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Join us for an enjoyable evening which 
features not only our usual official re-
ports, but two—not one, but two—speak-
ers on diverse aspects of the recent trip to 
England by our TAAS delegation.

First, David Frizzell will give his impres-
sions from the European Astrofest 2016, 

TAAS General Meeting
Saturday, April 23, 7:00 P.M.

UNM Science and Math
 Learning Center

continued on page 5 . . .
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Observe—Educate—Have Fun

by Lynne Olson 

Jim Fordice, Director of the Society’s Gen-
eral Nathan Twining Observatory, will re-
veal all of the outstanding features of this 
observatory...the domes, the telescopes, 
the buildings and facilities, the superb 
dark-sky attraction of this site, the oppor-
tunity for camaraderie and sharing knowl-
edge...and how to go about visiting and 
using it. The observatory is for members 
and guests only, and you will learn how to 
be both!

This session is excellent for new members 
and old and the interested public.

Whether you are 
peering through 
the dome tele-
scope, your own 
telescope, or one 
of the observatory 
scopes, GNTO is 
an experience 
not to be missed, and this session will tell  
you how to do it with courtesy, efficiency , 
safety, and enjoyment.

Star Party,
Edgewood Library
Fri., April 15

Placitas Star Party
Sat., April 16

G e n e ra l  M e e t i n g  N e ws

                        Ly n n e  O l s o n    

TAAS Astronomy 101
Saturday, April 23, 6:00 p.m.

(before the General Meeting)
UNM Science and Math Learning Center 

Free and Open to the Public

All About the TAAS Observatory, GNTO
Jim Fordice, Observatory Director

Enjoy Dark Skies, Cookies,
 and Cider in Placitas
Saturday, April 16, Dusk To Late 

Placitas Community Library

by Lynne Olson

The Placitas Community Library and The 
Albuquerque Astronomical Society (TAAS) 
will co-host a public star party on the 
grounds of the library, located 4.5 miles east 
of I-25 from the Placitas exit at Bernalillo. 
This popular event has two big points to 
recommend it—the excellent dark-sky loca-
tion, aided by the venue’s use of red lights, 
and the hospitality of the library staff and 
its volunteers in providing parking and ci-
der and cookies!

A large number of TAAS telescopes of all 
sizes and types will be on hand to show all 

gnto imaging dome

Chaco Canyon
Star Party
Chaco Canyon N.H.P.
Fri., May 6–Sat. May 7

Transit of Mercury
Explora 8:30 a.m. and 
NMMNH&S 6:30 a.m.
Mon., May 9

http://www.taas.org
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a gathering of astronomers, amateur and 
professional in London near Kensington 
Palace, with lectures by famous sources 
on subjects dear to the hearts of astrono-
mers everywhere. He will discuss what 
was learned in the atmosphere of the 
great city of London. (You may access the 
list of speakers and topics in the article 
on www.TAAS.org.)

Next, Barry Spletzer will take us on the 
tour after Astrofest, as the delegation vis-
ited several sites steeped in astronomical 
history, including the Royal Observatory 
at Greenwich, William Herschel’s home, 
and Stonehenge. Beyond just showing 
where they traveled, he will add a good 
dose of why each site is important, what 
happened there, and how it impacted 
astronomy then and now.

Go to www.TAAS.org for full details with 
map and list; send questions to TAAS@
TAAS.org.

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e Tom Graham

The opportunities are almost endless 
when looking for things to do in TAAS. The 
spring season brings winds, but it also 
warms up a little and skies are clear most 
of the time. I ventured down to GNTO on a 
warmish Saturday and found clear skies, 
a big crowd, and excellent viewing…the 
best I personally have ever experienced. I 
brought out my 11-inch scope and things 
just clicked; I was as excited as a ten-year-
old winning a foot race. As I was looking at 
the Orion Nebula I could not believe how 
clear and defined it was and I wanted to 
share that view just as everybody else was 
getting their own outstanding observa-
tions. Finally, feeling pity for me, one of our 
fellow observers came over and said “Ok, 
let’s see what you have.” He then gave me 
a lesson on the Orion Nebula and showed 
me new things I never knew existed. Thank 
You!

The UNM observatory draws a good crowd, 
from students to the curious to the folks 
that just happen by. It is a nice experience 
to interact with people that just want to 
know a little more about the world we live 
in and what is beyond that world out in 
space. We have a loyal crew that is there 
every Friday representing our society and 

also having a great time and getting a lot of 
people to take the plunge and join up and 
start themselves on their own journey to 
astronomy. It is amazing to see how they 
get the crowd excited and answer ques-
tions. I am glad I went to see for myself 
how much fun it is.

I am not a fix-it guy. My dad was, my broth-
ers are, heck even my sister can fix stuff 
better than me. That is why I trekked over 
to the ATM group at Manzano Mesa last 
Wednesday to see what goes on over there. 
Twenty folks showed up and all left happy, 
especially Jack, who got his telescope up 
and running. I met a new member who is 
building a Gregorian Telescope. You will 
find some very friendly guys over there 
that long to fix stuff, give tips about your 
scope, or just shoot the breeze about as-
tronomy. It was my first time there but not 
my last!

