year asteroid Elinor 
never shone brighter than magnitude 15.5, 
which is fairly typical of its oppositional 
magnitude.

The 2010 opposition will be different.

Elinor in Pegasus
Asteroid 2650, discovered in 1931 by M. 

F. Wolf at Heidelberg, was originally desig-

Elinor Gates at the Lick Observatory 3-meter 
telescope with the laser propagating in the 
background.  Photo courtesy of Laurie Hatch.

nated 1931 EG. Elinor has an eccentric or-
bit, and thus varies greatly in its distance 
from Earth at opposition. Like Mars, some 
of its oppositions are better than others. 
Late this month, Elinor is unusually close, 
about 105 million miles out. Opposition 
takes place on September 25, just two days 
after the full moon. However, because of 
that orbital eccentricity, Elinor continues 
to brighten slightly for the next four nights.

Prime nights to observe begin around 
September 29, when the moon has waned 
nearly to third quarter, and over the next 
five nights Elinor will dim only a tenth of a 
magnitude.

The Minor Planet Ephemeris Service 
predicts a visual magnitude of 13.5 on Sep-
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If you miss Elinor this time, it will reach a similar magnitude in Au-
gust 2014, though it will be 40 degrees further south. Other favor-
able oppositions won’t arrive until 2027, 2040, and 2044.
Good hunting! Please share your experiences with me at skyekiva@
comcast.net.

On the Web
 Additional positions for 2650 Elinor or any other know asteroid 
can be generated using the Minor Planet Ephemeris Service: http://
www.cfa.harvard.edu/iau/MPEph/MPEph.html.
See Elinor Gates’ 1999 photo sequence of her namesake on the “As-
teroid (2650) Elinor” link on her Lick Observatory page: http://www.
ucolick.org/~egates/.

Hear Elinor Gates’ 2009 STEM lecture on adaptive optics: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrHSqa-CIcM.

The sky test on FIRST is documented by the Gates’ collaborator, 
Franck Marchis, on his blog: http://www.cosmicdiary.org/blogs/
nasa/franck_marchis/. Be sure to click “FIRST@Lick: Mounting the 
Prototype” and scroll to the time-lapse video showing the team 
hard at work and Gates at the controls of a lift.
_______________
David	Blair	served	with	Elinor	Gates	on	TAAS’s	Board	of	Directors	in	
1998	and	as	the	Society’s	president	the	following	year.	Since	1994	he	
has	visually	recovered	535	different	asteroids.

Ticks	on	this	chart	mark	predicted	
positions	for	asteroid	2650	Elinor	at	

10	p.m.	MDT	each	night	from	Tuesday,	
September	28	(far	left),	until	Sunday,	
October	3,	2010.	Sources:	Star	field	

and	star	magnitudes	are	from	TheSky6	
version	6.0.0.32;	positions	for	2650	Elinor	

are	from	MPO2007	Asteroid	Viewing	
Guide	version	9.3.1.0	cross-checked	by	
the	Minor	Planet	Ephemeris	Service;	

chart	assembly	by	Photoshop	Elements	6	
version	6.0.

tember 29. Minor Planet Observer software for asteroid hunters, 
MPO 2007, puts the visual magnitude at 13.9 that night. Either way, 
Elinor will be within visual range using a 10-inch telescope or larger. 
Are you up to the challenge?

If so, look for a curving bow of eighth- and ninth-magnitude stars 
in the lower left corner of the Square of Pegasus. It stretches about 
a degree north-south and is about 2 degrees northwest of Algenib, 
also known as Gamma (γ) Pegasi. At 10 pm MDT, on Tuesday eve-
ning, September 28, Elinor will be well within the bow and headed 
almost due west. The leftmost tick of the finder chart spots it pre-
cisely.

But remember, you haven’t seen the asteroid until you’ve seen 
it move.

Did You Really See It?
When you come up with a candidate, carefully note its position 

relative to the background stars. How closely aligned is it with stars 
on either side? What angles does it form relative to nearby stars? 
Elinor’s westward motion will only be 38 arc seconds per hour. So 
it’s important to carefully document the characteristics of the aster-
isms you’re observing and to anticipate how they will change as the 
asteroid moves westward.

Inevitably, finder charts are not perfect representations of star 
fields. You may end up with more than one candidate. If the aster-
oid and a background star are near the limits of visibility, you may 
have trouble seeing both at the same time. Breathe. Be patient.

