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Life in the Universe Series
July’s TAAS General Meeting features 
the second part of a two-part series on 
life in the universe:

7 p.m. Saturday, July 16, at 103 Re-
gener Hall, UNM

“A Debate on SETI” 
Penelope Boston and David Blair

Moderated by Judy Stanley

SETI, the search for extraterrestrial 
intelligence, has been underway with 
for decades now. How likely is it to 
succeed?

Biologist Penelope Boston and TAAS 
Vice President David Blair will take up 
this question, echoing the 1990s writ-
ten debate between astronomer Carl 
Sagan and evolutionary biologist Ernst 
Mayer. Though the debaters represent 
themselves rather than these predeces-
sors, Boston generally takes the Sagan 
position that a search is likely to suc-
ceed in the foreseeable future. Blair, on 
the other hand, will argue that intel-
ligent civilizations are extremely rare 
and detecting one in the near future is 
unlikely.

Judy Stanley, Education Officer at the 
National Radio Astronomy Observa-
tory, will moderate TAAS’s first-ever 
debate. Following opening statements, 
she will lead the discussion, first 
among the debaters and then opening 
the discussion to audience participa-
tion.

THE SUPERNOVA–discovered only 
this past month–is located at 7:30 p.m. 
if noon is the top part of the galaxy. 
It is a very bright white star near the 
bottom edge of the spiral arm. The 
supernova is a Type II, which means 
the star’s core collapsed to either a 
neutron star or a black hole and blew 
away the outer atmosphere. During 
this explosion heavier elements than 
iron are created. June 23 and 24, 2011, 
Tijeras,NM.

Equipment: AT102ED f/7 SBIG ST8300M 
with FW5, Auto-Guider SG-4 on a 80mm 
Orion Short Tube f/7. Mount iOptroniEQ45. 
Both M-51SN and M-101 RGB 90x1minute 
exposure . Software: CCDSoftV5, MaxIm 
IPV5 and PhotoShop ElementsV9.

--John Laning

Video Makes a Hit at 
La Vida Llena Star Party 

Steve Welch and Lance Hurt

M51 with Supernova SN2011dh

OUR GNTO Video Outreach Setup and 
my personal copy of that gear were the 
center of a stunningly successful star party 
on June 9 at the La Vida Llena retirement 
community. John and Hélène (Lanie) 
Dickel, a professional astronomer couple 
who live at La Vida Llena, thought that 
the equipment would be a perfect fit for 
a star party in this venue, and they were 
certainly proved correct.  Lanie will 
be giving the talk at the August TAAS 
general meeting, “Molecules in Interstellar 
Space.”

http://www.taas.org
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CLOUDS and the terrible fires in Arizona 
that put so much smoke into our skies here 
in early June threatened to ruin this event, 
but we pushed ahead and were rewarded, as 
the clouds and smoke seemed to thin out as 
the sun was setting.  The conditions weren’t 
great, but the video equipment made up for 
the sky’s shortcomings, and our audience 
of over 40 seniors was treated to video 
views of the Moon, Saturn (and five of its 
moons), M3, and several other deep-sky 
objects.  Unfortunately, sky conditions and 
equipment limitations prevented us from 
spotting the supernova in M51, but since we 
had two retired or semi-retired professional 
astronomers in attendance, questions about 
the supernova, stellar evolution and other 
galaxies were answered in depth not usually 
seen at a TAAS star party.  We should recruit some of the La Vida 
Llena astronomers to help us with other public events!

A hard-core group (including the astronomers) hung out until after 
11 p.m. while we pointed at several other deep-sky objects and 
had some interesting discussions.  The general agreement was that 
the video equipment was a major hit.  At most star parties, many 
people don’t really “get” looking through a telescope eyepiece for 
any of a number of reasons.  With the video astronomy setup, the 
image is on a TV screen where many people can see it at the same 
time and ask questions about what is being shown.  At La Vida 

Llena, there was the additional consideration that at least one-third 
of the attendees would have had a hard time getting access to a 
typical telescope eyepiece.  I had several people thank me for the 
access feature, which allowed them or their spouses to participate 
and enjoy the event.  

