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How to Design and 
Build a 12" Travel 

Telescope

David Frizzell: 

Saturn!
TAAS Astronomy 101

Saturday, July 8, 6:00 p.m. 
Science and Math Learning Center,

UNM Campus
Our continuing series for beginners on the 

basics of astronomy 
Free and open to the public

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g   N e w s Lynne Olson

Following a short monthly meet-
ing of the Society, our featured 
speaker will describe in detail 
how he created a large telescope 
that can be transported in checked 
luggage on an airplane and that 
weighs in at or under 44 pounds—
a very challenging, but ultimately 
successful, project.

Public Star Party
Oak Flat Picnic Area
Sat., July 15

Public Star Party
Oak Flat Picnic Area
Sat., July 15

continued on page 2 . . .

Featured Speaker: Alan Scott

 TAAS General Meeting
Saturday, July 8, 7:00 p.m. 

Science and Math Learning Center, 
UNM Campus

As part of our continuing series 
for beginners, David Frizzell will 
present this fascinating planet to 
our audience.

The best “eye candy” in amateur telescopes, 
Saturn rewards observation with different 
views of its rings and multi-colored clouds.  
In pre-telescope days, Saturn was one of the 
five known “wanderers” (planetoi in Greek, 
hence our word planets).  In July, 1610, Gali-
leo pointed his telescope  toward Saturn 

General Meeting 
UNM Science and Math 
Learning Center 
Sat., July 8, 7:00 p.m.
Astronomy 101 at 6:00 p.m

Oak Flat Public Star Party
Saturday, July 15

Oak Flat Picnic Grounds, South of Tijeras

by Lynne Olson

The third event in our annual sum-
mer series of Oak Flat Public Star Par-
ties will be held on Saturday, July 15, 
at the Yucca and Juniper areas of the 
Oak Flat Picnic Grounds. 

Numerous TAAS telescopes of all types and 
sizes will ring the observing field in this dark-
sky location generously provided to our So-
ciety for many years to show the wonders of 
our New Mexico skies to the visiting public.

Milky Way and green laser pointer beam over 
Oak Flat. photo by dale murray (detail)

Deep Space Trill

I N S I D E

TAAS Fabulous 50
Summer Viewing Session
All Saints of North America 
Orthodox Church
Fri., July 14
8:00 p.m.
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Observe – Educate – Have Fun

This lecture will describe the process 
of creating an ultra-light, ultra-compact 
telescope, the “Deep Space Trill.”  This 
includes setting goals, creating designs, 
and building the telescope. Design trade-
offs will be discussed.  Alan will finish by 
setting up the 12" telescope from parts 
stored in a medium-size suitcase. This 
telescope was taken to Australia’s OzSky 
Star Party and used there for a week. 
Alan will answer questions from the audi-
ence—and, of course, display this impres-
sive accomplishment!

Alan Scott says: 
“I have been building telescopes since 
2004 and studied under TAAS’s Jim Law-
rence.  This is the fourth telescope I have 
built, with little hope of it being my last.  I 
started observing stars late in life, buying 
a ridiculously heavy Meade 10” in 2000.  
Since then, I have attended a dozen Okie-
Tex Star Parties, three Texas Star Parties, 
and OzSky twice.  My two favorite observ-
ing sites are the White Ridge parking 
lot by San Ysidro, and GNTO.”
  

Alan currently works at Sandia National 
Laboratories.

See www.taas.org for article and map.

. . . G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  N e w s
 c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

Milky Way above Oak Flat.
photo by martin hilario (detail)

and thought  he was observing a planet 
with large moons bracketing the disc. In 
1659, Dutch astronomer Huygens discov-
ered that the shapes were actually rings.

We now know that Saturn is the second 
largest planet in our solar system, is 
mostly gas, has at least 62 moons, takes 
about 29 Earth years to complete one or-
bit around the sun, its day is only 11 hrs 
long and it’s about 1.4 billion kilometers 
from the Sun. Frizzell will discuss the 
composition of the rings, the hexagonal-
shaped north pole, “whistles” and Sat-
urn’s moons.

Oh, and it is just simply beautiful  to ob-
serve in any size telescope!