Once you’ve documented your initial observation, don’t keep 
watching. Let an hour or two pass before you re-observe. If your 
candidate is really Elinor, the change will then pop out at you, and 
you’ll have your confirmation.

That time scale can be substantially reduced if you catch Elinor 
around 10 pm MDT on the evening of Saturday, October 2. In the 
next hour, it will pass 20 to 25 arc seconds south to a 12.8 magni-
tude star (finder chart, second tick from the right). Visualize a line 
extending from the asteroid through the star and on to the brighter 
stars. Watch the line sweep eastward across the brighter stars a few 
arc minutes to the north. Can you detect a change in its angle in 5 
minutes? Surely you can in 15 minutes.

...September Challenge Object
    Honors Former TAAS Treasurer continued from page 1

Errata
Dr. Ylva Pihlström’s name was spelled incorrectly in the 
August issue.

http://www.cfa.harvard.edu/iau/MPEph/MPEph.html
http://www.cfa.harvard.edu/iau/MPEph/MPEph.html
http://www.ucolick.org/~egates/
http://www.ucolick.org/~egates/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrHSqa-CIcM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrHSqa-CIcM
http://www.cosmicdiary.org/blogs/nasa/franck_marchis/
http://www.cosmicdiary.org/blogs/nasa/franck_marchis/
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You can find more information on these regional star parties 
on the Web.

I gave details about our September 11 event in the last news-
letter, so I will just provide the event time line here: our GNTO 
Open House starts at 4 p.m., followed by our Fall Equinox 
Potluck Picnic at 5:30 p.m., dedication of the “Pellegrino Park 
Observing Field” and other memorials to George Pellegrino at 
7 p.m., and a training session, “Introduction to GNTO and the 
Isengard Telescope”, at 7:15 p.m. Later in the evening, we will 
offer a green laser constellation tour, a telescope tour of deep-
sky objects, and a New Moon observing chance. 

Lisa Wood heads up the GNTO events task area, so for in-
formation on the observing 
theme for this event, please 
see her note elsewhere in 
this newsletter. This full 
slate of activities offers the 
perfect opportunity to visit 
GNTO for the first time 
or to check on recent site 
improvements and enjoy 
the relaxed camaraderie of 
your fellow TAAS mem-
bers. 

Steve Welch heads up our 
CCD imaging program. If 
you are interested in tak-
ing some images of your 
own, please contact Steve 
at 505-866-7668 to make ar-
rangements. Steve can have 
our CCD imaging equip-
ment ready to go in the 
10-foot dome, so you can 
learn about imaging and 
take your own pictures. We 

have the comfortable Robert Ortega Building open and our 
Guest Trailer available for coffee, hot chocolate and any snacks 
you might want to share. We’ve got a bunch of great equip-
ment waiting for you at GNTO, so please plan your next trip 
to GNTO soon.

GNTO committee meetings are open to any interested TAAS 
members. These meetings are a great way to get more in-
volved with your observatory. We meet every other month 
at 6:30 p.m. Our next committee meetings are October 13 
(Wednesday) and December 2 (Thursday). We meet at Man-
nie’s Restaurant, 2900 Central Ave SE (SE corner of Girard and 
Central). If you have questions about GNTO, please contact 
me (Peter Eschman, gnto@taas.org, phone 505-873-1517). 

I hope to see you soon at your observatory.

Peter EschmanG N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s

WE HAD GOOD OBSERVING at GNTO on August 7, taking 
advantage of a “New Moon” event. Gordon Pegue opened the 
facility, and Lance Hurt hosted the Isengard telescope. Larry 
Cash also helped with the Isengard and was able to show two 
acquaintances some nice objects for their first time observing. 
We had a total of 6 telescopes in operation and 16 observers for 
the night. Weather looked a bit iffy earlier in the day, but those 
who let the weather psych them out missed out, while those 
who made the trip to GNTO were glad they did. Numerous 
meteors were observed throughout the course of the night. 
Dave Pitonzo closed up some time after 1 a.m. 

We had a productive GNTO committee meeting on August 26 
with 10 people attending, including Larry Cash, Ray Collins, 
Pete Eschman, Will Ferrell, 
Paul Grunwald, Dale and 
Dianne Murray, Gordon 
Pegue, Robert Williams, and 
Lisa Wood. After reviewing 
previous events, we planned 
the details of our September 
11 event. Larry updated us 
on recent site improvements, 
which are thanks to much 
labor donated primarily by 
Carl Frisch with some help 
from Larry and Gordon. In 
light of all of this progress, 
we elected to skip the fall 
site cleanup scheduled for 
the following Saturday.

