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Steve Alardo to Discuss 
Martian Meteorites

On May 25 at 7:00 p.m. in UNM’s Regener 
Hall, Steve Elardo will present “Martian 
Meteorites: How do we know they’re 
from Mars and what’s so important 
about the newest one?” 

We hear about Martian meteorites in 
the news with over 100 discovered to 
date. But since we have yet to bring any 
rocks back from Mars, how do we know 
these are Martian? In this talk, Steve 
will discuss the geochemical evidence 
that definitively links these meteorites 
to Mars. He will also discuss the newest 
Martian meteorite, Northwest Africa 

continued on page 6 . . . 

G e n e ra l  M e e t i n g  N e ws

D i c k  Fate

     TAAS Has submitted a letter of 
nomination to the International Dark-Sky 
Association (IDA) for the Chaco Culture 
National Historical Park to be designated 
as a Dark-Sky Place. The Chaco staff 
will submit the formal application and 
perform the required steps to receive the 
designation. The designation is significant 
achievement. To date, only eleven park 
sites worldwide have been designated. 

     The application should be completed 
in time for the October 2013 Chaco TAAS 
Star Party. TAAS will be a partner with 
Chaco in the execution of the Chaco Night 
Sky Program by participating in the two 
yearly Chaco TAAS Star Parties.

The Sidereal Times Advances 
Into the Digital Age

by Barry Spletzer

The Sidereal 
Times has been 
the workhorse of 
communications in 
TAAS for many years.  
Originally, only a 
black-and-white 
printed version 

was available, sent by bulk mail weeks in 
advance to assure timely arrival. Several 
years ago, we embraced electronic media 
and offered members a choice between 
a first-class-mailed paper version and a 
digital full-color version. The number of 
members receiving the Sid Times by mail 
has steadily dwindled ever since, from 
about 300 copies each month to 28.  

With only 12% of the membership receiving 
mailed copies and costing TAAS $800 last 
year to produce the printed issue, the Board 
decided it was time to bid farewell to the 
paper edition of the Sid Times and offer only 
the Web-based issue.

The digital version will remain in color and, 
as always, will be available immediately 
upon posting to all members and to the 
public. You may see some changes over 
the next few months as our editor takes 
advantage of the freedom offered by not 
having to adhere to a mailable format. We 
believe these changes will make our already 
stellar newsletter even better.

If you truly need a printed copy, contact 
taas@TAAS.org.  However, to save time, 
effort, and money for our dedicated 
volunteers, the number of mailed copies 

photo g. b. cornucopia

http://www.taas.org
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

Dee’s Astronomical Imaging Style Frankly, I am tired of writing, so this month 
I will share with you my astronomical 
imaging style. I take lots of pictures 
related to astronomy, sometimes I even get 
viewable pictures of astronomical objects. 
Here in no particular order are some of my 
astrophotography attempts.

Two loaner telescopes that I have used. I 
observed all the Messier objects with the 
white scope in front of my garage.

The Rosse mirror is the largest metal 
mirror ever made. It was built by Lord 
Rosse at Birr Castle, Ireland. I saw it in 
the Science Museum in London.

The Moon, Venus, and Jupiter as 
observed January 2008 from 
Albuquerque

Astronomical clock in Prague. Magdalena Ridge Observatory.Mt. John Observatory, New Zealand.

Spring TAAS Fabulous 50 Viewing Session in May
ANOTHER TAAS Fabulous 50 viewing 
session will be conducted at this 
year’s first Oak Flat public star party 
on Saturday May 18.  The session will 
begin at 7:45 p.m. just prior to sunset.  
If you missed the earlier  sessions, 
this is an opportunity to catch up with 
the program.

At the Oak Flat session, you will 
be instructed on how to use both a 
printed sky chart and your mobile 
media device. The prominent naked-
eye objects of the spring sky will be 
observed. 

All information, along with a map to 
Oak Flat, is on the TAAS Web site 
www.TAAS.org.

