
children who are interested in science, 
and wow their parents with views of the 
heavens. 

Do you remember that first time you 
were thrilled looking through a telescope? 
At every star party you will find that first-
time observer and see the pure joy and fun 
these kids and some parents have looking 
through a telescope. Feel like you just are 
not quite familiar enough with the sky, 
or not really sure what to say if someone 
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GENERAL MEETING
SATURDAY AUGUST 17 - 7:00 P.M.

REGENER HALL 
 

Milton, Abbott, and pRad
The Makeup of Meteorites—

Proton Radiography of
Meteorite Samples

Proton radiography (pRad) is a tech-
nique that has been evolving at Los 
Alamos for several decades. Due to the 
generosity of UNM’s Institute of Me-
teoritics in providing samples on very 
short notice, on December 14, 2012, our 
speaker, Chad Olinger, and colleagues 
were able to take advantage of a one-day 
window of opportunity during pRad 
technique development shots to obtain 
721 radiographs of two meteorites. 
These were then converted into com-
puted tomographic (imaging by sections) 
3-D renderings of the samples. 

This talk will briefly describe the techni-
cal achievement of proton radiography, 
with focus on the samples from the me-
teorites Milton and Abbott, and explain 
the benefits of pRad and anticipated 
future work.

Chad Olinger earned his PhD in physics 
from Washington University in St. Louis, 
working in the interdisciplinary McDon-
nell Center for Space Science in 1990, 

G e n e ra l  M e e t i n g  N e ws

Ly n n e  O l s o n

continued on page 3. . .

I am sure you’ve noticed 
that daylight is dwindling 
and we’re slowly turning 

the corner into fall as we continue our 
journey around the sun. Along with this 
trip we begin the school star-party sea-
son. Our first party is Tuesday August 20 
at Oñate Elementary from 7–9 p.m. This 
is a unique opportunity for you to break 
out your scope, enlighten a lot of young 

continued on page 4. . . 

Lynne Olson

Each Friday night during normal Fall and 
Spring Semesters, the UNM Campus Ob-
servatory, just two blocks north of Lomas 
on Yale, offers the opportunity to the pub-
lic to observe with the Meade 
14” telescope in the observa-
tory dome. TAAS members 
are regulars on site with their 
telescopes to show the sights 
of the evening and answer 
questions. 

Visit the UNM Observatory 
website or call their Hotline 
number 277-1446 after 3:00 
p.m. on Friday to check for clo-
sures or for more information. 
Parking and admission are both 
free. We thank you in advance 
for arriving before dark to park 
in order to avoid directing light 
to the observing area and for 
using only red lights after dark 
to preserve night vision.

UNM Observatory website: http://panda.
unm.edu/pandaweb/observatory/index.
phtml

Map to UNM Observatory:

Friday Nights at the UNM Observatory Are Back as of August 23

It’s School Star Party Season!
Tom Graham

http://www.taas.org
http://panda.unm.edu/pandaweb/observatory/index.phtml
http://panda.unm.edu/pandaweb/observatory/index.phtml
http://panda.unm.edu/pandaweb/observatory/index.phtml
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P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Dee Friesen

Observing in the Rain

It’s that time of year again, the time to 
observe in the rain.  It works both ways.  
We want to observe in the warm summer 
nights, but we also desperately want the 
rain. The question is can we have both? 
I say we can, it’s just a matter of how we 
observe.

To most of us, observing is collecting pho-
tons with our eyeballs. OK, some people 
need to use a CCD device to collect, but 
we’ll allow that as observing. It gets diffi-
cult when the photons are collected by the 
clouds on the way to my eyeballs. Since I 
don’t have a cloud filter, I have to find oth-
er ways to compensate for the situation. I 
use the time to catch up on organizing my 
observing. Truthfully, with the sky condi-
tions we normally have in New Mexico 
and my personal self discipline, I need the 
two months of monsoons to get reorga-
nized for the rest of the year. 