Reviewing priorities for 
GNTO improvements, Paul 
asked if we had any plans to 
install permanent piers on 
the observing field. This top-
ic has come up in the past, 
and the committee felt that 
GNTO could pay for materials if volunteers would provide 
the labor. If there is enough interest, a few piers could be in-
stalled just outside the main perimeter of the observing field, 
probably at the south end. These would be available on a first-
come, first-served basis and equipped with some sort of uni-
versal mounting plate for various mounts. If this interests you, 
you need to volunteer to work and help make this happen.

FUTURE GNTO events include our Fall Equinox Picnic on 
September 11 as well as two observing chances on October 
2 and October 9. Our October observing events offer a local 
option for those who do not want to travel to regional star par-
ties such as Okie-Tex (Kenton, Oklahoma – just barely over the 
New Mexico state line northwest of Clayton), Enchanted Skies 
(Socorro, NM), or White Sands Star Party (White Sands, NM). 

On the Event Horizon

GNTO New Moon Observing, Open House,
   Fall Equinox Picnic, Training ..................... Sat., September 11
Manzano Mesa School Star Party ................ Tue., September 14
ATM SIG Meeting ........................................Wed., September 15
TAAS Board of Directors Meeting  ..............Thu., September 16
TAAS General Meeeting  ............................... Sat., September 18
Maize Maze ..................................................... Sat., September 25
GNTO Observing ..................................................Sat., October 2
ATM SIG Meeting .............................................. Wed., October 6
Sidereal Times Deadline ........................................Fri., October 8
GNTO New Moon Observing ...............................Sat., October 9
School Star Party ................................................Tue., October 12
GNTO Committee Meeting ............................. Wed., October 13
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October Brings
 Enchanted Skies

Judy Stanley

NEW MEXICO’S premier astronomical event, the 
Enchanted Skies Star Party, returns for its 17th year 
October 6-9, in Socorro. This year’s event features dark-
sky observing, our famous chuckwagon dinner and fireside 
tales, tours of cutting-edge professional observatories, 
and a great lineup of astronomy lectures and workshops.  
 
The keynote speaker is Mark ‘Indy’ Kochte, a veteran of the 
Hubble Space Telescope and FUSE scientific teams and a 
current member of the MESSENGER team now preparing for 
that spacecraft’s orbit around Mercury. His keynote lecture 
Friday night will be followed by more lectures and observing 
at New Mexico Tech’s Etscorn Campus Observatory.  
 
Field trips and tours start with a night of observing at 
10,000 feet altitude at NM Tech’s Magdalena Ridge 
Observatory on Wednesday. Thursday features an in-
depth tour of the National Radio Astronomy Observatory’s 
Very Large Array and a rare opportunity to see the U.S. 
Air Force’s GEODSS satellite-tracking facility at White 
Sands Missile Range. Saturday’s events move to the 
El Camino Real International Heritage Center south 
of Socorro, for the chuckwagon dinner, campfire talks, 
cowboy music, and dark-sky observing. Participants 
can camp at the heritage center throughout the event.  
 
You can choose single-day registration or a 
discounted rate for the entire event. For full details 
and registration information, see the Web site:  
http://www.enchantedskies.org. .See you in Socorro!

continued on page 8 . . .

TAAS BOARD MEETING
Thursday, July 22, 2010 – 7:00 p.m.

Directors Present:  President Robert Williams, Treasurer Dan Clark, GNTO 
Director Pete Eschman, Gordon Pegue, Steve Welch, Events Coordinator 
Larry Cash, Daniel Zirzow, Ray Collins.

Directors Absent: Vice President Steve Snider, Education Coordinator Tom 
Davies; Bob Havlen, Dave Pitonzo, Tyler Love, and Secretary Melissa Kirk 
are excused

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m.

Approval of Minutes
The Board discussed the Minutes of the June 24, 2010, Board Meeting. Some 
changes were discussed and it was decided that the Board would look them 
over some more and send Melissa the changes. Melissa will incorporate the 
changes and e-mail the revised minutes to the Board for approval via e-mail.

President’s Remarks
Gary Cooper has received the replacement computer and is installing the 
required software. Dan will pick up the computer and take to it Pete to install 
the Microsoft Software. Gary will maintain the newsletter deadline for August 
and will begin the newsletter again with the August Issue. Robert suggested 
we not try and issue a new newsletter prior to the August Issue and extend 
the length of the newsletter for this issue.

