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General Meeting program for 
May 14

John Fleck, science journalist 
Chasing Water: 

The Disappearing Lake Mead 
and its Implications for Water in 

the West

John Fleck has been a science 
journalist since 1990, most of that 
with The Albuquerque Journal. He is 
the author of Tree Rings Tale, a book 
for young adults, and is working 
on Moving Water, an exploration 
of the history and future of water 
management in the West. He is a 
frequent lecturer on climate change, 
in particular as it relates to water 
and the West.

He is Member of the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies 
Transatlantic Media Network and 
has earned a Fellowship for this 
summer at the Water in the West 
project at Stanford University’s Bill 
Lane Center for the American West.

Saturday, May 14 at Regener 
Hall at 7:00 p.m. See the map  on 
the last page of this issue.

M104, “The Sombrero Galaxy,” captured on April 1, 2011, at the GNTO “Rogue 
Messier Marathon.” 12 x 10-minute subs taken with an SBIG 4000XCM camera 
mounted on a 10" Meade LX-6 at its native 1600 mm focal length, mounted on a 
Losmandy G11. Processing was done in CCDSoft, CCDOps5, and Photoshop.

 —Vance Ley

Education Committee member Trish Logan 
recently received this note of gratitude 
for TAAS school star parties from an 
Albuquerque educator:

Trish, thank you for another great event! 
Even through the wind and cold, the show 
went on. Thank you and your astronomer 
partners so much for the Star Program that 
brought such excitement and amazement 
to Los Padillas community.  With budget 

cuts and the disarray that is occurring in 
the school district right now, I hope this kind 
of an educational opportunity is always 
available to our families. It is such a gift.

In appreciation,
Margaret Flores
Family Engagement Specialist
Albuquerque Public Schools

School star party report and photos on page 2.

A Gift of Excitement and Amazement

http://www.taas.org
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April Star Parties at Washington and 
Los Padillas Middle Schools

Tom Davies

 WASHINGTON Middle School star party was a Category 1 with 
Star Lab Planetarium presentations given by Amy Grochowski. 
Amy combined her tour of the traditional night sky with the Mayan 
images of the constellations. Joanna Berman did the setup and 
transport of the planetarium and worked with the volunteers to 
support the planetarium activities. The students who attended this 
star party had a very special experience. 

 Tom Grzybowski did 
his comet-making 
program. Tom’s comets 
are always a hit with 
his audiences young 
and adult. Bob Havlen 
gave the “Pocket Solar 
System” class. Bob 
Hufnagel presented the 
“Rainbows in the Sky” 
program. Thanks to all 
the presenters, we have 
a quality program.

Telescopes were provided by John Laning, Steve Riegel, and Trish 
Logan. Melissa Kirk brought binoculars. We had clear skies and 
great views of Saturn and Orion. Melissa did a laser constellation 
tour for our guests. We had an unusually low turnout of 50-60 
guests. Hence, there was no waiting to look in the telescopes. 

Thank you to all the volunteers for your support. Additionally, 
thanks to Trish for all her behind-the-scenes support for our star 
parties. Trish and 
I do a school visit 
about two weeks 
before the star 
party to prepare 
the school. Thanks 
to the Washington 
Middle School 
faculty and staff 
for their efforts. I 
know they were as 
surprised as we were with the light turnout.

THE LOS PADILLAS Elementary School event on April 26 was 
a Category 3 with telescopes only. I can’t begin to tell you how 
thrilled and proud I was of our club. I think this was a record 
for our school star parties. We had 13 telescopes for our guests 
to enjoy in spite of windy and cold conditions. I had a first with 
my telescope. I asked one young child what she saw when I was 
pointed at Saturn. She said she saw a space ship. Obviously she 

has better vision than I do so it must be a space ship. Telescopes 
were provided by Bob Morgan, Pete Eschman, John Laning, Tom 
Grzybowski, Tom Davies, Bob Hufnagel, Trish Logan, Kevin 
McKeown, Steve Riegel, Steve Welch, Dee Friesen, Trish Kincaid, 
and Gina Corvetto.