A great time was had by all—enthusiasm was as high or higher 
than most school star parties.  We were asked to repeat the event 
in the fall, and I think we will.  Anyone who wants to get involved 
with that event or has an idea for another video outreach event 
should contact Lance, Pete, or me.  

Technical details: The GNTO Video 
Outreach Setup was purchased with funds 
from a grant by Intel Corp.  At La Vida 
Llena, the GNTO Stellacam 3 integrating 
video camera was used in place of the 
eyepiece on Lance Hurt’s Meade 10” 
Schmidt-Cassigrain scope.  Steve Welch’s 
nearly identical Watec integrating video 
camera was mounted on his little Meade 
ETX-80, an 80mm aperture f/5 refractor.  
We generally pointed the two telescopes 
at the same object throughout the night, 
with the ETX-80 video monitor showing 
a wide view (about a 1 degree FOV--
Field Of View), and the SCT showing a 
“close-up” view—a 1/5 degree FOV.  The 
SCT’s longer focal length and greater 
magnification was great for cruising 
around on the moon or showing the rings 
and moons of Saturn, but the narrow FOV 
was too small for globular clusters or 
larger nebulae.  Still a few kinks to work 
out, but this setup rocks!

Photos: Hélène Dickel

Video Makes a Hit at La Vida Llena 
Star Party continued from page 1
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WELL, it’s been a smoky month here in New Mexico—great 
for sunsets and red moons, but not the best for breathing or 
stargazing.  We started the month with another big success for 
our GNTO Video Outreach equipment at the June 9th La Vida 
Llena retirement community star party.  For more details see 
the article elsewhere in this issue.

When extreme fire danger cancelled our June 25 Oak Flat 
public star party, an impromptu GNTO observing night 
was born.  Some people just can’t hack night sky photon 
withdrawal, it would seem.  Gordon Pegue volunteered to 
open.  We had some first-timers and at least two big scopes 
(Alan’s and Gordon’s).  I couldn’t make it, but it sounds like I 
missed a good night.

Here’s Gordon’s report: “There were frisky winds at times 
and the seeing and 
transparency were not 
great. Seeing about 6.5 
on a scale of 10 and 
transparency about the 
same although shortly 
after midnight, it looked 
like the transparency 
improved just a bit.  That 
did not stop the intrepid 
observers from enjoying 
the clear skies and rich 
variety of deep- sky 
objects and Saturn.  I 
played with my 18” 
scope, enjoying things 
like M3, M5, M104, etc., 
etc.  Around 10ish, I tried 
estimating the apparent 
magnitude of SN2011dh 
in M51. I had an AAVSO 
chart with some comparison star magnitudes. Using the 
inside/outside focus trick, I feel pretty comfortable estimating 
that the super nova was between 12.7 and 12.8. All in all, a 
very enjoyable evening of observing!”

Our official GNTO New Moon Observing night (with 
training) occurred on July 2.   Pete Eschman opened, and Bill 
Wallace manned the Isengard.  The weather looked bad in 
Albuquerque for most of the afternoon, and there was even a 

thunderstorm cell that went over the Belen Mesa, dumping a 
significant fraction of an inch of much needed rain near the 
observatory.  I actually saw puddles on the road!  Not so great 
for astronomy, but we really need the rain.  Carl Frisch took 
advantage a shower earlier in the week to groom “our” road, 
and it was in better shape than it has been in many months—
thanks so much, Carl!

In spite of the not-so-promising weather, we had a great 
turnout (at least 26 people), and the skies eventually 
cooperated.  The transparency wasn’t too great, but the 
Milky Way made a modest appearance.  We had three or four 
groups of first-time visitors to GNTO.  Becky and Shane 
Ramotowski made a too-rare GNTO appearance.  Becky 
swapped out her solargraph cameras. Hopefully, she’ll post 
these interesting and beautiful records of six months of our 

star’s path through the 
daytime sky somewhere 
soon. 