Gordon discussed a donation to TAAS of astronomy-related materials and 
equipment that belonged to George Pellegrino. Judy Pellegrino has donated 
a 13" telescope built by Brock Parker and a 10" Cave telescope that needs 
some minor work to complete a refurbishment started by George. Along with 
the two telescopes, a case with several eyepieces and adapters, astronomy 
books, and other materials were offered to TAAS. The 13" telescope and 
the eyepieces have been put into the TAAS Loaner Scope Program, the 10" 
telescope will be added to the loaner equipment at GNTO, and the astronomy 
books were donated to the Edgewood library.

The Oak Flat Star Party on July 17th was announced in the July 16th issue 
of the VENUE. TAAS was also mentioned in the June 24-July 7, 2010, issue 
of LOCAL IQ, “The Summer Adventure Issue,” which listed the eight best 
summer adventures in New Mexico. Star Parties were listed as the number 
five thing to do in New Mexico. Robert said he would continue to work to get 
TAAS events listed in the VENUE and continue to do what we can to get 
published in other print literature.

Committee Reports

Education: No report.
Finance: Dan presented the board with the latest Treasurer’s Report
 

Account balances as of June 30, 2010:
General Fund: $ 10,862.17
GNTO Fund: $ 11,074.32
Education Fund: $ 6,402.22
Dark Sky SIG Fund: $ 1,418.16
Special Projects Fund: $ 5,457.23
Science Fair Fund: $ 300.00
Cosmic Carnival Fund: $ 123.85
Astronomical League Reserve: $ 20.96

M e e t i n g  M i n u te s Melissa Kirk

July

http://www.enchantedskies.org
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Barry Spletzer

WITH THE SOLE exception of “ATM SIG Meeting” scattered 
around each issue of the Sidereal Times, the average newsletter 
reader could scarcely get a hint that TAAS has a very active 
Amateur Telescope Makers group. We meet twice monthly 
(first and third Wednesdays of each month) at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Manzano Mesa Multigenerational Center at Elizabeth and 

Southern. The meet-
ings are completely 
unscripted with a 
group of three or four 
hard-core ATMers 
available to guide 
you through the 
mysteries of mirror 
grinding, telescope 
building, component 
selections and any 
other astrocentric ac-

tivities.

We happened to have a 
few photographers on 

hand and a variety of activities at our last meeting so I decided 
to give you an idea of what goes on. Arden Anderson has been 
building a telescope using all commercial parts. It will be an 
8-inch Dob and he had first light during our meeting. The first 
photo shows Arden 
(kneeling) and Ray 
Collins drilling holes 
for the primary cell 
mounting. 

In the second photo 
Arden is mounting 
the cell while I steady 
the tube. In the back-
ground, Charlie Mul-
len (left) and Jim 
Seargeant discuss our 
ongoing Dall-Kirkham 
cassegrain project. Re-
cently, Jim added the idea of a corrector to our Dall-Kirkham 
design and things are taking off. We have started a 10-inch ver-
sion to work out the details before proceeding to the full-size 
30-inch model.

The third photo shows the actual First Light for Arden’s scope. 
That’s Mike Pendley on the left serving as the mount and me 
far on the right helping to sight the scope at Venus. A little later 

in the evening, Jim 
took the honors to 
serve as the mount 
so Arden could get 
a good look at the 
Moon.

Our final partici-
pant, Travis Pat-
terson, managed to 
dodge the cameras 
throughout the 
evening. He was 
busy grinding an 
8-inch mirror un-
der the apt tutelage 
of Ray and Mike. They have guided many newcomers through 
the process of grinding and figuring a piece of glass to an ac-
curacy of 0.00001" using only hand tools. It’s pretty amazing, 

and they can show you 
how as well. 

I’VE ALSO included a 
couple of photos from 
an earlier meeting. 
These are of my most 
recent ATM project, a 
13-inch scope designed 
as a aircraft carry-on 
and weighing in at 22 
pounds. In the first, I 
(in the red sleeves) am 

assembling the base of 
the scope with Ray watching and 
Gordon Pegue helping. Finally, 
there’s the requisite photo of me 
posing with the assembled scope.

Whether it’s mirror grinding and 
figuring, scope building, or pur-
suing some elaborate new tele-
scope design, our ATM group 
has the experience, skills, and 
willingness to help make your 
dream scope a reality. Come 
check us out.  