Steve Welch had his video setup with impressive galaxy views. 
Kevin provided a very interesting laser constellation tour for our 
guests. I brought a visitor from our Xilinx design group in India, 
Kiran Kumal Jupalli. He had some interesting discussions with 
Kevin describing the significance of the planets in the Indian 
culture. We had clear skies and a good setup. Bob Hufnagel had a 
solar filter on his scope to start. 
Trish collected some photos of this great event. Thanks Trish.

Thanks to all who have been there for the school program 
throughout the last year. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. This 
club rocks!!!

Our last star party for this school year is Category 1 at Atrisco 
Heritage Academy May 10 at 7:30 p.m. Please mark your calendars 
and come join the 
fun. Barry Spletzer 
can provide you 
with a loaner 
telescope if you 
don’t have a scope 
or want to use a 
different telescope 
for the star parties.

Your TAAS 
Education 
Committee
Tom Davies, 
Trish Logan, Tom 
Grzybowski 

Pitching In

new board member/public relations coordinator
STEVE RIEGEL has joined the TAAS Board of Directors 
and will coordinate public relations for the Society. His e-mail 
address is pr@taas.org.

new events coordinator

LYNNE OLSON has assumed the role of events coordinator. 
Her e-mail address is events_coord@taas.org.

Photos courtesy of Trish Logan



The Sidereal Times May 2011

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 3

THANKS so much to Will Ferrell and others for organizing and opening 
GNTO for the very successful “Unofficial” Messier Marathon on April 
1, as reported in last month’s Sidereal Times. It was a great example 
of the enthusiasm and flexibility that makes GNTO such a great place 
and TAAS such a rewarding and fun organization. As you’ll see below 
from Pete’s opener’s report on the official Messier Marathon the next 
night, Will and the others made a smart call—the weather forecasts were 
correct, and we were indeed clouded out the next evening. Good call, 
Will, especially since the backup date was also a bust due to weather 
(see below). 

Here are some words from Pete Eschman’s opener’s report on the April 
2 official Messier Marathon night: “We had a small but enthusiastic 
turnout last night. I counted four scopes and eleven people.  I unlocked 
the gate about 5:15. Clouds overtook us around 10 and I closed up at 
10:30. One person attempted the marathon, but chasing closing sucker 
holes made it difficult. Lisa Wood was the Isengarder and–along with 
several other observers–successfully 
viewed a number of Messier objects. The 
Sevilleta bosque fire provided a spectacular 
display of smoke plumes. Once it got dark, 
we could see the orange light of flames 
illuminating the smoke cloud.”

As always, thanks to Carl Frisch for 
dragging the road before this event—until 
we get some moisture, the lower mesa 
road (the last 6 miles or so of southbound 
Claudine) has a few rough spots, and we 
recommend that you hug the west side after 
the Garcia turnoff.  Also, it’s that time of 
year again, as Lisa points out—about half 
a dozen calves lined the road, ready to leap 
in front of your car—slow down when you 
see them anywhere near the road. 

ON APRIL 30 (last night as I write this), 
our official GNTO Messier Marathon 
Backup event occurred.  Lisa was the 
opener, although I got there early to replace 
the shutter that blew off the small dome 
in one of the fierce windstorms we had in 
April.  Probably due to some pessimistic 
weather forecasts, turnout was very light, 
eight or nine people, and only two scopes ever made it out of cars, 
because of the wind.  Lisa only awarded one of her prizes—to Greg 
Dillon, for being the first person on the field to visit GNTO three times.  
He won a tiny yellow flashlight powered by a hand crank no bigger than 
a collar button.  Lisa says that we’ll call a weather date on GNTO Spice 
Night (spouse specially invited)—stay tuned for the next attempt. 

The wind never really died down, occasionally gusting to 25 mph.  

Around midnight Greg finally admitted defeat and packed up his 25” 
Dob as the last man standing.  Even though the observing wasn’t so 
great for this event, there was (as always) plenty of great conversation 
in the Ortega building, where we wind wimps hung out while John 
Laning and Greg braved the elements.  I can safely say that a good time 
was had by all.

