
Come to the meeting earlier, at 6 p.m., 
for  Astronomy 101 – “General Nathan 
Twining Observatory, TAAS Jewel” by 
Jim Fordice, GNTO director. Jim will pro-
vide a short history of the site, its facilities 
and equipment, and detailed information 
about how to access and use the facility. 
This presentation is intended for new 
members who want to learn about how to 
use TAAS’ Dark Sky Site, and it also a good 
refresher for members who have not been 
to the observatory recently. Plus, if you are 
considering joining TAAS,  this is an excel-
lent opportunity to learn about one of the 
best privileges of TAAS membership.
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since 1959taas — 2011 winner of astronomy magazine’s out-of-this-world award for outstanding public programming

Observe—Educate—Have Fun

sincesince

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g   N e w s Lynne Olson

TAAS General Meeting 
Saturday, February 3  

Science and Math Learning Center
UNM Campus

7 p.m.

Main speaker: Dee Friesen, “Cosmol-
ogy.” Dee examines how the scientifically 
accepted facts that support the current 
theory of the origin of the universe were 
obtained. It looks at the evolution of new 
tools and new ideas that together created 
the understanding that now exists for the 
nature of the universe. It also takes a first 
look at the roles of dark matter and dark 
energy in the universe. Dee, a former TAAS 
president and Master Observer, is a re-
tired U S Air Force and American Airlines 
pilot and current physics and astronomy 
instructor at New Mexico Tech and Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University.

continued on page 2 . . .

Total Lunar Eclipse
Wed., January 31

TAAS Perihelion Banquet 
Kicks Off 2018

by Lynne Olson, photos: Roland Penttila

It’s the largest celebration of TAAS’s 
year: the annual Perihelion Banquet, held 
this year on Jan. 13. The MCM Eleganté 
Hotel welcomed about 100 TAAS members 
and guests to a celebration of last year’s 
successes and anticipation of more in 
2018.

Attendees were greeted at the door by 
Trish Logan, Ann McGough, David Downs 
and Amy Mathis. They had a chance to 
greet and chat before the President’s Wel-

photo: dale murray

New Moon 
Observing
Sat., February 17
GNTO

I N S I D E

New SIG! 
DSLR
Astrophotography
Tue., February 6
N.E. Heights
See page 8.

Grand Prize winner, Pearl Clark, with
 Bruce Meyer
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come by Dale Murray, who mentioned our 
Honored Guests – Dr. Bryan Butler (main 
speaker), his wife Jodie and colleagues 
Judy Stanley and Faith Vowler; Antonio 
Garcia of the Tijeras Ranger Station and 
wife Gale; and Greg and Debbie Noel (Ac-
cent Southwest Windows and donors of 
science fair winner awards).  The doors 
then opened to a beautifully prepared buf-
fet.

While dining, guests also began answering 
the questions to the Trivia Contest pre-
pared by Kevin McKeown, who rose at des-
sert time to read the 27 questions and pro-
vide answers. The top scorer was Melissa 
Kirk, with Martin Hilario a close second. 
Winners then chose from an array of valu-
able prizes donated by Kevin and others.

Next came the drawing for door prizes, 
which were collected, prepared and 
handed out by Bruce Meyer. Here are the 
winners:
• Grand Prize – Pearl Clark, guest of TAAS 
member Dan Clark, who received a framed 
18x24 photo titled “Building Blocks: Milky 
Way over Lava Plumes, Kilauea, Hawaii” by 
TAAS’s Martin Hilario, plus a $150 Astro-
nomics.com gift certificate.
• First Prize – TAAS member Rick Hassi, 
who received a framed 16x20 photo titled 
“The Flame Nebula, NGC 2014” by TAAS’s 
Shane Ramotowski, plus a $75 Astronom-
ics gift certificate.