Friday, rain and clouds did not deter our 
Fab 50 group from assembling and review-
ing the spring skies. Several new folks 
were there and we all had a lesson not only 
on the sky but also telescopes. The new 
folks loved it and the seasoned observers 
were pleased. 

I urge you to venture out, try a school star 
party, a public event, drive down to GNTO, 
spend the night (warmly), and enjoy the fa-
cility. If you have not been for awhile, take 
the trip down. You will be pleased. 
We have several opportunities coming up 
from Chaco Canyon, Oak Flat, North Star 
school party, the Mercury transit among 
just a few events to enjoy observing and 
sharing your experience. I am honored to 
be a part of TAAS.

taas fabulous 50

taas atm sig
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Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Jim Fordice

continued on page 6 . . . 

April 2 Third Quarter Moon Observing 
Session:
Jeff Boggs was the Opener on April 2. TAAS 
members were greeted with a great night. 
Clear skies, a light wind, and warmer 
temperatures replaced the colder wind 
and dust that had dominated days before. 
Thirty-two observers were in attendance, 
the largest crowd this year. Some had come 
down for training by Mike Molitor and 
Vance Ley including Boris Venet, Richard 
Hassi, and James and Nannette Carr work-
ing with Mike in the dome and Tom Liles, 
Marshall Gatten, and Sigrid Monaghan 
crowding into the imaging dome with 
Vance. Each one looked smarter later that 
night, thanks to these two very good in-
structors.

The rest of crowd found a pad and, when 
all those were occupied, other telescopes 
were set up along the west side of the 

observing field. Several people said it was 
their first time at GNTO.

Both longtime members and many new 
observers are learning how lucky TAAS is 
to have a wonderful dark-skies observing 
area. People had dark skies, coffee, and 
cookies. They mixed and mingled around 
getting to know each other. Many folks 
stayed late and five people stayed all night. 
The Ortega building had occupied bunks 
with new sleeping pads and Jeff set up a 
cot. Lynne Olson stayed in her nice van. 
Vance roughed it in the back of his pickup.

Those at GNTO besides those mentioned 
above were: Jim Fordice, Rick Thurmond, 
Phil and Sandy Fleming, Tom Graham, Mar-
tin Hilario, Jim Kaminski, Gwinn Hall, Ron 
Hospelhorn, Amy Estelle, Chaz and Hilary 
Jetty, Kevin McKeown. Bill Wallace, Alan 
Scott, Cristina Cordona (who drove down 
from Los Alamos), Viola Sanchez, Fernando 

Torres, Chuck and Phyllis Esserine, and 
John Wheeler. 

Citizen Science: 
Are you interested in doing some astro-
nomical science but have not been able to 
afford the equipment and/or lack other 
resources needed to support the effort? 
See the announcement in the January 
Sidereal Times on GNTO’s Citizen Science 
Initiative. 

Project proposals can be submitted at any 
time. Proposals should be sent to GNTO@
TAAS.org in a Word-compatible or pdf file. 
The goal is to support as many projects as 
practical. Proposals will be reviewed by 
the GNTO Committee within 30 days of 
submission.

Spend the Night at GNTO:
One of the realities of traveling to a dark-

isengard training
chaz jetty

martin hilario

bill wallace, phil fleming, jeff boggs christina cardona

lynne olson
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Rare Transit of Mercury
 Across the Sun May 9

by Dee Friesen

On Monday, May 9, Mercury will move across the face of the 
Sun. This last occurred in 2006. The transit of a planet across 
the Sun is a relatively rare occurrence. Each century there are 
approximately 13 Mercury transits. 

It will of course be a daytime event that for Albuquerque will 
be in progress at sunrise.  The midpoint of the transit is at 8:58 
a.m. Mercury begins to cross the edge of the Sun on its way out 
(called Internal Egress) at 12:38 p.m. The transit ends a few 
minutes later at 12:42 p.m.

Two special observing sessions are scheduled in Old Town.  
Beginning at 8:30 a.m., TAAS members are invited to set up 
telescopes in front of the Explora Science Center. The New 
Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science will begin 
observing at 6:30 a.m.  TAAS members are invited to bring 
telescopes to either location.

If you are not interested in the Old Town locations, consider 
going to your local coffee shop for viewing and maybe free 
coffee. 

The above diagram is provided by the generous cooperation of 
the Eclipseophile website produced by Jay Anderson and Jennifer 
West at 

http://eclipsophile.com/transit-of-mercury-2016/

Check the TAAS website for more details as they become 
available.

Diagram by Jay Anderson and Jennifer West

Chaco Culture
 National Historical 

Park and International 
Dark-Sky Park

Open to the Public

by Lynne Olson

This event is sponsored 
by The Albuquerque 
Astronomical Society in 
collaboration with Chaco 
Culture—a spectacular 
event which includes the 
stunning Anasazi sites, 

the use of the observatory on the grounds, camping under the 
stars, and riveting talks by Park Rangers and TAAS Members.

