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Observe—Educate—Have Fun

(505) 254-TAAS (8227)taas — 2011 winner of astronomy magazine’s out-of-this-world award  •    since 1959

by Gordon Pegue

AS A NEW TAAS member, one of 
the first TAAS events I attended was 
the August 8, 1992, General Nathan 
Twining Observatory (GNTO) dedica-
tion ceremony, and I recall a few things 
about that day: It was extraordinarily 
hot, there were a lot of folks present, 
and I was very intrigued by the notion 
that this astronomy club had their own 
observatory. Not long afterward, at a 
GNTO observing night, I met George 
Pellegrino and volunteered to serve on 
the Observatory Committee. In 1993 I 
became Chairman of the Observatory 

Robert 
Ortega

Dedication, August 1992

George Pellegrino

Gordon Pegue

Steve Welch

Groundbreaking, March 1990
Left to right on the shovels are
Nathan Twining, Jr., land donor; 
Lt. Col. Bill Isengard, telescope donor, 
and Dave Finley, TAAS President.

GNTO 

TAAS 
Observatory

Directors

Pete Eschman

The Making of Our Observatory
Saluting 20 Years of Vision

On GNTO’s Twentieth

http://www.taas.org
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

Committee, taking over from George. 
During my tenure, many facilities en-
hancement projects were conceived, 
planned, and executed. Later the posi-
tion of GNTO Director was formalized 
and I became the first GNTO Director. 
Just because I was the first did not di-
minish the accomplishments of those 
who came before me, but all that had 
transpired provided a solid foundation 
of progress for those who followed, 
right up to the present time. Subse-
quent GNTO Directors (Robert Ortega, 
Pete Eschman, and Steve Welch) have 
all grasped the paintbrush and added 
their personal brush strokes to the 
broad canvas that is the GNTO.

Thanks to all TAAS members and 
friends who contributed photos to this 

issue in celebration of two amazing 
decades of GNTO and to all those whose 

labor of love it is.

The TAAS Sacred Temple

The first time I entered the General 
Nathan Twining Observatory 

(GNTO), I felt like I had entered the 
sacred temple of The Albuquerque 
Astronomical Society (TAAS).  All of my 
life I had been in wonder of observatories.  
A few times I had even visited large 
professional scientific observatories like 
Mt. Palomar.  But in each case I was 
simply a visitor and never peeked into 
an eyepiece. However, when I entered 
GNTO I was entering my observatory.  
Here was a large piece of equipment that 
looked like it belonged in an observatory.  
In addition, there was a real dome and 
other interesting looking stuff that 
appeared to be scientific.  However, the 
best thing was that it was an observatory 
that I would use.

To say that it is my observatory is not 
correct.  GNTO is the observatory of all 
TAAS members past, present and future. 
It was built with the hopes, dreams, 
sweat and donations of more people 
than I can possibly identify.  For most of 
us the observatory is “just there.”  We 

go and the doors are open, the electrical 
system is powered up, and the outhouse 
door is unlocked.  But it is not that 
simple.  Behind the scenes of all that 
makes GNTO functional is leadership.  
The most critical are the four past and 
current observatory directors.  They are 
the high priests of the temple. Along with 
the other TAAS members of the GNTO 
Committee, they are the saints of the 
TAAS sacred temple.

All of this was started by the late 
George Pellegrino.  In addition to being 
responsible for the creation of the 
observatory, he served as the first GNTO 
director.  He was followed by Gordon 
Pegue, the late Robert Ortega, and then 
Pete Eschman.  Today the high priest is 
Steve Welch.

GNTO does not just happen.  It is the 
result of the efforts of many dedicated 
TAAS members working unselfishly 
many hours to make GNTO the best 
astronomical society observatory in the 
country.  So come to GNTO, enter the 
sacred temple, and enjoy the night sky at 
your observatory.

OBSERVE        EDUCATE       HAVE FUN

The best thing was 
that it was an
observatory that I 
would use.