• Second Prize – TAAS member Charles 
“Charlie” Mullen, who received a framed 
12x18 photo titled “Prominences: Total 
Solar Eclipse, Aug. 21, 2017, Glendo Wyo-
ming” by TAAS’s Vance Ley, plus a $50 As-
tronomics gift certificate.
• Third Prize – TAAS member Ruth 
Ma’ayan, who received a framed 11x14 
photo of “The Triangulum Galaxy, M33” 
(NGC 598) by TAAS’s John Laning, plus a 
$25 Astronomics gift certificate.

Judy Stanley of the National Radio Astron-
omy Observatory/Very Large Array then 
introduced the evening’s main speaker, Dr. 
Bryan Butler. Dr. Butler has long been asso-
ciated with NRAO, beginning as a postdoc-
toral researcher in 1994.  He is currently 
a staff scientist and Division Head for the 
VLA/VLBA (Very Long Baseline Array) Sci-
ence Center, within the New Mexico Opera-
tions Department of NRAO. His primary 
research involves using the Very Large Ar-
ray to measure radio emission and reflec-
tion properties of planetary atmospheres 
and surfaces.
    
 Dr.Butler gave us a detailed and fine over-
view of the beginnings of the Very Large 
Array  on the San Agustin plains near So-
corro, the present projects being carried 
out,  and what is to come for the VLA-Next 
Generation. This was enthusiastically 
received and followed by a question and 
answer time.

Next came the 2017 TAAS Achievement 
Awards, prepared by  Jim Fordice and the 
Awards Committee and presented by Dale 
Murray:

•  Special Recognition (Lifetime Achieve-
ment) – Gary Cooper, for his exceptional 
dedication in supporting TAAS and its 
members for 12 years as the Editor of the 
Sidereal Times newsletter.

• Isengard Award – Pete Eschman, for his 
exceptional dedication to supporting and 
improving GNTO (TAAS’s General Nathan 
Twining Observatory) by completing nu-
merous projects including installation of 
an alarm system, equipment upgrades, and 
improvements and repairs of the Isengard 
Telescope.

• Dobson Award – Tom Grzybowski, for his 
superb response to the loss of the portable 
planetarium by organizing an interim plan-
etarium capability, obtaining additional 
resources, and making all arrangements to 
obtain the new planetarium in time to sup-
port the School Star Party program.

• Service Awards:

  • Jeff Boggs, for a very productive year as 
GNTO Buildings & Grounds Lead including 
improvement of the Ortega Building bunk-
ing access, and installation of the Ladies 
Restroom.

  • Mike Molitor, for greatly improving the 
ease of operating the Isengard Telescope 
by designing and installing the dome mo-
torization system.

  • Jim Greenhouse , for outstanding as-
sistance in recovering from the loss of the 
portable planetarium.

  • Boris Venet, for planning and organizing 
the excellent TAAS events at Chaco Canyon.

  • Sigrid Monaghan, for serving TAAS 
Members by planning and executing the 
Astronomy 101 presentations.

   • Mike Salazar, for his support of Public 
and School Star Parties, providing a tele-
scope and talking with the visitors; Mike 
also organized several ad hoc events such 
as the one in Cuba.

continued on page 3 . . . 

TAAS President, Dale Murray

Guest Speaker, Dr. Bryan Butler, VLA/VBA

. . . P e r i h e l i o n  B a n q u e t 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1
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The election of TAAS Officers for 2018 
concluded the evening. Elected by a show 
of hands and a tally of proxy votes were 
Dale Murray, President (returning);  Mar-
tin Hilario, Vice President; Doug LeGrand, 
Treasurer (returning), and Bob Shipley, 
Secretary (returning). 

It was, by any measure, another successful 
and enjoyable event for TAAS.

Kevin McKeown, Trivia Contest presenter

The TAAS FAB 50,
Past, Present and Future

by Dee Friesen
Photo by Andy House

Seven years ago I started the TAAS Fabu-
lous 50, better known these days as the FAB 
50.

For five years we met at my home in the 
Heights, during which more than 600 
strangers and some TAAS members sat in 
my house to hear a presentation about the 
night sky.  After that, we all went outside, 
stood in front of my garage, and looked at 
the night sky.