THIS MONTH, I’m happy to report significant progress on the better 
utilization of the GNTO Video Outreach Equipment—Pete and I are 
training two more GNTO committee members, Lance Hurt and Dee 
Friesen, to use this excellent educational aid (funded by a generous 
grant from Intel Corporation). Look for us this month at the first Oak 
Flat Star Party!  The equipment can show people spiral structure in 
galaxies, incredible detail of faint nebulae, and the former planet known 
as Pluto, even from light-polluted sites.  All this shows on a video 
monitor, so people who have trouble seeing through eyepieces can 
experience our incredible hobby and see some amazing things that even 

our most experienced observers with large 
telescopes rarely spot. Next month Lance 
Hurt will take this equipment to a TAAS 
star party at La Vida Llena retirement 
community, where this access feature will 
be especially appreciated.   Thanks, Lance 
and Dee, and welcome aboard!

April’s fierce windstorms combined with 
my failure to properly latch it resulted 
in part of the shutter being blown off the 
small dome.  Amazingly, the dome did 
not sustain any damage, and with Dave 
Pitonzo’s help, we reassembled the shutter. 
It is as good as “new” now.  Hopefully, 
this incident will serve as a reminder to 
keyholders that GNTO safety and security 
require constant vigilance.

IN SPITE of my transgression, I am 
still in charge of GNTO’s CCD imaging 
program, so if you are interested in doing 
some astrophotography, please contact 
me via e-mail at gnto@taas.org to make 
arrangements. Most observing nights, I can 
have your excellent GNTO CCD imaging 
equipment ready to go in the 10-foot dome 

shortly after dark. I can quickly show you what you need to know to 
start taking your own pictures immediately without purchasing any 
expensive equipment. 

GNTO is open to TAAS members and their guests with at least one 
or two observing nights every month. On observing nights we have 
the usual crowd of “experts” wandering in and out of the comfortably 

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Steve Welch

continued on page 4 . . .

M67 is a very old open cluster about the age of our Sun. 
Most open clusters are torn apart by the gravity of 

the galaxy’s spiral arms. However: M67 is above the plane of 
the Milky Way by 1500 light-years, so it has stayed together 
and stars with mass of the Sun or less are still there.

Equipment: AT102ED f/7, iOptronIEQ45 mount, SBIG 
ST8300M with CFW5, autoguider SBIG SG-4 with 80mm Orion 
Short Tube. 30x1-minute images for each red, green,and blue 
filters. Software: CCDSoft v5, PhotoShop Elements v9. April 
2011, Tijeras, NM.                                             —John Laning
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 Are You in the Loop?             Lisa Wood

YOU CAN check the Sidereal Times and the Web site calendar 
(homepage, way up top) for upcoming events, but—did you 
know that April 30 was SPICE night at GNTO? If you aren’t on 
the TAAS e-mail list, probably not.  This was a night to bring 
your spouse out to enjoy a beautiful sky, observe, and even knit 
by red light. Yes, it can be done.

Themes for New Moon nights at GNTO are often cooked up 
somewhat last-minute, and the only way to know what the 
theme might be is to check the TAAS e-mail list.  Please contact 
Director Pete Eschman to learn how to get on the list—it would 
be a shame to miss Iridium Flash Night or Killer Asteroid Night!  

Here are some upcoming GNTO events—

May 28 New Moon
June 4 New Moon
July 2 New Moon—Tour—Big Scope Training

  (Isengard)

.  .  .  G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

1 2 3 4
ATM SIG
Meeting

5 6 7 
Astronomy Day

Oak Flat Star 
Party

8 9 10 Atrisco Heritage 
Academy School 
Star Party

11 12
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

13 14
TAAS General 
Meeting

15 16 17 18
ATM SIG
Meeting

19 20
Explora Adult 
Night

21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
GNTO NM

29
                                                   
     

30

     

31

heated Robert Ortega Building. We’re always available for all levels 
of advice, help, or pontification. Also, our Guest Trailer is open with 
coffee, hot chocolate, and any snacks you might want to share. In 
addition to the 16” Isengard scope in the big dome and the Big Glass 
that the club’s “Old Guard” bring to our GNTO observing nights, we’ve 
got four loaner Dobsonian scopes and a bunch of other great equipment 
waiting for you, so please plan your next trip to GNTO soon.