All of the information you will need to start making plans to at-
tend this great opportunity are on the links at the bottom of this 
article on the home page at www.taas.org  under “Read More”—
directions, camping reservations info, schedule of events, and a 
flyer to refer to as the dates approach.  Specific camping informa-
tion for TAAS members is included.  Members of the public will 
make reservations separately through the links provided.

Prepare in advance to take advantage of this very dark, unique site 
for observing  and seeing the Park Rangers and TAAS members in 
action!

The Owners for this offering are Viola Sanchez (vsanchez@usbr.
gov ) and Boris Venet (venetb@sprintmail.com ), if you have any 
questions not covered by the Web link information.  

Spectacular
Chaco Canyon
Star Party
May 6–7

Audience at Chaco Park night sky presentation

http://eclipsophile.com/transit-of-mercury-2016/
http://www.taas.org/longversion.php?id=7
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Enchanted Skies Set for October
by Judy Stanley 

this enchanted skies star Party scheduled for October 26-29 
in Magdalena is geared for the more serious observer and/or astro-
photographer. VIP tours of the nearby NRAO/Very Large Array and 
Magdalena Ridge Observatory are included with full registration.

Magdalena is a historic desert-mountain town in south-central New 
Mexico and a true gateway to the stars! Located at an elevation of 
6,785’ (2,068m), Magdalena is a genuine dark-sky site with regular 
sky background reading of 21.6–21.8 magnitudes per square arc-
second. This is arguably one 
of the darkest sites in the 
continental US, as well as 
one of the driest. 

Full registration is $50 per 
adult for attending any or all 
nights, which includes the 
VIP tours of the Very large 
Array and Magdalena Ridge 
Observatory. A one-night 
option is only available for 
Saturday October 29 with 
a registration fee of $15 
per adult.  For either type 
of registration, Children 17 
and under are free when 
accompanied by an adult 
ticket holder. 

Space is limited. Advance 
online registration is recom-
mended at www.enchanted-
skies.org. Dry camping and RV parking is available at the dark-sky 
site. Hotel discounts are available. Food is available at the dark-
sky site or you can dine in Magdalena. 

Daytime activities in Magdalena: 
• Visit the Trail’s End stockyard.
• Rock hound at Kelly Mine ghost town.
• Take a guided ATV tour of scenic environs.
• Visit local galleries and shops for handmade 

treasures, antiques, and rocks. 
• Attend lectures.
• See a cowboy shooting demonstration.
• Hike a mountain trail.

The Enchanted Skies event is hosted by the Magdalena Chamber 
of Commerce with sponsorship from the New Mexico Department 
of Tourism in collaboration with the Magdalena Astronomical Soci-
ety and the New Mexico Tech Astronomy Club. For further informa-
tion: 505-515-5780, esspnm@gmail.com.

Enchanted Skies Star Party, October 2015
Photo: Ed Juddo 
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the wonders of the New Mexico spring night sky, including the 
Moon, Jupiter, and many deep-sky objects, with members to de-
scribe those sights and add astronomy lore. This is a fine family 
event and all are welcome.

Please arrive before dark (sunset is at 7:30 p.m.) to park and get 
oriented, use red headlamps or red flashlights in the observing 
area to preserve night vision, and remember to bring jackets for 
the evening chill.

See the article on www.taas.org for more details. Please let the 
Owners (below) know if you will be bringing a telescope.
Phil and Sandy Fleming will be the Owners of this event. You may 
contact Sandy at skfbird3@hotmail.com or TAAS@TAAS.org with 
questions, or call 867-3355 (library).

by Lynne Olson

It’s that time of year again, when we look forward to the dark 
skies of Oak Flat, the many TAAS telescopes ringing the observing 
field, and thank the Tijeras Ranger Station for their generosity in 
donating this area monthly. The Oak Flat Star Parties are a high-
light of the summer season, and we anticipate clear skies and just 
enough rain in between to keep the area out of fire danger!

To get there go nine miles south of Tijeras on #337 to the Oak Flat 
exit on the left; one mile more to the Oak Flat Picnic Grounds, turn 
left  and follow the signs.

We will have both the Juniper and Yucca areas available for park-
ing ( rest rooms are at Yucca only). There will be signs at the en-
trance to Oak Flat Picnic Grounds indicating directions for parking 
and for telescope owners to access the field.

This information will be updated at www.taas.org with a map and 
more information as we approach May 14, and we look forward to 
another season as spectacular as the one in 2015, observing with 
the public and showing them the wonders of New Mexico skies.

The dates for this year are May 14, June 11, July 23, August 27, 
and September 10.

First of the
Season

Oak Flat
Public Star Party 
Saturday, May 14
Oak Flat
Picnic Grounds 

milky wAy OvEr OAk flAT
Photo: dale murray

http://www.enchantedskies.org
http://www.enchantedskies.org
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sky site like GNTO is that you need to drive 
home. One way to make your drive home 
safer is to sleep at the site and depart after 
sunrise. The GNTO Committee has been 
working to make spending the night at 
GNTO easier and more comfortable. We re-
cently acquired self-inflating sleeping pads 
for the four bunks in the Ortega Building. 
If you want to use one of the bunks just tell 
the Opener. Some members have also been 
using their car, truck, or RV to sleep on-
site. We encourage this practice and hope 
you will consider spending the night and 
making your travel home a bit safer. 