Many TAAS members assisted with tele-
scopes, binoculars, and adult beverages.  
After the observing session we would re-
turn inside for a social hour.  This part of 
the evening was my favorite time, and I met 
for the first time many people who became 
TAAS members and are now active in the 
Society.

I came up with the idea for the FAB 50 
when I realized that TAAS had no program 
for beginners. I was president at the time 
and had received numerous inquiries about 
how to get started in astronomy. I had led a 
Messier Special Interest Group (SIG) a few 
years earlier, and observed that people re-
ally liked viewing the night sky, but needed 
help finding objects. What we needed was 
a basic list of objects in the sky over the 
course of the calendar year that people 
would remember.

Winter of 2018 Fab 50 Session Report
The skies were clear and the air was calm 
on Jan. 19, so viewing conditions were 
quite good for delineating the Winter sub-
set of Fab 50 objects, including the Orion 
Nebula (M42) and the Seven Sisters (M45).
The featured constellations included Ursa 
Minor, Orion, Gemini, Canis Major and Mi-
nor, Auriga, and Taurus. The bright stars of 
note included Polaris, Casper, Pollux, Siri-
us, Procyon,  Betelgeuse, Rigel, and Aldeba-
ran. Two telescopes on the field treated a 
few to some brilliant views and additional 
Messier objects.

There were 20 participants total, including 
TAAS members Phil Fleming, Boris Venet, 
Lea Casper, Linda Jaramillo, Steve Snider, 
Robert and Chris Bittner, Martin, Hilario, 
Clara Iriatre, Paul Pulaski and Dee Friesen.
No children attended this session; none-
theless, the “Hot Dog” (Canis Minor) was 
the most beloved constellation of the night.

 –Phil Fleming

I called the person most knowledgeable 
about the night sky that I knew, Gordon 
Pegue. We selected 50 objects easily visible 
during one trip around the Sun. Andy House 
and Dave Downs also provided invaluable 
assistance in past years,.

Since then, others have led and hosted the 
FAB 50, including James and Nannette Carr 
(since moved to Georgia). Last year former 
TAAS president Steve Snider arranged for 
the FAB 50 to meet at the All Saints of North 
America Orthodox Church,  the current lo-
cation for the quarterly sessions.

The current leaders are Dr. Phil Fleming and 
his wife Sandy. They attended a session at 
my house in the fall of 2015 and were new 
to astronomy. Already Phil has made several 
improvements to the program, and I’m con-
fident it will continue to serve newcomers 
for years to come.

. . . P e r i h e l i o n  B a n q u e t 
c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  2

Isengard Award Winner, Pete Eschman, with 
Dale Murray
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Under the Dome
Notes from and about GNTO      Jim Fordice

von, martin, and edgar

continued on page 5 . . . 

December 15 - Special Observing Ses-
sion:
Alan Scott opened the site on 15 December 
for a Special Observing Session. He arrived 
on site at 4:00 p.m., opened the buildings, 
turned everything on, and started warming 
things up.

The weather started around 50 degrees, 
with no wind. Temps dropped quickly 
at nightfall and they were in the 30s all 
night. The wind did pick up a few times, 
with a gentle breeze. Said breeze was 
COLD. When Alan left, the weather station 
said 30 degrees - and his car said 23. No 
clouds whatsoever. The dew point was 
about 15, thus they had no dew issues at 
all.

The skies were spectacular. Transparency 
was around 4 to 5 (on a scale of 1 to 5) and 
seeing was maybe 3 to 4 (on a scale of 1 
to 5). Alan had never seen skies so dark at 
GNTO - the zodiacal light was obvious for 
hours after sunset and rivaled the Milky 
Way for attention. Jim Kaminski measured 
the darkness as 21.5 throughout the time 
he was there, with 21.3 at midnight. It was 
a fine, dark night worth enduring the cold.

