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Bachechi Open 
Space Star Party
Sat. April 19 
6:00–10:30 p.m.

Jimmy Carter 
Elem. School 
Star Party
Tue. April 8
7:00 p.m.
Category 3

G e n e ra l  M e e t i n g  N e ws

THE FEATURED SPEAKER for our April 
12 gathering will be Dr. Alexei Pevstov, 
an astronomer for the National Solar 
Observatory and the Program Scientist 
for the Solar Atmosphere Section of 
the NSO Integrated Synoptic Program. 
In the past, he served as the Solar 
Physics Discipline Scientist at NASA 
Headquarters and the Program Scientist 
for five NASA missions.

He will speak on “Our Home Star: Maybe 
Ordinary, But Never Boring!” Out of 

Lynne Olson

Saturday, April 19, 6:00-10:30 P.M.

Co-hosted by the 
County of Bernalillo, 
The Albuquerque 
Astronomical

 Society, and 103.7 
The Oasis.

by Lynne Olson

THIS IS A WONDERFUL opportunity for a 
unique evening at the Bachechi Open Space 
at Alameda and Rio Grande! The County 
will open its grounds and buildings to the 
public for a full event from 6:00 p.m. until 
10:30 p.m. to give ample time to take in all 
of the delights planned.

Here is a listing of the offerings for the star 
party!

•	 An early TAAS solar observing 
program with the grounds open 
for picnics and exploring.

•	 103.7 The Oasis will provide a live 
broadcast of easy jazz.

•	 At 7:00 p.m., TAAS's Dee Friesen 
will present the TAAS Fabulous 
Fifty for Spring, the astronomical   
highlights of the season and a fine 
introduction to observing; and 
Barry Spletzer will talk on the 
most astronomical of all holidays, 
Easter.

•	  At 8:00 p.m., the sun will have 
set, and stargazing will take place 
until 10:30 with a full array of 
TAAS telescopes, accompanied 
by live acoustic guitar artist Am-
brose Rivera in the Kiva shelter.

•	 Children's activities will be pro-
vided in the Education Building.

Please use only red headlamps and flash-
lights during the observing.

This is a free event for the public and TAAS 
members alike, so come early and take ad-
vantage of all the programs. Those bring-
ing telescopes, please arrive early to set 
up and arrange parking. A map to the site 
is on our website at www.TAAS.org, and 
please send any questions to TAAS@TAAS.
org.

Chaco Canyon
International
Dark Sky Park 
Celebration
Thurs. April 24

Stars and All That Jazz at Bachechi

http://www.taas.org
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M81, “Bode’s Nebula,”
captured on 3-3-2014 from my light-
polluted Albuquerque backyard. 24 x 10 
min subs were obtained with an SBIG 
4000XCM camera and IDAS LP2 filter 
mounted on a C11-Edge with f/7 focal re-
ducer. The focal length was 1960mm. Pro-
cessing was done in DSS and Photoshop. 

M81 is a large, bright spiral located about 
12 million miles away in Ursa Major. It is 
sufficiently bright that I was able to obtain 
this image through a light pollution filter. 
For many galaxies of interest there is a 
significant loss of quality due to the use of 
an LP filter. Only very bright galaxies can 
be imaged satisfactorily in this manner. 

M81 and M82, captured using the 
TAAS C14 Hyperstar and QHY8 camera 
located in the GNTO imaging dome on 
3-24-14. 20 2-minute exposures were 
made and then combined, along with dark 
frames and flat field exposures in DSS. 
The resulting image was further processed 
in Photoshop and then cropped for aes-
thetics. If you look closely at M82 it is still 
possible—barely—to make out the faded 
supernova 2014J. 

Because of its wide field of view and fast 
focal ratio, this system is good for captur-
ing groups of moderately sized objects in 
a relatively short period of time. The sys-
tem is available for member use—contact 
Vance Ley if you’d like to use it.

Astro-Images
 by Vance Ley
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first-timers. Amazing what good weather 
will do for turnout.

Saturday, March 22, Jim Fordice was host to 
only a couple of members. The skies were 
80–90% cloudy and everyone departed 
by 9 p.m. Jim reported that the new Wi-Fi 
worked very well, and the name of the net-
work and the password are posted inside 
the dome building. 

Ray Collins is continuing to progress on 
finishing the Cosmic Café. The wallboard 

continued on page 4 . . . 

Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Mike Molitor

THERE IS MUCH to report from GNTO this 
month. First, the weather cooperated for 
the Messier Marathon which was held on 
two nights. Friday, March 28, provided 
clear sky for 12 TAAS members. Jim Ford-

ice reported that 109 objects were seen 
by several folks, missing only M74, which 
was obscured by low clouds to the west. 
Saturday morning saw seven stalwarts 
close the site and retire for breakfast at the 
diner by the Interstate. Saturday evening 
attendance was at 15 as the sun sank in the 
west, with more TAAS members arriving 
in twilight. Over the two-night marathon 
event, GNTO hosted more than three dozen 
TAAS members and guests, including some 

Sunset and setup for the 2014 GNTO Messier Marathon

The Cosmic Café exterior sporting window 
trim and heater vent.

Exposed! The Isengard’s new
right-ascension drive.

Dee and Gordon S. working on having one tripod for 
every 25 Messier objects (with Gordon P.

 welcoming clear sky?).

Café interior work. Ina says that Ray has 
returned home really dusty recently.

The Isengard telescope with
 its new RA drive.
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millions of stars that surround us on our 
journey through the Universe, one star—
the Sun—is the most important of all. It 
is not the largest, the brightest, nor the 
oldest star, but our proximity to it offers 
a breathtaking view of many processes 
similar to those taking place in other stars.

Dr. Pevstov states that the Sun provides 
our world with energy and light, and it 
serves as a giant astrophysical laboratory 
to answer our questions about the nature 
of star spots, flares, and other stellar 
phenomena. It is also a source of space 
weather, which has negative effects on our 
satellites and radio communication, and it 
can be harmful to the astronauts in Earth 
orbit. 

One might think that, given its importance 
in our lives, especially since more than 400 
years have passed since the first telescopic 
observations, we should already know 
everything about our nearest star. Yet, 
through our observations, we are still 
continuing to make new discoveries about 
the Sun and the universe as a whole. In 
his talk, Dr. Pevstov will outline what is 
currently known about the Sun, show 
recent images and movies from ground-
based and space-borne instruments, and 
discuss the effects of space weather on our 
modern technological society.

Dr. Pevtsov received his Ph.D. degree 
in Physics and Mathematics from the 
Institute of Solar-Terrestrial Physics in 
Russia in June 1992 and is the author 
and co-author of more than 140 scientific 
papers. He is a member of the American 
Astronomical Society (AAS), the American 
Geophysical Union (AGU), the International 
Astronomical Union (IAU), and the 
Committee on Space Research (COSPAR).

Visit www.TAAS.org for a map to Regener 
Hall and send questions to TAAS@TAAS.
org.

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
    c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

is hung and the heater is installed (no 
gas supply yet). It won’t be long now. The 
GNTO Spring cleanup on March 15 saw 
me, Jim Fordice, Gordon Schaefering, Pete 
Eschman, and Vance Ley on site doing vari-
ous cleanup and maintenance tasks. 
The dedication of Barry Spletzer, Vance 
Ley, Ric Thiem, and Pete Eschman, is not 
to be forgotten in equipping the Isengard 
telescope with a new right-ascension drive 
gear and clutch. Less than three weeks af-
ter receiving the drive and clutch from Op-
tiCraft, the telescope was back in service. 
Ric and Pete were still putting the finishing 
touches on the sheet metal cover for the 
drive on Saturday evening. The slewing 
and tracking performance of the telescope 
is greatly improved. Just in time for the 
Messier Marathon and the training event! 
When I departed on Saturday evening, 
there were five folks in the dome enjoying 
deep-sky views.

April 5 is Training Day. Interested mem-
bers can be trained in the use of the Isen-
gard telescope or the Imaging Telescope.

The next GNTO New Moon observing 
events are: April 26 (TAAS 200 theme), 
May 3, and May 31.

Remember, these dates are for Saturdays. 
With the new policy of floating the event 
between Friday or Saturday, whichever 

has the better weather forecast, the actual 
event could be held on the Friday one day 
before these dates. On Thursday, we will 
post which day the event will be held.

Sky conditions are changeable, and it is 
difficult to obtain accurate sky predictions 
30 to 60 hours in advance. We have been 
making the decision to hold or cancel an 
event on Thursday, in order to give mem-
bers 24 hours notice. If this much advance 
notice is not required, we can be more pre-
cise about holding or cancelling an event. 
Let us know if you have an opinion on how 
much advance notice you need.