The story of the GNTO is a story of 
dedication, selflessness, persistence, 
boldness, imagination, gritty determi-
nation, but most importantly, one of 
volunteerism. Without the vast cadre 
of people who donated time, effort, 

sweat, money, equipment, materials, 
skill, expertise, wisdom, humor, sun-
block, and pizza over the years, our 
wonderful world-class facility would 
not provide the eminently enjoyable 
observing experience that it currently 
delivers. Whether you’re a hard-core 

visual observer like me, an imager, or 
you just enjoy the camaraderie of the 
casual GNTO observing experience, 
the GNTO can satisfy the astronomy 
needs of all TAAS members. So the 
next time you’re at the GNTO, stop for 
a moment, look around at everything, 
and be proud and grateful for the ac-
complishment that is today’s GNTO.

As the GNTO continues to evolve and 
grow, I can only ponder with wonder 
what it will be like in another twenty 
years as enthusiastic and dedicated 
members add their brush strokes to the 
GNTO canvas.

. . . O n  G N T O ’ s  2 0 t h  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

a solid foundation
of progress
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Ortega Building construction, August 2000

Hoisting the Main Dome

Main Dome installation

Gordon Pegue

Prepping the observing field, August 1997

Ortega Building construction

Assembling the Imaging Dome, August 2001

Eagle Scouts install picnic area,
 August 1998

GNTO:
 Always 

a Work in 
Progress

Building the new road

Pete Eschman
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9 TAAS Presidents at 10-year celebration 2002

New Year’s Eve 2000

Dedication of the Isengard GoTo system in 
memory of Lyman Sandy

TAAS picnic 2000

Star party 2012

George Pellegrino Gordon Pegue

Messier Marathon 2002

Star party 2012

Pete Eschman

Robert Ortega

GNTO: 
Good
 Times
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The 
GNTO
Mystique

Astronomy 101 Surveys September Sky 
Attractions Before General Meeting
by Dave Pitonzo

September is an interesting time to 
observe because we see the end of 
summer and the beginning of fall. Early 
in the evening, it’s fun to say goodbye 
to the great summertime sights in 
Sagittarius. As the night goes on and 
the Milky Way lies closer to the horizon, 
we get a glimpse of the south galactic 
pole and the nearby galaxies of the 
Sculptor group. 

On Saturday, September 1 at 6:00 p.m. 
we will have an Amateur Astronomy 
101 session on binocular observing 
during the late summer and early fall. I 
will also talk about a few deeper targets 
for more experienced observers. So 
come and learn about bright and dark 
nebulae, star clusters, and galaxies 
that can be observed with a minimum 
of optical aid. See you at UNM’s 
Regener Hall.

Researching Exoplanets
on Maui

Andrew Hunt
Albuquerque Academy ‘12

Andrew Hunt, a 2012 graduate of 
Albuquerque Academy, spent part of 
his Senior spring gathering data on 
exoplanets at the Faulkes Telescope 
on Maui. He will share his research 
and experiences at the first September 
General Meeting of The Albuquerque 
Astronomical Society. The presentation  
(7 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 1, in UNM’s 

Regener Hall) is free and open to the 
public.

In an end-of-year project of his own 
design, Andrew began with indepen-
dent study in astronomy, and then trav-
eled to Maui and worked with Dr. J.D. 
Armstrong from the University of Ha-
waii Institute for Astronomy. He used 
the Faulkes Telescopes to measure 
known exoplanet transits. He then col-
lected and analyzed data for two differ-
ent exoplanet transits.

Andrew is beginning studies at New 
Mexico Tech this fall. “I am very inter-
ested in both science and engineering,” 
he says.

G e n e ra l  M e e t i n g  N e ws

D av i d  B l a i r    
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Observing Report:
Lunar Occultation of Venus
by Jim Kaminski
On Monday, August 13, 2012, I was able 
to see my first occultation of Venus by the 
Moon. The thin crescent of the Moon and 
some scattered clouds made it hard to 
locate initially, but Venus was readily seen 
with the naked eye. I used an 80mm f/6 
refractor with an 8mm Paradigm eyepiece 
to see the disappearance, and a 15mm 
to see Venus reappear because the view 
was a little dimmer. Venus was a little less 
than half illuminated. I was able to get the 
WWW audio time signal using a short-
wave radio (Eton model E100) tuned to 
10 mHz, and recorded it on a digital voice 
recorder (Olympus model VN-4100), then 
graphically picked the time using some 
simple software (Audacity) on my Mac. 
 