I have numerous observing lists collecting 
dust in my observing-book box. Normally, 
when I complete a dark-sky session at 
GNTO or some other place, I am tired and 
throw the observing lists into the book 
box with a plan to organize them later. 
Most of the time, later is when I next open 
the book box at GNTO and begin another 

observing session. This explains why later 
I discover that I have observed NGC 104 
again for the “first time.” Not a problem, 
NGC 104 looks the same each time and I’m 
sure is only mildly amused at my organi-
zational skills. 

Cloudy nights also allow me to observe 
on the Internet. There are plenty of sites 
available for me to visit and to learn about 
any subjects in astronomy that interest 
me. I usually begin with my annual review 

of how to collimate my reflector tele-
scopes. There’s a good chance that after 
reading several articles I’ll again give up 
and ask Charlie Mullen for help. 

What is productive for me is reading 
about the physics of the events occurring 
in the universe. An excellent site that I 
frequently visit even with clear skies is 
http://www.oneminuteastronomer.com/.
Needless to say, there are many other 
worthwhile sites for us cloudy-night ob-
servers to visit. I suggest you use TAAS_
Talk to share your favorite sites with the 
rest of us.

Don’t let the cloudy skies stop your ob-
serving; organize your notes, read up 
on new challenges, and if you run out of 
interesting things to do, send me your ad-
vice on collimation. I may not understand 
it, but I promise I’ll read it and I do have 
Barry’s telephone number.

OBSERVE - EDUCATE - HAVE FUN 

This is an important announcement con-
cerning the status of the 13 mirror blanks 
that TAAS has had in its possession for 
10 years.  The following information was 
agreed to by the TAAS Board of Directors at 
the July 18, 2013, BOD meeting. (See p. 9.)

1. As of July 18, 2013, 11 of the 13 
mirror blanks have either been sold or 
have a sale pending. 

This leaves two mirror blanks that are 
unsold or unspoken for in any manner. 

2. The TAAS BOD has agreed to hold 
the two remaining mirror blanks for po-
tential TAAS use. 

3. To allow all TAAS members the op-
portunity to seriously consider a use for 
the two mirror blanks, they will not be of-
fered for sale until after TAAS members 
have had the opportunity to prepare a 
proposal for TAAS BOD consideration. 

4. All TAAS members are encour-
aged to submit a proposal for the use of 
one or both blanks. Proposals must be 
submitted to TAAS NLT October 1, 2013. 
Contact Jim Fordice (jim@fordice.net) 

(505-343-1186) to request a copy of the 
proposal guidelines as well as ask any 
questions. 

5. A Mirror Blank Proposal Review 
Committee with be chaired by Jim Ford-
ice.  Any TAAS members who wish to 
serve on the committee need to contact 
Jim Fordice.  

6. The Mirror Blank Proposal Review 
Committee will present to the TAAS BOD 
the proposals at the October 17, 2013 
BOD meeting. The BOD will seriously 
consider all proposals at the meeting.  

7. Should there be no approved pro-
posals for mirror use, the two remaining 
blanks will be offered for sale on Novem-
ber 1, 2013.

8. Consideration of how to spend the 
proceeds from sold mirror blanks will 
be conducted at a future date. All TAAS 
members will be given the opportunity to 
participate. 

9. Any questions may be directed to 
taas@taas.org.

Status on the Sale of  the TAAS Mirror Blanks

TAAS Members Planning to Attend 
New Zealand’s Stardate 2014

Several TAAS members are planning to at-
tend the New Zealand annual star party 
called Stardate 2014. It is presented by the 
Phoenix Astronomical Society of Wellington. 
The dates are January 3–5, 2014. If you are 
interested, contact Dee at taas@taas.org. 
More information on the star party is at 
http://groupspaces.com/PhoenixAstronomi-
calSociety/item/389650.

I need the two months of 
monsoons to get reorganized . . .

photo courtesy 
http://www.dibonsmith.com/cru_con.htm

http://www.oneminuteastronomer.com/
http://groupspaces.com/PhoenixAstronomicalSociety/item/389650
http://groupspaces.com/PhoenixAstronomicalSociety/item/389650
http://www.dibonsmith.com/cru_con.htm 
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Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Mike Molitor

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
     c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

with a focus on studies of micrometeorites. 
Since then, he has been a scientist at Los 
Alamos applying interdisciplinary science 
to geochronology, nuclear arms control, 
nonproliferation, and defense science. He 
has contributed recently to several publi-
cations on the Genesis Solar Wind experi-
ment. 