GNTO committee meetings are open to any TAAS members. They 
are a great way to get more involved with your observatory. We have 
a dinner-time meeting every other month at 6:30 p.m. on a Thursday. 
There is no meeting scheduled for this month, but if you want to get 
involved, send me an e-mail—we always have some hot topics on the 
GNTO agenda, and it takes a lot of people to keep the place running. 
We usually meet at Mannies Restaurant, 2900 Central Avenue SE (SE 
corner of Girard and Central). If you have any questions about GNTO or 
committee meetings, please contact me, Steve Welch, e-mail:gnto@taas.
org, 505-866-7668 (home) or 303-530-2661 (mobile).
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Saturday, May 14, 2011, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map last page)

Chasing Water
The Disappearing Lake Mead and its Implications for 

Water in the West

John Fleck, science journalist

TAAS General Meeting

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

J u n e  2 0 1 1

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3
Sidereal Times 
deadline

4 
GNTO NM

5 6 7 8 9 GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

La Vida Llena

10 11 Solar Day

12 13 14 15
ATM SIG
Meeting

16
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

17 18
TAAS General 
Meeting,
Astronomy 101

19 20 21
Summer Solstice

22 23 24 25 
Oak Flat
Star Party

26
                                                   
     

27

     

28 29 30
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L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

To convert from Degrees, Minutes, Seconds:
Divide seconds by 60, then add minutes, then 
divide by 60 again.

For security reasons, GNTO location is available 
by request only, so please contact Pete 
Eschman for GNTO information.

GENERAL
Douglas Macdonald

DARK SKY
Randy Gauntt
David Penasa

Angie Richman
Jared Spaulding

D o n a t i o n s  t o 
TA A S

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, June 3. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or OpenOffice.
org Writer. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a r c h  2 0 11

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 200 200 0
Family 67 69 -2
Educational 10 9 1
Military 2 2 0
Total Paid 279 280 -1
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 41 41 0
Total Members 327 328 -1

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
o r  R e t u r n i n g 

T A A S  M e m b e r s
JODY FORSTER

NOMI GALLO

ROGER KENNEDY

DOUGLAS MACDONALD

GREGORY NELSON

SY SANTOS

JARED SPAULDING

Explanation of Dues and
 Membership Renewal Date

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month 
the check is received. Notice of renewal 
will be sent out the month before the due 
date. You will have until the end of the 
month after your renewal date to send 
your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that 
time, your membership will lapse. When 
you pay on a lapsed membership you 
will be reinstated in the month that the 
membership was originally due. (If dues 
were due in March and you did not renew 
until May or June or July, etc., the date of 
your renewal will be in March. If your dues 
are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early 
your membership date stays the same 
and your next year’s dues will be due on 
that date next year.

—Dan Clark
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Steve Snider
President

president@taas.org
slsnider423 at yahoo dot com

David Blair
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
505-296-9632, 505-205-9562 (C)

Arthur VanDereedt
Secretary 

secretary@taas.org
vandeta at msn dot com, 505-821-0530

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com, 505-344-9686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
505-821-1232

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Melissa Kirk
Director

505-385-0113

Dave Pitonzo
Director

dpitonzo at comcast dot net
503-939-3297

Steve Riegel
Director/Public Relations

pr@taas.org
505-274-3362

Steve Welch
Director/Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
505-866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director / UNM Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org
dzirzow at unm dot edu

2 0 1 1  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

  Archivist    Pat Appel   292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson   856-2537  events_coord@taas.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Bob Hufnagel   890-8122 (H)  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   603-424-7375 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Steve Welch   866-7668 (H)  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Steve Riegel   274-3362  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell      webmaster@taas.org



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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