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Collimation
What It Is and

Why Your Telescope Needs It
Barry Spletzer, Speaker

Do you long to have your telescope 
show you the perfect image, but the 
word “collimation” makes you think that, 
if you attempt it, you will never see any 
image again?
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Tom Prettyman to Speak at
Open Space Visitor Center 

Star Party  
Saturday, April 25, 6:00–10:00 p.m. 

(Solar Observing 2:00-5:00 p.m.)

by Lynne Olson

What better way to celebrate April than 
with a TAAS/Open Space Visitor Center 
star party? April showers are not welcome 
at this party!

We will start with a session of Solar As-
tronomy in front of the OSVC from 2:00 
to 5:00 p.m., for your first visible star, our 
Sun, with scopes provided by our Solar 
Outreach team.

Return for the evening event beginning 
with astronomy-related activities in the 
lobby  and proceeding to our featured 
speaker at 7:00 p.m. in the Kiva Room.  Dr. 
Tom Prettyman will bring us up to date 
on the NASA Dawn Mission, now circling 
the asteroid Ceres and collecting data . Dr. 
Prettyman spoke at an OSVC star party a 
few years ago when the focus was Vesta.

The sun will be setting at about 7:30 p.m., 
allowing observing to begin in the deepen-
ing twilight with the Moon, Venus, Jupiter, 
and the highlights of the spring sky.  TAAS 

Oak Flat Season Opener! 
Saturday, May 23 

Nine Miles South of Tijeras

by Lynne Olson

The ever-popular Oak Flat Star Parties 
return on Saturday, May 23, during the Me-
morial Day weekend.  This year, we have 
both Juniper and Yucca areas reserved for 
TAAS, which means expanded parking, 
restrooms, and picnic facilities for early 
arrivals.  

Make plans to come with friends and fam-
ily, bring your own telescope, and join  the 
array of TAAS telescopes of all types and 
sizes set up on the observing field between 
Juniper and Yucca. Meet and talk with 
TAAS members and other visitors and, 
above all, enjoy the wonderful  sights of 
the night New Mexico skies through scopes 
and by just looking up!

Stay tuned on www.TAAS.org for more de-
tails and activities as the date approaches 
and go there for maps to the area.  We hope 
to have sparkling weather to enjoy this fa-
cility to its fullest.
Future dates for the summer season are: 
•June 20           •July 25           •August 22 
•September date being determined
Thank you, as always, to the Tijeras Ranger 
Station, which has worked with TAAS on 
making these star parties happen for the 
public for many, many years! 

TAAS Fabulous 50
Viewing Session
Northeast ABQ
Fri., May 8
7:30 p.m.

Public Star Party
Oak Flat Campground
Sat., May 23.

http://www.taas.org
www.TAAS.org
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on the website (www.TAAS.org). Click on the TAAS 
Fabulous 50 link on the left side of the home page.
Contact Dee at taasdee@comcast.net with any questions.

 . . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

 . . . O p e n  S p a c e  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

telescopes of all types and apertures will present views of the 
amazing New Mexico skies, and TAAS members will be eager to 
share their knowledge of astronomy and telescopes with all.  As 
the stars pop out, there will be a green-laser-guided constellation 
tour to acquaint you with the major sights and stars and a little of 
the mythology.

TAAS members are encouraged to bring their telescopes and show 
off the heavenly sights to the public.  Parking will be guided by the 
OSVC volunteers.
Please go to www.TAAS.org for a map and a time-lapse video 
taken at the fall OSVC star party!

*****************************************************
Detail of Dr. Prettyman’s talk and his bio: 

Vesta In Perspective and First Glimpses of Ceres
The Dawn spacecraft was the first to travel to and orbit two solar 
system bodies, Vesta and Ceres, both in the main asteroid belt.  Dawn 
was also the first to take a close-up look at an icy dwarf planet.  With 
Dawn’s orbital mission at Ceres and New Horizon’s upcoming flyby of 
Pluto, 2015 will be celebrated as the year of the dwarf planet. Dr. Pret-
tyman will describe what we know about small bodies in our solar sys-
tem and anticipate what we might learn as Dawn explores Ceres.

Tom Prettyman is a co-investigator on the NASA Dawn mission and 
team lead for Dawn’s Gamma Ray and Neutron Detector (GRaND).  He 
is a fellow of NASA’s Innovative Advanced Concepts program, for which 
he is investigating methods to map comet and asteroid interiors.  In 
2014, he was honored by the International Astronomical Union with 
the designation of minor planet 24994 Prettyman.