The next GNTO Committee meeting is 
Thursday, April 3, and will be held at North 
Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center at 
7:00 p.m.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last minute changes and up-
dates.
GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. TAAS members are encour-
aged to become involved in using and 
running your observatory. Contact me, or 
speak with one of the Committee mem-
bers. 

GNTO Director e-mail: gnto@TAAS.org. Or, 
(518-225-7077) cell; (505-717-2601) land.

. . . U n d e r  T h e  D o m e  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3
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A p r i l  2 0 1 4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Saturday April 12, 2014, 7:00 P.M.
Regener Hall, University of New Mexico

Our Home Star:
Maybe Ordinary, but Never Boring!

Dr. Alexei Pevstov
National Solar Observatory

TAAS General Meeting

1 2 ATM  3 GNTO Committee 
Meeting

4 5 GNTO Training 
and Observing

6 7 8 Jimmy Carter 
Elementary School 
Star Party

9 10 Board of 
Directors Meeting

11 12 General Meeting

13 14 NMMNH&S Starry 
Night Special:  Moon 
and Mars

15 16 ATM 17 18 19 Bachechi Open 
Space Star Party

20 21 22 23 24 Chaco Canyon 
International 
Dark Sky Park 
Designation 
Celebration

25 26 GNTO NM 
Observing
(TAAS 200)

27 

         

28
     

 

29 30



The Sidereal Times April 2014

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 6

N o t e s
TAAS – The Albuquerque Astronomical Society.  

Hotline 505-254-TAAS (8227).

             – School Star Party
ATM – Amateur Telescope Making and 

Maintenance. Call Michael Pendley for 
information at 296-0549, or e-mail 
atm@TAAS.org.

GNTO – General Nathan Twining Observatory
GNTO Training – GNTO Observing and Training 
GNTO NM – New Moon Premium Observing

Night
NMMNH&S – New Mexico Museum of Natural 

History and Science
UNM – University of New Mexico Observatory. 

Call the TAAS hotline at 254-8227, or the 
UNM hotline at 277-1446  to confirm, or 
e-mail unm_coordinator@TAAS.org.

P & A – UNM Physics and Astronomy Building, 
Corner of Lomas and Yale

SIG – Special Interest Group
TBA – To Be Announced 

M a y  2 0 1 4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 Sidereal Times 

deadline
3 GNTO Observing

4 5 6 Corrales 
Elementary School 
Star Party

7 ATM 8 9 10 Solar Observing 
at Alvarado 
Transportation 
Complex

11 12 13 14 15 Board of 
Directors Meeting

16 Explora Adult 
Night

17 General Meeting

Solar Observing at 
Open Space Visitors 
Center

18 Solar Sunday 
NMMNH&S

19 20 21 ATM 22 23 24 first of the season 
Oak Flat Star Party

25 Texas Star Party 
5/25–6/1
         

26
     

 

27 28 29 30 Sidereal Times 
deadline

31 Chaco Canyon

GNTO NM 
Observing

WELL, the weather gods were not on our 
side March 4 but, with true TAAS deter-
mination, we were able to put on the star 
party at Duranes Elementary and show 
a few of the nightly sky gems we take for 
granted. To a kid who has never looked 
through a telescope it is like being in the 
chocolate factory with free samples. 

Bob Havlen and Trish ran the planetari-
um after getting out the bailing wire and 
twisting and jostling here and there got 
it to work...somewhat. Tom Grzybowski 
had the attendees thrilled with comets, 
and Lynne Olson was working the crowd 

by Tom Graham

Determination Succeeds at
Duranes Elementary School Star Party

wherever they needed guidance. Jim 
Fordice and John Laning broke out the 
scopes and pleased the star-partiers. 
Over 150 turned out for a daunting sky 
that broke for about twenty minutes to 
put on a good show. Bob Hufnagel was 
perfect with his guidance and sharing 
of knowledge. Our new volunteer, Ira, 
helped out all over and put her bilingual 
skills to good use.

It was a good night overall, and it is al-
ways nice to see kids have a great time.  
Check out a school star party.  Most go, 
rain or shine. Keep looking up!
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continued on page 8 . . . 