Go to www.taas.org for the article and 
map.

The gates to the parking areas (restrooms 
are at Yucca only) will open at 6:00 p.m., so 
that guests can have time to picnic and enjoy 
the area and get to know the astronomers 
and their telescopes as they set up, before 
darkness slowly moves in and observing be-
gins. Sunset is at approximately 8:20 p.m.

This event is free and open to the public and 
families are welcome! Bring jackets for any 
evening chill and water as needed, along 
with red-light headlamps or flashlights to 
preserve night vision. 

(TAAS members with telescopes can use the 
access road to the observing field, just to the 
right of the entrance)

Dates for series events remaining are July 15, 
August 12, and September 9. See www.taas.
org for full article and map.

 . . . O a k  F l a t  S t a r  P a r t y
     c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

 . . . A s t r o n o m y  1 0 1 
    c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1

Telescope Loan Program Update
by Jim Fordice

• Canon EOS Rebel T4i Camera Body (modi-
fied for astrophotography)

• Dell Inspiron 17 5000 Laptop
• Bahtinov Mask
• Software: Nebulosity, PHD2, EOS Utility, 

iOptron Commander, etc.

Description:
This package provides all the equipment you 
need for astrophotography. Guides and manu-
als are provided to setup and understand the 
equipment and software. Before borrowing this 
package, you must have a basic understand-
ing of how to obtain and process images. An 
excellent starting point is to obtain training on 
the GNTO imaging system. 

As of:  6/23/17

Loan Program Statistics
 # of Scopes # on Loan # Available % on Loan
 41 36 5 88%
 
Type: Reflectors Refractors Catadioptrics

 22 7 12
 

Size: Large (>8") Medium (5"-8") Small (<5")
 12 16 13
 

Tracking: Manual Push-To Go-To Tracking
 26 4 7 11

The AsTrophoTogrAphy pAckAge 
has been completed and is ready to 
be loaned. Because it will take some 
time to learn and use, this package will 
be offered as a two-month loan.

Items included in the package:
• Explore Scientific ED102CF Apochromatic 

Triplet Refractor
• iOptron CEM25 Mount with 2” Tripod and 

Hard Case
• Orion Short Tube 80mm Refractor
• Orion StarShoot AutoGuider with 1.25” 

Extension Tube

www.taas.org
www.taas.org
www.taas.org
www.taas.org
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Bill worked with Isengard video. John was 
determined to find a few more items on his 
Herschel 400 list. Sigrid used the 16” Dob-
sonian to observe clusters.

Rusty the Rattlesnake (found by Kurt 
curled up on the path to the outhouse) 
was kindly escorted from the premises to 
a location more suitable for undisturbed 
gazing. 

Many pictures were taken of the sunset. 
The winds settled down after sunset and 
the sky was clear and transparent. Later in 
the evening some very high clouds made 
seeing poor for a couple of hours. At 2:00 

Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Jim Fordice

von, martin, and edgar

May 27 New Moon Observing:
Mike Fuge was opener on  May 27. He 
reported that the field was rather full as 
there were 17 people in attendance. Tom 
Grzybowski, Bill Wallace, Kurt Sundquist, 
Dave and Maya Walz-Burkett, Sigrid 
Monaghan, Larry Rustmeyer (Sigrid’s 
guest), John Wheeler, Alan Scott, Steve 
Welch, Pete Eschman, Will Ferrell, Viola 
Sanchez, Jody Forster, Eric Dose, and Spe-
cial Guest Rusty the Rattlesnake Jr.

Maya (5th grade) was working on her 
Messier list. Kurt was looking for Vesta 
and into the Virgo clusters. Pete, Steve, and 

GNTO 25th Anniversary Cake

a.m. the temperature was at 50° F and ev-
eryone had had their fill of star searching. 
Mike closed the site at 2:30 a.m. 

June 16 Special Observing Session:
Jim Lawrence opened the observing field 
on June 16. Joining him were Bob Shipley, 
Tom Liles, and Fernando Torres. They took 
advantage of some very good observing 
conditions.