Shane Ramatowski worked on collecting 
photons in the Cassiopeia area, Jim K was 
enjoying looking at lint (and did mention 
a really cool double (R Aquilae) with a red 
star in it), Martin Hilario pulled out the 16” 
on-site loaner, and Simon Arnet showed up 
with a camera and took a nice meteor pic-
ture. Everyone stayed until about midnight 
and everyone (other than Martin) was 
gone by the time Alan left at 1:15 a.m. Alan 
worked on double stars with his 16” (his 
20” secondary is in the shop) (Woot - only 
about 25 more doubles to go!).

They also had a visit by Ray Collins for a 
few minutes. Thanks, Ray, for the great 
warming Cocina!  It was put to really good 
use that night.

December 16 - New Moon Observing:
I was the opener. When I arrived at 3 p.m. a 
front was moving in rapidly from the west. 
Since no one else arrived by sunset I closed 
the site and departed. About 30 minutes 
later Martin Hilario and Mike Salazar ar-
rived and re-opened the site. Melissa Kirk 
also joined them. By 7:50 p.m. the clouds 
did not improve and they called it a night. 
They did see a few meteors and seven sat-
ellites, including both the ISS and Hubble 
Space Telescope transits. The last sched-
uled event of 2017 was a bit of a fizzle. Bet-
ter luck in 2018!

 Saturday, February 3  
Science and Math Learning Center, UNM Campus

7:00 p.m.

TAAS General Meeting

Cosmology
Dee Friesen
Main Speaker

6:00 p.m.     Astronomy 101 : GNTO, Jim Fordice, Observatory Director 

January 12 - 3rd Quarter Moon Observ-
ing:
Mike Fuge was the opener, and reported 
that the night featured a little bit of every-
thing. The weather was windy and cold, 
in the early evening and around midnight 
it got calm and stayed that way for a long 
time. The transparency was fairly good, 
however the seeing changed quite often 
from really good to viewing-through-a- 
lace-curtain. There were eight observers in 
attendance; Mike Fuge, Martin Hilario, Jim 
Kaminski, Charlie Fleckenstein, Jim Byrd, 
Viola Sanchez, Alan Scott, and myself. All 
these hardy souls were determined to get 
the best viewing possible, considering the 
changing conditions. They were able to 
observe a rather bright meteor occurrence. 
All in all, it was a pretty good evening with 
lots of challenges from hunting for fuzzy 
objects, constellation identification, and 
how many nebulas could be located. Mike 
thanked Martin for helping him out by 
closing up on Saturday morning.   



The Sidereal Times February 2018

The Official Newsletter of The Albuquerque Astronomical SocietyPage 5

January 14 - Special Viewing Session:
Martin Hilario opened the site for a special 
viewing session. Joining him was Dave 
Downs, Simon Arnet, Paul Pulaski, and Car-
la Iriarte. Dave reported that he returned 
home from as perfect as night as he has 
seen at GNTO. No wind, cold but not freez-
ing, excellent seeing, and above average 
transparency. And a good group.

Both Paul and Carla sent TAAS_Talk reports 
on their first time at GNTO. They thanked 
Martin for opening the observatory and 
for providing the 16” Dobsonian loaner 
scope for their use. He is a wonderful and 
gracious host who is willing to share his 
experience and extensive knowledge of the 
cosmos with others! 

Paul and Carla reported observ-
ing the Orion Nebula (M42) and then 
moved to some of the star clusters, 
M35,36,37,38,46,47,44,41,50, and 52 along 
with the double cluster and the Fuzzy 
Butterfly cluster near Cassiopeia. Martin 
helped them find a few others including 
two very interesting clusters that are on 
the southern horizon, NGC1851 and M79. 
They viewed the M81 and M82 galaxies 
and the Rosette nebula. They were also 
able to split Rigel fairly easily and then 
went on to view the Trapezium E and F 
stars within the Orion nebula. 