Some other details— 
location = Albuquerque, NM (35°11’N, 
106°30’W, 6190 ft. elevation) 
weather = scattered clouds, 89° F, 4–7 
mph wind 
local time = 2:42 to 3:48 p.m. (MDT)
disappearance = 20:42:27 UTC (as a very 
small point of light) 
first reappearance = 21:48:36 UTC (as a 
sliver of light) 
reappearance = 21:48:55 UTC (Venus 
clear of the Moon) 
 

It was impressive to see the Moon ap-
proach Venus, and then overtake it. Try-
ing to see Venus reappear was tedious 
because the view was bright, the exact 
spot was not known, and the eye tires. I 
was surprised by the sliver-like reappear-
ance (given that the disappearance was a 
tiny point of light), until I realized that the 
dark side of Venus was first to disappear 
so it must also be the first to reappear—
meaning that a broad swath of Venus is 
what first I saw. (My eyes were not good 
enough to see the two horns of the cres-
cent Venus reappear.) 
 

This was a very enjoyable event for me. I 
understand that although a lunar occulta-
tion of Venus occurs every year some-
where on Earth, another will not occur in 
this area until December 7, 2015, in the 
morning with the sun up. I hope to see it, 
too.

Final Oak Flat Star Party 
September 8
The next—and last—Oak Flat Star Party of 
the summer is on Saturday, September 8 
at the Oak Flat/Juniper Loop area. Gates 
open at 6:30 and observing begins at 
dusk.  Please arrive before dark to park 
and access the field and use only red 
lights once observing starts to save night 
vision and make the telescope operators 
happy!  We will be using the Juniper 
parking and picnic area again, so come 
early and bring a bite to eat before the 
stars come out.

Our August event was a great success, 
with many TAAS telescopes of all varieties 
and a large, happy crowd of visitors 
enjoying clear skies and the extra added 
attraction of the Perseid meteor shower.  
There were many first-timers and new 
members, and we hope that all will return 
for another opportunity to take in the great 
New Mexico night sky!

Oak Flat is located approximately 9 miles 
south of Tijeras on #337.  See the map on 
our Web site www.taas.org for directions 
or write taas@taas.org with any questions.
The public is invited and encouraged to 
attend.

Bachechi Open Space
Star Party September 7
TAAS and 
Bernalillo County 
will co-host a 
star party at the 
Bachechi Open 
Space on Friday, 
September 
7, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. 
with a talk on amateur astronomy by 
Barry Spletzer in the Environmental 
Education Building .  This will be 
followed by observing at 8:00 p.m. 
with the telescopes of TAAS at the 
amphitheater on the grounds and a 
laser tour of the constellations as the 
skies darken.  
 
The Open Space is at the junction of 
Alameda Blvd. NW and Rio Grande 
Blvd. NW. (south of Alameda Blvd. and 
the parking lot for Bosque Trail access, 
west of Rio Grande Blvd.). Parking 
for the public will be available at the 
Bosque Trail access lot, and a short 
trail leads into the Open Space facility.
This will be a great night to enjoy the 
opportunities that New Mexico skies 
offer for appreciating the wonders of 
the universe! 

The public is invited and encouraged 
to attend this free event. To register—a 
courtesy to anticipate attendance—
e-mail calangan@bernco.gov or call 
314-0398. You may also e-mail TAAS 
at taas@taas.org with any questions. 
A map showing directions to the area 
can be found on our Web site at www.
taas.org.

Star Parties on Tap for Weekend of Sept. 7/8
by Lynne Olson

Alan Scott 
explains a big 
scope
at August 
Oak Flat
Star Party.

Barry Spletzer, 
standing at Dob, 

and John Laning, 
seated foreground, 
show off Saturn to 

Oak Flat crowd.
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In a rare daylight appearance, two of the 
new loaners pose for the camera.

by Roger Kennedy

Since opening the New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History andScience 
observatory for solar observation and 
information, TAAS members Anthony 
Martinez, Doug Ray, Dave Ray, Robert 
Katz, Tim Martinez, and Roger and 
Linda Kennedy have seen over 2,000 
visitors in the dome. Our own resident 
scientist Barry Spletzer has refurbished 
the drive and filter over the past several 
years and is working on a new hand 
control device or interface. 

