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Best planetarium apps of 2025 
AR apps and virtual star maps to help you navigate the night sky 

 

1. SkySafari 7 Pro – Best app overall 

2. PhotoPills – Best astrophotography 

3. Night Sky 11 – Best IOS 

4. NASA App – Best Entertainment 

5. Stellarium Mobile – Best Realism 

6. Star Walk 2 – Best for Beginners 

7. SkyView – Best Information 

8. SkyView– Best Free App 

9. Sky Tonight – Best AR 
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SkySafari 7 Pro – Best app overall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specifications:

Price: From $21.99 

Telescope control: Yes 

Free version available: Yes 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: Includes 100 million stars, 3 million galaxies 
down to 18th magnitude, and 750,000 solar system 
objects 

 

Buy it if: 

脥� You're looking for a large database: SkySafari 7 Pro 
has one of the most extensive databases on our list. 

脥� You want to be able to plan your stargazing in 
detail: the Observing Planner on this app is fantastic for 
planning your stargazing trips in advance. 

脥� You already own a Celestron StarSense 
telescope: SkySafari 7 Pro is an ideal app for controlling 
Celestron StarSense telescopes. 

Don't buy it if: 

 You're a new or casual stargazer: SkySafari 7 Pro is 
on the more expensive side and you may not need all 
the sophisticated features it oƯers. 

 You want something quick and easy: it can take a 
bit of time to get the hang of. 

 You have limited space on your device: SkySafari 7 
Pro takes up a hefty 2.4GB of storage. 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 SkySafari 7 Pro: this is one of the best apps out there if you want to get serious about your stargazing and 
astrophotography. It is particularly good for telescope control and has one of the largest databases you'll find, but it may 
be overkill for some observers.  

★★★★★ 

  



 

Astroabq@gmail.com                                                                                                                            3 | P a g e  
 

PhotoPills – Best astrophotography 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specifications 

Price: From $10.99 

Telescope control: No 

Free version available: No 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: N/A 

 

Buy it if 

脥� Your main interest is astrophotography: PhotoPills 
truly cannot be beaten for planning astrophotography 
shooting sessions. 

脥� You want to get the perfect shot: PhotoPills will 
help you plan and set yourself up to get incredible shots 
that might otherwise feel impossible. 

脥� You want to feel part of a community: PhotoPills 
lets you share photos and points of interest with other 
astrophotographers.

Don't buy it if: 

 Your main interest is stargazing: PhotoPills is really 
geared up towards astrophotographers, so other apps 
are better for pure stargazing. 

 You want something simple and straightforward: 
with its array of features and functionality, PhotoPills 
takes a while to get the hang of. 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 PhotoPills: we think PhotoPills is a must-have app for those who are serious about astrophotography and want to get 
the perfect shot of particular objects in the night sky. Its astrophotography features are unmatched, but it's not ideal for 
casual stargazing.  

★★★★★ 
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Night Sky 11 - Best for Apple users 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specifications 

Price: From $5.99/month, $39.99 annually 

Telescope control: No 

Free version available: No 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: 1.7 billion stars (premium version) 

 

Buy it if 

脥� You're a beginner: Night Sky is easy to use, even 
with little prior knowledge. 

脥� You enjoy AR features: there's a lot on offer in 
terms of AR on this app, especially on the premium 
version. 

脥� You want to try astrophotography: Night Sky is 
good for getting your first taste of astrophotography 
with your phone. 

Don't buy it if: 

 You're a more seasoned astronomer: those with 
more experience might prefer an app with more 
extensive features like telescope control. 

 You're bothered by too much on the screen: 
although you can filter what it shows, the interface on 
Night Sky 11 can look a little cluttered. 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 Night Sky: I think this is a great app for Apple users who are starting out on their stargazing journey. It includes novel 
AR functionality as well as basic astrophotography features, but more experienced users may be looking for more than 
Night Sky can oƯer.  

★★★★½ 
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NASA APP - Best for Entertainment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specifications 

Price: Free 

Telescope control: N/A 

Free version available: Already free 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: N/A 

 

Download it if: 

脥� You want to learn a lot: the NASA app makes a 
whole host of space information available at your 
fingertips. 

脥� You want to follow NASA missions: the NASA app 
is sure to keep you up to date with all the latest 
photos and videos from their missions. 

脥� You enjoy interactive features: with the NASA app, 
you can virtually whizz around the universe and zoom 
in on different objects. 

 

Don't download it if: 

 You want a traditional stargazing app: the NASA 
app isn't the best choice if you simply want to point 
your phone at the sky and find out what's up there. 

 You're looking for an app for astrophotography: 
this isn't an area where the NASA app particularly 
shines and other apps would be better suited. 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 NASA app: the NASA app is a great educational resource to learn about space and keep up to date on all the 
latest news from NASA missions. However, it is limited on stargazing and astrophotography features and more 
geared towards entertainment.  
★★★★½
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Stellarium - Best for realism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specifications: 

Price: From $19.99 

Telescope control: Yes 

Free version available: Yes 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: Over 1.69 billion stars, all known planets, 
natural satellites and comets, minor solar system 
objects including 10k asteroids and better known deep 
sky objects, and over 2 million nebulas and galaxies 

 

Buy it if: 

脥� You're a stargazing beginner: Stellarium Mobile 
Plus offers traditional stargazing app functionality 
with a large database and no prior knowledge 
required. 

脥� You want the chance to view objects close up: 
Stellarium Mobile Plus lets you view HD photos of the 
moon, nebulas and galaxies. 

脥� You need telescope control: this app offers 
effective telescope control via Bluetooth or WiFi. 

Don't buy it if: 

 You're mainly interested in astrophotography: 
although this does allow you to locate and track 
particular objects, other apps have more 
comprehensive astrophotography features. 

 You're looking to save money: you could try the 
free browser version of Stellarium instead, but that 
does mean losing the offline functionality of the app. 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 Stellarium Mobile Plus: we found the app to be particularly impressive for its illustrations and HD photos, giving 
newcomers to stargazing a very immersive experience. It also offers effective telescope control, but keen 
astrophotographers may want to look elsewhere.  
★★★★  



 

Astroabq@gmail.com                                                                                                                            7 | P a g e  
 

Star Walk 2 - Best for beginners 

 

 

 

 

Specifications: 

Price: From $2.99 

Telescope control: No 

Free version available: Yes 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: 200,000 stars, 8 planets, 27 asteroids and 
comets, and 10,000 satellites. 

 

 

Buy it if: 

脥� You're a beginner: we think the easy set-up and 
navigation on this app make it a great option for 
beginners. 

脥� You want to plan a stargazing or shooting session: 
the Visible Tonight feature and option to speed up 
time make it easy to plan ahead. 

脥� You're looking for an affordable option: we think 
that Star Walk 2 offers a lot of features for a relatively 
low price. 

Don't buy it if: 

 You want to control a telescope: you won't be 
able to use Star Walk 2 to control your telescope. 

 You want a very extensive database: while Star 
Walk 2 has a fair offering, other apps on this list offer 
a broader database. 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 Star Walk 2: this app is a great option for beginners and comes in at a low price point even on the paid version. 
It's full of handy features for learning more about the night sky, but the lack of telescope control may be a deal-
breaker for some observers.  
★★★★  
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SkyView- Best for information 

 

 

 

 

Specifications: 

Price: From $1.99 

Telescope control: Some 

Free version available: Yes 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: Stars, planets, satellites & constellations 
(numbers not provided) 

 

 

Buy it if: 

脥� You want to accurately locate different objects: we 
found this app very accurate when it came to locating 
objects in the night sky. 

脥� You want access to a lot of information: the app 
gives helpful descriptions of whatever object it 
identifies in your view, including Wikipedia links for 
further reading. 

Don't buy it if: 

 You want impressive AR features: we found the AR 
screen too dark to be particularly useful at night. 

 You're a more experienced astronomer: you may 
want to check out other apps with more features and 
functionality. 

 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 SkyView: this is an affordable and easy-to-use option for beginner stargazers that will allow you to accurately 
locate objects in the night sky and learn more about them. However, it lacks the more sophisticated features offered 
by other apps on the list.  
★★★★  
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Star Chart - Best free app 

 

 

 

 

Specifications: 

Price: Free (in-app purchases) 

Telescope control: No 

Free version available: Yes 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: Stars (120,000), constellations (88), Messier 
objects (110)) 

 

 

Download it if: 

脥� You're new to stargazing: since Star Chart is free, 
it's a great way to try out this new hobby and is ideal 
for anyone on a tight budget. 

脥� You want to keep up to date on key celestial 
events: the calendar feature will let you know what's 
upcoming and the time shift feature lets you catch up 
on anything you missed. 

Don't download it if: 

 Paywalls frustrate you: there's a lot to offer for free 
with this app, but it also comes with lots of in-app 
purchases. 

 You need higher level features: since it's a free 
app, it can't compete with some of the more 
expensive stargazing apps on the market. 

 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 Star Chart: is considered the best free stargazing app available and I thoroughly recommend giving it a try. It will 
particularly appeal to people who are new to stargazing and just getting to grips with this new hobby as it offers lots 
of exciting features in an easy-to-use format. 
★★★★½  
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Sky Tonight- Best for AR 

 

 

 

 

Specifications: 

Price: Free 

Telescope control: No 

Free version available: Yes 

AR star map: Yes 

Database: Unstated 

 

 

Buy it if: 

脥� You enjoy AR: this app has beautiful AR 
functionality, along with interactive 3D models. 

脥� You're a beginner: this app is quick and easy to 
get to grips with and doesn't require any prior 
knowledge. 

脥� You want to learn lots: we found this app very 
educational. 

Don't buy it if: 

 You're easily irritated by ads: unless you're willing 
to upgrade to the paid version, the ads on this app 
can feel a bit intrusive and disrupt the immersive 
experience. 

 You like to use your phone in landscape mode: 
one drawback of this app is that it won't rotate into 
landscape mode, so you can only use it in portrait. 

 

 

The Bottom Line: 

꺐꺑꺏 Sky Tonight: this is a user-friendly app that is easy to set up for beginners, includes beautiful AR overlays and 
offers a lot of information. We found upgrading to the premium version worthwhile to get rid of the ads and unlock 
extra features.  
★★★★ 