June 17 3rd Quarter Moon Observing:
Bill Wallace was the opener on June 17. 
Several GNTO Committee members were 
already on site preparing for the 25th An-
niversary Picnic. The weather was hot but 
the skies were clear. In attendance were 
Jeff Boggs, Pete Eschman, Boris Venet, Jim 
Kaminski, Melissa Kirk, Kevin McKeown, 
Mike and Debbie Salazar, Tom Liles, Dale 
Murray, Viola Sanchez, Mike and June 
Romero (Viola’s cousins), and I. We all 
enjoyed good viewing conditions in warm 
weather with little or no wind. Two ob-
servers spent the night and departed in the 
morning.

25th Anniversary Picnic (June 24):
Jeff Boggs was the opener for the Anniver-
sary Picnic. Special thanks to Paula Boggs 
for helping and organizing the food. 

About 65 people attended the picnic. Dave 
Finley gave us a very nice talk about his 
experiences from 1987 to 1992 that led to 

continued on page 4 . . .
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TAAS Fab 50 Continues 
Friday, July 14                                              

by Dee Friesen

The summer observing session of 
the Fabulous 50, the very popular 
TAAS program for beginners to as-
tronomy, will occur on Friday, July 
14, led by Dee Friesen. Due to the late 
sunset, this session begins at 8:00 p.m.
The location is All Saints of North America 
Orthodox Church at 10440 Fourth Street NW, 
Albuquerque, just south of the El Pinto Mexi-
can restaurant on the east side of the street. 
The church is very eager to support the Fab 
50 program and has a meeting hall that can 
be used for the initial presentation of the 
night sky and for the social hour after ob-
serving along with lots of parking space.  The 
church is in a nice dark location to observe 
the night sky.

The TAAS Fabulous 50 Program is a set of 
four events spread across a calendar year 
(one for each season) in which a beginner 
to astronomy learns to locate 50 of the most 
prominent night-sky objects, including stars, 
constellations, and asterisms. The program 
also serves the curious folks who just want to 
know what astronomy is all about!

All the details along with the latest map 
of the night sky are available on the TAAS 
website, www.taas.org. Click on the Fabulous 
50 link on the left side of the homepage. 
Questions can be directed to Dee at 
taasdee@comcast.net
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the establishment of GNTO and the con-
struction of the Main Dome. Gordon Pegue 
also provided his thoughts and recognized 
all those members who have provided 
their time and talents to building and im-
proving our dark-sky site. Historical items 
related to the establishment of GNTO were 
on display in the Ortega Building.

Following the remarks, we enjoyed ham-
burgers and hot dogs, potluck side dishes, 
and a special cake that featured a replica of 
the Main Dome. Larry Cash was the “Grill 
Meister.” Thanks to all who brought the 
very delicious potluck items. Many thanks 
to all the GNTO Committee members who 
helped plan and make this special event 
happen. 

The weather gave us clouds and wind for 
the event, but for those who stayed late 
enough, about 11:30 p.m., the wind and 
clouds went away. Several folks stayed all 
night.

The Ladies-Only Restroom, in the Ortega 
Building, was well received and well used. 
We heard several positive comments for 
this improvement. (We have installed a 
Porta Potty in the unused shower stall 
area, giving women an alternative to late-
night walks to the outhouse.) 

Jeff reported that he talked to several TAAS 
members who said that this was their first 
time at GNTO, so this event has inspired 
them to use this area for observing.

More pictures of the picnic are at: 
https://1drv.ms/f/
s!Ajrfkdsv5QiIhjB8H1yETqIErKrb.

Upcoming Events: 
• July 15: 3rd Quarter Moon Observing

• July 22: New Moon Observing

• Aug 12: 3rd Quarter Moon Observing

• Aug 19: New Moon Observing

Don’t forget that the GNTO Observing 

Field is available for use by TAAS members 
anytime. Check the TAAS website for the 
procedure to follow. Contact me if you have 
any questions.

As always, check TAAS_Talk and the TAAS 
website for last-minute changes and up-
dates. GNTO events are open to all TAAS 
members and their guests.   

GNTO Director: GNTO@TAAS.org or 505-
803-3640.