Several museum volunteers have also 
joined the effort. The dome is open 
from 10:00 until 12:30 Monday through 
Saturday and features a 16” LX200 
Meade with Hydrogen alpha and 4” 
energy reduction filters. The interior 
of the dome is lined with solar images 

by Barry Spletzer, The Loan Ranger

SURE the TAAS Loaner Telescope 
Program is the biggest anywhere. Of 
course it has the biggest scopes, the 
most scopes, and the biggest selection. 
It’s a great way for new members to 
get their first scope and there’s 
no better place for more seasoned 
vets to try out different equipment. 
With virtually all of the 18 scopes 
usually checked out, it serves a 
good number of TAAS members, 
new and old, and all at very minimal 
cost to TAAS.

You’d think that would be enough but, 
truth be told, some of our equipment 
might be termed a little vintage. Not 
that there is anything wrong with 
vintage optics, like our excellent 8-inch 
Cave. In computer technology we are 
definitely behind the times. The only 
resemblance to a computer scope is 
our Celestron 8-inch SCT with a Meade 
Magellan I attached. Unfortunately, 
the Magellan I is only slightly younger 

than the explorer Magellan and his 
crew.

All that changed with a recent rash of 
computerized GoTo scope donations. 
We now have two Nexstar Maksutov-
Cassegrains and a Bushnell NorthStar 

Newtonian. They are all very portable 
(another word for small aperture) but 
at 100mm, each one grabs more light 
than two of our most popular scopes, 
the Celestron ED 80mm refractor and 
the ETX90.

Since there have been waiting lists 
for several of the popular scopes 
lately, you might want to get your 
reservations in now. Just e-mail 
telescope_loans@taas.org to reserve 
your spot for one of these electronic 
marvels. They’ll be skyworthy shortly 
so don’t miss your chance.

from David Evans of the UK, SDO, 
SOHO, and members of the Charlie 
Bates Solar Astronomy Project in the 
Atlanta area.

If interested in joining, as the 
temperatures start to moderate, contact 
Roger Kennedy at rwkennedy45@
centurylink.net or 296-2405.

Loaner Program Leaps into the 21st Century

Each one grabs more light 
than two of our most popular 
scopes.

Solar Outreach at the Museum Observatory

Anthony Martinez and Simone Seagle

Roger Kennedy and Dave Ray

Robert Katz and Doug Ray
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S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 2

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
September
General
Meeting, 
Astronomy 101

2
First Sunday at
NM Museum of 
Natural History 
and Science

3 4 5
ATM SIG
Meeting

6 7
Bachechi Open 
Space Star Party

8 Oak Flat
 Star Party
Okie-Tex 
Star Party 
Begins

9 OTSP 10 OTSP 11 OTSP 12 OTSP 13 OTSP
 

14 OTSP
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

15 OTSP
GNTO NM

16 OTSP 17 18 19
ATM SIG
Meeting

20 21
Explora Adult 
Night

22 Fall Equinox
GNTO
Equinox
Picnic/
Training

23 
30

Cosmic
Carnival 

24

     

25 
Lowell 

Elementary 
School

Star Event

26 27
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

28 29 
October
General
Meeting

Public Observing Friday Nights 
at the UNM Observatory
by Lynne Olson

Every Friday night beginning 
August 24, during normal Fall and 
Spring Semesters, the UNM Campus 
Observatory, just two blocks north of 
Lomas on Yale, offers public observing 
from their dome with their Meade 
14” telescope.  TAAS members are 
regulars on site with their telescopes 
to show the sights of the evening and 
answer questions.

Check the UNM Observatory Web 
site (http://panda.unm.edu/pandaweb/
observatory/index.phtml) or call their 
Hotline number 277-1446 after 3:00 
p.m. on Friday to check for closures 
or for more information. Parking and 
admission are free. 

 Thank you in advance for arriving 
before dark to park to avoid directing 
light to the observing area and for 
using only red lights after dark to 
preserve night vision.

The map to the observatory can be 
found on our Web site at www.taas.org. 
You may also contact taas@taas.org 
with any general questions.