Observe

     Educate 

         Have Fun

www.TAAS.org. 
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IC434the “Horsehead Nebula” and NGC 2024, the “Flame Nebula,” captured on 
March 12, 2013. 24 x 5-min. subs taken with an SBIG 4000XCM camera 

mounted on an AT 65 apochromatic refractor operating at 420 mm focal length. The 
camera’s 15.2-mm square chip yields a crop factor of 2.01, so that the effective focal length, 
compared with a 35 mm camera, is 845mm. The mount was a Losmandy G11. Processing 
was done in CCDSoft, CCDOps5, and Photoshop. 

My profound thanks to those at GNTO who turn off their dome lights, avoid shining 
flashlights in random directions and take the time to coordinate their departures with 
me, thereby minimizing the number of sub frames ruined by taillights and backup lights, 
flashlights, and dome lights. Your understanding is greatly appreciated.         —Vance Ley

G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s Mike Molitor

Greetings!

THE GNTO COMMITTEE met April 18 
at Ray Collins’s residence and reviewed 
the status of past events and planned 
for future events, Building and Grounds, 
Operations, and the Imaging Program.

Building and Grounds had previously 
recommended the replacement of the 
guest trailer. Reports of several options 
were received. A decision was made to 
pursue the pre-built structure option. A 
subcommittee was formed to obtain a 
cost estimate from the proposed vendor 
and to report prior to the next committee 
meeting. 

Operations had previously reported that 
the overshoot and lag positioning issues of 
the Isengard could be largely resolved with 
replacement of the RA gear and clutch. 
The committee approved a replacement/
upgrade to the RA gear on the Isengard 
but delayed action until the guest trailer 
replacement project is further along. 

May 3, Mike Molitor and Pete Eschman 
delivered the Coronado PST (Personal 
Solar Telescope) to GNTO. It is stored in 
the computer room, along with an alt-az 
tripod provided by Barry Spletzer. Thanks 
Barry! Next time you are at GNTO waiting 
for sunset, give this hydrogen-alpha rig a 
test drive. You will be surprised at what 
this small telescope can offer.

Future events include the following:

May 11 is the normal New Moon event at 
GNTO for May.

June 8 is the normal New Moon event at 
GNTO for June. 

June 12 is the next GNTO Committee 
meeting.

As usual, we encourage TAAS members 
to become involved in running the 

Chaco Canyon Star Party Rescheduled for June 8

photo chaco canyon

The Chaco Canyon TAAS star party 
has been rescheduled to June 
8 due to weather. Persons may 
choose to arrive early on Friday, 
June 7 for another night of observ-
ing. The new date hopefully will 
provide clear and warm weather. 
Other details about the star party 
are unchanged and are available on 
the TAAS Web site www.TAAS.org.continued on page 6 . . . 

http://www.TAAS.org
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M a y  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 ATM SIG
Meeting

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 Solar Viewing 
at Rio Grande 
Nature Center;
Sidereal Times 
Deadline

11 GNTO NM

12 13 La Vida 
Llena Star Party; 
NMMNH&S
Constellation Hall
Opening

14 Hodgins
Elementary School
Star Party

15 ATM SIG
Meeting

16 Chelwood Park 
Lunar Observing

17 Explora
Adult Night

18 Oak Flat
Star Party

19 20 21 22 23 Board of 
Directors Meeting

24 25 General 
Meeting

26

 

27

     

28 29 30 31

Dee with TAAS solar outreach scopes at 
Petroglyph National Monument on April 20. 
Ranger Luke Fields, TAAS member, Dee, and 
I did the event for Junior Ranger Day. Visitors 
numbered 126.                 —Roger Kennedy

TAAS to Observe Sun at Elena Gallegos Open Space

TAAS has been invited by the City of Albuquerque Open 
Space Division to provide solar viewing for visitors to 
the Elena Gallegos Open Space on Saturday, June 1. 
The Open Space is at 7100 Tramway Boulevard NE on 
the east side of Albuquerque. Roger Kennedy is leading 
the group of solar observers for the event beginning at 
5:00 p.m. Details will appear on the TAAS Web site www.
TAAS.org.

images freeclipart.com and albuquerque open space

 www.TAAS.org
 www.TAAS.org
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N o t e s
TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).