1. Arden Anderson and Ray Collins 
prepare to mount the primary cell in 
Arden’s new scope. Photo: Mike Pendley.

2. Arden and I bolt in the primary. Photo: 
Mike Pendley.

3. First Light with Arden’s scope. Mike Pendley 
serves as the mount and me as the finder. Photo 

Steve Riegel.

4. I assemble my lightweight 13-inch 
scope while Ray watches. Photo: Ed Kist.

5. Me posing with my new 
scope. Photo: Ed Kist.

Not Your Grampa’s ATM—
This One Dispenses Handcrafted Telescopes
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S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Aquila Inspires Patriot Theme
for September 11

Lisa Wood

Let’s observe Patriot Day by enjoying the flight of 
Aquila, the Eagle, overhead along with the rising 

autumn constellations as we enter the best observing 
months of the year. If you like that “just right” 

weather (don’t quote me) be sure not to miss out on 
our September picnic. Those who complete Dee’s fun 
training session on the Isengard will be honored with 

a celebratory Milky Way Bar, and newcomers to TAAS 
and GNTO will receive a special patriotic button (while 

supplies last—if you come later in the evening you’ll 
receive one in the mail). Don’t forget a chair and jacket. 

It will be a great way to celebrate the symbol of our 
country as well as a beautiful sky.

1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

4
Oak Flat Star 
Party

5
Cosmic Carnival

6 7 8 9 10 11
GNTO Open 
House, Fall
Equinox Picnic, 
Training, NM

12 13 14 Manzano 
Mesa
Elementary
        School Star
            Party

15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

17 18 Astronomy 
101, TAAS 
General Meeting 
International Observe 
the Moon Night

19  20 21 22
Fall Equinox

23 24
Asteroid 2650 Elinor in 
opposition

25
Maize Maze

26
     

27
      

28 29 30

Constellation Aquila, image Copyright © 2005 Torsten Bronger
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Saturday, September 18, 2010
7:00 P.M.

Regener Hall
University of New Mexico

(See map,page 12)

Binary Stars
what they are and how you can help

Andrew Odell, Associate Professor Emeritus in
Physics and Astronomy, Northern Arizona University

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 0

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
GNTO 
Observing
Okie-Tex Star Party 
Oct. 2–10

3 4 5 6 
ATM SIG
Meeting
Enchanted Skies Star 
Party Oct. 6–9

7 8
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

9
GNTO NM

10 11 12 
School
Star Party

13
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20
ATM SIG
Meeting

21
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

22 23
Astronomy 101, 
TAAS General
Meeting

24
     
                 31

25
      

26
School
Star Party

27 28 29 30
Placitas Star 
Party
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TAAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
August 19, 2010

UNM Physics and Astronomy Building Conference Room

MEETING MINUTES
by Gordon Pegue on behalf of Melissa Kirk

Directors present: Robert Williams (President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), Larry 
Cash, Ray Collins, Tom Davies, Pete Eschman, Bob Havlen, Gordon Pegue, 
Dave Pitonzo, Steve Welch, and Daniel Zirzow.

Directors absent: Steve Snider (Vice President), Melissa Kirk (Secretary), and 
Tyler Love.

Observers present: None.

Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Corrections to and approval of the July Minutes
Robert Williams noted that he will send the July 2010 Board Meeting minutes to 
the Board members via e-mail and that a quick e-mail approval vote shall then 
be completed. Robert did not specifically indicate when he would send them out, 
as he has recently encountered some personal difficulties, but he did note that it 
would be soon.

Correspondence / President’s remarks
a. Robert noted that the combination issue of The Sidereal Times (June / July / 

August) is out and starting to hit mailboxes. A brief discussion about the News-
letter Editor (Gary Cooper) moving to the East Coast area and his commitment 
to continuing as the Editor completed this item.

b. Robert noted that plans and tasks for the upcoming Cosmic Carnival are pro-
ceeding with Dee Friesen shouldering much of the organizational responsibili-
ties. Robert noted additionally that manpower volunteers are being sought for 
the planned activities.

c. Robert noted that the dedication plaque for the Pellegrino Park observing field, 
to be unveiled at GNTO on September 11 needs to be ordered. Robert asked 
Larry to order the plaque from our regular supplier. Larry indicated that he just 
needs to know what text needs to be engraved; Robert and Gordon will provide 
the text as soon as possible.

Committee Reports
a. Education: See the Education Outreach report elsewhere in this issue of the 

newsletter for details on all outreach activities.
1. Tom Davies reported that the first school star party of the new school year 

will be held at Manzano Mesa Elementary Tuesday evening, September 14, 
starting at 7:30 p.m. This will be a category 2 star party.