. . . U n d e r  t h e  D o m e    c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  3

www.taas.org
https://1drv.ms/f/s!Ajrfkdsv5QiIhjB8H1yETqIErKrb
https://1drv.ms/f/s!Ajrfkdsv5QiIhjB8H1yETqIErKrb
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Oak Flat Report
June 3

by Lynne Olson

the turnout was terrific—both for 
TAAS telescopes (24) and visitors 
from the public (no official count, but 
it had to be over 80 with all the fami-
lies attending).  The clouds came and 
went but, for the most part, gave us a 
great Moon/Jupiter show with all scopes 
swung in that direction and later toward 
other objects as clearing started (and 
then stopped).  Martin Hilario, our Open-

er and Closer, did double duty (some-
times triple) with opening the gates, 
setting up our signs and pathway lights, 
managing his video setup and many tele-
scopes; and even mentoring a visitor in 
night photography.

The visitors were happy and friendly and 
thanked TAAS repeatedly for the op-
portunity to get to the mountains and be 
treated to Moon views and lore—Jupiter 
in all its splendor adding a double transit 
of moons to the show—the show-and-tell 
of the telescopes ringing the field, and 
the welcoming members of TAAS.  Dee 
had a unique blending of binocular/mirror 
set up with a photo chart of Moon land-
ings to be compared with the Moon view 
itself.  Sandy Fleming passed her free 
wares of cookies and moon pies around 
the oval to astronomers and public alike.  
Kevin McKeown had an opportunity to 
conduct a constellation tour as the clouds 
opened for him, and a good time was had 

Visitors with baby

Dee Friesen with Moon landings presentation

Buzzy Buzzard and Trish Logan

Mike Salazar and visitors by Sandy Fleming

Jim Fordice

Martin Hilario and group of visitors

by all—with lightning and thunder to the 
South adding some drama!  Observe-
Educate-Have Fun were all in play.

TAAS members present were 
these:  Trish Logan, Buddy Buzzard, 
Jim Kaminski and wife, Martin Hilario, 
Phil and Sandy Fleming (with goodies), 
Shane and Becky Ramotowski, Ed Sala-
zar, Ed Juddo, Jon Schuchardt, Dee Fri-
esen, Ralph and David Thorman, Melissa 
Kirk, Kevin McKeown, Lynne Olson, Bob 
Anderson, Andy House, Fernando Torres 
and Lynda, Tom Grzybowski, John Lan-
ing, and Eric Toups.

Ed Juddo with visitor
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Crescent Nebula, NGC 6888, and surrounding gas clouds

Telescope: Officina Stellare Veloce RH-200 f/3, 200 mm aperture
Camera: Finger Lakes Instruments ML16803
Exposure time: about 6 hours each in Ha, OIII, and RGB
Telescope located at FOAH observatory in Magdalena, NM, operated remotely
using TeamViewer
Processed in PixInsight
Larger version at http://www.rickthurmond.com/Big/Crescent_RGB_Ha_OIII.png.

—Rick Thurmond

http://www.rickthurmond.com/Big/Sh2-91_5.png
http://www.rickthurmond.com/Bg/Crescent_RGB_Ha_OIII.png 
http://www.rickthurmond.com/Bg/Crescent_RGB_Ha_OIII.png 
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La Vida Llena Star Party Now
an Annual Occasion
June 1, 2017
by Steve Snider

Many thanks go to John and Lanie Dickel for inviting 
TAAS members to have a star party at the La Vida 
Llena Retirement Community. This has become an 
annual event, and our participation is very much ap-
preciated by the residents, of whom about 20 come 
out to join our festivities. 

TAAS members John Laning, Martin Hilario, Lynne Olson, Tom 
Graham, Bob Hufnagel, John and Lanie Dickel, and Steve 
Snider attended and brought a bunch of scopes—Steve and 
Martin both brought their C8s, Lynne brought her 6” Starblast 
and a 50mm eclipse travel scope, Bob brought his formidable 
dual scope mount with 80mm APO and 90mm Mak, John Lan-
ing brought his 5” (127mm) APO, John and Lanie brought a 
very nice Edmund Scientific 4” Astroscan, and Tom Graham 
brought a neat pair of image-stabilized binoculars—delightful!   

Unfortunately, Mother Nature wasn’t in the mood to cooper-
ate. We got to do some solar viewing and saw a small group 
of sunspots, but the clouds continued to gather.  With nothing 
but cloud bottoms to view, Martin put on a presentation show-
ing off some of the great pictures he took on his recent Hawaii 
trip. The clouds won this time but there was a fine question-
and-answer session with the Dickels and TAAS members, and 
all enjoyed the evening. Many thanks to John and Lanie, our 
dedicated TAAS members, and the La Vida Llena residents. 
See you there next year!

John Dickel speaking to attendees

Steve Snider with Tom Graham in background

Martin Hilario with resident and solar live video

John Laning with guest (photo by John Dickel)
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Jupiter, captured at GNTO on June 
22, 2017, using a C11 Edge mounted 
on a Losmandy G11. The camera used 
was an ASI 120mm with ASI color filters 
and filter wheel. A total of 4000 frames 
were captured in each channel. The best 
50% were selected and combined using 
AutoStakkert 2. Sharpening was done using 
Registax 6. The individual frames were 
derotated and combined using WinJupos 
and slightly processed in Photoshop. 

—Vance Ley

How to Design and Build a 12” 
Travel Telescope

Alan Scott
featured speaker

Saturday, July 8, 7:00 p.m.
Science and Math Learning Center, UNM Campus

TAAS General Meeting

6:00 p.m. Astronomy 101: Saturn! with David Frizzell

Report from Rocky Mountain Star Stare
by Jim Kaminski

The 2017 Rocky Mountain Star Stare (RMSS), hosted 
by the Colorado Springs Astronomical Society, just con-
cluded near Gardner, Colorado, with over 200 attendees, 
many with spouses, children, and/or dogs.  TAAS members 
participating included solar viewing by Roger and Linda Ken-
nedy (with Roger as a featured evening speaker, too), Richard 
Brown (of Taos), Steve Riegel (of Colorado Springs), and Jim 
Kaminski. 
 
Early in the week the days were very warm (90+) with the 
clouds parting for very dark sky observing (SQM-L reading of 
~21.9, compared to GNTO of ~21.5 and my backyard of ~20) 
and temperatures in the mid-50s.  Then overcast skies and 
light rain visited.  The picture above was taken of the north-
eastern observing area early in the week. 
 
If dry camping is your forte, with the possibility of dark-sky 
observing (as phrased by a frequent attendee), then consider 
attending next year’s RMSS, which should be from June 13 to 
17.  Information will be developed and posted at  http://rmss.

http://rmss.org/
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at 
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Doug LeGrand at 
treasurer@TAAS.org

TAAS
P.O. Box 50581

 Albuquerque, NM 87181

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d 
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships are registered 
immediately if you pay online. If you 
pay by check, your membership is reg-
istered when your check is received by 
the treasurer.  

Renewal notices will be sent out via 
e-mail beginning 60 days before your 
membership expires. If your member-
ship is renewed before it expires or with 
in 90 days after it expires, your new ex-
piration date will be advanced one year 
from the previous expiration date and 
your membership will be continuous.

  If dues payment is received more 
than 90 days after the expiration date, 
you will be reinstated as a member with 
an expiration date set as one year from 
the receipt of payment.

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 501(c)
(3) organization. Donations are deductible as 
charitable contributions on the donor’s federal 
income tax return. 

Accent Windows & Doors

Jerry Love

Michael Molitor

Jack Petersen

Jose Rodriguez

Kurt Sandquist

Bob Shipley

Steve Welch

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
 The deadline for the next issue of The Sidereal 
Times is Friday, July 21. The newsletter 
editor’s e-mail address is

editor@TAAS.org .

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
o r  R e t u r n i n g

T A A S  M e m b e r s

Denise R Alladi
Dr. Vikram Alladi
Penelope Boston
Kurt Brockmann 

Joyce Bruneau
Pierce Bruneau
Robert Bruneau
TNeale Bruneau

 Peggy Casbourne
 William Enright 
Dr. Robert Fugate

Ronald Lovato
Michelle McDonald
Fr. Nikolay Miletkov

Rachel Miletkov
Roland Penttila

Charles Randour
Trudy Randour
Samantha Siska

 Mike Spilde
David Thorman

Steve Welch
 Mike White

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N   107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚   -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Jim Fordice, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information, e-mail GNTO@TAAS.org. 