I gave a couple of first-
time visitors, 11-year-old 
Trinity and her mom, 
training on using the 
Isengard.  Trinity is a 
new TAAS member and 
she is the same age as 
I was when I became a 
serious astronomer—I 
think she’s a bit ahead 
of me.  A few people 
caught a glimpse of the 
41-hour-old moon.  After 
dark, as Dee’s excellent 
and well-attended special 
Binocular Observing 
event (we’ll have to 

repeat this, soon) was wrapping up, we witnessed a great 
ISS pass.  On this pass, the space station passed just a few 
arc minutes from Saturn—very cool!  With all the first-time 
visitors, Bill Wallace had a good run of business on the 
Isengard.  Finally, before Pete closed up around 2 a.m., he 
and I had spent a good bit of the night nursing our ailing 
Internet connection and the observatory’s control computer 
(HAL).  We’ll have it back up and running before you read 
this, I’m sure.

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Steve Welch

continued on page 10. . .

On the Event Horizon

TAAS Board Meeting  ..............................Thu., July 14

Explora Adult Night ....................................Fri., July 15 

TAAS General Meeting ............................. Sat., July 16

ATM SIG Meeting .................................... Wed., July 20

Oak Flat Star Party ................................... Sat., July 23

Sidereal Times Deadline ..............................Fri., July 29

GNTO New Moon  ..................................... Sat., July 30

ATM SIG Meeting ................................. Wed., August 3

GNTO Committee  ................................. Thu., August 4
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ATM SIG
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7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

15
Explora Adult 
Night

16
TAAS General 
Meeting

17 18 19 20
ATM SIG
Meeting

21 22 23 
Oak Flat Star 
Party

24
                                                   
      31

25

     

26 27 28 29
Sidereal Times 
deadline

30
GNTO NM

The High Desert Amateur Radio Club, HDARC, 
will be joining TAAS members at Adult Night at 
Explora Museum on Friday, July 15.  We will be 
setting up radios and antennas on the north side 
of the west deck.  TAAS members, whether or 
not they are hams, are invited to come and learn 
about ham radio and talk to the world (depending 
on propagation).  I know that some of the HDARC 
members are also interested in astronomy and 
there are about two dozen hams in TAAS.  This 
is a great opportunity for cross-promotion.  I look 
forward to seeing you at Explora.

Bill Firth
TAAS Membership Chairman
HDARC BOD Chairman

Browse the TAAS Store online at
www.taas.org

Look for the link on TAAS home page.

FOR TAAS LOGO WEAR AND MORE

www.taas.org
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Saturday, July 16, 2011, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Life in the Universe Series, Part II

A Debate on SETI
Biologist Penelope Boston vs. TAAS Vice President David Blair

moderator: Judy Stanley, education officer, nrao

TAAS General Meeting

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

A u g u s t  2 0 1 1

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
ATM SIG
Meeting

4 GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

5 6

7 8 9 10 11
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

12 13
TAAS General 
Meeting

14 15 16 17
ATM SIG
Meeting

18 19 20
Oak Flat Star 
Party

21 22 23 24 25 26
Sidereal Times 
deadline

27
GNTO NM

28
                                                   
      

29

     

30 31
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Barry Spletzer (with Will Ferrell)

YOU probably all know that TAAS has had an exceptional Web site for years (www.taas.
org).  We are fortunate to have an even more exceptional Webmaster in Will Ferrell.  Will 
has just finished revising, revamping, and updating our Web site.  The result is impressive.  
Just take a look:

AS YOU CAN see, everything is at your fingertips, or more 
correctly at your mouse’s fingertips....but mice don’t have fingers... 
never mind the mouse anatomy, it’s just all so convenient now.

Personally, I love the menu buttons across the top and down the 
left side.  Just about everything you want is right there.  As Loaner 
Scope Coordinator, I’m happy to see my program is even in both 
places!  And the Loaner Scopes now have separate pages for 
reflectors, other scopes, and accessories. It couldn’t be easier.

For those of you who enjoy the Sid Times in full-color and on line, 
it is easier to get to than ever.  From here, I’ll let Will tell you how 
to find it:

There’s a quick new way to get to the current issue. 