According to Barry Spletzer:  “Collimation is simply aligning the 
optics of our telescopes. Do I really expect you to sit through 40 
minutes on how to fiddle with those three little screws on the 
back of your scope? Of course not. I took this assignment because 
I cannot think of another subject in amateur astronomy more 
prone to opinion, mythology, and superstition. My goal is to dispel 
some of the myths with sound science and show what is impor-
tant and what’s not.”

To get us all on a sound footing, Barry will start out with the very 
basics of optics and image formation. With that, he will examine 
how collimation, or the lack of it, affects the image we see. Next, a 
discussion of the practical and theoretical limits of collimation so 
that we have a concrete goal in mind. Then it’s on to hardware and 
techniques, examining several approaches to collimation using a 
variety of special, but not necessarily expensive or complicated, 
equipment. In the end, you will understand how to get the best 
image out of your telescope with minimal effort and equipment. 

Barry Spletzer is a long-time amateur astronomer and Chief Sci-
entist of The Albuquerque Astronomical Society (TAAS). He has 
been a featured speaker at TAAS several times on topics including 
the history of science, astronomy, astrology, optics, and celestial 
mechanics. He retired from Sandia Labs as the Senior Scientist for 
robotics, is a registered professional engineer, and holds a Ph.D. in 
Applied Mechanics.

by Dee Friesen 

Everyone interested in learning the basic features of the 
night sky Is invited to attend a TAAS Fabulous 50 Viewing Ses-
sion for New Astronomers on Friday, May 8, at 7:30 p.m. 

I will host the viewing session at my house in northeast Al-
buquerque. My neighborhood has no street lights and a dark 
sky. We will spend 30 minutes inside viewing a presenta-
tion, then go outside for 30 minutes to view the night sky. 
We finish the evening back inside with a social hour.

At this session new astronomers will learn the spring portion 
of the TAAS Fabulous 50 objects. The objects serve as build-
ing blocks for further learning of the night sky. Experienced 
TAAS members will be on hand with telescopes to assist you.
Visitors need not bring anything, just an interest in learning 
the night sky. More details with a map to my house are 

TAAS Fabulous 50 Viewing 
Sessions for New Astronomers

ursa maJor                                                     photo naoyuki kurita 

www.TAAS.org)
file:///D:\TAAS\NEWSLETTER\A.%20Newsletters%202015\Newsletter%2005-15\www.TAAS.org
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Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Mike Molitor

Observe – Educate – Have Fun

Third time was the charm. After poor sky 
conditions on Thursday and Friday nights, 
Saturday, March 21, provided good sky 
for the 2015 Messier Marathon. Jim Ford-
ice, the GNTO site-host/opener, reported 
largely clear skies and light wind. Bragging 
rights go to Alan Scott who bagged 109 out 
of the total of 110 objects, missing M30 in 
the brightening light of dawn. Rounding 
out the total of 16 on -ite were: Becky and 
Shane Ramatowski, Bruce Lambert, Vance 
Ley, John Laning, Dee Friesen, Dave and 
Maya Walz-Burkett, Rania Bakkar, Edgar 
Fischer, Pete Eschman, Kevin McKeown, 
John Wheeler, and Viola Sanchez. La Cocina 
Galactica provided all a warm place to eat 
and converse, or take a quick nap. Alan, 
Vance, Dave, Maya, and Jim greeted the 
Sunday dawn. 

Because of predictions for better weather, 
the GNTO equipment training originally set 
for Saturday, April 11, was moved to Fri-
day, April 10. Four TAAS members—Mar-
shall Gatten, Cory Alden, Michael Williams, 
and George Friedman—participated in the 
Isengard telescope and dome training. The 
Isengard is a 16-inch F6 Newtonian on an 
equatorial mount. It can be operated in 
several modes, from manual to computer 
controlled. One of the benefits of TAAS 
membership is that the Isengard and dome 
may be used by any member who has com-
pleted the training.

Vance Ley, Bob Hufnagel, and Mike Fuge 
tested and debugged a color camera on the 
14-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope. The 
goal is to enable TAAS members to capture 
deep-sky images quickly with a reduced 
learning curve. The Imaging telescope, 
camera, and dome may be used by any 
member who has completed the Imaging 
training.

Jim Fordice was using the 6-inch Astro-
physics refractor on one of the permanent 
guest piers. The refractor is one of the 
portable scopes available for use on-site by 
TAAS members.