 . . . U n d e r  t h e  D o m e
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

Upcoming Events: 
• April 30: Third Quarter Moon 

Observing

• May 7: New Moon Observing

• May 28: Third Quarter Moon 
Observing

• June 4: New Moon Observing

Don’t forget that the GNTO Observing 
Field is available for use by TAAS mem-
bers anytime. Check the TAAS website for 
the procedure to follow. Contact me if you 
have any questions.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last-minute changes and up-
dates. GNTO events are open to all TAAS 
members and their guests.   

tom graham

sigrid monaghan

ron hospelhorn

What’s New?

Remember to notify TAAS when 
your mailing address,
e-mail address,
phone numbers, etc.,
change. 

Updates can be sent to Doug 
LeGrand, treasurer@TAAS.
org, or to Bob Anderson, 
membership@TAAS.org.

gnto, photo: hooman heydayati

GNTO Director: GNTO@TAAS.org or 505-
803-3640.
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NGC2264 contains the Christmas Tree cluster, the Cone nebula, the 
Fox Fur nebula, and the Snowflake nebula. The Christmas Tree can be visualized by 
looking at the very bright star in the center of the image. This star forms the “trunk” of 
the tree. The rest of the tree points toward the lower left, with the cone nebula at the 
top of the tree.

Just below the bright center star is the Snowflake nebula and just to its right is 
the Fox Fur nebula.  This large and complex region is approximately 2,700 light-years 
away in the direction of the constellation Monoceros, captured on January 13, 2015, at 
GNTO.

 Twenty-three 10-minute sub-frames were made with an SBIG 4000XCM 
camera mounted on an AT65 apo refractor at f/6.5 and 420 mm focal length. The 
mount was a Losmandy G11. Alignment and stacking were done with Deep Sky 
Stacker and final processing was done with Photoshop CS2.

—Vance Ley



The Sidereal Times April 2016

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 8

Amateur Telescope Making & Maintenance 
Attendance Growing

by Lynne Olson

Regular TAAS hosts Mike Pendley, Ray Collins, and Jim Seargeant are on 
hand twice a month to welcome members and visitors to sessions of the 
Amateur Telescope Making and Maintenance Special Interest Group (ATM 
SIG) at Manzano Mesa Multi-Generational Center and are pleased to see 
the attendance increasing recently. A diverse crowd with different goals, 
comprised of members old and new,  some with scopes to be adjusted, 
most wanting to discuss aspects of building, and guests from the public 
needing guidance with their telescopes or perhaps looking at buying one.

At the most recent session, there was a happy crowd of twenty—the work 
with scopes and the conversation and exchange of information went on 
for the full two hours. Several brought members of their families, at least 
five were very new members, and all received assistance and advice from 
the ATM team.

This SIG is expanding, is very vi-
brant, and will be giving more pre-
sentations in the future by mem-
bers who have built telescopes 
(like the recent one by Alan Scott) 
of amazing diversity and inspira-
tion to new builders. The next ses-
sion will be on April 20, featuring 
Jim Lawrence and his binocular 
telescope—and, of course, the 
usual help to all. A big thank-you 
to the ATM team!

Group discussing Alan Scott’s telescope

Fernando, Jim, and visitors

Fernando Torres and visitors

Sarah, Geoff, and Mike

Ray Collinsand visitors
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by WP Fleming

When clear skies Prevail with Jupiter within grasp of my 
telescope, I relish the opportunity to show the big giant holding 
fast its bright orbiting pearls. Public star parties afford me the 
privilege of enjoying the marvel of those who bear witness the 
first time. Following my quest to see a Jovian moon shadow 
prompted me to venture into the pages of history. Specifically, 
I wanted to know if Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) ever showed at 
a star party and to what extent, if any, he observed planetary 
detail.

King George III (1728 -1820) of the United Kingdom is often 
cited as the originator of star parties. He even had his ser-
vants hang paper lanterns marked with drawings in trees when 
clouds obscured the real stars so that he and his guests could 
have something in the night to view by telescope. That particu-
lar claim of fame for the King, however, is misplaced. The true 
optical-era star party stretches back to Galileo.

Prince Frederick Cesi, in April of 1610, invited Galileo to a ban-
quet given in his honor. The viewing that followed was appar-

Galileo’s Star Parties
ently a success as detailed by H. Sirturi who in 1618 authored a 
book on the telescope. He wrote that guests arrived before sun-
set and viewed writing over a doorway about a mile away, “…(I) 
read the inscription to my heart’s content. Then at nightfall, after 
dinner, we observed Jupiter and the motions of its companion 
bodies.” Galileo dismantled the telescope so that guests could 
observe the lenses. 