Chad is currently the group leader for Ap-
plied Modern Physics at Los Alamos, which 
has world-class teams leading research in 
quantum cryptography, quantum metrics, 
nuclear magnetic resonance, neurometrics, 
radiography, and nuclear prompt diagnos-
tics.

HAVING retired and moved to Albuquerque 
just two years ago, this July has been my 
first real taste of the desert monsoon. A re-
cent visit to GNTO found the cattle grazing 
on green shoots, or gathered at small pools 
of water in the roadway and elsewhere. I 
particularly enjoyed watching the young 
ones romp about, as I took in this pastoral 
scene. Even daytime views at GNTO can be 
enjoyable.

The monsoon rains that are so beneficial to 
our land, can wreak havoc with summer-
time evening views of the splendors of the 
center of our Milky Way, and the August 3 
New Moon Event at GNTO was no excep-
tion. Lance Hurt, our opener for the event, 
reports that the persistence of eleven 
members and visitors was rewarded with 
views of an ISS pass and several bright me-
teors through constantly changing cloud 
cover. Vance Ley, who is smoothing out the 
bugs in our imaging system, captured an 
image of M4 in spite of being challenged by 
flashes of lightning to the southwest. 

My thanks go to Ray and Ina Collins for 
hosting our August 8 GNTO Committee 
meeting and supplying a wonderful repast 
– ”above and beyond” says it all. Congratu-

lations to Vance Ley, our GNTO 
Imaging Lead, who is also our 
newest site key holder. Alan Scott 
rejoined the Committee and will 
also get a set of keys after a quick 
refresher on opening duties. We 
welcomed Jim Fordice to his first 
GNTO Committee meeting. My 
personal thanks go to Will Fer-
rell who has agreed to take on 
the Events Lead for GNTO. Ray 
Collins, Building and Grounds, 
reported that the windows for 
the Astro Café have arrived and 
will soon be installed. We heard 

reports on buildings and equipment which 
require maintenance. 

Pete Eschman, Site Operations, reported 
that the rain gauge for the weather station 
is back in service. Site weather data can be 
accessed via the GNTO page of the TAAS 
website. We addressed event opening duty 
assignments for the remainder of 2013. 
A Committee vote showed no clear con-
sensus to proceed with applying for use of 
one of the TAAS mirror blanks. Planning is 
underway for purchase and change-out of 
the Isengard’s ancient RA gear and clutch. 
Planning for the Autumn Equinox Training 
and Picnic event was started.

Upcoming New Moon events at GNTO are 
August 31 and September 7. 

The GNTO Autumn Equinox Training and 
Picnic is September 14. 

The next GNTO Committee meeting is Oc-
tober 13 at GNTO.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last-minute changes and up-
dates.

GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. In addition to the perma-
nently mounted telescopes in the domes, 
there are a several telescopes and binocu-

Site weather data can be 
accessed via the GNTO page
 of the TAAS website.

Trip to Lowell Observatory Canceled
The September TAAS trip to the Lowell 
Observatory in Flagstaff, AZ, has been 
canceled. The maintenance work on 
the Clark refractor telescope is taking 
more time than originally scheduled 
and therefore the telescope is unavail-
able for visitation. TAAS will look at 
rescheduling the trip for 2014.

lars that can be borrowed for the night. Of 
course you can always bring your own tele-
scope and set up on one of the pads. 