The GNTO Committee met March 26 at the 
North Domigo Baca Multigenerational Cen-

ter. Vance reported that he had repaired 
the Imaging Dome lock. Dust on the Imag-
ing scope corrector lens was still an issue 
that needed to be resolved, but it appears 
to be related to the lens cover not sealing 
tightly. Ray indicated his plans for the en-
try step to La Cocina Galactica includes a 
small “patio” which will extend to the main 
dome slab to  reduce the potential for trip-
ping in this high-flow traffic area. A new 
site-open/close checklist was adopted that 
addresses replacement of the guest trailer 
with La Cocina Galactica. Associated modi-
fications to the key-holder guide document 
were proposed. Additional comments and 
changes are solicited and should be sub-
mitted to Jim. The inventory reduction sub-
committee (Fordice, Ley, Collins, Eschman) 
presented their initial findings identifying 
several unused items to be sold and un-
used/old items for trash; they also cleaned 
up the first-floor workroom. Visitors to 
GNTO will now find free bench space and 
less confusion underfoot. Good work! Mov-
ing forward, subcommittees on security 
cameras and site signage plan to meet. 
 
Upcoming events: 

April 18 – New Moon. Observing theme: 
TAAS 200 Spring Scavenger Hunt. 
Also, member imaging and observing. 

May 9 – 3rd Quarter Moon. Open for observ-
ing and imaging.

Getting ready for an all-night 
observing session

Smiles for the sky from Dee and Becky More smiles from Edgar and Rania

continued on page 4 . . . 
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An Opinion: TAAS Dark Sky SIG

It is hard to imagine an organization 
devoted to astronomy without a special 
interest group (SIG) devoted to dark skies. 
Dark skies are a core value of astronomy. 
Astronomy of course does “happen” 
without dark skies. Sidewalk astronomy 
in light-polluted areas was popular back 
in the 19th century and it continues to be 
so today. Our own Coffee Shop group does 
a fine job of educating the public while 
enjoying the experience. Unfortunately 
the views are of only very bright objects 
such as the Moon, some planets and an 
occasional bright Deep Space Object. The 
public often thinks that is all there is.

Light pollution is insidious. It creeps up 
on you and soon it seems it has always 
been that way. Even some major obser-
vatories have fallen victim to this pollu-
tion and have been reduced to hosting 
public functions such as wine tastings and 
planetarium theaters. In areas like Tuc-
son, Arizona, a massive effort on the part 
of the International Dark-Sky Association 
(IDA), local involved astronomy clubs, 
and an interested public, has allowed 
the nearby Kitt Peak National Observa-
tory to continue to do real science.

Not only are the “observers” affected 
by these encroaching and unwelcome 
photons, but also astro-imagers like me. 
Creating an astro-image in a light-polluted 
sky is like taking a photograph in a smog-
polluted city. There is no crisp blue sky 
(inky black background), no sharp detail 
of a fine sculpture (diamonds on black 
velvet in a globular cluster) no beautifully 
captured wrinkles at the corner of an eye 
(fine dust lanes in a galaxy). Light pollu-
tion decreases the signal-to-noise ratio. 
Signal is the light emitted or reflected by 

the object(s) that are the subject(s) of the 
photograph, and noise is all the extrane-
ous light, not the subject of the photograph 
This means that long exposures result in 
more noise and minimal signal. In dark-sky 
areas you get strong signal with minimal 
noise. In urban areas where long expo-
sures with clear, red, green or blue filters 
are impossible due to excessive back-
ground light (noise), the use of narrow-
band filters has become popular. These 
filters have very restrictive coatings that 
can eliminate the orange wavelength of 
sodium vapor lights, the blue of the newer 
cost-effective LED’s and other polluting 
lights. White light LED’s have a very strong 
blue light output and blue light is most 
scattered by our atmosphere (Rayleigh 
scattering). Soon maybe astro-imagers will 
think narrow-band imaging is all there is. 

The IDA, professionals like TAAS member 
David Penasa, and the input of people with 
a love of dark skies are our only hope. If 
left to governmental agencies, the results 
could well be, as they often are, well inten-
tioned, but inappropriate and ineffective. A 
TAAS SIG for Dark Skies can provide guid-
ance for legislation and help support the 
broader audience of the IDA. New Mexico 
has the great fortune of having large areas 
of land relatively under-developed. Let 
us, through our astronomical society and 
a special interest group for Dark Skies, 
do what we can to protect this resource. 

See: http://www.darksky.org/about-
ida/109-international-dark-sky-week

Thanks for your consideration.

—Dan Richey 
(TAAS member since 1994)

TAAS Dark Sky Outreach

May 16 – New Moon. GNTO will be open 
for general observing and imaging. This 
is spring star party season and for those 
members not traveling to other events, we 
will have YOUR dark-sky site and observa-
tory open and available.

May 21 - The GNTO Committee will meet 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the North Domin-
go Baca Multigenerational Center located 
near Paseo del Norte and Wyoming. Any 
TAAS member interested in participating 
in GNTO operations is welcome to attend.