Another Galilean star party is bleakly inscribed in history. That 
occasion similarly featured “a sumptuous and delicate feast” 
at the home of a rival, Professor Giovanni Antonio Magini on 
April 24-25, 1610. Festivity and dining notwithstanding, the 
party was a spectacular bust and ignited malice. Martin Horky, 
a mathematician, physician, and student of astrology was pres-
ent. Both he and Magini doubted the existence of the moons of 
Jupiter asserting instead that they were just an optical illusion. 
On April 27, Horky wrote to the distinguished mathematician 
and astronomer Johannes Kepler: “I never slept the day and 
night of April 24 and 25, as I was testing Galileo’s instrument in 
thousands and thousands of ways, both on land and in the sky. 
On land it does wondrous things, but it is deceptive in the sky 
as it shows the fixed stars as if they were double.” Magini con-
firmed in his communication to Kepler that the telescope was a 
debacle: “I find it hard to believe that Galileo will emerge victori-
ous in this. On April 24 and 25 he stayed at my house with his 
telescope, as he wanted to show us Jupiter’s new satellites. He 
was unable to do so. More than twenty of the most educated 
men were there, yet none of them could see the new planets 
distinctly.”

At his own initiative Horky printed the pamphlet Brevissima Per-
egrinatio Pontra Nuncium Sidereum in which he put forth weak 
arguments in denial of Galileo’s discoveries. He wrote that the 
spots near Jupiter were fabricated simply because of Galileo’s 
lust for money. When his short publication floundered for lack 
of support in Italy, he looked abroad to Kepler in Prague who 
answered in scathing terms and promptly axed their friendship. 
Horky’s hatchet throw boomeranged, but his memory lingers on 
prominently in infamy mainly for his opposition to Galileo. 

Galileo did indeed observe and record the positions of the 
Jovian moons on the two nights of the contentious star party. 
He was never able to see Jupiter’s bands or a Jovian moon 
shadow due to the optical limits of his telescopes; but that, dear 
reader, is subject for a future day. 

galileo shoWs the doge of venice
 hoW to use his scoPe

Fresco by Giuseppe Bertini
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M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s Robert Shipley

TAAS Board of Directors Minutes
March 24, 2016

Meeting called to order: 6:30 p.m 

Attended: Bob Anderson, Trish Logan, Lynne Olson, Jim 
Fordice, Sigrid Monaghan, Doug LeGrand, John Miller, Bob 
Shipley. Absent: Bob Havlen, Tom Graham, Viola Sanchez, and 
Gordon Pegue 

Approval of Minutes Motion to approve, 2nd, approved 

Old Business: Online membership dues will be paid effective 
March 14, 2016, using PayPal or a credit card. We have two 
Wells Fargo debit cards (each charging a fee); one each for 
Doug and Tom. Can we eliminate one card? Doug discuss 
with Tom. Motion: I resolve that resolution M-3 Complementary 
Memberships be eliminated from the By-laws. 2nd, voted, 
approved. Follow-up: Tom Graham will be responsible for 
removal of the resolution from the By-laws. 

Magazine subscriptions have been eliminated as a part of 
membership and are no longer on the membership application. 
Who should retain the current insurance policies? The BoD 
recommends that Tom keep the insurance policies. Doug 
agrees to archive 501(c)(3) documents. 

New Business: GNTO inventory has been received by the 
BoD. International Dark-Sky Association New Mexico Chapter 
membership: Application has been completed and sent to the 
IDA. Dark Sky funds still held in TAAS bank account. 

Committee Reports 
Education: Report received. August date for school 

star party TBD. Tom received a good report from APS 
superintendent about TAAS events. Trish regularly sends 
detailed info for all presenters before each outreach event. 

SAO: Nothing resolved for solar observing without Roger 
Kennedy’s input. 

Finance: Did Tom cancel Traveler’s Insurance renewal 
policy ($878.00)? How long should old records be kept? 
Doug says three years is sufficient. 

GNTO: Report has been received by BoD. Regular 
coffee service now available at the site. 

Membership: 13 new members this month, 391 total 
members including comps and family members. Automatic 
e-mail notices for periodic reminders before dues and 
automatic notices for overdue membership deadline will 
now be sent. Virtually all TAAS activities will be handled 
online via the TAAS web site. 

How will we accommodate members (and potential 
members) that do not use the Internet or e-mail? Bob 
Anderson will process them manually. 

It was requested that Anderson provide a monthly 
membership report to the BoD [before the monthly 
meeting]. Anderson agreed that he will submit the report. 

Publicity/Events: Report received by BoD. A scheduled 
TAAS event will never be cancelled; map to the event is 
always on the TAAS site. Lynne will reply to J.K. about his 
concerned comments to the Board. 

Current Events: Report was received by BoD. No 
additional comments. Barry Spletzer has a new brochure 
draft for BoD review. A digital copy will be sent to BoD for 
our review. 

Adjourn: Motion to adjourn, approved. 8:13 p.m. 

Educational Outreach Report March 23, 2016 

The Educational Outreach Team conducted a successful star party 
at Albuquerque Christian School on April 22, 2016. Approximately 
150 students/parents attended. 

•  An additional planetarium only party will be held at 
Reginald Chavez ES on April 27, 2016, from 5-7 pm. 

•    An additional star party will be held at Manzano Mountain 
Retreat on June2for Camp Enchantment, which is a camp 
for children who either have or have had cancer. The 
planetarium will be set up for 4 shows from 3-5, and 
telescopes will be set up from 7-10. Roger’s team will 
support with solar astronomy. All details will be worked 
out before requests for volunteers will be advertised. 

The school year 2016-2017 is completely booked for star parties. A 
calendar of dates and contact information will be sent to Lynne for 
the web page. There were more schools than available dates, but 
I promised firm dates for 2017-2018 for the schools who missed 
this opportunity. 

Trish Logan 
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SOLAR ASTRONOMY OUTREACH REPORT March 2016 

Outreach: 

3 Events in March with 565 adults and children 
8 events YTD with 2093 visitors YTD 18 TAAS 
Sponsored/Supported events scheduled for 2016 

Upcoming events: TAAS Sponsored (cohosted with NMMNH&S 
per MOU) Lunar Monday 11 Apr, 16 May, 13 Jun, 11 Jul, 15 
Aug, 12 Sept, 10 Oct, 7 Nov, 5 Dec International SUNday at 
NMMNH&S 26 Jun 10-2pm TAAS Supported (volunteers) 
Mercury Transit at NMMNH&S and elsewhere TBA 9 May 
6:30am-noon 

GNTO Report for the Board of Directors 
Meeting (24 Mar 2016)

General 
• Purchased self-inflating pads for the Ortega Building 

bunks. This is the beginning of an effort to improve 
the ability for observers to obtain some sleep before 
returning home. 

• Establishing a coffee service for all events. 

EquipmentStatus 
• Two weather system temperature sensors have 

stopped reporting. Need to investigate. 

ProjectsUnderway 
• Installation of Security Alarm System is in progress. 
• Upgrade of CO detectors isinprogress. 
• Citizen Science Program: Waiting for proposals. 
• The documentation update effort is in progress. 

Emergency and Safety procedures have been reviewed. 
Final formatting is in progress. 

• Gasoline & Propane Storage Cabinet: A used cabinet has 
been located that can be modified and painted to suit our 
needs. 

• Pelegrino Telescope Tube Display: The basic design has 
been approved. 

Upcoming Projects 
• Road & Observing Field Maintenance 
• Emergency Flashing Lights 
• Weather Station Mast 
• Website Update 
• Battery Capacity Upgrade 

Financial Status 
• All requested reimbursements have been received. 

NextEvents 
• 2 April: 3

rd 

Quarter Moon Observing 
• 9 April: New Moon Observing – TAAS 200 Scavenger 

Hunt and Messier Marathon 
• 30 April: 3

rd 

Quarter Moon Observing & GNTO Committee 
Meeting 

TAAS General Meeting
Saturday, March 26, 7:00 P.M.

UNM Science and Math Learning Center

TAAS Visits Astronomical England
David Frizzell and Barry Spletzer

TAAS General Meeting

6:00 P.M. AstronoMy 101
All About the tAAs observAtory, gnto
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TAAS	SPECIAL	EVENTS	AND	PUBLICITY	
TAAS	EVENTS	-	FEBRUARY,	MARCH	AND	APRIL	2016	

Spring	is	coming--and	a	lot	of	observing	and	star	parties!			

Feb	20	 Sa	 Astronomy	101	-	6:00pm	-	NM	Natural	History	Planetarium-	"Mars	Opposition"	
	 	 TAAS	General	Meeting	-	7:00pm	-	NM	Natural	History	Planetarium	-	Dr.	Tom	Prettyman		"Ceres	in	Focus"	
Feb		23	Tu	 School	Star	Party	-	El	Dorado	HS	-	6-8pm	
Feb	27	 Sa	 GNTO	-	3rd	Qtr	Moon	Observing	

Mar	02	W	 Amateur	Telescope	Making	and	Maintenance	
Mar	03	 Th	 GNTO	-	First	Night	of	Messier	Marathon	
Mar	04	 F	 GNTO	-	Second	Night	of	Messier	Marathon	
Mar	05	 Sa	 GNTO	-	Third	Night	of	Messier	Marathon	
Mar	06	 Su	 GNTO	-	Breakfast	following	Messier	Marathon	
Mar	11	 F	 Sidereal	Times	Deadline	
Mar	12	 Sa	 Open	Space	Visitor	Center	Public	Star	Party	
Mar	13	 Su	 Daylight	Saving	Time	Starts	
Mar	14	M	 Lunar	Monday	-	Continuation	of	Free	Series	at	NMMNH&S	
Mar	17	 Th	 GNTO	Committee	Meeting	
Mar	18	 F	 Explora	Adult	Night	
Mar	19	 Sa	 Bachechi	Open	Space	Star	Party	
Mar	19	 Sa	 Vernal	Equinox	
Mar	22	 Tu	 School	Star	Party	-	Albuquerque	Christian	School	-	6-8pm	
Mar	24	 Th	 Board	of	Directors	Meeting	
Mar	26	 Sa	 TAAS	General	Meeting	-	7:00pm	-	SMLC,	UNM	Campus	-	Dale	Ouimette,	"Gravitational	Waves"	
	 	 Astronomy	101	-	TBA	
Apr	02	 Sa	 GNTO	-	3rd	Qtr	Moon	Observing	
Apr	06	 W	 Amateur	Telescope	Making	and	Maintenance	
Apr	08	 F	 Sidereal	Times	Deadline			
Apr	09	 Sa	 GNTO	-	New	Moon	Observing	
Apr	11	 M	 Lunar	Monday	-	Continuation	of	Free	Series	at	NMMNH&S	
Apr	16	 Sa	 Placitas	Star	Party	-	Flemings/Owner	
Apr	19	 Tu	 School	Star	Party	-	North	Star	ES	-	7-9pm	
Apr	20	 W	 Amateur	Telescope	Making	and	Maintenance	
Apr	21	 Th	 Board	of	Directors	Meeting	
Apr	23	 Sa	 General	Meeting-TBA	
	 	 Astronomy	101-TBA	
Apr	30	 Sa	 GNTO	-	3rd	Qtr	Observing	