1. If www.taas.org still takes you to the old familiar (but soon 
becoming out of date) TAAS Web site, go to www.taas.org/newtaas. 

You’ll see the page shown above.

2. Below the home page title, The Albuquerque Astronomical 

Society, there are five “buttons.”  The furthest to the right says 
Newsletter. Click on that button.

3. You’ll go to a page where you can click current issue in green to 
immediately open the current issue in low resolution. 

If you need high resolution or back issues, you can also select the 
Year, Month, and Resolution from the boxes below and click 
Submit.

That’s all there is to it!

 Thanks for the directions, Will.

IT DOESN’T stop there. Prospective members are just one click 
away from joining.  There’s a link to a great collection of member 
photos. Even the wonderful TAAS200 is just a click away.  In 
addition to all the utility, Will has given us an attractive new look.

I can’t begin to cover all the improvements.  Click on over and 
check it out for yourself.  

Top section of new TAAS home page

Will’s Work Weaves Wonders with World Wide Web

http://www.taas.org) 
http://www.taas.org) 
http://www.taas.org
http://www.taas.org/newtaas
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In short, TAAS appears to have the most comprehensive and 
best-equipped loaner program anywhere. Thanks to our diligent 
Webmaster Will Ferrell, we even have a spiffy new Web page 
for the program (as well as for all of TAAS).  Click on over 
sometime and check it out. (See the article on page 6.)

Our variety of scopes just got a little bit greater with two of 
these scopes just coming online for loan.

The first is a Meade 90mm f/11 refractor. This is our only long-
focal-length refractor. With a 1-meter focal length it provides 
good magnification for the Moon and planets.  It is by far the 
most portable telescope with such a long focal length. The 
scope alone weighs only 6 pounds and the tripod 9 pounds.  It 
will easily fit into any car. If you have always wanted to try a 
refractor, now is your chance.

The second scope, an Odyssey 8-inch, is a recent donation. 
When it came in, it was a little rough, being the only scope I’ve 
ever seen with a Telrad tied on with twine. Becky Ramatowski 
checked it over giving it a great new paint job and some 
convenient handles. This is another portable scope. It’s an f/4.5 
so the tube is only 36 inches long and the base is a mere 19 
inches tall. It fits easily into any car. With a total weight under 
40 pounds and handles on both the base and tube, it’s the only 
light bucket we have that you can literally pick up and run with.

Give one of our new scopes a try. For that matter, try out 
any scope from the amazing variety we offer. Just go to the 
TAAS Web page (www.taas.org) and select “Telescope Loner 
Program” from the menu on the left side. Check out the scopes, 
decided what you want, and e-mail me. There is a link to the 
loaner program e-mail right on the page.  I hope I can set you 
up soon to gather those free photons with your free telescope.

Barry Spletzer

HOPEFULLY, you all know that TAAS has an extensive 
telescope loaner program.  I’ve always suspected that the 
TAAS loaner program is one of the best and largest, but I had 
never really tried to find out.  Before writing this, I cruised the 
Web to see what the “competition” is like. 

My search turned up a number of astronomy clubs and even 
public libraries with telescope loan programs.  Like TAAS 
loaners, their telescopes are loaned free to club members. 
Most of the programs have no more than 4 telescopes. I did 
find one club with 10 scopes and another with 13 but that was 
the limit. We have 18 scopes.  With the exception of a lone 13-
inch Coulter, no program outside of TAAS has a scope over 10 
inches. Our program has 3 such scopes, the 13-inch Coulter, a 
13-inch truss tube, and the 12.5-inch travel scope.  Both truss 
tubes and travel scopes of any size were nonexistent outside 
TAAS in my search.

In addition, we have more accessories than any other program.  
Have you ever wondered if high-end eyepieces are worthwhile? 
We have a pair of Naglers for you to try.  Maybe a nebula filter 
is for you but you’d like to find out before you spend $100. The 
loaner program has these in both 1.25- and 2-inch sizes. Is 
your scope out of alignment? Check out our laser collimator. 
We even offer a Coronado H-alpha scope for loan.  Our more 
mundane accessories include Barlow lenses, red chart lights, 
and star charts.