Don’t forget that the GNTO observing field 
is available for use by TAAS members any-
time. See the TAAS website for the check-
list of proper procedures.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last-minute changes and up-
dates.
GNTO is open to all TAAS members and 
their guests. Contact me or speak with one 
of the Committee members. 

GNTO Director e-mail: gnto@taas.org, or 
518-225-7077 (cell), 505-717-2601 (land).

 . . . U n d e r  t h e  D o m e
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3
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Orion Constellation in the clouds 
imaged using less expensive 
equipment.

Equipment: Canon EOS 60D, Sigma 
10-20mm lens f/5, iOptron Sky Tracker, 
Cullmann tripod

Software: BackyardEOS V3, 
ImagesPlus V5.75a, Photoshop 
Elements V9 Exposure: 180 seconds iso 
1600
Location: 3 miles north of Oak Flat at my 
backyard patio March 23, 2015

NGC 2264 Christmas Tree 
Cluster, Cone Nebula, Glimpse 
of Fox Fur Nebula distance 
around 3,000 light-years.

 Equipment:ES ED127CF f/7.5, iOptron 
CEM60 mount, SBIG ST8300M and FW5, 
Guided with SBIG SG-4 on AT72ED f/6.

Software: CCDSoft V 5.210, 
CCDStack V3, ImagesPlus V5.75a, 
Photoshop Elements V9.

Exposure: 30 x 3 minutes Hydrogen 
Alpha filter Baader 7nm

Location: 3 miles north of Oak Flat at 
my backyard patio March 28, 2015

Two Images Spotlight Different Equipment by John Laning

Plenty of Images Can Be Made with Less Expensive Gear

Note: Instead of $9,000 worth of equip-
ment that it took for the NGC 2264 
image, the Orion Constellation only cost 
about $1,350. If your digital camera has 

a tripod connector on it and bulb setting 
you can take 15- to 30-second images 
using the wide-angle setting and com-
bine them using a freeware program 

such as IrfanView or RegiStax. This 
coud save you another $900, and there 
are 88 constellations to image before 
you need to buy more expensive stuff.
—John Laning
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M109, also known as NGC 3992

Captured on March 21 and 22 at 
GNTO during the Messier Marathon, 
this beautiful barred spiral is the 
most distant of the Messier objects 
at 83.5 ± 24 million light-years. It is 
found approximately 39 arc minutes 
from the star Phecda in Ursa Major, 
the lower star closest to the handle 
of the Big Dipper. Also seen are 
UGC (Uppsala General Catalog) 
6969 (upper left), UGC 6940 (middle 
left), and UGC 6923 (lower left).

Malfunctioning equipment and dew 
conspired to prevent this image. I 
was able to persevere and capture 
26 x 10-minute usable subframes 
with an SBIG ST4000 XCM camera 
mounted on a Celestron C11 HD 
Edge with f/7 focal reducer and newly 
temperamental Losmandy G-11 mount. 
Processing was done with DSS. 
Dark frames were applied. Flat fields 
were made but not used in order to 
simplify processing, as examination 
indicated that they were unnecessary. 
—Vance Ley

This solar prominence was visible 
at approximately the 12 o’clock position 
on the full disk on March 31, 2015. A 
video stream of the disk, captured at 
6 m sec shutter speed and a stream 
of the prominences, captured at 24 m 
sec shutter speed were made using 
the TAAS 60 mm Lunt Hydrogen 
alpha telescope and an ASI 120 mm 
video camera. A flat field was applied 
as each stream was captured in 
order to cancel out the interference 
pattern created by the etalon. Both 
streams were processed using AS!2 
and sharpened with RegiStax 6. The 
resulting tiff files were combined and 
blended using Photoshop CS2. A tint 
was applied for aesthetic purposes. 
—Vance Ley
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graphic: astronomical league

ALCON Conference Set 
for July in Las Cruces

by Dee Friesen

The Astronomical League Conference on July 6–11, 2015 is be-
ing hosted by the Astronomical Society of Las Cruces. TAAS has 
been invited to participate and join in this celebration of amateur 
astronomy. On Friday, July 10, Dee Friesen will give a presenta-
tion on public educational outreach, speaking on all aspects of 
the award-winning TAAS outreach program including school star 
parties, the development of the Handi-scope, and solar observ-
ing. Barry Spletzer and Roger Kennedy will join Dee in the effort.

All TAAS members are encouraged to attend and participate 
in a week-long conference of speakers, nighttime observing, 
and the opportunity to meet other astronomy enthusiasts.