TAAS members are encouraged to become 
involved in running your observatory. If 
you want to participate or have any ques-
tions about GNTO or GNTO committee 
meetings, e-mail: gnto@taas.org. Or, con-
tact the GNTO Director: Mike Molitor (518-
225-7077) cell; (505-717-2601) land.
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A u g u s t  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 GNTO NM

East Mountain 
Observing Session

4 5 6 7 ATM SIG
Meeting

8 GNTO Committee 
Meeting

9 Sidereal Times 
Deadline

10 Public Star Party 
at Oak Flat
Canceled

11 12 13 14 15 Board of 
Directors Meeting

16 Explora Adult 
Night

17 General Meeting

18 19 20 Oñate 
Elementary School 
Star Party

21 ATM SIG
Meeting

22 23 UNM 
Observatory 
Opens to Public 
for Fall Semester

24 VLOA Lunar 
Observing

25

       

26

     

27 28 29 30 31

On August 3 an east mountain star party 
took place at the Averhoff's property 10 
miles northeast of Edgewood. There 
were about 12–15 people (8 vehicles) 
and several telescopes. The monsoon 
skies gave way and presented a spectac-
ular view that we are so blessed to have 
right outside our door.

There is now a Clear Sky Chart for the 
VLOA (http://cleardarksky.com/c/VstL-
rgNMkey.html?1) and we again remind 
everyone that the area is open to TAAS 
members. 
 
Vickie and I thank all those who attended 
and look forward to hosting a lunar ob-
serving party on Saturday, August 24. 
 

It is our sincerest desire to offer TAAS 
members additional opportunities to ob-
serve, socialize, and otherwise have fun. 
 

Respectfully, 
 

Jeff, Vickie, Heather, and Sarah Averhoff

Vista Larga Observation Area (VLOA) – 
An East Mountain Observation Site

asks you a question? No worries, just say ”I 
don't know, maybe you could look that up” 
and see if any of our other members do. In 
most cases someone knows. If you’re not 
comfortable with a scope in public we have 
opportunities in the planetarium or class-
room activities. 

If you’re new to TAAS, the school star 
parties are the perfect way to assimilate 
into and learn more about this organiza-
tion. It’s safe, fun, and always has a good 
group of members ready to share and 

enjoy a night out with fellow astronomers. 
Many times the debriefs are a hoot and a 
great way to meet other folks.

As volunteers I know your time is valu-
able and precious. We desperately need 
people who can run the planetarium and 
stand in to do classroom work in a pinch. 

I hope to see our regular TAAS mem-
bers and also some new faces at our next 
party. Thank you to all who make this third 
rock just a little better place by helping out 
at the star parties. 

. . . School Star Party Season
continued from page 1

Call for Help in Mountainair—The principal 
at Mountainair Elementary School is desper-
ately trying to pull the school together and is 
asking for a star party.  They have about 70 
students and very dark skies.  If you live near 
Belen or anywhere close and may be able to 
help, please let me know.  They are open as to 
dates and are very flexible.        —Tom Graham

http://cleardarksky.com/c/VstLrgNMkey.html?1
http://cleardarksky.com/c/VstLrgNMkey.html?1
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Saturday August 17, 2013, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall

University of New Mexico
(See map, last page)

Milton, Abbott, and pRad
The Makeup of Meteorites—

Proton Radiography of
Meteorite Samples

Chad Olinger
Group Leader, Applied Modern Physics, Los Alamos National Laboratory

TAAS General Meeting
N o t e s

TAAS = The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  
Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).

            = School Star Party
ATM = Amateur Telescope Making.  Call Michael 

Pendley for information at 296-0549, or 
e-mail atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO = General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training = GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM = New Moon Premium Observing

Night
NMMNH&S = New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
UNM = University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the TAAS hotline at 254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, or 
e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

P & A = UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

SIG = Special Interest Group
TBA = To Be Announced 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 3

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 ATM SIG

Meeting
5 6 Sidereal Times 

Deadline

Lowell Observatory 
Trip Canceled

7 GNTO NM

Lowell Observatory 
Trip Canceled

8 9 10 Mark Twain 
Elementary School 
Star Party

11 12 13 Bachechi Open 
Space Star Party

14 Next Big Idea 
Los Alamos

GNTO Equinox 
Picnic, Training

15 16 17 18 ATM SIG
Meeting

19 Board of 
Directors Meeting

20 Explora Adult 
Night

21 Petroglyphs 
Equinox Solar 
Event

General Meeting

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Oak Flat Star 
Party

Okie-Tex Star Party 
9/28–10/6

29

       