            = School Star Party
ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 

Pendley for information at 296-0549, or 
e-mail atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night
NMMNH&S = New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the TAAS hotline at 254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, or 
e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

SIG = Special Interest Group
TBA = To Be Announced 

J u n e  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 Solar Viewing 
at Elena Gallegos 
Open Space

2 3 4 5 ATM SIG
Meeting

6 7 Sidereal Times 
Deadline

8 GNTO NM;
Chaco Canyon

9 10 11 12 13 GNTO 
Committee Meeting

14 NMMNH&S 
Adult Night Luau

15 Oak Flat
Star Party

16 17 18 19 ATM SIG
Meeting

20 Board of 
Directors Meeting

21 22 General 
Meeting

23

      30 

24

     

25 26 27 28 29

Saturday, May 28, 2013, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, back page)

Martian Meteorites
 How do we know they’re from Mars and what’s 

so important about the newest one? 

Steve Elardo
PhD Student, UNM Institute of Meteoritics

TAAS General Meeting
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Oak Flat Public Star Party Season Opens May 18

THE FIRST TAAS Oak Flat star party of 
2013 will occur Saturday, May 18. This is 
the annual summer star party series that 
TAAS has been conducting at Oak Flat 
for many years. Oak Flat is a dark-sky 
location but close to town. TAAS mem-

bers are encouraged to bring telescopes 
and share the night sky with visitors that 
in the past have numbered into the hun-
dreds. Most visitors are gone by 11 p.m. 
giving TAAS members the opportunity to 
observe on their own through the night. 

An alternate site is being arranged 
should the Forest Service close Oak Flat 
due to fire danger. A map to Oak Flat 
is located on the TAAS Web site www.
TAAS.org.

photo robert williams

Field Trip To Lowell Observatory 
Planned for 
September
by Tom Graham
   I know that there 
are a lot of us who still 
hold Pluto close to our 
hearts as a (dare I say it?) 
planet. Revolve in peace. We have a field trip, yep, just 
like when you were in school, planned for September 6 
and 7 with a private tour and a chance to look through 
the same telescope used to discover Pluto. This could 
yield great bragging rights at some party many of you 
go to in Texas. So here are the five W’s.
   Who: Any member of TAAS who wants to go. You 
could bring a non-TAAS friend with no problem.
   What: A field trip to Flagstaff’s Lowell Observatory, an 
option to tour the Discovery telescope, and, if desired, 
a visit to Meteor crater near Winslow on the way to 
or from Flagstaff.  The Lowell tour is a private viewing 
around 10 p.m. and includes a look through the big 
scope. This will be at least a two-hour tour. The Discov-
ery tour is during the day.
   When: September 6 and 7. Lowell and Discovery tours 
will be September 7. On your drive over you can stop 
by the crater and give them your name (if you paid in 
advance) and be admitted any time.
   Where: Flagstaff, Arizona, 5.5 driving hours from 
Corrales, and Meteor Crater near Winslow on the way 
to Flagstaff. Lodging will be on your own and we can 
coordinate when we know our solid numbers. I plan on 
driving up to the Grand Canyon on Saturday morning.
   Why: Observe  Educate  Have Fun
   Details: Cost of the Lowell tour is $200 to be split 
evenly among the attendees. The Discovery tour is $100 
per person. Meteor crater is offering us a group rate 
($11.00 instead of the usual $15.00). To qualify, send 
the $11.00 to Tom by mid-August.
   For further information and to get on the list please 
let me know and I will keep you in the loop or at least 
the solar system.
   As a side note, I visited Griffith Observatory in Los 
Angles recently and it is well worth the trip! It is also 
free. 

meteor crater

. . . G N T O  N e w s  &  V i e w s    c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

7034, a water-rich sample of the Martian 
crust discovered by UNM researchers that 
recently made national headlines.

Steve Elardo is a PhD student in the 
Institute of Meteoritics at UNM. He 
received a Bachelor’s degree in Geology 
and Earth and Space Science from Stony 
Brook University in 2008 and a Master’s 
degree in Earth and Planetary Science 
from UNM in 2010. His dissertation 
relates the origin and early differentiation 
of the Moon to the multiple episodes of 
volcanism that built the lunar crust. He has 
also been involved in a number of studies 
of Martian meteorites, including the recent 
paper in the journal Science that reported 
the finding of Northwest Africa 7034, a 
new type of Martian meteorite. 