Details are at https://alcon2015.astroleague.org/. 
Contact Dee at taasdee@comcast.net for
more details.

 photo nps

ASTROFEST
at Colorado’s  Black Canyon of the Gunnison

by Dee Friesen
the Black canyon of the Gunnison National Park in cooperation 
with the Black Canyon Astronomical Society (BCAS) is hosting 
Astrofest 2015 from June 17–20. The four-day event will include 
daytime activities as well as early evening presentations and 
nighttime observing for both the public and astronomers. The 
park is located nine miles east of Montrose, Colorado. BCAS 
has nominated the park to become an International Dark Sky 
Park. TAAS and Chaco Canyon have assisted in the nomination 
process.

Both BCAS and the national park have invited TAAS to 
participate. The park is offering free camping to astronomers. 
Dee has reserved a number of motel rooms in nearby Montrose 
for any interested TAAS members. It is a 15-minute drive from 
the park to Montrose. Interested TAAS members can contact 
Dee at taasdee@comcast.net for more details and to reserve 
one of the motel rooms.

Thanks to all those who helped at the Sandia Mountain Natural 
History Center Wednesday, March. 25. We had 29 visitors and 10 
staff, including TAAS members, museum staff, and center employ-
ees. The night started out totally cloudy but most of the sky was 
clear by the end of the event. Roger Kennedy, Dale Murray, Jim 
Greenhouse, Tad LaCoursiere, and John Lanning braved the cloudy 
conditions at 7 p.m. until about 8:30 p.m. About 10 children said 
they saw the Moon and Jupiter, plus Venus in our scopes and Jim’s 
Binocs. Even when we could barely see anything, members of the 
public were still excited. 

About 8:30 p.m.the skies started to clear in the north. The Big Dip-
per came into view with the W of Cassiopeia. John was able to find 
M51 barely, M94, M3, M81 and 82, M34, M103, M44, and M66, 65 
barely. Finally the Pleiades showed up to wow the visitors. Several 
found M42 in the clouds late and by 9:30 p.m. all the public were 
gone. Center director Paul Mauermann said, “I think it was a great 
event with a solid turnout especially considering the wind and 
cloud cover at the beginning. We would love to do these periodi-
cally…maybe in the summer. Please pass along our thanks to TAAS, 
they did a great job.” Despite the slow start a great time was had 
by all in the end.

Stargazing at Sandia Mountain Natural 
History Center Excites Public by Roger Kennedy

TAAS Member Never Off Duty!

by Lynne Olson

Bob Hufnagel  attended an open house at the 
VLA with his family on April 4, taking them to see 
this outstanding facility.  While there, he was go-
ing through the spectral analyzing demonstration 
for his family, when members of the visiting public 
stopped to listen and learn.  Bob then launched 
into the demo for everyone, thereby helping Judy 
Stanley out with the crowds—he was pronounced 
awesome on the spot!

https://alcon2015.astroleague.org/


The Sidereal Times May 2015

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 8

TAAS BOARD MEETING
Thursday, March 5, 2015

Attended by: Steve Snider; Roger Kennedy; 
Trish Logan; Robert Anderson; Mike Moli-
tor; Jim Fordice; Lynne Olson; Dan Clark; 
Bob Havlen; Sigrid Monaghan.
Absent: David Frizzell

Guest: Peter Eschman

I. Approval of Agenda

II. Approval of Minutes

III. Committee Reports

A.  Education (Roger Kennedy and Trish 
Logan)

1. Roger Kennedy: Solar Outreach: Re-
view of March’s SOR report. 

March 2015: 22 Events with 3,905 
adults and children.
Highlights:MESA Competitions at UNM 
and NMUS
NM State Science and Engineering Fair, 
NMT
TAAS Volunteers: Tad LaCoursiere, Asis 
Carlos, Jim Greenhouse, John Lansing, 
Jeff Boggs, Jim Fordice, Dale Murray, 
Dave Ray, Anthony Martinez, Roger and 
Linda Kennedy.
TAAS Volunteer Hours: 229 hours in 
March, 484 YTD
2015 totals: 49 events with 7,246 adults 
and children YTD
2015 Calendar: 145 events planned/
scheduled so far.
   The Library being constructed at 
Central and Unser SW has not been 
completed as of this Board meeting, so 
Roger has not been able to get in and 
look over their “all purpose room” yet.
   At the Alamosa Library, Roger reported 
that Judy Hedding and Cathy Jones have 
put up the Starlab in their all-purpose 
room. Roger said that there is enough 

room for the planetarium to be used as 
well and that Jim Greenhouse has volun-
teered to be the presenter.
   Roger has given Dan Clark (Finance) 
the check from the A.I. Pierce Founda-
tion, and $3,200 of the $4,000 was used 
to buy 12,000 solar glasses.
   From the Sandia Labs Grant of $2,000 
SOR has ordered a MallinCam SSIL (Im-
ager) to be used in conjunction with 
the system they have now. The TruVue 
monitor that we have now will be “up 
and running” for the La Vida Llena event 
scheduled in May.