30

     



The Sidereal Times August 2013

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 6

Summer Solar Outreach Update

Roger Kennedy

Solar Outreach 2013 Report 
as of July 29

ABC Library Summer Reading 
Program: 1,305 visitors, compared 
with 1,169 last year
 
TAAS Solar Outreach, summer 2013 
(since June 1): 2,138 visitors
 
TAAS Solar Outreach, year-to-date 
(since January 1): 2,443 visitors 

On July 19 at Hillerman Library Summer 
Reading Program, 153 visitors observed 
the Sun and learned about critters that live 
under Earth’s surface a  nd how scientists 
find traces of our human ancestors. 

Thanks to Maxwell Museum staff and 
TAAS member Linda Kennedy

Dodging clouds on July 20 at the 
Petroglyph National Monument, Ranger 
Allison and I hosted 33 visitors who were 
mostly from the Midwest and didn’t mind 
the humidity.

At the Main Library July 25, ninety-one 
visitors came to look at the Sun and learn 
about animals that dig into the Earth. TAAS 
members Linda and Roger Kennedy shared 
the sky before Earth-based clouds blocked 
the Sun.

July 29: Ninety-one visitors in the City 
Indifferent paused to reflect on the Sun 
today. Thanks to TAAS member Linda 
Kennedy. The day had many high points: 
very knowledgeable and interested street 
people, visitors from Australia, city cops, 
chef from a local eatery, a little boy that 
recruited others to “see this, it is incred-
ible,” and the myriad of doggies. Sidewalk 
astronomy at its best today.

August 3: Eighty-six visitors tasted Papa 
Murphy’s pizza and cookies baked in solar 
ovens. TAAS members Barry Spletzer 
and Charlie Mullen rated the contestants’ 
ovens, while Dee and Roger worked the 
crowd. Thanks also to TAAS members 
Lynne Olson and Linda Kennedy. Timmy 
couldn’t resist the solar cookies.

Upcoming August–September Events

Tuesday August 20. Oñate Elementary 
School Star Party 7:00 p.m.–dark

Saturday September 14. Los Alamos 
“Next Big Idea” Science Fair 9:00 a.m.–5:00 
p.m.
 

Saturday September 21. Petroglyphs 
National Monument Equinox Event 10:00 
a.m.–12:00 noon

For the “Next Big Idea” Science Fair effort 
in Los Alamos, we’ll have solar scopes, 
Magnetic Sun kit, educational poster 
tables, maybe the video system if I can 
get another H-a scope, Importance of 
Color, and albedo demonstrations, TAAS 
information/banner, and family solar 
activities (kiddie crafts). 

This is a great event with lots of high-
IQ visitors (saw over 500 last year), lots 
of different/interesting exhibitors. It’s a 
prime location in front of the lodge. This 
event is bigger than our Cosmic Carnival.
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The North America Nebula (NGC 7000), captured in my backyard in Albuquerque on 
the evening of August 8 and the morning of August 9 of 2013.

 An SBIG ST4000XCM attached to an AT65 APO refractor, mounted on a Losmandy 
G11 was used with an IDLH LP2 light pollution filter. A total of twenty-eight 10-minute 
integrations were made. Images were combined in DSS, and final processing was done 
in Photoshop CS2. The image was cropped to remove noisy areas related to rotating the 
camera after a meridian flip. The focal length of the AT65 is 420 mm. The focal ratio is 
f/6.5 and the camera detector is 15.2 x 15.2 mm2, yielding a crop factor of 2. 

—Vance Ley
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Agenda
TAAS Board Meeting UNM PandA Building

1900 (7:00 p.m.) MST 18 July 2013

OBSERVE - EDUCATE - HAVE FUN

Board of Directors Present: Robert Anderson, 
Amy Estelle, Dick Fate, Dee Friesen, Tom 
Graham, Roger Kennedy, Mike Molitor, Lynne 
Olson, Gordon Pegue, Pamela Wilson

Board of Directors Absent: Dan Clark, David 
Frizzell, Bob Havlen, Becky Ramotowski, 
Steve Riegel

Guests: Vance Ley, Jim Fordice

President Friesen called the meeting to order 
at 7:03 p.m. 

President’s remarks: Saturday’s GM meeting 
speaker is Dale Ouimette, presenting topic 
of Gravitational Wave Astronomy. Dee 
mentioned searching “gravity waves” on 
Howstuffworks.com. Star party kickoff in 
August. Sky & Telescope August article, 
“Social Face of Astronomy, capturing memes 
of social connections.” Dee discussed several 
items we might consider purchasing in future 
to expand the association’s outreach for 
a larger or younger audience. Regarding 
the upcoming New Zealand trip, send all 
questions and referrals to Dee. 

Board approved minutes from May 2013 BOD 
meeting. (Gordon moved, Dee 2nd). 

Committee Reports

(1) Mirror Blanks: Jim provided handout and 
reviewed glass blank inventory. Eleven of 
the thirteen blanks are sold or accounted 
for. $5,200 deposited in bank to date; other 
monies are receivable upon sales completion. 
Excellent blank #1 has not sold yet; neither 
has Good blank #13. Board discussed at 
length possible scenarios for use/sale of 
these blanks. Mike proposed that TAAS BOD 
hold two mirrors for potential TAAS use until 
1 October 2013, with notification of such 
final opportunity published on TAAS_Talk, 

all proposals due by 1 October 2013. Board 
will evaluate all proposals and announce 
BOD final decision whether to sell or keep 
#1 and/or #13 by 1 November. Amy 2nd; Dee 
will publish. All monies and expenditures 
regarding mirror blanks will be considered by 
BOD at a later date. 

(2) Finance: Dan absent, Dee gave report. 
Donations of $136; there are several lapsed 
members. Bank Balance $31,383.43. Ten new 
members added recently, total paid members 
at 351. 

(3) GNTO: GNTO Committee is moving 
forward with the GNTO Dining Kitchen 
Shed project with “stud” shed delivered on-
site, tenant improvements needed (drywall, 
electrical, windows, sink, etc.) Mike provided 
Concept Plan handout with pictures and floor 
plan. Expenses are to be split between the 
two budgets (TAAS and GNTO) with less 
than $5K coming from each budget. VP Dick 
proposed BOD authorize approximately 
$4,200 for expenditures for GNTO Dining 
Shed. (Mike 2nd). This project 
is already underway (windows 
bought, door is in, some 
specifics are still TBD—runoff 
water, etc.) and will require 
some help from general 
membership. Follow GNTO 
news “Under the Dome” in 
newsletter. 

GNTO Imaging Project: 
Guest Vance Ley reviewed 
latest project on the drawing 
board: TAAS Astro-Images. 
Current TAAS website is 
not appropriate for galleries 
of images with increased 
hacking vulnerability. Vance 
intends to have a Flickr 
account whereby TAAS 
members can contribute 
and view astro-images by 
seasonal correlative galleries. 
Each gallery would allow 
18 images; links to TAAS 
website will be possible. Plans 
are being considered for 
astrophotography classes for 
TAAS members.
 
(4) Education: Tom—School 
star parties start 20 August 

2013, Trish will continue and all schools are 
scheduled. We will not use the planetarium 
for high schools. TAAS budget still holds 
$2K from Xilinx if we need to replace the 
planetarium projector. Dee asked Tom to 
submit information on replacement options. 

(5) PR: Lynne provided handout of upcoming 
events. Sandia Daily News articles by Len 
Duda have been an efficient means of 
broadcasting to that audience. 
 