2. Tom noted that volunteer Starlab operators for our portable planetarium are 
being sought and that he would make an announcement at the upcoming 
General Meeting and also publish a plea in The Sidereal Times.

3. Tom reported that member Bill Kimbrough donated three (3) separate video 
educational resources to the Education program in memory of George Pel-
legrino.

4. Tom noted that he would be querying the current group of teachers using the 
Telescopes for Teachers equipment for their required yearly report on items 
such as past results, lessons learned, and their plans for the future.

b. Finance: Dan Clark noted that he had received word from the publisher of our 
newsletter that the cost of printing The Sidereal Times would be increasing by 
about 5 cents per page. A brief discussion reached consensus that at this time, 
a price increase of that amount is not a problem.
1. Dan reported on the TAAS account balances (as of the end of July):

continued on page 10…

Total Funds on Deposit: $ 35,638.75
Total Expenses for June: $ 2,302.93
Total Income for June: $ 1,873.55

GNTO: The next GNTO Committee meeting is August 26. GNTO site im-
provements are underway. For more information see the GNTO report in the 
newsletter. Gordon stated that the bench is in and he and Brad Hamlin will 
be going to GNTO with the supplier in the next few days to install the bench. 
Robert and Gordon will work out details for the dedication plaque and get it 
ordered.
Membership: No Report.
PR/Advertising: No Report.

Previous Activities
GNTO 07.10.2010: Despite clouds and wind there was quite a good turnout. 
There was no observing but lots of discussion. For a complete report see the 
GNTO section of the newsletter.

Oak Flat/TAAS Picnic 07.17.2010: Both the picnic and the star party were 
huge successes, the picnic had about 80 people, and attendance at the star 
party is estimated at more than 200 people. There were just over 36 tele-
scopes and binoculars set up in the observing field, so it was quite crowded. 
The sky for the most part cooperated, and while we did dodge clouds for 
some of the time, everyone was able to do quite a bit of observing.

Current Activities
The General Meeting was held in conjunction with the Oak Flat Star Party last 
week so there will be no General Meeting this weekend.

Future Activities
GNTO New Moon on 08.07.2010
Oak Flat Star Party on 08.14.2010: Robert reported that he has been contact-
ed by a group who is interested in attending this event. They are estimated to 
number approximately 20 people, and they will send us a more precise count 
as we get closer to the event.

General Meeting/Astronomy 101 on 08.21.2010: The General meeting 
speaker will be Ylva Pihlstrom. Ylva will discuss a supermassive black hole 
at the center of the Milky Way Galaxy. The Astronomy 101 speaker will be 
Mike Roth, and he will discuss Urban Astronomy.

Old Business
Approval of Resolutions/TAAS Compendium: This is still in progress.
Cosmic Carnival: Dee Friesen has contacted the exhibitors, and we are wait-
ing for responses. Robert will be meeting with the museum and the City of 
Albuquerque to discuss setup and details for the event. 
TAAS Inventory: Dan said he has received updated lists from the GNTO 
Committee and the Loaner Scope program and is waiting for updated infor-
mation from the Education Committee and the Librarian.

New Business
TAAS Technology Advisory Group (TAG): This is a new group being devel-
oped and set up by the Board. Their tasks and responsibilities are still being 
discussed but would include the research and possible acquisition of soft-
ware, hardware, and equipment to be used by TAAS. We will continue to look 
into the how this group will be formed and what they will be asked to do, and 
propose a more formal description of the group at the next Board meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

August. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s 
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L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, then 
divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is available 
by request only, so please contact Pete 
Eschman for GNTO information.

General
FRIENDS OF GEORGE 

PELLEGRINO, 
DONALD PETERSON , 

SIDNEY STONE, UNITED WAY
•

Education
FRIENDS OF GEORGE 

PELLEGRINO, DAVID TRUJILLO, 
CINDY RIEDEL

•
GNTO

FRIENDS OF GEORGE 
PELLEGRINO, DAVID TRUJILLO, 
DALE MURRAY, CINDY RIEDEL

•
Dark Sky

MARILYN CHILDS, MELISSA KIRK

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, October 8 The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

N o t e  f r o m  Tr e a s u r e r
Clarification of Member and

 Renewal Policy
  Renewal notices will be mailed out one 
month before expiration date.  Renewals 
and new members will be dated on 
the first of next month no matter when 
during the month they arrive. This will 
help with the database reports and 
queries.
  There will also be no grace period for 
renewals. Please make sure that you send 
in renewal information and your check 
before the expiration date. Renewal of 
magazines and new subscriptions will 
be sent in twice a month. All checks are 
to be made out to  “TAAS.” Thank you for 
your attention to this important issue. 

  If you have any questions or special 
needs pertaining to membership and/
or magazine subscriptions, contact the 
Treasurer, Dan Clark at treasurer@taas.
org.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u l y  2 0 1 0

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 202 200 2
Family 73 71 2
Educational 12 12 0
Military 1 1 0
Total Paid 288 284 4
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 38 38 0
Total Members 333 329 4

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w  o r 
R e t u r n i n g  T A A S  M e m b e r s

•

JAMES ANGUS

 JIMMY FREEMAN

DANIEL ZIRZOW 

•
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General Fund: $ 10,430.35
GNTO Fund: $ 10,235.00
Education Fund: $ 6,495.56
Dark Sky Fund: $ 1,436.01
Special Projects Fund: $ 5,457.23
Science Fair Fund: $ 300.00
Cosmic Carnival Fund: $ 123.85

Total Funds on Deposit: $ 34,478.00
  (Decrease of $ 1,115.75)

2. Total membership count (all categories): 333 (Increase of 4)
c. GNTO: Refer to the full GNTO report by Pete Eschman elsewhere in this issue 

of the newsletter.
d. Membership: No formal report.

1. As part of the Treasurer’s Report provided by Dan: 202 full, 73 family, 12 
educator, 1 military, 7 honorary and 38 complimentary members comprise 
the total membership of TAAS.

2. As a few sporadic reports of application processing delays have been re-
ported recently, a general discussion about adding a disclaimer to the mem-
bership application took place. One suggestion is to add “Please allow 4 to 6 
weeks for processing.” This discussion item was tabled until a future Board 
meeting in order to determine if room exists on the current application for 
the disclaimer.

e. Public Relations / Advertising: Robert noted that he would be temporarily 
taking over the roles and responsibilities of this position subsequent to Melissa 
Kirk stepping down. Robert said that he would solicit a volunteer and hoped 
that a non-Board member would assume the position.

f. Special Projects: No report.
g. Special Interest Groups (SIGs): No report.

Event Retrospect
a. The Saturday, August 7 GNTO observing session was remarkably successful 

with Gordon Pegue reporting that 16 participants enjoyed the 6 telescopes in 
operation. With clear skies available, the weather was not at all like the weather 
forecasts predicted.

b. Our fourth Oak Flat Star Party of the season on Saturday, August 14 was also 
quite successful with Larry Cash reporting that some 150 folks were in atten-
dance and that 20 telescopes were set up.

Calendar and Event Prospect
a. Please refer to the full TAAS Calendar of Events, elsewhere in this issue of The 

Sidereal Times, for the complete event schedule.
b. Event highlights include:

1. The Saturday, August 21, General Meeting at Regener Hall will feature our 
own Michael Roth presenting his Astronomy 101 talk on Urban Astronomy 
beginning at 6 p.m. The regular meeting kicks off at 7 p.m. with a presenta-
tion on supermassive black holes and the black hole at the center of the 
Milky Way by UNM’s own Dr. Ylva Philstrom.

2. The GNTO Committee will meet Thursday evening, August 26, at 7 p.m. at 
Mannie’s Central Avenue Restaurant.

3. The scheduled fall cleanup effort at GNTO, originally scheduled for Saturday, 
August 28, has been scaled back due to reduced work needs. Volunteers 
are not being sought for this effort.

4. The ATM group will hold a regular meeting at the Manzano Mesa Multigen-
erational complex Wednesday evening, September 1, at 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Ray Collins.

5. Our fifth and final Oak Flat Public Star Party of the season is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 4. Gordon Pegue is the coordinating contact for this 
event.

6. Cosmic Carnival is scheduled for Sunday, September 5, at the Anderson-
Abruzzo Albuquerque International Balloon Museum. Event hours are noon 
till 4 p.m. TAAS volunteers should arrive by 10:30 a.m. Volunteers with solar 
telescopes are needed! Robert will be hosting Starlab shows. A door prize 
of a 4.5" Orion Starblast telescope will be awarded to one lucky member of 
the public.