2. Trish Logan - Nighttime Outreach: 
   Said a special thank you to the volun-
teers who come out to the schools and 
help with organizing star parties both 
indoors and out. “We do really good 
work.”
   At their next committee meeting 
March 26, 2015, the Education Outreach 
program plans to discuss what money 
will be used for items and supplies 
needed for upcoming programs. Trish 
has suggested that the monies for Solar 
and Nighttime Outreach programs be 
separated. Nighttime does not need the 
kind of equipment and funding that the 
Solar program needs, but they do need 
some funds.

B.  Finance (Dan Clark)
Dan presented hardcopies of the 
monthly finance report.   The deposit 
has been made to Eleganté Hotel for 
next year’s banquet.

C.  GNTO (Mike Molitor)
Mike reports: Started working on the 
2015 plans on a number of projects 

1. Reduced the height of one of the per-
manent guest piers.

2. If anyone needs help with adapters 
for use with some of the other piers 

they should get in touch with Bob Huf-
nagel for assistance.

3. Jim Fordice is leading the group re-
viewing inventory at GNTO to see what 
we should keep and what can be gotten 
rid of. This will be an ongoing task for a 
while.

4. On March 5 Mike went to the PNM 
Power Plant open house in Belen where 
he got to meet the architect engineer 
people who were able to share more of 
their lighting plans (verbally). Mike has 
some documentation and is expecting to 
get more. Mike is keeping in touch with 
David Penasa (TAAS Dark Sky webpage 
contact) regarding the proceedings. 
Mike says it will probably be in May that 
PNM will have their designs available 
for review. They will be working on the 
plant on into 2016.

5. Work on the Pellegrino scope: Chang-
es have been made so that it is available 
for use. This has highlighted the need 
for more changes with regard to ease of 
collimation.

6. Next committee meeting is scheduled 
for after the Messier Marathon Week-
end.

D.  Membership (Robert Anderson)

Bob reports that membership cards are 
going out in the mail to new members 
with the TAAS New Member Welcome 
packets and to renewal members who 
did not get theirs at the banquet or last 
meeting. There were 5 new members for 
the month of February. Bob had e-mailed 
Mr. Hunter Mortley but has not received 
a reply yet.

E.  Publicity/Special Events (Lynne Olson)
Lynne distributed the list of upcoming 
events for March, April, and May. She in-
vited questions. None were asked.

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s   m a r c h Sigrid Monaghan

continued on page 9 . . .
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F.  Others - Dark Sky Update:

   Mike has exchanged e-mails with David 
Penasa on any activity involving a Dark 
Sky Interest Group. Of late there is no 
ongoing activity. On the question of any 
possible changes in the future, Mike is 
still investigating.
   Peter Eschman, active member with 
the informal Dark Sky Interest Group 
requested to say something on topic. He 
noted that last year 23 people donated 
money to the TAAS Dark Sky Foundation 
and 6 more this year so far.
   Jim Fordice took the lead saying that 
there is $2,300 in the fund to date and 
that the BOD was now discussing wheth-
er there was interest in keeping this an 
active SIG and how this money should be 
used.
   Peter, having also been in contact with 
David Penasa and other members of the 
SIG, suggested that if the money is not 
going to be used by the Dark Sky Interest 
Group then perhaps it should be donated 
to the IDA.
   Peter feels that the TAAS membership 
should be made aware of the BOD’s plans.
   The BOD has been seeking input from 

the SIG and note that Peter is the first to 
come forward as a representative of the 
group’s interest.
   It was suggested that contacting the 
donors to Dark Sky be done first to poll 
their views on the use of the funds, and 
also to bring up the topic at the next Gen-
eral Meeting.
   Some monies have already been used 
for the Sky Quality Meter owned by TAAS 
and light fixtures for demonstration pur-
poses.
   Lynne mentioned that she has had 2 
Hot-Line messages last month regarding 
Dark Sky.
   At the moment there is no one person 
heading the SIG. 
   Steve will bring up the issues of Dark 
Sky at the next General Meeting.

IV. Current Activities

   General Meeting March 7, 2015, to be 
led by Steve Snider.

V. Future Activities

 A.  TAAS events for the next three months

B.  Cosmic Carnival Date? - David Friz-
zell and Lynne Olson will be be the 
point persons, talking to Jody Hed-
derig at Open Space Visitor Center 
(OSVC). The date is still in question.

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  8

C.  Chaco Canyon dates? - There are still 
issues with the dates (May 15–16) 
for the Star Party due to conflicts 
with other activities. David is work-
ing on it.

   Jim brought up the point that we 
must acknowledge that when we 
do not have sufficient means and 
support we need to cancel our par-
ticipation in some events.