(6) Membership/Mentorship : The 
membership guide for website is now up to 
date, and is ready for Will Ferrell to upload. 
Roger has program for template of lanyard 
cards and membership card can be put in 
backside of plastic sleeve. Lynne reported 
that some new membership applications have 
come through the Night Sky Network. In light 
of our Saturday GM speaker and the potential 
numbers of new members, we should have 
plenty of brochures on hand. Lynne will also 
bring new items for sale, TAAS Online by 
Black Duck. BOD members can send Roger 
the photo they would like on their membership 
cards (at least a 300 dpi) and he will make 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Pamela Wilson

continued on page 9. . . 

http://www.Howstuffworks.com
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a new card/lanyard. Becky added that she 
would like a member or two to stand up at 
general meetings and report on what they are 
observing in recent weeks. 

Event Retrospect

(1) Memorial Day in Rio Rancho: TAAS made 
an appearance as requested, but the date 
information from Veterans was incorrect.
 
(2) Ellena Gallegos: 75–80 visitors, great 
event.
 
(3) Library solar observing: Counting 
last weekend, we went over 1,000 public 
observers cumulative for just the library 
program. Timmy Telescope for kids has been 
a big hit. 
 
(4) Oak Flat in May: Event held despite 
restricted access, median viewing only, big 
field was closed for observing, approximately 
a dozen TAAS telescopes and many 
members and visitors.

(5) June EMHS Picnic-Star Party: Dee reports 
we all had a wonderful time eating and 
observing until the wind and clouds came. 
About 25 TAAS members were present and 
29 visitors. Outstanding food service provided 
by Olson Culinary Arts.

Calendar and Event Prospect 

(1) General Membership Meetings are listed 
on TAAS Events July/August/September 
handout. The October GM meeting scheduled 
for 19th conflicts with ASTC conference at 
Explora and NMMNH, when TAAS has been 
invited to bring telescopes. Dee proposes 
that we move the October GM a week earlier 
to 12 October. Dick will contact October GM 
speaker for change of date and Regener 
Hall for venue. Although Dick’s tenure as VP 
ends this year, he is busy lining up speakers 
through March 2014 so that new VP has an 
easier transition. August GM speaker is Chad 
Olinger, “Makeup of Meteorites.” September 
speaker is Dave Thomas, “Debunking the 
Roswell Incident/Cost of Space Travel.” 
October is Dr. Jack Brandt, “Comets.” 
December GM speaker is Tim Martinez, 
“Christmas Star.” 

(2) Perseids meteorite shower observing 12 
August, at Dee’s home; bring lawn chairs but 
beware of bears. 

(3) Active Military Night at NMMNHS: Friday 
26 July, Roger reports that a total of 60 
families are invited to Museum for closed 
viewing. TAAS members are encouraged to 
bring their telescopes out front and on deck; 
free planetarium shows for them. Set-up for 
5:30 p.m. 

(4) GNTO: New Moon observing 31 August 
and 3 August.

(5) Flagstaff trip 6–8 September: Tom 
reported on hotel rooms; both economy and 
more expensive are about 8 minutes’ drive 
away. Meteor crater side trip, Tom Graham 
will be collecting checks soon (deadline TBD 
soon). Dee requested that Tom write an article 
for Sidereal Times; only for TAAS members 
and their guests.
 
(6) 14 September BOD meeting will now be 
held at GNTO at 3 p.m., just before the Fall 
Equinox Picnic. (Date and location change.) 

Future Star Parties 

(1) Oak Flat 10 August: As of now, forest is 
open, all plans moving forward; EMHS site 
will hopefully not be needed.

(2) Oak Flat/EMHS 7 September: Plans 
moving forward.

(3) Bachechi Open Space 13 September : 
OASIS wants to promote; rained last time 
(Alameda and Bosque); plans moving 
forward. 

(4) La Vida Llena (September – October): 
Mike, no date yet.

(5) Chaco Canyon 5 October: Dee, 
VanHayden says submitted proposal to 
Dark Sky and everything looks good. Chaco 
Canyon will likely be fourth park to receive 
Dark Sky Park designation. Dave Frizzell is 
coordinating celebration plans with TAAS 
event. Plan for very dark sky and, of course, 
great optics. 

(6) ASTC Conference 19 October at 
NMMNHS and Explora

(7) Placitas 26 October: Steve Snider owns 
this, no report. 