Later in the evening Martin pulled out his 
image intensifier which provided views 
that simply wowed them! This device al-
lows one to view the heavens in a way that 
is not possible with most scopes. It dis-
plays many planetary nebulae in a way that 
is just stunning. Then he attached it to the 
16” scope and went to town surfing across 
the sky by zooming in on these objects. We 
saw the Rosette, Orion, Barnard’s Loop, 
Snowball, Veil, Heart, Pacman, as well as 
other nebulae. You could even see the 
sharper details in these images. Although 
all of these were simply amazing, the Orion 
nebula was just breathtaking in detail and 
luminosity! They stayed until about 1:30 
a.m. 

Paula also reported observing the Number 
13 Asterism near M-50. It was confirmed 
by Paul, Simon, and Martin. She said it was 
very amazing to see a ‘1’ and a ‘3’ next to 
each other making a clear 13. The number 
13 just pop-out through the eyepiece. (My 
birthday is on a 13 and that is my favorite 
number. What a stellar gift I’ve received!)

. . . U n d e r  t h e  D o m e
  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  4

As of:  1/17/18As of:  1/17/18

Loan Program Statistics
 # of Scopes # on Loan # Available % on Loan
 42 36 6 86%
 
Type: Reflectors Refractors Catadioptrics

 23 7 12
 

Size: Large (>8") Medium (5"-8") Small (<5")
 12 17 13
 

Tracking: Manual Push-To Go-To Tracking
 26 5 7 11

There were no significant changes to the Loan Program Inventory in the last month. 86% 
of the telescopes are on loan but feel free to ask for whichever telescope you want. In most 
cases you will have it with a week or so. The telescopes that are immediately available (as of 
17 January) are:

• 10” Discovery Dobsonian
• Astro Tech AT80 80mm Refractor
• Spletzberg Skylight 10” Dobsonian
• Orion Skyquest XT12 Intelliscope Dobsonian
• Celestron FirstScope 76mm
• Astrophotography Package

In addition, there are premium eyepieces, filter sets, and many other useful accessories 
available. Check out the full inventory on the TAAS Website. 

Telescope Loan Program Update
by Jim Fordice, Telescope Loan Coordinator

Upcoming Events: 
•	 Feb. 10 - 3rd Quarter Moon Ob-

serving

•	 Feb. 17 - New Moon Observing

•	 Mar. 10 - 3rd Quarter Moon Ob-
serving

•	 Mar. 16-18 - Messier Marathon

•	 Mar. 17 - New Moon Observing

Don’t forget that the GNTO Observing 
Field is available for use by TAAS mem-
bers any time. Check the TAAS website 
for the procedure to follow. Contact me if 
you have any questions.  As always, check 
TAAS_Talk and the TAAS website for last-
minute changes and updates. GNTO events 
are open to all TAAS members and their 
guests. Contact me at GNTO@TAAS.org or 
505-803-3640.
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M1, the Crab Nebula, captured at GNTO on December 12-13 of 2017. The OTA 
was a C11 HD operating at f/7. The mount was a Losmandy G11 and the camera was 
a SBIG ST4000XCM. 22x10’ sub-frames were captured under the control of SGP. The 
temperature started out in the forties and in the low thirties when I finished. This made 
the auto-focus feature of SGP extremely helpful as I was able to set it to refocus every 
three frames without my intervention
Processing was done in PixInsight and Photoshop CS2. The original field of view was 
26’ x 26’. It was cropped to 16.5’ x 16.5’ for aesthetics.

The Crab Nebula is a super-nova remnant located in the direction of the constellation 
Taurus. The actual super-nova was observed by Chinese astronomers in 1054 CE 
from a distance of about 6,500 light-years. The bluish light in the center is synchrotron 
radiation—broad spectrum radiation emitted by electrons travelling around magnetic 
field lines at relativistic speeds.     —Vance Ley
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Fifteen TAAS members shared and com-
pared their binoculars at our first Binocular 
Boogie on Jan. 17. Boogiers brought im-
age stabilized, homemade and regular off-
the-shelf binoculars as well as a couple of 
homemade parallelogram mounts. We com-
pared views of the Pleiades, Orion Nebula, 
some galaxies and double stars to see how 
they looked in the various instruments.  If 
you missed it, you are not out of luck – dust 
off your own binoculars and get ready to 
boogie with us at another upcoming event. 