Steve mentioned that the Rio Ran-
cho Astronomical Society (RRAS) is 
eager to go to Chaco and that they 
may be willing to work with TAAS 
and help with the presentations 
and activities.

  D.  Oak Flat dates? - Lynne - We have Yuc-
ca and Juniper camp grounds for 
May 23 (Memorial Day weekend) 
between 8:00 a.m. - 10:30 p.m. for 
solar astronomy, picnicking, and 
star party in the evening. All dates 
for June, July, and August are also 
ours. Labor Day weekend, however, 
is already booked. Possibility of a 
later date is being worked on.

E.  Open Space Visitor Center Star Party 
– Lynne: Set for April 25, 6:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m. Setting up scopes will 
start at around 6:00 p.m. There will 

Free and Open to the Public
Saturday, May 2, 2015, 7:00 P.M.

UNM Science and Math Learning Center 

Collimation
What It Is and Why Your Telescope Needs It

Barry Spletzer

TAAS Chief Scientist

TAAS General Meeting

continued on page 10 . . .
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be a talk in the Visitor Center and 
observing at dusk. Solar Viewing 
will be from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Roger reports that the Girl Scouts 
have moved their Camporee from 
September 26 to September 12. 
They would like to add a night’s 
observing starting at 7:00 p.m.

VI. Old Business

 Insurance Coverage - Steve has taken 
all comments made by BOD members 
and given them back to the agent. Da-
vid has agreed to review the changes, 
adjustments, and the contract in gen-
eral when the insurance agent gets 
back to us. The Policy will run from 
March 30, 2015 to March 31, 2016.

VII. New Business

A. Hunter Mortley complaint - Al-
ready covered in the Committee 
Reports at the beginning of the 
meeting.

Post Note: Jim and other BOD 
members reviewed the postings 
on TAAS TALK and were unable to 
discern the complainant’s dissat-
isfaction.

B. Oak Flat Star Party costs - Lynne 

reported that the fee to reserve 
the camp ground was $69.

C. Astro 101 Development – David’s 
project, but in his absence Steve 
reports:

1. We are looking for someone to 
head up the program.

2. We are looking for volunteers to 
put on presentations.

D. Next Perihelion Banquet (sit- 
down or buffet) - Lynne is investi-
gating options, getting cost differ-
ences and menu availabilities. 

E. Scout Coordinator - Lynne -We are 
getting requests for TAAS partici-
pation with Scouting and merit 
badge programs. Chaz Jetty has 
been named the TAAS Scout Coor-
dinator.

VIII.  BOD remarks/discussion

What do you think of the proposal to 
keep Daylight Saving Time permanent 
in NM?

IX. Adjourn 

Totals:
General $5,104.44
GNTO $7,022.27
Education $9,203.51
Dark Sky $2,133.32
Science Fair $25.00
Special Projects $732.23
Astro League Dues 
(not in total) $550.46
Investments Wells Fargo 
(included in total) $10,000.00 
Major Revenue Total: $4,962.40
Memberships $430.00
Donations $275.00
Banquet $ 57.30
Feb. Interest $0.10
Albert Pierce Grant/ 
Solar,Used Equip. 
Purch. GNTO

$200.00

Major Expenses Total: $5,359.34
Storage Unit $161.00
CenturyLink $53.66
Travelers Insurance $400.00
Banquet Deposit $500.00
R. Kennedy/Solar 
Glass/Grant $3,200.00
R. Kennedy/Outreach/
Sandia Grant $1,017.52
Steven Snider 
Speaker Dinner

$27.16

Current Previous Change
$ 24,801.23 $25,168.17 $ (366.94)

Account Summary for March 2015
by Dan Clark

Total Funds on Deposit:

. . . M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
   c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  9
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Magazine Subscriptions
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Dan Clark at
treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N   107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚   -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Mike Molitor, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information.

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
 The deadline for the next issue of The Sidereal 
Times is Friday, May 15. The newsletter 
editor’s e-mail address is

TAASeditor@gmail.com. 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a r c h  2 0 1 5

Membership Current Past Change
 Month Month

Regular 242 235 7
Family 77 74 3
Education 15 14 1
Military 2 2 0
Total Paid 336 325 11
Honorary 7 7 0
Complimentary 14 14 0
Total Members 357 346 11

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d 
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships will be posted as be-
ginning the first day of the month regardless 
of what day during that month the check is 
received. Notice of renewal will be sent out 
the month before the due date. You will have 
until the end of the month after your renewal 
date to send your membership check. majik-
647flmajik

If you fail to pay and renew at that time, 
your membership will lapse. When you pay on 
a lapsed membership you will be reinstated in 
the month that the membership was originally 
due. (If dues were due in March and you did 
not renew until May or June or July, etc., the 
date of your renewal will be in March. If your 
dues are due in April and you pay in March, 
your membership will still be renewed in 
April.) 