Solar Outreach March Report

by Roger Kennedy

SINCE JANUARY, TAAS volunteers Dave Ray, 
Anthony Martinez, Tom Graham, Roger and 
Linda Kennedy, Asis Carlos, Al Brettner, 
and Robert Katz hosted live presentations 
in the New Mexico Museum of Natural His-
tory and Science planetarium (under new 
coordinator and TAAS member Jim Green-
house) and opened the observatory tele-
scope for school groups and other visitors.
 
In the observatory alone, the volunteers 
have interacted with and educated over 
6,000 visitors. This opportunity is open 
to all TAAS members without joining the 
museum volunteer association or going 
through docent training sessions. Jim 
Greenhouse or Roger Kennedy can provide 
the necessary training to anyone interest-
ed. "Shifts" usually occur from 10:00 (9:30 
setup) until at least noon, longer if the 
volunteer has the time. Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Fridays, and weekends are generally 
short staffed. 

TAAS volunteers Asis Carlos, Gary Bodman, 
and Roger and Linda Kennedy spent the 
afternoon with 247 Taft Middle School stu-
dents and teachers learning about the Sun.

At the Petroglyph National Monument 134 
visitors learned about the Sun from TAAS 
volunteers Gordon Schaefering , Steve 
Riegel, Anthony Martinez, Asis Carlos, Jim 
Kaminski and Roger and Linda Kennedy. 
Skies clouded over around 1:00 as we were 
breaking down. The TAAS video system 
worked well even though limited by high 
cirrus clouds.

Linda created a new display presenting 
the EPA SunWise materials on the health 
effects of solar radiation. It was well re-
ceived.

March 19, Taft Middle School

March 22, Petroglyph 
National Monument

Steve Riegel at Petroglyph
National Monument Roger and Linda Kennedy taught 63 stu-

dents and teachers at New Mexico Interna-
tional School about the solar system until 
the clouds and snow ended the outreach. 
The pictures are of the students working 
with the NASA Night Sky Network kits that 
present a 65-ft. model of the solar system. 
Linda laminated pictures of the planets, 
moons, and asteroids so each student in a 
group of 20 can actively participate.

March 14, NM International School

Gordon Schaefering at Petroglyph
National Monument
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. . . S o l a r  O u t r e a c h ,  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  7

TAAS members Anthony Martinez, Jim 
Greenhouse, Al Brettner, and Roger and 
Linda Kennedy welcomed 355 visitors to 
the return of Solar Sundays at the Natural 
History Museum on Sunday, March 23. 
Joining the crew were representatives of 
the UNM Department of Meteoritics and 
the ABC Library System. We had a 10" 
Meade SCT with a white-light filter, the 
Lunt 80-mm H-alpha, and the Coronado H-
alpha PST for observing, and the new 60-
mm for video display. Linda's new SunWise 
table was a favorite attraction.

Next Solar Sunday at the museum will be 
Sunday, May 18, from 10:00 until 2:00. 
Come join the fun.

Linda and Roger Kennedy brought the Sun 
to 271 students and teachers at Cochiti 
Pueblo School. Students made UV bead 
bracelets to learn about the effects of so-
lar radiation, observed the Sun with the 
Lunt 80-mm solar scope and a white-light 
filtered scope on our new mount, learned 
about the scale of the solar system, and 
then received solar shades. The two-day 
event provided lessons for students in 
grades pre-K through 8. This is the second 
year that we have visited the school, and 
we always have a great time with the kids.

Linda and Roger Kennedy traveled down to 
Mescalero, New Mexico, to bring solar edu-
cation and Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Math (STEM) awareness to a Na-
tive American conference. Two days were 
hosted by the Mescalero Apache Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) School, with Saturday 
events at the Inn of the Mountain Gods. In 
total, we interacted with 486 attendees 
and staff. Students came from  other New 
Mexico and Arizona BIA schools.

This brings our March outreach total to 
3,113 visitors and 8,123 visitors this year.

March 23, Solar Sunday March 25–26, Cochiti Pueblo School March 27–29, Mescalero
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A 
Messier

 Thumbnail
 Gallery

by John Laning

THIS IS A PARTIAL MESSIER 
CATALOG using thumbnail images I 
have done from 2010 to 2013. I used 
a lot of different equipment. Exposures 
ranged from 45 one-minute images to 
60 three-minute images. 

All images were taken in New Mexico, 
most near Tijeras on my back patio. 

I used one CCD camera, a SBIG 
ST8300M along with a filter wheel with 
LRGB filters. Images were autoguided 
with the SBIG SG-4.