(8) NM Star Party at Sevilleta (20 minutes 
south of GNTO turnoff): Plans are moving 
forward, all (?) state clubs are interested. 
TAAS members can consider going the night 

before event scheduled for 1–3 November. 
Accommodations will need to be reserved and 
coordinated, 85 persons. 

(9) Initial Planning Comet ISON: When is 
good time for ISON? Mid-November, could 
be a few mornings w/Saturday or Sunday 
morning public event possibly at Mesa del 
Sol. 

New Business 

(1) Storage unit for TAAS: Barry sent e-mail 
regarding why we need storage unit for 
loaner telescope program. Tom proposed 
BOD approve no more than $200/mo for 
the upcoming 12 months. (Bob 2nd). BOD 
discussed a few of the obvious issues with an 
association storage unit, pros and cons. 

 (2) Nominations committee: Neither Pamela, 
Dick, nor Dee will continue next year. Open 
positions are President, Vice President, 
Secretary. Dee asked for volunteers for 
a Nominating Committee; Lynne is first 
volunteer. 

Old Business 

(1) Chaco Canyon update: See future star 
parties info

(2) Website review: Committee meeting, 
moving forward. 

(3) Cosmic Carnival update: This year’s event 
will be held on Tuesday 22 October, beginning 
at 10 a.m., tandem with ASTC at Explora-
NMMNHS and Tiguex Park. Dave Frizzell 
owner. 

(4) Isotopes game @ Captain’s Corner: 
Dropped due to lack of interest. 

(5) TAAS insurance review: Dee and Dick 
continue with specific line items. 

Dee adjourned BOD at 8:51 p.m. (Mike 2nd ).

Post-meeting review follows at ABQ Pub in 
Uptown.

New E-Mail Address for 
Sidereal Times

The e-mail address 
for The Sidereal Times is now
TAASeditor@gmail.com.

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  9
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Mike Molitor for GNTO information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday September 6. The 
newsletter editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u l y  2 0 1 3

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 243 249 -6
Family 80 80 0
Education 19 19 0
Military 3 3 0
Total Paid 345 351 -6
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 36 36 0
Total Members 388 394 -6

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 o r  R e t u r n i n g

 T A A S  M e m b e r s

 Louie Guzman

Richard Miller

Wyck Pattishall

Jason Payne

Gabriel Penner

Gordon Schaefering

Greg Sever

Donald Smith

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
 M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

GENERAL
Sigrid Monaghan

Patrick Wayne

GNTO
Pete Eschman
Dale Ouimette

Alan Scott

DARK SKY
Marilyn Childs
Pete Eschman

Jim Von Haden

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is 
a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are 

deductible as charitable contributions on the 
donor’s federal income tax return. 
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coordinator@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
  Observatory Director   Mike Molitor  505-717-2601  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Volunteer Coordinator   Amy Estelle  505-730-0025  adestelle2000@yahoo.com
  Web Master    Will Ferrell     webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 3  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Dee Friesen
President

president@TAAS.org
505-856-1593

Dick Fate
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Pamela Wilson
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Amy Estelle
Director / Volunteer Coordinator

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

David Frizzell
Director 

Tom Graham
Director / Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@TAAS.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director

505-296-2405 (H)

Mike Molitor
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coordinator@TAAS.org

505-856-2537
Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Becky Ramotowski
Director

Steve Riegel
Director

505-274-3362

Bill Wallace
Director 

505-710-5172



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

A RT I C L E S / A D V E RT I S E M E N T S :  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word, 
11 point Palatino, justified, no indent at 
paragraph beginning, one  space  between 
paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII and RTF are 
acceptable.  One column is approximately 
350 words.  Contact the Newsletter Editor 
at editor@TAAS.org  for more information.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS:  Note that the 
Sidereal Times is mailed at a first class mail 
rate.  As a result, the newsletter may be 
forwarded to your new address should you 
move, or it may not !!  Please provide the 
Treasurer (treasurer@TAAS.org) with your 
new mailing    address or e-mail address to 
ensure that you receive your newsletter.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: taas@TAAS.org
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