In a nutshell, if you pay late or early your 
membership date stays the same and your 
next year’s dues will be due on that date next 
year.                                                      —Dan Clark

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 
501(c)(3) organization. Donations are deductible 
as charitable contributions on the donor’s federal 
income tax return. 

GENERAL

David Moore
EDUCATION

Albert Pierce Foundation/
Solar Outreach

GNTO

Kurt Sandquist
DARK SKY

Angie Richman
Edward Isenberg

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
 a n d  R e t u r n i n g
 T A A S  M e m b e r s

Hamid Fakhrai
Hank Hogan

Edward Isenberg
David Moore

Kurt Sandquist
Jonathan Van Hoose

Michael Williams
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 ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
 Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa  505-277-1141 (W)  darksky@TAAS.org
 Education Outreach  Trish Logan     education_coord@TAAS.org 
 Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
 Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
 Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
 Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  TAASeditor@gmail.com
 Observatory Director  Mike Molitor  505-717-2601  gnto@TAAS.org
 Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
 Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-343-1186  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
 UNM Observatory Coordinator Daniel Zirzow  dzirzow at unm dot edu unm_coord@TAAS.org
 Volunteer Coordinator         
 Webmaster   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 4  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f

Steve Snider
President

president@TAAS.org

David Frizzell
Vice President / General Meeting Coordinator

 vp@TAAS.org 

Sigrid Monaghan
Secretary 

secretary@TAAS.org

Dan Clark
Treasurer

treasurer@TAAS.org
505-771-4346 (H)

Robert Anderson
Director / Membership Coordinator

membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Jim Fordice
Director/ Telescope Loan Coordinator 

telescope_loans@TAAS.org
505-343-1186

Bob Havlen
Director

505-856-3306

Trish Logan
Director/Education Outreach

education_coord@TAAS.org

Roger Kennedy
Director / Solar Outreach

 505-314-6273
rwkennedy45@gmail.com

Mike Molitor
Director / Observatory Director

gnto@TAAS.org
land: 505-717-2601, cell: 518-225-7077

Lynne Olson
Director / Events Coordinator / Public Relations

pr@TAAS.org
events_coord@TAAS.org

505-856-2537

Gordon Schaefering
Director

lordgordons@verizon.net
646-483-9603 (C)



MEMBERSHIP: You may request a 
membership application by sending e-mail 
to membership@TAAS.org or calling (505) 
254-TAAS (8227). Applications may also 
be downloaded from the Web site. Annual 
dues to The Albuquerque Astronomical 
Society are $30/year for a full membership 
and $15/year for a teacher, student (grades 
K-12), or military membership. Additional 
family members may join for $5/each 
(teacher, student and family memberships 
are not eligible to vote on society matters). 
New member information packets can be 
downloaded from the Web site or requested 
from the TAAS Membership Services 
Director at membership@TAAS.org You 
may send your dues by mail to our newsletter 
return address with your check written out to 
The Albuquerque Astronomical Society or 
give your check to the Treasurer at the next 
meeting.
 
MAGAZINES: Discount magazine 
subscriptions to Sky and Telescope and 
Astronomy as well as discounts on books 
from Sky Publishing Corporation are 
available when purchased by TAAS 
members through our society. Include any 
of the above magazine renewal mailers 
and subscription payments as part of your 
renewal check. Make checks out to TAAS 
(we will combine and send one check to the 
publisher). Warning: publishers take several 
months to process magazine subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS: 
Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and business card size 
advertisements for businesses related 
to astronomy must be submitted by the 
deadline shown on the Society calendar 
(generally the Friday near the new Moon) 
Rates for commercial ads (per issue) are 
$120 per page, $60 per half page, $30 per 
quarter page, $7 for business card size. The 
newsletter editor reserves the right to include 
and/or edit any article or advertisement.  
E-mail attachments in Microsoft Word 
or compatible word processor; one space 
between paragraphs is preferred.  ASCII 
and RTF are acceptable. One column is 
approximately 350 words. Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at TAASeditor@gmail.
com for more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

The editor’s e-mail address is TAASeditor@
gmail.com.

TAAS LIBRARY: Please contact the 
Librarian at librarian@TAAS.org or 
890-8122 to check out a book or make a 
contribution.

TAAS ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB:
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 
  The TAAS Web site includes:
 Online Sidereal Times
 Educational Outreach
 Programs: TAAS 200, Equipment Trader, 

Telescope Loaner Program,
 and more

 SIGs
 Members Guide
 Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs
  E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org
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The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

TAAS is honored to receive an

 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.          