Telescopes used: AT102ED f/7, AT8RC 
f/8, AT72ED F/6. Mount: iOptron 
iEQ45. 

Software: CCDSoft V5, MaxIm DLIP 
V5, Nebulosity V2&3,CCDStack V2, 
ImagesPlus V5.75a, Photoshop Ele-
ments V9, and IrfranView V4.57.

Messier Thumbnail Gallery continued on page 10 . . . 
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. . . Messier Thumbnail Gallery, 
      continued from page 9
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image from “taas star party” 
time-lapse video by

david murphy at web link above.

Looking across the open field

Dee
 and

 bunch 
setting
 up on 

the patio

Clear Skies and Cool Video
for Open Space Star Party

by Lynne Olson

AFTER A DAY of cloudy, sometimes rainy, 
weather, the skies cleared at exactly 6:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 8, for the star party at 
Albuquerque’s beautiful Open Space Visitor 
Center on Coors Blvd. Although the crowd 
was moderate because of the earlier weather, 
they were enthusiastic and appreciative of 
the offerings from TAAS and the City.

An excellent talk on “The Science of Astrol-
ogy” by Barry Spletzer at 7:00 p.m. was well 
received by a full house. Many telescopes 
were set up on the large patio and grassy 
area, and beautiful views of the Moon, Jupiter, 
and Messier objects delighted the visitors. 
Kevin McKeown gave his usual fine green-
laser guided tour of the constellations and 
targeted objects.

In the Visitor Center building, Trish Logan 
kept young (and older) guests busy making 
star charts, and a video of Brian Green’s “Fab-

Bob 
Hufnagel, 
Shane 
and Becky 
Ramotowski

Barry Spletzer gave an excellent talk.. Trish Logan guided star chart makers.

Bob Hufnagel, Shane Ramotowski,
 and scope ready for the night sky.

ric of the Cosmos” was running in the screen-
ing room. 

Our thanks to all who attended—visitors, 
TAAS members, and their scopes—and made 
this a success at a wonderful venue. Thanks 
also to the staff and volunteers of the Open 
Space Visitor Center. We look forward to our 
next star party there in November.

Thanks also to David Murphy who has al-
lowed us to use the time-lapse video he made 
of the event. He had been looking into local 
events that the company he’s a partner with 
(www.marblestreetstudio.com) wanted to 

document using time-lapse photography. One 
of the events that caught his eye was an 
upcoming star party hosted by TAAS. So, on 
March 8,  he arrived early at the Open Space 
Visitor Center not knowing exactly what to 
expect.  According to him, he found some of 
the friendliest people he’s ever run across, 
and in the process he captured the following 
imagery:

https://vimeo.com/89131141.

http://www.marblestreetstudio.com/
https://vimeo.com/89131141
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by Roger Kennedy

THE TAAS SOLAR OUTREACH–
Albuquerque-Bernalillo County Library 
(ABC) Summer Reading partnership 
has been recognized by the NM Library 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM) committee as an exemplary 
program. As a result, we have been 
awarded the 2014 Innovation Grant. 
This will allow us to bring the outreach 
video system to events and still be able 
to observe visually. We will now have an 
80-mm and a 60-mm Lunt solar telescope 
mounted with a side-by-side on the same 
mount, with an additional white-light 
telescope. The grant will provide funds 
for STEM activities that help us teach 
solar science and the health effects of 
sunlight (an EPA program called SunWise) 
to the public. We will expand  the current 
TAAS Our Magnetic Sun NASA–Night Sky 
Network kit.

TAAS-ABC Library Summer Reading 
Program schedule:

Solar Sunday May 18 at 10:00–2:00 at the 
New Mexico Museum of Natural History 
and Science

Saturday May 31 at 10:00–3:00 Tony 
Hillerman Library, kickoff

Wednesday June 4 at 10:30–12:00 East 
Mountain Library

Thursday June 5 at 10:30–12:00 Ernie Pyle 
Library

Friday June 6 at 10:30–12:00 Los Griegos 
Library

Saturday June 7 at 10:30–12:00 Lomas-
Tramway Library

Wednesday June 11 at 10:30–12:00 South 
Valley Library

Thursday June 12 at 10:30–12:00 Cherry 
Hills Library

Friday June 27 at 10:30–12:00 Tony 
Hillerman Library

More are expected to be added in the fall.