–Becky Ramotowski

Members of TAAS brought telescopes 
to a “Smore’s campfire and star party” 
sponsored by Boy Scouts Troop 220 in 
NE Albuquerque on the night of Jan. 15. It 
was a beautiful night, fun was had, and the 
S’mores were delicious!
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Milky Way over GNTO: This image consists of a stack of 15 subs im-
aged at GNTO on September 16, 2017, using a Canon 70D unmodified 
DSLR using a Samyang 16 mm f/2.0 manual fixed focal length lens. 
Camera was mounted on a fixed tripod. Each sub is a 20 second expo-
sure at f/2.0. The subs were stacked using Deep Sky Stacker and final 
image processed using Adobe Light Room. – Dale Murray

by Dale Murray, TAAS president

Starting on February 6 there will be a 
new special interest group and work-
shop for TAAS members. Some of you 
may know that GNTO has been hold-
ing CCD imaging classes in the small 
imaging dome for a considerable time. 
These classes have been conducted re-
cently by Vance Ley, and for those in-
terested in CCD astrophotography the 
classes have been well received.
The new program will also feature as-
trophotography but will focus on the 
use of digital single lens reflex (DSLR) 
cameras rather than CCD cameras. The 
kick off class will be held in Albuquer-
que at Dee Friesen’s home in the NE 
Heights, with subsequent hands-on 
sessions to be held at GNTO and other 
dark sky locations.

This new imaging program will initially 
focus on basic techniques for using 
DSLR cameras on fixed (non-tracking) 
tripods to take nightscapes, star trails, 
and wide angle stacked images.

These introductory classes will only 
require the most basic equipment and 
will rely on freeware image stacking 
and processing. Basically, all you will 
need to take some amazing images is 
a DSLR camera, a tripod, a remote re-
lease cable, and a fast wide-angle lens.  
A lens with a focal length of about 10-
20 mm and an f number of less than 
4 (but the lower the better) is recom-
mended.
Later in the workshop, there will be 
sessions covering lunar imaging using 
non-tracking techniques as well as un-
guided tracking techniques. There will 
also be classes explaining basic track-
ing mounts and telescope optics to im-
age longer-exposure subs for stacking 
images of deep sky objects.

The accompanying image is a stack of 
15 out of 16 exposures taken of the 
Milky Way,  imaged from GNTO and 
processed using Deep Sky Stacker free-
ware. This technique will be taught as 
part of the workshop. 

Please contact me, Dale Murray, at 
watchinstars@yahoo.com, or Dee Fri-
esen at taasdee@comcast.net to sign 
up. Dee will provide maps to his house. 
Initial classes will be limited to approx-
imately 12 members but if demand is 
high, we may set up additional classes/
workshops.

New DSLR Special Interest Group/Workshop Starts February 6

Observe – Educate – Have Fun
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The Jellyfish Nebula, IC 443 (aka Sharpless Sh2-248), a supernova remnant 
(SNR)  about 5,000 light years distant, is more than 3,000 years old. It covers more 
than 50’ of the sky, making it about 70 light years across. There is interaction be-
tween galactic nebula and the shock wave from the supernova. IC 443 is located 
about one degree from Eta Gem (3.3). Location: 3 miles north of Oak Flat on my 
backyard patio. 20 Dec 2017 7:30 to 10 PM MST.

Equipment: ES ED127CF f/7.5, iOptron CEM60 mount, SBIG8300M with FW5 CCD  
camera, Autoguider SBIG SG-4 on a AT72ED f/6. Software: CCDSoft V5.210, Imag-
esPlus V5.25a, Photoshop Elements V9, Astronomy Tools (false color). Exposure: 
18 x 5 minute using Hydrogen Alpha , 6 x 5 minute RGB for total of 3 hours.