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8

7. The Saturday, September 11 GNTO observing session will be a combination 
picnic / open house / dedication / training / new moon observing event. The 
open house begins at 4 p.m., the picnic kicks off at 5:30 p.m., the Pellegrino 
Park dedication ceremony will commence at 7 p.m., the GNTO introductory 
training session begins at 7:15 p.m., and a constellation tour will take place 
once the skies are dark. Hamburgers, hot dogs, and beverages will be pro-
vided. A potluck coordinator is needed, however.

8. Our first school star party of the new school year is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 14. Refer to the Education Outreach report for more details.

9. The ATM group will hold a regular meeting at the Manzano Mesa Multigen-
erational complex Wednesday evening, September 15, at 7 p.m.

10. Our next Board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 16, at the 
Physics and Astronomy Building at Yale and Lomas beginning at 7 p.m.
 

Old Business
a. Gordon – on behalf of Melissa – handed out printed copies of the recently com-

pleted updates to the TAAS Compendium. After a brief discussion, the Board 
voted unanimously to approve the revised TAAS Compendium in its entirety.

b. Dan reported that the general TAAS Inventory process is nearing completion 
and that he has received inventory worksheets on all inventory sections except 
for the Regener Hall section. Pete suggested that all hardware serial numbers 
for TAAS owned equipment be compiled as a separate attachment document. 
Robert and Dan both noted that the formal inventory documentation should be 
ready by the next Board meeting.

c. A general discussion of the TAAS Technical Advisory Group centered on ideas 
on how to structure the roles and responsibilities of the group, how many 
individuals should be needed (a minimum of 3 with at least one non-Board 
member), what technical resources require tracking and at what level, and the 
process of analyzing and making a purchase. The general consensus of the 
assembled Board members was that a “rules framework” is needed in order to 
proceed any further. Robert will gather suggestions from the Board members 
and compile for the next meeting. Gordon wondered if a group of this nature 
needed to be characterized as a “standing” or permanent committee.

New Business
a. Discussion of the recent response to our old Astromart ad for one of our large 

mirror blanks centered on what we should do next. It was pointed out by Pete 
that the whole purpose of the original ad was to attempt to determine a value 
or worth. The consensus was that Steve Snider, who is managing the ads and 
serving as liaison, should notify the ad respondent of the surface defects and 
see if he counters.

b. Dave Pitonzo reported that he had had a recent conversation with Amanda at 
the Planetarium at the NM Museum of Natural History and Science in which 
Amanda was seeking ways to rekindle a relationship with TAAS. Robert offered 
to compile suggestions on how we might reestablish this important relationship.

c. Robert noted that solar telescope volunteers are being sought for participation 
in the upcoming Solar Fiesta, scheduled for Saturday, September 11 and Sun-
day, September 12. Telescope volunteers would be needed only for the Sunday 
date, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event will be held at the Menaul School.

d. Robert reported on the International Observe the Moon Night, a worldwide edu-
cational and observing outreach event scheduled for Saturday, September 18. 
Since this is the same night as our regular General Meeting at Regener Hall, 
a couple of telescope volunteers are being sought to offer views of the moon 
at Regener Hall and at our after-the-meeting meeting at Il Vicino on Central.

e. Robert noted that he is stepping down as UNM Coordinator and that Daniel 
Zirzow is taking over the position. Additionally, the Friday night program at the 
UNM Campus Observatory begins again on Friday, August 27.

f.  Pete noted that the recent attacks on our Web page have left him feeling less 
than enthusiastic about accessing the TAAS Web page because of uncertain-
ties about the content integrity and the associated security risk involved. He 
wondered if the material used to restore the site content is risk free (i.e., not 
infected with any of the wide variety of possible infectious agents extant). After 
a brief discussion, Robert agreed to contact the TAAS Webmaster as soon as 
possible to investigate the issue further.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.
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Robert Williams
President

president@taas.org
270-5857

Steve Snider
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
slsnider423 at yahoo dot com

Melissa Kirk
Secretary / Public Relations Coordinator

secretary@taas.org
pr@taas.org

385-0113

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
771-4346 (H)

Pete Eschman
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
873-1517 (H)

Larry Cash
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coord@taas.org
299-4686 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com

Tom Davies
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
821-1232

Bob Havlen
Director

856-3306

Tyler Love
Director

Photo
not

tylerrlove at yahoo dot com                    available

Gordon Pegue
Director

332-2523
gpegue at comcast dot net

Dave Pitonzo
Director

Steve Welch
Director

866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director / UNM Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org
dzirzow at unm dot edu

2 0 1 0  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   603-424-7375 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Pete Eschman   873-1517  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Melissa Kirk   385-0113  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell      webmaster@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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