A map to Regener Hall is on page 12 and 
on our Web site at www.TAAS.org and you 
may address any questions to taas@TAAS.
org. The public is invited and encouraged to 
attend. 

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
     c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

observatory. There are things to do for 
people of all levels and types of expertise. 
Even rank beginners are welcome, and we 
can guarantee that you’ll learn a lot about 
astronomy and telescopes while having a 
lot of fun and doing some work. The more 
people to share the load, the easier it is on 
all of us and the better our observatory will 
be. Attending GNTO Committee meetings 
is a super way to become involved with 
running your observatory. We need all the 
help we can get, since it does indeed take a 
village to run an observatory.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. We have at least one or two 
official observing-night gatherings every 
month, weather permitting. We also have 
unofficial flash observing events hosted 
by GNTO key holders like Will Ferrell 
and me. We are planning on announcing 
special short-notice clear-sky alert CCD 
imaging nights, too—keep your eyes open 
on TAAS_Talk! You, as a member, can host 
your own event. Please contact me if you 
need a key holder to assist you. You will 
appreciate the warm and comfortable 
Robert O. Ortega building (the ROOst!). 
Our 16” Isengard scope in the big dome, 
the Big Glass that the club’s “Old Guard” 
often bring to these observing nights, our 
new CCD astrophotography setup, and our 
four loaner Dobsonian scopes (you can 
use a 16” Dob all to yourself—first come, 
first served!) are just a few of the pieces 

of astronomical equipment waiting for 
you at your observatory. Please plan your 
next trip to GNTO soon. If you have any 
questions about GNTO or GNTO committee 
meetings, contact Bill Wallace (505-710-
5172). E-mail:gnto@taas.org.

www.TAAS.org.
www.TAAS.org.
http://www.TAAS.org
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Solar Outreach at ABC Libraries Summer Reading Program
by Roger Kennedy

WE WILL PROVIDE solar observation with telescopes, Our Magnetic Sun table, solar 
education posters, and activities. This year we will team up with volunteers and staff 
from NMMNH&S and Maxwell museums for the “Digging into Science” events which 
will include activities about Mars exploration and finding evidence for past life (fossils) 
in the rocks of Earth. I will be at all events but others are encouraged to bring a scope 
or help out when and where they can.

SOLAR OUTREACH: May–September 2013
Sat., June 1  Hillerman Library Summer Kickoff 11:00–2:00
Sat., June 8  South Valley Library SRP  2:00–3:00
Thu., June 13 Erna Ferguson Library SRP*  3:30–4:30
Sat., June 15 Los Griegos Library SRP  3:30–4:30
Tues., June 18 Ernie Pyle Library SRP   10:30–11:30
Wed., June 19 East Mt. Library SRP   3:30–4:30
Thu., June 20 Lomas–Tramway Library SRP*  2:00–3:00
Mon., July 1  Taylor Ranch Library SRP*  10:30–11:30
Mon., July 8  Alamosa Library SRP   3:30–4:30
Fri., July 12  Westgate Library SRP   3:30–4:30
Fri., July 19  Hillerman Library SRP   10:30–11:30
Thu., July 25 Main Library SRP*   10:30–11:30
Sat., July 27  Cherry Hills Library SRP  10:30–11:30

(SRP = Summer Reading Program, partnering with NMMNH&S, Maxwell Museum, 
and *Petroglyphs National Monument)

Rio Grande Nature Center 
Herbfest Saturday, May 11

Fifty-two adults visited our presentation before 
the rain and clouds chased us away at 12:30.

Our equipment works well, but we found that 
the monitor is best seen under the canopy.