—John Laning
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M e m b e r s h i p  S e r v i c e s

for:
•Membership Inquiries
•Events Information
•Volunteer Opportunities

Contact Bob Anderson at 
membership@TAAS.org

for:
•Membership Dues
•Address/e-mail changes

Contact Doug LeGrand at 
treasurer@TAAS.org

TAAS
P.O. Box 50581

 Albuquerque, NM 87181

Courtesy Pete Eschman

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  D u e s  a n d 
M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l  D a t e

New memberships are registered 
immediately if you pay online. If you 
pay by check, your membership is reg-
istered when your check is received by 
the treasurer.  

Renewal notices will be sent out via 
e-mail beginning 60 days before your 
membership expires. If your member-
ship is renewed before it expires or with 
in 90 days after it expires, your new ex-
piration date will be advanced one year 
from the previous expiration date and 
your membership will be continuous.

  If dues payment is received more 
than 90 days after the expiration date, 
you will be reinstated as a member with 
an expiration date set as one year from 
the receipt of payment.

D o n a t i o n s  t o  T A A S

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society is a 501(c)
(3) organization. Donations are deductible as 
charitable contributions on the donor’s federal 
income tax return. 

The GE Foundation

Shannon Hoskovek

Rick Vergas

Chuck Wiggins

T A A S  R e p o r t s  &  N o t i c e s

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e
 The deadline for the next issue of The 
Sidereal Times is Friday, February 16. The 
newsletter editors’ e-mail address is

editor@TAAS.org .

W e l c o m e  t o  N e w
o r  R e t u r n i n g

T A A S  M e m b e r s

Samuel Cohen

Charles Fleckenstein

Culbert Hoskovec

Shannon Hoskovec

David Mayschak

Jim Mosley

Alan Pulsipher

Lynne Pulsipher

Dan Simpson

L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n ,  L o c a t i o n
• Chaco Canyon• 

 6185’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 36˚ 01’ 50”N   107˚ 54’ 36”W

 36.03˚   -107.91˚
 36˚ 1.83’  -107˚ 54.60’

• Oak Flat• 
 7680’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 34˚ 59’ 48”N  106˚ 19’ 17”W

 34.99˚  -106.32˚
 34˚ 59.80’  -106˚ 19.28’

• UNM Campus Observatory•
 5180’ elevation
 Latitude  Longitude
 35˚ 5’ 29”N  106˚ 37’ 17”W

 35.09˚  -106.62˚
 35˚ 5.48’  -106˚ 37.29’

For security reasons, GNTO location is 
available by request only, so please contact 
Jim Fordice, GNTO Director, for GNTO 
information, e-mail GNTO@TAAS.org. 

M o n t h l y  M e m b e r s h i p  R e p o r t
J a n u a r y  2 0 1 8

Membership Current Past Change
Month Month

Regular 243 247 -4
Family 135 145 -10
Educator 17 17 0
Student 27 27 0
Military 1 2 -1
Honorary 5 5 0
Total Members 428 443 -15
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Dale Murray, President
president@TAAS.org

Martin Hilario, Vice President
vp@taas.org
213-999-2582

BoB SHipley, Secretary 
secretary@TAAS.org

bobship10@gmail.com
505-872-8366

Doug legranD, Treasurer
treasurer@TAAS.org

505-559-0252

roBert anDerSon, Director
Membership Coordinator
membership@TAAS.org
505-275-1916

JiM ForDice, Director
Observatory Director, gnto@TAAS.org
Telescope Loan Coordinator,
telescope_loans@TAAS.org 
505-803-3640

toM grzyBowSki, Director
Education Outreach Director
education_coord@TAAS.org
 505-363-9427