TAAS	SPECIAL	EVENTS	AND	PUBLICITY	REPORT	
It	is	an	understatement	to	say	that	our	calendar	of	events	is	filling	up	for	the	coming	three		months.		March	will	be	a	very	
busy	month	with	items	divided	between	these	main	areas:	

.			Educational	Outreach	(three	school	star	parties)	

.			GNTO	(New	Moon	and	3rd	Quarter	observing	each	month,	plus	a	three	day	Messier	Marathon	and	Breakfast	and	
									GNTO	Committee	Meeting)	

continued on page 13 . . . 
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Sharpless Image in Hydrogen Alpha by John Laning

Sharpless Sh2-261 is an emission 
nebula in Orion near Nu Ori.  Distance about 
7,000 light-years about 30’ in size. An O7 V very 
hot star gives off ultra violet light and ionizes the 
gas cloud.

Equipment: ES ED127CF f/5.25 (with ES 
.7X reducer), iOptron CEM60 mount, SBIG 
ST8300M and FW5 CCD camera, guided with 
SBIG SG-4 on a AT72ED f/6.

Software: CCDSoft V5.210, CCDStack V2, 
ImagesPlus V5.75a, Photoshop Elements V9, 
and Astronomy Tools (False Color).

Location: 3 miles north of Oak Flat on my 
backyard patio.

Date: March 17, 2016.

Exposure: Hydrogen Alpha 24 x 5 minutes for a 
total of 2 hours.

In 1959, U.S. astronomer Stewart Sharpless published A Catalogue of  of HII Regions— The Sharpless Catalog.
For additional images of Sharpless objects in Hα, see the February and March issues of this newsletter.

.			Public	Star	Parties	(three	in	two	months)	

.			General	Meetings	and	Astronomy	101's	every	month	

In	addition,	there	are	recurring	events	such	as	the	ATM,	Sidereal	Times	Deadlines,	Lunar	Mondays,	UNM	Observatory	
Friday	Nights,	Explora	Adult	Night,	and	Board	of		Directors	Meetings.		I	would	say	we	are	a	very	active	club...	

I	am	looking	for	Owner/Liaisons	for	the	following	events--I	will	provide	the	contacts	and	details,	all	leads	
are	appreciated:	
.		March	12	-Open	Space	Visitor	Center	Star	Party	
.		March	19	-	Bachechi	Open	Space	Star	Party	
.		April	16	-	Placitas	Star	Party	(the	Flemings	have	offered	to	head	this	one)	
.		May	11	or	18	(TBA)	La	Vida	Llena	Star	Party	
.		UNM	Friday	Nights	-	A	continuing	liaison	during	the	spring	and	fall	semesters	
.		Oak	Flat	Openers/Closers	for	the	summer	series	of	star	parties-May/June/July/August/September	(different	for		
			each	one)	
.		May	7	-	Chaco	Canyon	Star	Party	

Don't	be	too	overwhelmed	by	the	number	of	events--remember	that	they	all	happen	one	by	one,	and	we	have	a	terrific	
number	of	new	and	energetic	members	with	talent	and	great	telescopes!		

Lynne	Olson	
Special	Events	and	Publicity	

. . . continued from page 12
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact treasurer@TAAS.org

P.O. Box 50581
 Albuquerque, NM 87181

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
 The deadline for the next issue of The Sidereal 
Times is Friday, May 6. The newsletter editor’s 
e-mail address is

editor@TAAS.org 
Text: E-mail text as an attachment, 

preferably in Microsoft Word or compatible 
format. 

Photos: Caption and credit needed. Attach 
photos or graphics in separate graphics files. 
Photos or graphics in Word files are no longer 
acceptable.

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
M a r c h  2 0 1 6
Membership Current   
 Month 
Educator 9  
Student 9  
Honorary 7  
Total Members 340  

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d 
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships are registered 
immediately if you pay online. If you 
pay by check, your membership is reg-
istered when your check is received by 
the treasurer.  