 Dates in GNTO History
Groundbreaking

 March 1990

Main Dome Construction
 1990-1992

Observatory Dedication
    August 1992

Observing Field Prep
August 1997

Eagle Scout Project
August 1998

Ortega Bldg Construction 
August 2000

Imaging Dome Construction
August 2001

http://panda.unm.edu/pandaweb/observatory/index.phtml
http://panda.unm.edu/pandaweb/observatory/index.phtml


The Sidereal Times September 2012

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 9

Saturday, September 1, 2012, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Researching Exoplanets on Maui
Andrew Hunt

Albuquerque Academy ‘12

Astronomy 101: Observing in September    6:00 P.M.

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 254-TAAS (8227).

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night

UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 
Call the TAAS hotline @254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline @ 277-1446  to confirm, or 
unm_coordinator@taas.org.

ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 
Pendley for information @ 296-0549, or 
atm@taas.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

               = School Star Party  
SIG = Special Interest Group

TBA = to be announced 
Blue Italics = Non-TAAS events

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 2

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
ATM SIG
Meeting

4 5 6
Open Space 
Visitors Center 
Star Party

7
First Sunday at
NM Museum of 
Natural History 
and Science

8  9 10
Enchanted 
Skies Star Party 
Begins

11ESSP 12 ESSP

Sidereal Times 
Deadline

13 ESSP

GNTO NM

Chaco Canyon

 14
Solar Sunday at 
NMMNH

15 16 17
ATM SIG
Meeting

18
GNTO 
Committee 
Meeting

 

 19  20
Placitas Star 
Party

21 22 23
Sierra Vista 
Elementary 

School 
Star Event

24 25
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

26
NMMNH 
Halloween 
Adult Night

27 
November 
General 
Meeting

 28
 

29

     

30 31  
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bill Firth at
membership@taas.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@taas.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman or Steve Welch for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, September 14 The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is editor@
taas.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u l y  2 0 1 2

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 222 218 4
Family 69 61 8
Education 12 13 -1
Military 4 3 1
Total Paid 307 295 12
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 36 36 0
Total Members 350 338 12

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 o r  R e t u r n i n g

 T A A S  M e m b e r s
Andrew Beisley

Martin Bell

Michael Fairchild

Jim Fordice

Carla Jaramillo

Dale Ouimette

Stephen Vaughan

Explanation of Dues and
 Membership Renewal Date

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

GENERAL
Alex Burd

Donald Peterson
David Trujillo

GNTO
Dale Ouimette

DARK SKY
Marilyn Childs

D o n a t i o n s  t o  TA A S
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@taas.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@taas.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@taas.org
  Education Outreach   Roger Kennedy  505-296-2405 (H)  education_coord@taas.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coordinator@taas.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@taas.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@taas.org
  Membership Chair   Bill Firth    505-899-0950  membership@taas.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@taas.org
  Observatory Director   Steve Welch  505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@taas.org
  Public Relations   Steve Riegel  505-274-3362  pr@taas.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@taas.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@taas.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell     webmaster@taas.org

2 0 1 2  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Dee Friesen
President

president@taas.org
505-856-1593

David Blair
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@taas.org 
505-205-9562 (C)

Arthur VanDereedt
Secretary  / Librarian

secretary@taas.org
vandeta at msn dot com, 505-821-0530

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@taas.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Ray Collins
Director / ATM Coordinator

atm@taas.org
ray at rinzai dot com, 505-344-9686 (H)

Amy Estelle
Director

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

Roger Kennedy
Director/Education Coordinator

education_coord@taas.org
505-296-2405 (H)

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Mike Molitor
Director

molitor.simon@gmail.com
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator

events_coordinator@taas.org                                
505-856-2537                                  

Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Dave Pitonzo
Director

dpitonzo at comcast dot net
503-939-3297

Steve Riegel
Director / Public Relations

pr@taas.org
505-274-3362

Steve Welch
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@taas.org
505-866-7668 (H)

Daniel Zirzow
Director / UNM Observatory Coordinator

unm_coord@taas.org
dzirzow at unm dot edu
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MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@taas.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@taas.org  You may 
send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor at 
editor@taas.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@taas.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@taas.org or 890-8122 
to check out a book or make a contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.taas.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@taas.org
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