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J u n e  2 0 17

Membership Current Past Change
Month Month

Regular 272 275 -3
Family 166 169 -3
Educator 13 12 1
Student 26 27 -1
Military 2 2 0
Honorary 5 5 0
Total Members 484 490 -6
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Dale Murray, President
president@TAAS.org

John Miller, Vice President
vp@taas.org

jmiller72@comcast.net
505-821-0234 

BoB Shipley, Secretary 
secretary@TAAS.org

bobship10@gmail.com
505-872-8366

Doug legranD, Treasurer
treasurer@TAAS.org

505-559-0252

roBert anDerSon, Director
Membership Coordinator
membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

JiM ForDice, Director
Observatory Director, gnto@TAAS.org
Telescope Loan Coordinator,
telescope_loans@TAAS.org 
505-803-3640

toM grzyBowSki, Director
Education Outreach Director
education_coord@TAAS.org
 505-363-9427

BoB havlen, Director
505-856-3306

Martin hilario, Director
mhilario2@gmail.com
213-999-2582

gorDon pegue, Director
gpegue at comcast dot net
505-332-2523

BoriS venet, Director
venetb@sprintmail.com
505-507-7838

 ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
 Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa  505-269-8717(W)  darksky@TAAS.org
 Education Outreach  Trish Logan     education_coord@TAAS.org 
 Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
 Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
 Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
 Newsletter Editor   Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@TAAS.org
 Observatory Director  Jim Fordice  505-803-3640  gnto@TAAS.org
 Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
 Scout Coordinator   Chaz Jetty  505-350-7949  scout_coordinator@TAAS.org
Solar Outreach Coordinator  Roger Kennedy  505-314-6273  rwkennedy45@gmail.com
 Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-803-3640  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
 UNM Observatory Coordinator Fernando Torres     unm_coord@TAAS.org
 Volunteer Coordinator         
 Webmaster   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 7  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f



TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.          

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “OUT-OF-ThiS-wORLD” AwARD 2011

from Astronomy Magazine
 for Outstanding Public Programming.

MEMBERSHIP

You can join TAAS or renew your 
membership online. Just go to www.taas.
org and select “Join Us!” or “Renew Your 
Membership” from the main menu on the 
left side. Annual dues are $30 for a regular 
membership, $15 for educators and active 
military, and $5 for students. Only regular 
members are eligible to vote in society 
matters. Our new member information 
packet can be viewed or downloaded from 
the same location on the website. You can 
pay your dues on line through PayPal, by 
Visa, MasterCard, or American Express. 
To pay by check, mail your check to TAAS, 
P.O. Box 50581, Albuquerque, NM 87181-
0581 or give it to the treasurer at one of 
our meetings. 

MAGAZINES

TAAS no longer offers  magazine 
subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS

Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and advertisements for 
businesses related to astronomy must be 
submitted by the deadline shown on the 
Society calendar (generally the Friday 
near the new Moon). Rates for commer-
cial ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 for 
business card size. The newsletter editor 
reserves the right to include and/or edit 
any article or advertisement.  E-mail at-
tachments in Microsoft Word or compat-
ible word processor format; ASCII and 
RTF are acceptable. One space between 
paragraphs is preferred. One column is 
approximately 350 words. Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@TAAS.org for 
more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS website, 
www.TAAS.org.

Send submissions or correspondence to  
editor@TAAS.org.

TAAS ONLINE

TAAS website: http://www.TAAS.org 

The TAAS website includes:

• Programs . . .
• TAAS 200 
• TAAS Fabulous Fifty
•  Educational Outreach: School Star 

Parties, Solar Astronomy Outreach
• Equipment Trader 
•   Telescope Loaner Program
• Telescope Making and Maintenance
. . . And more

•  Online Sidereal Times
• Calendar of TAAS Events
• Members’ Guide
• Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs

E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org

Members’ Google Group:
TAAS_talk@googlegroups.com

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

www.taas.org
www.taas.org
http://