Our Odyssey 8-inch scope is a light bucket 
you can pick up and run with.

Our Meade 90mm f/11 refractor provides 
good magnification for the Moon and planets.

It’s the Biggest and Best!
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Art VanDereedt

TAAS Board Meeting 
Thursday, June 16, 2011

Directors present: Steve Snider (President), Dan Clark (Treasurer), 
Tom Davies, Art VanDereedt (Secretary), Steve Welch, Daniel 
Zirzow, Ray Collins

Missing Members: David Blair (Vice President), Lynne Olson 
(Events Coordinator), Melissa Kirk, Dave Pitonzo, Bob Havlen, 
Steve Riegel

Agenda 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

I. Agenda –  Approved by acclamation and there was a brief 
discussion on the fact that this meeting would brief with 
the close of the school year and campus observatory at 
UNM, the fact that a number of people were on vacation 
and the limitations of both the fires and the dry conditions 
making for limited viewing.

II. Minutes – Before the meeting opened, there was a 
discussion about putting out the raw minutes early and 
distributing the minutes to the board and having them edit 
the minutes for completeness and the possibility delaying 
of the publication of the minutes for a month.

III. Committee Reports

a. Education – Brief discussion about the Star Parties 
during the year and about the fact that there are 
planned 9 CAT 1 Star Parties and 2 CAT 3 Star 
Parties for the coming years. This was followed by a 
brief discussion of the problems associated with the 
last Star Party and where there were any lessons to 
be learned.

b. Finance – A summary was distributed of the balance 
sheet of the TAAS which hasn’t changed very much 
from last week. Mention was made that membership 
was stagnant and a discussion followed whether we 
ought to be doing anything to improve that situation. 
TAAS business cards, brochures, and posters were 
handed out to help advertise what we do.

c. GNTO – A discussion followed on the fact that the 
viewing conditions at GNTO were poor on June 4 as 
a result of both variable cloudy skies and the recent 
fires towards Arizona. However Steve said they were 
able to salvage some viewing towards dusk with the 
observation of  M51 and the supernova with a 20-inch 
telescope.

There was a discussion also about the success of 
the outreach program to an assisted living facility, 
La Vida Llena, on June 9, as a result of having the 
GNTO video screen set up to a 10-inch Meade 
telescope, in which about 40 people attended. 
It was well set up and there were also 4 retired 
astronomers who were able to answer questions. 
Finally there was a discussion about training more 

members to use the GNTO video setup because 
more people can enjoy the viewing simultaneously.

d. Membership – Membership chairman was not 
present and no report was given.

e. ATM/ Specials Projects – Brief discussions about 
blanks and Eric’s new telescope which he built. It is 
planned that Eric may bring to the general meeting 
Saturday.

f. Other – None.

IV. Current Activities 

a. General Meetings 6/18/2011 – David is on vacation 
so there was no discussion about activities coming up

 Events this Saturday:

- Astrophotography by Becky

- Talk on SETI program by Dave Pitonzo – specifically: 
“The Origins of Life and the Drake Equation.” 

b. UNM Campus Observation – The campus 
observatory is now closed for the summer. Open 
again in August

c. Oak Flat Report – Discussion because it is closed 
until further notice due to dry conditions and danger 
of fire. Discussion about using open space as an 
alternate, in lieu of Oak Flat since it is closed. 

d. Explora – Discussion which is a children’s museum 
and a dark night every month from 6 –10 p.m.

V. Future Activities

a. Cosmic Carnival – Scheduled for September 18 
and will be run by Dee Friesen. Judy Stanley will 
be working open space and would welcome TAAS 
telescopes and assistance.

b. Banquet Planning – Being reserved this week at 
Elegante for January 14, 2012. Discussion about 
getting speaker and also about awards.

VI. Old Business

AED Purchase – It was agreed by vote that the AED would 
be purchased for $1,515 for equipment and $1,025 for 
a 2-year maintenance, with the money coming from the 
general fund. There would be a minimum of 8 people to be 
trained on using the AED.