TAAS volunteers on hand were Mike Molitor, 
Roger and Linda Kennedy, and Greg.Dillon

Wow!s and Ah!s Heard
at Atrisco Star Party

by Tom Graham

THE SCHOOL STAR PARTY animals were at it 
again this past month at Atrisco Elementary. 
The weather cooperated and we had some 
very good viewing.  Kids and parents were 
able to see Jupiter, Saturn, the Orion Nebula, 
and the Moon. Thanks to Pete Eschman who 
pointed out where one of the Apollo mis-
sions landed.  There were over 150 people in 
attendance and many looked through a tele-
scope for the first time.  The Wow!s and Ah!s  
were heard all over the observing field.  

If you have not been to a school star party 
for a while, come on out and enjoy the night 
sky in a low-pressure environment and see 
the smiles on kids’ faces.  

Thanks to Jim Fordice, Pete Eschman, Ed 
Juddo, Bob Havlen, Bob 
Hufnagel, Tom Grzybowski, John Laning, 
Dave Pitonzo, Trish Logan, Mike Kernodle, 
and of course to Joanna Berman for hauling 
and managing the planetarium.  These folks 
have all been doing yeoman’s work for the 
school parties and made so many kids have a 
spark for science and astronomy!
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Pamela Wilson

  
 

TAAS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
UNM P and A Building

1900 (7:00 p.m.) MST • April 25, 2013
   
Directors Present: Dee Friesen, Dan Clark, 
David Frizzell, Mike Molitor, Lynne Olson, 
Gordon Pegue, Becky Ramotowski, Steve 
Riegel, Bill Wallace, and Pamela Wilson.

Directors Absent: Robert Anderson, Amy 
Estelle, Dick Fate, Tom Graham, Bob Havlen, 
and Roger Kennedy.

Guests: Jim Fordice.

Meeting was called to order by President Dee 
Friesen at 7:01 p.m.

President’s remarks: Infrared pictures of 
Horsehead Nebula released by NASA in 
Astronomy News were perused and compared 
to historical photographs and other images of 
M31. 

Board meeting minutes from  March 28, 2013, 
were reviewed and minor typos were noted 
and corrected by Lynne Olson. Updated and 
final revised copy will be sent out the same day 
as April Board Minutes. Steve moved, Gordon 
seconded. 

Committee Reports
 (1) Finance: Dan distributed TAAS Treasurer’s 
Report for March, denoting Fund Summary and 
Fund Details. Monthly Membership Report was 
also included and reviewed. Total members 
stand at 377, up from 355 last year. We had 
13 new members join in March 2013. Dan also 
noted that items missing since OK Star Party 
are no longer missing as they surfaced in the 
travel trailer.

 (2) GNTO: Bill reported the Messier Marathon 
and picnic were successful events even if the 
visibility was limited, the food and company 
were good! Bill Wallace will be stepping down 
as GNTO Director sometime in the future and 
Mike Molitor will step up. 

 (3) Education: (Dee reported) At end of school 

year, review/modify/adapt changes and set the 
school schedule for next year. Roger continues 
with the very ambitious library schedule. 

(4) PR: (Lynne) May and June calendar of 
events handout with some discussion of ways 
to denote TAAS private vs. public calendar of 
events on the Web pages. Some events are 
truly private, some are board-supported, others 
are board-sponsored; the issue of liability 
for events was covered. There will be more 
discussion if needed, but currently all items are 
on the calendar. Lynne requested that directors 
of events write the articles for newsletter and 
submit to Editor and send the information to 
Lynne also to be included on the Web site. 

(5) Membership/Mentorship: Lynne is sending 
out membership guides to everyone (new map 
to GNTO per Barry). There are four maps out 
there, Mike and Bill will look over four versions 
and come up with ONE map for inclusion 
in packet. Lynne sent out all the renewals, 
correspondence with members and with new 
members, sent out e-mails for “thanks” coming 
to meetings. Her work shows that we have 13 
new members this month. 
 
Event Retrospect
1) Web review meeting. (Dee): Nuclear 
Museum hosted the meeting; Denny Popp 
volunteer at museum, who has worked in 

M101“The Pinwheel Galaxy,” captured on the evening of May 3 and the morning of 
May 4, 2013, at Valley of Fires Recreation Area near Carrizozo, NM. 23 x 10-

min. subs taken with an SBIG 4000XCM camera mounted on an 11" Celestron HD Edge OTA with 
Celestron Edge focal reducer, operating at 1960 mm focal length. The mount was a Losmandy G11. 
Processing was done in DSS and Photoshop.                                                                              —Vance Ley
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nuclear power at Westinghouse, and others 
brought out many good ideas for content area 
and authors; Web page color changes; box 
for last minute announcements; site map; 
reorganize opening page. 

2) Messier Marathon: 20-25 people about 10-
11 telescopes; weather could have been more 
cooperative but everyone had a good time.

3) TAAS Fab 50 April 10 and 11; weathered out; 
11th had 7 people w/some visibility; Dee will host 
next session at Oak Flat with some review of 
spring/ add summer. 

 
3) Starry Nights NMMNH&S: the last event 
of the season was supported by a number of 
TAAS members. The sessions will begin again 
in the fall when sunset occurs earlier.

4) TAAS Astrophotography Gallery meeting: 
Dee, Becky, Bill: Vance Ley will coordinate 
project; tentative deadline of project is July 1 to 
go live. 

5) The High Definition Video System (HDVS): 
was set up at GNTO for initial, then again at 
Messier Marathon; used at Starry Nights for 
another dry run w/Mike’s telescope; screen 
performs well in daytime. 
                                                                                 
Calendar and Event Prospect                        
(1) General Membership Meetings: TAAS 
members speaking at Saturday meeting; June 
15 Oak Flat will be site for Summer Solstice 
Picnic; Dick working on alternate site if needed 
due to weather.   

Future Star Parties:  
(1) GNTO will be open on May 11. Contingency 
plans in case fire threat affects forests for the 
summer (shutdowns).

(2) Chaco Canyon on May 10, 11; David F: 
announcement pages handed out; small 
version on Web site. David will go out on 
May 10. We will have an opportunity to get a 
Navajo Taco dinner, $12, evening of May 11; 
David still working on presentation content 
and format: at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. in their visitor 
center, slideshow of PowerPoint slides, and 
handouts. Dave Pitonzo has slides; David F. 
would like to know if anyone is available to help 
with presentations (two presentations and a 
constellation tour). Dee: camping will be in main 
campground, a group campsite. The VIP where 
we stayed before has bathrooms available to 
TAAS members.

 (2) Herbfest Rio Grande Nature Center: May 11 
with TAAS Solar scopes. 

(3) La Vida Lena May 13: Mike Molitor is 
working w/LVL John Dickel, retired astronomer.  
The HDVS will have its first official outing at this 
event.

(4) Hodgin Elementary on May 14.

(5) Explora Adult Night on May 17 

(6) Oak Flat: first of season on May 18.

(7) TAAS Fab 50 also on May 18 at Oak Flat, 
but Hy Tran will probably cover for Dee. 

(8) East Mountain HS Star Party: May 30, 
Becky: Tres Smith (teacher) requests some 
assistance from TAAS for sky orientation; North 
14 near Mountain. Sunset 8:13; star party lasts 
about two hours; setup during light; Tres wants 
someone to come and talk w/students about 
two weeks before event. Becky asked if soccer 
field could be the backup site for Oak Flat if 
needed for weather/fire cancellations. 

New Business
(1) Mirror blank 
proposal: 
Jim Fordice 
distributed the 
Pile of Glass 
Preliminary 
Report after a 

group met at Ray Collins’s home to complete 
an inventory. Good discussion of the history, 
current status, and possible scenarios in 
future. TAAS members will be invited to submit 
written proposals for the blanks and submit to 
Board with specific information and timeline 
(Jim Fordice will develop a proposal template).  
TAAS would like to sell as many as possible. 
Board approved Steve’s motion that Dodgen 
Optical be given free license at $3000+ to 
buy as many blanks as they need, then Jim 
negotiate with next best buyer; proceeds will go 
into escrow with funds held in TAAS account. 
(Gordon seconded). 
  
(2) Chaco Canyon has requested TAAS 
assistance as they are seeking nomination for 
designation of International Dark-Sky Place. 
If approved by IDA, TAAS will then work with 
Chaco to develop star parties and presentations 
onsite. There are currently only four sites in the 
National Park System with this IDA designation 
and the status could be beneficial in future. 
Board approved David’s motion to nominate 
and Becky seconded. 

(3) TAAS newsletter: Hard copy printing/mailing 
costs run $700-800/year. Board discussed other 
printing strategies with less costs (Gordon, 
David). Board approved the motion that TAAS 
newsletter go digital with provisions for those 
who absolutely need a printed copy. (Gordon 
moved, Steve seconded.). 

(4) State-Wide Star Party: Dee talking with 
other astronomy clubs from around state: 
Silver City (Kathy Anderson), Las Cruces 
(Ron Cramer), talking to Alamogordo, maybe 
El Paso.  Dee talking with Lee Mesibov and  
Peter Lipscomb. Timeline is shaping up for 
first weekend in November at Sevilleta (20 
minutes south of GNTO turnoff). Skies are dark, 
accommodations are great with dorm rooms for 
about 85 people.  Board approved the motion 
that TAAS be involved in startup of NMSP 
(Pamela moved, Mike seconded). 

(5) Oak Flat Star Party: If need alternate 
location, possible East Mountain HS soccer 
fields (Becky). 
     
Old Business                                            
(1) Cosmic Carnival: David found a few events; 
none are exactly what we are aiming for. 
Summerfest Bash: June 15 but crowds might 
be “heavy.”  Dee suggested David talk to Jodi 
Hedrick about Albuquerque Open Space. 
Nuclear Museum possible site where we could 
piggyback on their activity.  Intel might have 
some knowledge or event that would fit our 
goals; used to be something like Intel Education 
Day. Dee will check with Len Duda.

(2) September 6–7, Lowell Observatory trip: 
Becky gave update on details so far: regular 
tour of Lowell that is NOT to be missed, and 
at 10 p.m. the big telescope is available for 
TAAS use. Fees are $200 for the whole group 
(prorated per person). Becky says the telescope 
is “Beautiful, historic, functional, Brian Skiff is a 
good friend of hers, good skies, Clark refractor.”  
Opportunities exist to visit Discovery telescope 
(another $100/person) and it is 45 miles away. 
Accommodations TBD. Possible side trip to 
Meteor Crater with discounted rate for TAAS 
group. 

(3) Bill Wallace: GNTO committee would like to 
replace the trailer/camper and build a building; 
fund raising required. Could Comet provide an 
opportunity for fundraising using tee shirts? 
More TBD. 

Motion to adjourn by Steve, Gordon seconded 
at 8:55 p.m.
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Pete Eschman, Bill Wallace, or Steve Welch 
for GNTO information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, June 7. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is
 editor@TAAS.org. 

Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 
preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
A p r i l  2 0 1 3

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 230 235 -5
Family 75 79 -4
Education 16 16 0
Military 3 4 -1
Total Paid 324 334 -10
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 36 36 0
Total Members 367 377 -10

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 o r  R e t u r n i n g

 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Azierina Brenneman

Michail Edwards

Elliott Gibson

Marion McDonald

Vic Newton

Terrance Siemon

John Van’t Land

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
 M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

GENERAL
Dan Richey

Susan Taliaferro
Rita Veix

Peter Wanco

GNTO
Peter Wanco

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society is a 501(c)(3) organization. 

Donations are deductible as charitable 
contributions on the donor’s federal 

income tax return. 
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coordinator@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@TAAS.org
  Observatory Director   Steve Welch  505-866-7668 (H)  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Web Master    Will Ferrell     webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 3  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Dee Friesen
President

president@TAAS.org
505-856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Pamela Wilson
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Amy Estelle
Director / Volunteer Coordinator

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

David Frizzell
Director 

Tom Graham
Director / Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@TAAS.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director

505-296-2405 (H)

Mike Molitor
Director

molitor.simon@gmail.com
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coordinator@TAAS.org

505-856-2537
Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Becky Ramotowski
Director

Steve Riegel
Director

505-274-3362

Bill Wallace
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
505-710-5172



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS(8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor 
at editor@TAAS.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@TAAS.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@TAAS.org
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