Renewal notices will be sent out via 
e-mail beginning 60 days before your 
membership expires. If your member-
ship is renewed before it expires or with 
in 90 days after it expires, your new ex-
piration date will be advanced one year 
from the previous expiration date and 
your membership will be continuous.

  If dues payment is received more 
than 90 days after the expiration date, 
you will be reinstated as a member with 
an expiration date set as one year from 
the receipt of payment.

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 501(c)
(3) organization. Donations are deductible as 
charitable contributions on the donor’s federal 
income tax return. 

Evenbrite

Peter Eschman

Edward Isenberg

Angie Richman

David Sanchez

Wanda Yazzi

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
o r  R e t u r n i n g

T A A S  M e m b e r s
James Bartz
Alan Blair

Cristina Cardona
Molly Crosby

Vonceil Daniels
Chuck Esserine

Ross Falcon
Emerson Grey
Martin Hilario

Vishal Kholwadwala
Aaron Lovato

Thomas Marker
Amy Mathis
Eric Moomey

Joseph Pedroncelli
Justin Pichardo
Fabiah Sabin
Gary Shoup
Allan Taylor

Wanda Yazzie

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N   107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚   -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Jim Fordice, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information, e-mail GNTO@TAAS.org. 

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s



The Sidereal Times April 2016

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 16

 ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
 Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa  505-269-8717(W)  darksky@TAAS.org
 Education Outreach  Trish Logan     education_coord@TAAS.org 
 Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
 Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
 Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
 Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@TAAS.org
 Observatory Director  Jim Fordice  505-803-3640  gnto@TAAS.org
 Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
 Scout Coordinator   Chaz Jetty  505-350-7949  scout_coordinator@TAAS.org
Solar Outreach Coordinator  Roger Kennedy  505-314-6273  rwkennedy45@gmail.com
 Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-803-3640  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
 UNM Observatory Coordinator Fernando Torres     unm_coord@TAAS.org
 Volunteer Coordinator         
 Webmaster   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

Tom Graham, President
president@TAAS.org

Lynne oLson, Vice President
vp@TAAS.org

Events Coordinator, events_coord@TAAS.org
Public Relations, pr@TAAS.org
505-856-2537

BoB shipLey, Secretary 
secretary@TAAS.org

bobship10@gmail.com
505-872-8366

DouG LeGranD, Treasurer
treasurer@TAAS.org

505-559-0252

roBerT anDerson, Director
Membership Coordinator
membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

Jim ForDice, Director
Observatory Director, gnto@TAAS.org
Telescope Loan Coordinator,
telescope_loans@TAAS.org 
505-803-3640

BoB havLen, Director
505-856-3306

Trish LoGan, Director
Education Outreach
education_coord@TAAS.org

John miLLer, Director
jmiller72@comcast.net
505-821-0234

siGriD monaGhan, Director

GorDon peGue, Director
gpegue at comcast dot net
505-332-2523

vioLa sanchez, Director  
vsanchez@usbr.gov
505-270-3046

2 0 1 6  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f



TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.          

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD” AWARD 2011

from Astronomy Magazine
 for Astronomy Outreach Programs

MEMBERSHIP: You can join TAAS or 
renew your membership online. Just go 
to www.taas.org and select “Join Us!” 
or “Renew Your Membership” from the 
main menu on the left side. Annual dues 
are $30 for a regular membership, $15 
for educators and active military, and $5 
for students. Only regular members are 
eligible to vote in society matters. Our 
new member information packet can be 
viewed or downloaded from the same 
location on the website. You can pay your 
dues on line through PayPal, by Visa, 
MasterCard, or American Express. To pay 
by check, mail your check to TAAS, P.O. 
Box 50581, Albuquerque, NM 87181-
0581 or give it to the treasurer at one of 
our meetings. 

MAGAZINES: TAAS no longer offers  
magazine subscriptions.

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS: Articles, 
personal astronomical classified adver-
tisements and advertisements for busi-
nesses related to astronomy must be 
submitted by the deadline shown on the 
Society calendar (generally the Friday 
near the new Moon). Rates for commer-
cial ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 for 
business card size. The newsletter editor 
reserves the right to include and/or edit 
any article or advertisement.  E-mail at-
tachments in Microsoft Word or compat-
ible word processor format; ASCII and 
RTF are acceptable. One space between 
paragraphs is preferred. One column is 
approximately 350 words. Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@TAAS.org for 
more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS Web site, 
www.TAAS.org.

Send submissions or correspondence to  
editor@TAAS.org.

TAAS ONLINE
TAAS Web site: http://www.TAAS.org 

The TAAS Web site includes:

• Programs
• TAAS 200 
• TAAS Fabulous Fifty
•  Educational Outreach: School Star 

Parties, Solar Astronomy Outreach
• Equipment Trader 
•   Telescope Loaner Program
• Telescope Making and Maintenance 
and more

•  Online Sidereal Times
• Calendar of TAAS Events
• Members’ Guide
• Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs

E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org

Members’ Google Group:
TAAS_talk@googlegroups.com

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

www.taas.org
http://