TAAS members are encouraged to 
participate by bringing their own solar/
white-light filtered scopes or by assisting 
with the STEM activities. Contact Roger 
Kennedy if interested (rwkennedy45@
gmail.com). In the past we have interacted 
with over 100 visitors at each library 
branch.

Summer in Albuquerque will be 
highlighted by a global event on Saturday, 
June 22: International SUN-day, 10:00 until 
2:00 at Petroglyph National Monument. 
Over 600 groups and astronomy 
organizations from around the world are 
scheduled to host events that day and post 
their activities on a specially designed 
Facebook site at https://www.facebook.
com/groups/InternationalSUNday/. All 
are welcome to host their own event in the 
Albuquerque area similar to what TAAS 
did for the Venus Transit and the Annular 
Eclipse. Steve Ramsden of the Charlie 
Bates Solar Astronomy Project of Atlanta 
will kick off the day in Australia, followed 
by groups in each time zone during the 
10:00–2:00 time period. The Web site 
http://www.SLOOH.com will be video 
streaming activities from dawn to dusk. 
 
After these activities, Linda and Roger 
Kennedy will head to the Sno-Isle Library 
System in Washington state to provide 
STEM Summer Reading Program events at 
12 branches there.

International SUN-day to Highlight 
Solar Summer Agenda

https://www.facebook.com/groups/InternationalSUNday/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/InternationalSUNday/
http://www.SLOOH.com
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W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g
 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Kevin Amsden
Dennis Glenn

Diane Kahl
Jon Schuchardt
David Williams

M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N     107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚    -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Mike Molitor, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
  The deadline for the next  issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday May 2. The newsletter 
editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 4

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 225 221 4
Family 70 66 4
Education 18 19 -1
Military 4 2 2
Total Paid 317 308 9
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 35 35 0
Total Members 359 350 9

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d
 M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted 
as beginning the first day of the month 
regardless of what day during that month the 
check is received. Notice of renewal will be 
sent out the month before the due date. You 
will have until the end of the month after your 
renewal date to send your membership check. 

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.

—Dan Clark

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is 
a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are 

deductible as charitable contributions on the 
donor’s federal income tax return. 

GENERAL
Steven Haas

EDUCATION
Ernest Stapleton PTA

GNTO

Elyse Wood
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  Archivist    Pat Appel  505-292-0463 (H)  archivist@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
  ATM Coordinator   Michael Pendley   505-238-6060   atm@TAAS.org
  Dark Sky Coordinator   David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
  Education Outreach   Tom Graham     education_coord@TAAS.org 
  Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coordinator@TAAS.org
  Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
  Librarian    Arthur VanDereedt  505-821-0530  librarian@TAAS.org
  Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
  Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
  Observatory Director   Mike Molitor  505-717-2601  gnto@TAAS.org
  Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
  Telescope Loan Coordinator  Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
  UNM Observatory Coordinator  Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
  Volunteer Coordinator   Amy Estelle  505-730-0025  adestelle2000@yahoo.com
  Web Master    Will Ferrell     webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 4  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f
Steve Snyder
President

president@TAAS.org

David Frizzell
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Sigrid Monaghan
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Amy Estelle
Director / Volunteer Coordinator

adestelle2000@yahoo.com
505-730-0025

Tom Graham
Director / Education Outreach Coordinator

education_coord@TAAS.org

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Roger Kennedy
Director / Solar Outreach

 303-314-6273
rwkennedy45@gmail.com

Mike Molitor
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coordinator@TAAS.org

505-856-2537

Gordon Pegue
Director

gpegue at comcast dot net 
505-332-2523

Steve Riegel
Director

505-274-3362



MEMBERSHIP:  You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227).  Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site.  Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership.  Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters).  
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at  membership@TAAS.org  You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out 
to The Albuquerque Astronomical Society 
or give your check to the Treasurer  at the 
next meeting.
  
MAGAZINES:  Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope  and 
Astronomy  as well as discounts on 
books from Sky Publishing Corporation 
are available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society.  Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check.  Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS:  
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon)  
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size.  The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.   
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word or 
compatible word processor; one  space  
between paragraphs is preferred.   ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable.  One column is 
approximately 350 words.  Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at TAASeditor@gmail.
com  for more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

The editor’s e-mail address is TAASeditor@
gmail.com.

TAAS LIBRARY:  Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
   The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
   E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.                   

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION


