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THE Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society will hold one of its 
occasional swap meets on Saturday, 
September 10. Melissa Kirk will 
deliver a short presentation on 
types of telescopes, after which the 
marketplace will open. 

Bring books, accessories, 
eyepieces, telescopes—anything 
astronomically related. Giveaways, 
swaps, sales—all modes of astro-
commerce welcome. 

Door prize: Geoff Andersen’s The 
Telescope: Its History, Technology, and 
Future (Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 2007).

Saturday, September 10, at Regener 
Hall at 7:00 p.m. See the map  on 
the last page of this issue.

Swap Meet Set 
for

 September Meeting

Cosmic Carnival 2011 Coming to Balloon Museum
Dee Freisen

Tom Graham, Pat Rose, and Will Ferrell volunteering at last year’s event

TAAS WILL CELEBRATE National Astronomy Day by hosting Cosmic Carnival for the 
fifth year in a row.  It all takes place on Sunday, September 18, from1:00 – 5:00 
p.m. at the Albuquerque Balloon Museum.  The City of Albuquerque’s Arts-In-
the-Park program is also featured.  Twelve science and astronomy exhibitors have 
signed up  and will be located inside the museum.  The artists  will set up outside 
the building on the grass east of the museum.

Steve Rigel with his solar scope ready for public viewing

TAAS members are needed to volunteer for the TAAS exhibit, assist with the 
planetarium shows, and bring telescopes to view the Sun.  A 4.5-inch Orion 
StarBlast telescope will be won by some lucky visitor.  Details of the event are 
available at www.cosmiccarnival.net.  Contact Dee Friesen (friesend@comcast.
net) with questions or suggestions.

http://www.taas.org
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IT’S BEEN another quiet monsoon month at GNTO…  I’m 
writing this the day after another clouded-out New Moon 
observing night on August 27.  We had a hopeful forecast for 
last night, but alas, it wasn’t to be.  Paul Grunfield opened, 
and when I arrived about an hour before sunset (a time when 
it was totally overcast in Albuquerque), there were big clear 
areas in the sky with thunderheads all around on the horizon. 
The thunderheads didn’t seem to be moving, so I used our 
Internet connection to look at the radar and satellite maps, 
and saw a slow-moving, weak low-pressure area right on top 
of us, causing the thunderheads to move in a circle around 
us…never seen that before.  There were some big clear areas 
on the infrared satellite pix, though, so we had hopes.  Well, I 
did—always a Pollyanna!

A short time later, it turned into another evening with 
an excellent turnout (considering)—nineteen people and 
seven scopes, with two of the loaner scopes out on the field 
including the first serious use of George Pellegrino’s  rebuilt 
10” Dob by some first-
time visitors and the 
Isengard, which Lisa 
made a valiant attempt 
to use through the sucker 
holes in the clouds.  What 
I hoped would be the 
highlight of the night 
turned into a very brief 
moment when Steve 
Riegel probably spotted the 
brand new supernova in 
M101 through a sucker 
hole.  

I planned to image the 
supernova in the small 
dome, but was delayed 
in setting up our CCD 
imaging gear until it was 
too late.  After Steve R.’s 
hole closed up, there were 
only small sucker holes 
in the clouds for the rest 
of the night. Not sure if 
anyone spotted Comet 
Garradd passing Messier 
71, which was another 
planned object for most of us.  Still, a good time was had by 
all who attended.  Lisa handed out her special award—not 
sure who to or what for, but “you must be present to win”—
you could be the next big winner, but only if you show 
up!  As always, many astronomical and non-astronomical 
tales were exchanged—a favorite pastime at most GNTO 
gatherings.  Later in the evening, Carl Frisch and Karen 
Keese dropped by for a visit, and I rudely forgot to thank 
Carl for the amazing condition of our road—he has obviously 

been working overtime on the grading of “our” part of 
Claudine.  Thanks again, again, again, Carl for this amazing 
and very important volunteer effort you contribute to TAAS 
and GNTO!

After 9:30 it became obvious that the sucker holes were 
getting smaller and we started losing people.  Lisa and I sat 
outside the main dome, talking in the dark (always one of the 
best things about GNTO observing nights, be they cloudy or 
clear, in my opinion), as we watched it clear up.  Too little, 
too late though, since we had lost all our stargazers except 
for Lisa’s family, who were too tired and hot to revive their 
enthusiasm from earlier in the evening.  As I closed up 
the facility at midnight, most of the sky was clear, except 
for some lingering giant clouds to the south and north.  
As I arrived home in Los Lunas at 12:45 a.m., it was still 
completely overcast, except for the hole I could see to the 
south over GNTO.  As Steve R. said such is astronomy in the 
monsoon season…

Since I am in charge of 
GNTO’s CCD imaging 
program and have had 
several people contact 
me recently to ask for 
training on the GNTO 
CCD equipment, and 
since we have two bright 
supernovae and a comet 
within reach of our 
equipment and were 
clouded out last night, I 
am planning an imaging/
ccd training/demo event 
sometime in September 
for Supernovae 2011dh, 
2011fe, and Comet 
Garradd.  If you want to 
participate, keep your eye 
on the TAAS-L e-mail list 
(subscription instructions 
on the TAAS Web site, 
click on “List Server”) or 
contact me via e-mail.

THIS MONTH, on 
September 17, is the 

annual Fall Equinox GNTO open house/potluck picnic/
training/observing event once again.  This is a great way 
to get introduced or re-introduced to GNTO and your 
fellow TAAS members. If you attend the basic training 
(starting a little before sunset), you’ll be capable of using 
the Isengard 16” scope in the big dome all by yourself!  
Maybe the next step for you after that will be getting into 
CCD astrophotography?  If so, I’ll be conducting training/

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Steve Welch

continued on page 8. . .

On the Event Horizon

Oak Flat Star Party .............................. Sat., September 3

ATM SIG Meeting ..............................Wed., September 7

TAAS Board Meeting  ....................... Thu., September 7

TAAS General Meeting ..................... Sat., September 10

Solar Sunday ..................................... Sun., September 11

Gonzales Elementary Star Party ..... Tue., September 13

GNTO Equinox Picnic, Open House  Sat., September 17 

Cosmic Carnival ................................Sun., September 18

ATM SIG Meeting ............................Wed., September 21

GNTO Committee ............................ Thu., September 22

Sidereal Times Deadline ..................... Fri., September 23

Explora Adult Night .......................... Fri., September 23
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

COME HELP kick off our school star party season. Our 
first star party of the year is September 13, 7:30 p.m., 
at Edward Gonzales Elementary School , 554 90th St. 
SW.

This will be a category 1 star 
party with the planetarium, 
classrooms, and telescopes. 
We expect a large turnout. 
 
Thanks for your support,  
The Education Team 
Tom, Trish, and Tom

Back to School Star Party Kickoff

1 2 3
Oak Flat 
Star Party

4 5 6 7
ATM SIG
Meeting

8
TAAS Board 
of Directors 
Meeting

9 10
TAAS
General 
Meeting

11
Solar Sunday, 
NMMNH

12 13 Edward 
Gonzales 
    Elementary 
          School
           Star Party

14 15 16 17 
GNTO 
Open House/ 
Equinox Picnic

18
Cosmic 
Carnival,
Balloon 
Museum

19 20 21
ATM SIG
Meeting

22
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

23
Sidereal Times 
deadline,
Explora
Adult Night

24
Okie-Tex Star 
Party opens

25
                                                   
      

26

     

27 28 29 30

Browse the TAAS Store online at
http://www.taas.org

Look for the link on TAAS home page.

FOR TAAS LOGO WEAR AND MORE

http://www.taas.org


The Sidereal Times September 2011

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 5

Saturday, September 10, 2011, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Swap Meet
Bring books, accessories, eyepieces, telescopes—anything 

astronomically related.

FEATURING MELISSA KIRK ON TYPES OF TELESCOPES

DOOR PRIZE: TELESCOPES  BY GEOFF ANDERSEN

TAAS General Meeting

N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 1

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Astronomy Day,
Okie-Tex Star 
Party closes

2 3 4 Ernie Pyle 
Middle School
Star Party

5
ATM SIG
Meeting

6 7 8
TAAS
General 
Meeting

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Open Space 
Star Party

16 17 18 19
ATM SIG
Meeting

20 21 22
Placitas Star 
Party

23
                                                   
      30

24

     31

25 26 27 28
Sidereal Times 
deadline

29
GNTO NM
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Comet C/2009 P1 Garradd and M71
Constellation Sagitta.
Image taken August 26, 2011.
4-minute subs for a total of 40 minutes.
Luminance only.
—Dan Richey
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M45  The Pleiades. This morning the skies cleared so I was able to image M45 
from 3 a.m. to 5 a.m. I was surprised I was able to set up my equipment in 

the moonlight without knocking anything down. 

Equipment: AT72ED f/6, SBIG ST8300M with FW5, iOptron iEQ45 mount, auto-guided with 
SBIG SG-4 and AT102ED f/7. 85 1-minute exposures Blue x40,Green x30,Red x15 (lost 
focus hold due to elevation). Combined Red (Add + Median Combine). Software CCDSoft 
V5, Photoshop Elements V9. Cropped final image due to not flat field. August 22, 2011, 
Tijeras, NM.                                                                                                   —John Laning
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demo of the club’s very powerful CCD camera setup in the 
small dome later in the evening—we only have room for 
about seven people in the small dome, but we’ll do as many 
shifts as needed to accommodate all interested people—
we’ve had a recent upsurge in interest, and lousy weather 
and equipment problems have created a backlog.  The 
good news is that once you have been checked out on the 
equipment and want to use it some GNTO night, all you 
have to do is to contact me via e-mail at gnto@taas.org to 
make arrangements and I’ll have the equipment ready to go 
in the 10-foot dome shortly after dark.  After a short training 
session, you can start right in taking your own great digital 
astrophotographs without having to purchase any expensive 
equipment yourself.  Of course, you can use our equipment 
and my “expert” experience and advice (definitely note the 
quotes there—those of you who have attended my classes 
may have noticed that sometimes I’m an expert only in my 
own mind!) as a springboard to get familiar enough with the 
process of CCD astrophotography to gain the knowledge and 
experience needed to make purchase decisions of your own.

Don’t forget the potluck picnic part of the GNTO Fall 
Equinox event—we always have a surplus of TAAS members’ 
specialty menu items, all of them delicious and most of them 
edible even by people who don’t know the New Mexico 
state question.  Especially if you’ve never been to GNTO 
before—come on down for this delicious introduction to your 
observatory!

.  .  .  G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

GNTO committee meetings are open to any TAAS members. 
These are a great way to get involved with your observatory. 
Our next meeting is September 22.  This is a dinnertime 
meeting which we have every other month at 7 p.m. on 
a Thursday. If you are interested in helping keep your 
observatory a going concern, any TAAS member can be on 
the GNTO committee—just send me an e-mail, and start 
coming to the meetings—that’s all it takes!  There are always 
some hot topics on the agenda, and it takes a lot of people to 
keep the place running.  We can use all the help we can get. 

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and their guests, and 
we have at least one or two observing night gatherings 
every month, weather permitting.  Always on observing 
nights we have the usual crowd of astronomy and 
astronomy equipment “experts” wandering in and out of 
the comfortable Robert Ortega Building.  Also, the Guest 
Trailer next to the dome is open with coffee, hot chocolate 
and any snacks you might want to share. In addition to the 
16” Isengard scope in the big dome and the Big Glass that 
the club’s “Old Guard” often bring to these observing nights, 
we’ve got four loaner Dobsonian scopes at GNTO and a 
bunch of other great equipment waiting for you.  Please plan 
your next trip to GNTO soon. If you have any questions 
about GNTO or GNTO committee meetings, please contact 
me, Steve Welch, e-mail:gnto@taas.org, 505-866-7668 (home) 
or 303-530-2661 (mobile).

Sunspots 
associated with Active Region 
1263 I shot on August 6 
from my back yard in NE 
Albuquerque.  I used a 5” 
Maksutov-Cassegrain with a 
Baader AstroSolar film filter, 
DMK31 monochrome camera 
and #56 green filter, processed 
with RegiStax 5 and GIMP.

--Steve Riegel
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman or Steve Welch for GNTO 
information.

GENERAL
Aubrey Nichols

Donald Peterson
Richard Schiek

 
GNTO

Dale Murray
Alan Scott

DARK SKY
Aubrey Nichols

D o n a t i o n s  t o 
TA A S

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, September 23. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u l y  2 0 11

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 212 208 4
Family 67 67 0
Educational 12 12 0
Military 3 2 1
Total Paid 294 289 5
Honorary 6 7 -1
Complimentary 41 41 0
Total Members 341 337 4

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w 
o r  R e t u r n i n g 

T A A S  M e m b e r s
FRANKLIN ALBANESE

LAURA CALDERONE

JAMES FOWLER

MICHAEL MOLITOR

DAVID RAY

Explanation of Dues and
 Membership Renewal Date

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark



The Sidereal Times September 2011

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 10

The North American Nebula NGC7000 and a ghostly Pelican IC 5067-70. 

Equipment:  AT72ED f/6, SBIG ST8300M with FW5, iOptroniEQ45 mount, Auto-guider  SBIG 
SG-4 with AT102ED f/7. RGB 45:15:15 one-minute images. I used the Red for Luminosity 
so the nebula would have more detail. Software: CCDSoft V5, MaxIm DL IP V5, Photoshop 
ElementsV9. August 2011, Tijeras, NM.                                                           —John Laning
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  Archivist    Pat Appel   505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins   505-344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley    505-238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa   505-277-1141 (W) darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Davies   505-821-1232  education_coord@taas.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson   505-856-2537  events_coordinator@taas.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer   505-228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    505-899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper   603-424-7375 (H)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director  Steve Welch   505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Steve Riegel   505-274-3362  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer   505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow   dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell      webmaster@taas.org

2 0 1 1  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Steve Snider
President

president@taas.org
slsnider423 at yahoo dot com

David Blair
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
505-296-9632, 505-205-9562 (C)

Arthur VanDereedt
Secretary  / Librarian

secretary@taas.org
vandeta at msn dot com, 505-821-0530

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com, 505-344-9686 (H)

Tom Davies
Director / Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
505-821-1232

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Melissa Kirk
Director

505-385-0113

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator

Photo
events_coordinator@taas.org                                not

505-856-2537                                  available

Dave Pitonzo
Director

dpitonzo at comcast dot net
503-939-3297

Steve Riegel
Director / Public Relations

pr@taas.org
505-274-3362

Steve Welch
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
505-866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director / UNM Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org
dzirzow at unm dot edu

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society
P.O. Box 50581

Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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