VII. BOD remarks / discussion
None.

VIII. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

http://www.lavidallena.com/senior-retirement-albuquerque-nm.asp
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L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman or Steve Welch for GNTO 
information.

GENERAL
Trish Logan

Timothy Martinez

 GNTO
Kevin McKeown

Steve Welch

DARK SKY
Ariel Boston

Timothy Martinez
Alan Otterson

Albert Seargeant
Steve Welch

D o n a t i o n s  t o 
TA A S

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s
for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, July 29. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a y  2 0 11

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 205 200 5
Family 64 64 0
Educational 10 10 0
Military 2 2 0
Total Paid 281 276 5
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 41 41 0
Total Members 329 324 5

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
o r  R e t u r n i n g 

T A A S  M e m b e r s
ANDY HOUSE

THOMAS MC HENRY

STAN ORRELL

ALAN OTTERSON

Explanation of Dues and
 Membership Renewal Date

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark
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M101, the Pinwheel Galaxy, a spiral galaxy 
in Ursa Major, 25 million light-years distant.  
June 23 and 24, 2011, Tijeras,NM.

Equipment: AT102ED f/7 SBIG ST8300M 
with FW5, Auto-Guider SG-4 on a 80mm 

Orion Short Tube f/7. Mount iOptroniEQ45. 
Both M-51SN and M-101 RGB 90x1minute 

exposure . Software: CCDSoftV5, MaxIm 
IPV5 and PhotoShop ElementsV9.                                            

--John Laning

I am in charge of GNTO’s CCD imaging program. If you 
are interested in doing some CCD Astrophotography, please 
contact me at gnto@taas.org. Most observing nights, I can 
have your excellent GNTO CCD imaging equipment ready 
to go in the 10-foot dome shortly after dark.  It only takes 
me a couple of hours to show you what you need to know to 
immediately start taking your own great astrophotos without 
having to purchase any expensive equipment yourself. 

GNTO committee meetings are open to any TAAS members. 
They are a great way to get more involved with your 
observatory. We have a dinnertime meeting every other 
month at 6:30 or 7 p.m. on a Thursday. We had a lightly 
attended GNTO Committee meeting most recently on June 
23.  Many of our regular committee people missed a great 
meeting at Ray Collins’ beautiful and comfortable (and, most 
importantly quiet!) compound in Albuquerque.  I brought 
pizza, and Ray and his wife supplied a great salad, fresh from 
their gigantic garden.  If we can work out the adult beverage 
angle, I’m in favor of revisiting this venue indefinitely (rather 

than meeting at yet another noisy restaurant), or at least 
until Ray and his wife can’t stand us any more.  Any TAAS 
member can be on the GNTO committee—just send me an 
email, and come to the meetings, that’s all it takes.  We will 
welcome you with open arms, for sure—there are always 
some hot topics on the agenda, and it takes a lot of people to 
keep the place running.  We can use all the help we can get. 

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and their guests and 
we have at least one or two observing night gatherings every 
month, weather permitting.  Always, on observing nights we 
have the usual crowd of astronomy and astronomy equipment 
“experts” wandering in and out of the comfortable Robert 
Ortega Building.  Also, the Guest Trailer next to the dome 
is open with coffee, hot chocolate and any snacks you might 
want to share. In addition to the 16” Isengard scope in the big 
dome and the Big Glass that the club’s “Old Guard” bring 
to these observing nights, we’ve got four loaner Dobsonian 
scopes at GNTO and a bunch of other great equipment 
waiting for you, so please plan your next trip to GNTO 
soon. If you have any questions about GNTO or committee 
meetings, please contact me, Steve Welch, e-mail:gnto@taas.
org, 505-866-7668 (home) or 303-530-2661 (mobile).

.  .  .  G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3
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  Archivist    Pat Appel   505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   505-344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    505-238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   505-277-1141 (W) darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   505-821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson   505-856-2537  events_coordinator@taas.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   505-228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    505-899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   603-424-7375 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Steve Welch   505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Steve Riegel   505-274-3362  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell      webmaster@taas.org
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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