BoB Havlen, Director
505-856-3306

JoHn Miller, Directort
jmiller72@comcast.net
505-821-0234

gorDon pegue, Director
gpegue at comcast dot net
505-332-2523

BoriS venet, Director
venetb@sprintmail.com
505-507-7838

 ATM Coordinator   Ray Collins  505-344-9686 (H)  atm@TAAS.org
 Dark Sky Coordinator  David Penasa  505-269-8717(W)  darksky@TAAS.org
 Education Outreach  Trish Logan     education_coord@TAAS.org 
 Events Coordinator   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  events_coord@TAAS.org
 Grants Coordinator   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  grants@TAAS.org
 Membership Chair   Bob Anderson   505-275-1916  membership@TAAS.org
 Newsletter Co-Editor (Content) Bruce Meyer  917-449-0700 (C)  editor@TAAS.org
 Newsletter Co-Editor (Design) Gary Cooper  505-227-3974 (C)  editor@TAAS.org
 Observatory Director  Jim Fordice  505-803-3640  gnto@TAAS.org
 Public Relations   Lynne Olson  505-856-2537  pr@TAAS.org
 Scout Coordinator   Chaz Jetty  505-350-7949  scout_coordinator@TAAS.org
 Solar Outreach Coordinator  Roger Kennedy  505-314-6273  rwkennedy45@gmail.com
 Telescope Loan Coordinator  Jim Fordice  505-803-3640  telescope_loans@TAAS.org
 UNM Observatory Coordinator Fernando Torres     unm_coord@TAAS.org
 Volunteer Coordinator         
 Webmaster   Barry Spletzer  505-228-4384 (C)  webmaster@TAAS.org

2 0 1 8  T A A S  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s / S t a f f



TAAS is honored to receive an
 “Editor’s Pick 2013 Best of the City” 
award from Albuquerque Magazine.          

BEST PLACE TO STARGAZE
CELESTIAL EDITION

TAAS is honored to receive an
 “OUT-OF-ThIS-WORLD” AWARD 2011

from Astronomy Magazine
 for Outstanding Public Programming.

MEMBERSHIP

You can join TAAS or renew your 
membership online. Just go to www.taas.
org and select “Join Us!” or “Renew Your 
Membership” from the main menu on the 
left side. Annual dues are $30 for a regular 
membership, $15 for educators and active 
military, and $5 for students. Only regular 
members are eligible to vote in society 
matters. Our new member information 
packet can be viewed or downloaded from 
the same location on the website. You can 
pay your dues on line through PayPal, by 
Visa, MasterCard, or American Express. 
To pay by check, mail your check to TAAS, 
P.O. Box 50581, Albuquerque, NM 87181-
0581 or give it to the treasurer at one of 
our meetings. 

MAGAZINES

TAAS no longer offers  magazine 
subscriptions.

ARTICLES/ADVERTISEMENTS

Articles, personal astronomical classified 
advertisements and advertisements for 
businesses related to astronomy must be 
submitted by the deadline shown on the 
Society calendar (generally the Friday 
near the new Moon). Rates for commer-
cial ads (per issue) are $120 per page, $60 
per half page, $30 per quarter page, $7 for 
business card size. The newsletter editor 
reserves the right to include and/or edit 
any article or advertisement.  E-mail at-
tachments in Microsoft Word or compat-
ible word processor format; ASCII and 
RTF are acceptable. One space between 
paragraphs is preferred. One column is 
approximately 350 words. Contact the 
Newsletter Editor at editor@TAAS.org for 
more information.

Note that the Sidereal Times is no longer 
mailed. It is posted on the TAAS website, 
www.TAAS.org.

Send submissions or correspondence to  
editor@TAAS.org.

TAAS ONLINE

TAAS website: http://www.TAAS.org 

The TAAS website includes:

• Programs . . .
• TAAS 200 
• TAAS Fabulous Fifty
•  Educational Outreach: School Star 

Parties, Solar Astronomy Outreach
• Equipment Trader 
•   Telescope Loaner Program
• Telescope Making and Maintenance
. . . And more

•  Online Sidereal Times
• Calendar of TAAS Events
• Members’ Guide
• Links to Astronomy Resources and 

Members’ Blogs

E-mail: TAAS@TAAS.org

Members’ Google Group:
TAAS_talk@googlegroups.com

The Albuquerque Astronomical Society

P.O. Box 50581
Albuquerque, NM 87181-0581

www.taas.org
www.taas.org
http://

